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JAMIN FRANKLIN, AND THOMAS JEFFERSON, FOR THE
FORMATION OF TREATIES OF AMITY AND COMMERCE
WITH FOREIGN POWERS.
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Passy, Oct. 28th, 1784. - - 211
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1784. - - 214
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prisoners of war.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Passy, September 10, 1783.

Sir,

I have received a letter from a very respectable person

in America, containing the following words, viz.

"
It is confidently, reported, propagated, and believed by

some among us, that the Court of France was at the bot-

tom against our obtaining the fishery and territory in that

great extent, in which both are secured to us by the

treaty ;
that our Minister at that Court favored, or did not

oppose this design against us, and that it was entirely owing

to the firmness, sagacity, and disinterestedness of Mr.

Adams, with whom Mr. Jay united, that we have obtained

these important advantages.
"

It is not my purpose to dispute any share of the honor

of that treaty, which the friends of my colleagues may be

disposed to give them, but having now spent fifty years of

my life in public offices and trusts, and having still one

ambition left, that of carrying the character of fidelity at

least to the grave with me, I cannot allow that I was
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behind any of them in zeal and faithfulness. I therefore

think, that I ought not to suffer an accusation, which falls

little short of treason to my country, to pass without notice,

when the means of effectual vindication are at hand.

You, sir, were a witness of my conduct in that affair. To

you and my other colleagues I appeal, by sending to each

a similar letter with this and I have no doubt of your

readiness to do a brother Commissioner justice, by cer-

tificates, that will entirely destroy the effect of that accu-

sation.

I have the honor to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM JOHN JAY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Passy, September 11, 1783.

Sir,

I have been favored with your letter of yesterday, and

will answer it explicitly. I have no reason whatever to

believe, that you were averse to our obtaining the full ex-

tent of boundary and fishery secured to us by the treaty.

Your conduct respecting them throughout the negotia-

tion indicated a strong, a steady attachment to both those

objects, and in my opinion promoted the attainment of

them.

I remember, that in a conversation, which M. de Ray-

neval, the first Secretary of Count de Vergennes, had,

with you and me, in the summer of 1782, you contended

for our full right to the fishery, and argued it on various

principles.

Your letters to me, when in Spain, considered our ter-
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ritory as extending to the Mississippi, and expressed your

opinion against ceding the navigation of that river, in very

strong and pointed terras.

In short, Sir, I do not recollect the least difference in

sentiments between us, respecting the boundaries or fishe-

ries. On the contrary, we were unanimous and united;

in adhering to, and insisting on them. Nor did I per-

ceive the least disposition in either of us to recede

from our claims, to be satisfied with less than we ob-

tained.

I, have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO BENJAMIN FRANKLJN.

Paris, September 13, 1783.

Sir,

I have received the letter, which you did me the honor

to write on the 10th of this month, in which you say

you have received a letter from a very respectable person

in America, containing the following words, viz.
" It is

confidently reported, propagated, and believed by some

among us, that the Court of France was at the bottom

against our obtaining the fishery and territory in that great

extent, in which both are secured to us by the treaty ;
that

our Minister at that Court favored, or did not oppose this

design against us, and that it was entirely owing to the

firmness, sagacity, and disinterestedness of Mr. Adams,

with whom Mr. Jay united, that we have obtained those

important advantages.
"

It is unnecessary for me to say any thing upon this sub-

ject, more than to quote the words which I wrote in the
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evening of the 30th of November, 1782, and which have

been received and read in Congress, viz
;
"As soon as I

arrived in Paris, I waited on Mr. Jay, and learned from

him the rise and progress of the negotiation. Nothing that

has happened, since the beginning of the controversy in

1761, has ever struck me more forcibly or affected me

more intimately, than that entire coincidence of principles

and opinion between him and me. In about three days

I went out to Passy, and spent the evening with Dr. Frank-

lin, and entered largely into conversation with him upon

the course and present state of our foreign Affairs. I told

him my opinion without reserve of the policy of this

Court, and of the principles, wisdom, and firmness with

which Mr. Jay had conducted the negotiation in his sick-

ness and my absence, and that I was determined to sup-

port Mr. Jay to the utmost of my power in pursuit of the

same system. The Doctor heard me patiently and said

nothing."
" The first conference we had afterwards with Mr. Os-

wald in considering one point and another, Dr. Franklin

turned to Mr. Jay and said, 'I am of your opinion, and

will go on with these gentlemen without consulting this

Court.' He has accordingly met us in most of our con-

ferences, and has gone on with us in entire harmony and

unanimity throughout, and has been able and useful, both

by his sagacity and reputation, in the whole negotiation."*

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

For further information on this subject, and particularly for an

account of the part taken by Dr. Franklin in the negotiation before

he was joined by Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams, see the North American

Review for January, 1830, p. 15 et seqq.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

Passy, September 13, 1783.

Sir,

I received a few days since, the private letter your Ex-

cellency did me the honor of writing to me of the 13th of

June. I regret with you the resignation of the late Se-

cretary. Your present cares are increased by it, and it

will be difficult to find a successor of equal abilities.

We found no difficulty in decyphering the resolution of

Congress. The Commissioners have taken no notice of

it in our public letter.

I am happy to hear that both the device and workman-

ship of the medal are approved with you, as they have

the good fortune to be by the best judges on this side of

the water. It has been esteemed a well-timed, as well

as a well-merited compliment here, and has its good

effects. Since the two first, which you mention as re-

ceived, I have sent by different opportunities so many, as

that every member of Congress might have one. I hope

they are come to hand by this time.

I wrote a long letter to Mr. Livingston by Mr. Barney,

to which I beg leave to refer, enclosing a copy.

We had, before signing the definitive treaty, received

the ratification of the preliminary articles by his Britannic

Majesty, exchanged with us by Mr. Hartley for that of

the Congress. I send herewith a copy of the first and

last clauses.

In a former letter I mentioned the volunteer proceed-

ings of a merchant at Alicant, towards obtaining a treaty

between us and the Emperor of Morocco. We have
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since received a letter from a person who says, as you
will see by the copy enclosed, that he is sent by the Em-

peror to be the bearer of his answer to the United States,

and that he is arrived in Spain on his way to Paris. He
has not yet appeared here, and we hardly know what an-

swer to give him. I hope the sending a Minister to that

Court, as recommended in my last, has been taken into

consideration, or at least that gome instructions respecting

that nation have been sent to your Minister in Spain, who

is better situated than we are for such a negotiation.

The Minister from Denmark often speaks to me about

the proposed treaty, of which a copy went by Mr. Bar-

ney. No commission to sign it, nor any instructions from

Congress relating to it, are yet received
;
and though

pressed, I have not ventured to do any thing further in

the affair.

I forward herewith a letter to the Congress from the

city of Hamburg. I understand that a good disposition

towards us prevails there, which it may be well to en-

courage.

No answer has yet been given me from the Court of

Portugal, respecting the plan of a treaty concerted be-

tween its Ambassador here and me. He has been unwell

and much in the country, so that I have not seen him

lately. I suspect that the false or exaggerated reports of

the distracted situation of our Government, industriously

propagated throughout Europe by our enemies, have

made an impression in that kingdom to our disadvantage,

and inclined them to hesitate in forming a connexion with

us. Questions asked me, and observations made by sev-

eral of the foreign Ministers here, convince me that the

idle stories of our disunion, contempt of authority, refusal
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to pay taxes, &c. have been too much credited, and been

very injurious to our reputation.

I sent before a copy of the letter I wrote to the Grand

Master of Malta, with a present of our medal. With

this you will have a copy of his answer. I send also a

copy of a note I received from the Pope's Nuncio. He

is very civil on all occasions, and has mentioned the pos-

sibility of an advantageous trade America might have

with the Ecclesiastical State, which he says has two good

ports, Civita Vecchia, and .

This Court continues favorable to us. Count de Ver-

gennes was resolute in refusing to sign the definitive

treaty with England before ours was signed. The Eng-
lish Ministers were offended, but complied. I am con-

vinced that Court will never cease endeavoring to disunite

us. We shall, 1 hope, be constantly on our guard against

those machinations, for our safety consists in a steady ad-

herence to our friends, and our reputation in a faithful

regard to treaties, and in a grateful conduct towards our

benefactors.

I send herewith sundry memorials recommended to

my care by Count de Vergennes, viz. one respecting a

claim of Messieurs Fosters, of Bordeaux, one of M.

Pequet, and one of M. Bayard. The Congress will

take such notice of them as they shall think proper.

With great esteem, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

VOL. n. 2



10 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO LEWIS R. MORRIS.*

Passy, September 14, 1783.

Sir,

I received by the Washington, the bills and accounts

mentioned in yours of the 5thJune, and shall soon send

you an account of the disposition of the money.

My account as stated by you appears to be correct.

With much esteem, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

FROM DAVID HARTLEY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Bath, September 24, 1783.

My Dear Friend,

I am at present at Bath, with my dearest sister, whom

I have found as well as I could have expected, and I

hope with reasonable prospect of recovery in time. I

have seen my friends in the ministry, and hope things

will go on well
;
with them I am sure all is right and

firm. The chief part of the Cabinet Ministers are out

of town, but there will be a full cabinet held in a few

days, in which a specific proposition, in the nature of a

temporary convention, will be given in instructions to

me. I imagine nearly upon the ground of my memorial

of'May 19th, 1783, which I delivered to the American

Ministers, viz :
" American ships not to bring foreign

manufactures into Great Britain, nor to trade directly

* Mr. Morris was a Secretary in the Department of Foreign

affairs.
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between the British West Indies and Great Britain ;" all

the rest to be as before the war. I expect that something

to this effect will be their determination in the affair, and

if it should be so, I shall hope not to meet with difficulty

on your parts. I want to see some specific beginning.

As to any further proposition respecting the trade be-

tween Great Britain and the British West Indies, I doubt

whether any such can be discussed before the meeting of

Parliament. I wish to look forward not only to the con-

tinuation of peace between our two countries, but to the

improvement of reconciliation into alliance, and therefore

I wish the two parties to be disposed to accommodate

each other, without the strict accounts by weights and

scales, as between aliens and strangers, actuated towards

each other by no other principle than cold and equalizing

indifference. Friendly dispositions presumed have their

fairest chance of being realized, but if we should set out

presuming against them, the good which might have hap-

pened may be prevented. Pray remember me to your

three colleagues, and to all friends.

Yours ever, most affectionately,

D. HARTLEY.
P. S. I have put in a word for our Quaker article,

and I hope with some impression.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

Passy, .September 27, 1783.

Sir,

Mr. Thaxter, late Secretary of Mr. Adams, who is

charged with all our despatches, that were intended to go
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by the French packet boat, writes from L'Orient, that

though he arrived there two days before the time appoint-

ed for her sailing, he missed reaching her by four hours
;

but another light vessel was fitting,
and would sail the

21st instant, in which he hoped to arrive at New York,

nearly as soon as the packet. We shall send duplicates

by the next from hence.

In the meantime I enclose a printed copy of the Defini-

tive Treaty, which I hear is ratified. Indeed we have

the ratification of the preliminaries.

Mr. Hartley, when he left us, expected to return in

three weeks, in order to proceed with us in forming a

treaty of commerce. The hew commission, that was in-

tended for us, is not yet come to hand.

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO DAVID HARTLEY.

Passy, October 16, 1783.

My Dear Friend,

I have nothing material to write to you respecting pub-

lic affairs, but I cannot let Mr. Adams, who will see you,

go without a line to inquire after your welfare, to inform

you of mine, and assure you of my constant respect and

attachment.

I think with you, that your Quaker article is a good one

and that men will in time have sense enough to adopt it;

but I fear that time is not yet come.

What would you think of a proposition, if I should make

it, of a compact between England, France, and America?
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America would be as happy as the Sabine
girls, if she

could be the means of uniting in perpetual peace her father

and her husband. What repeated follies are those re-

peated wars! You do not want to conquer and govern

one another. Why then should you be continually em-

ployed in injuring and destroying one another? How

many excellent things might have been done to promote

the internal welfare of each country; what bridges, roads,

canals, and other useful public works and institutions, tend-

ing to the common felicity, might have been made and

established with the money and men foolishly spent, during

the last seven centuries by our mad wars in doing one

another mischief! You are near neighbors and each have

very respectable qualities. Learn to be quiet and to re-

spect each other's rights. You are all Christians. One is

The Most Christian King, and the other Defender of the

Faith. Manifest the propriety of these titles by your

future conduct. "By this," says Christ, "shall all men

know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another."

Seek peace, and ensure it.

Adieu, yours, &o.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO DAVID HARTLEY.

Passy, October 22, 1783.

I received my dear friend's kind letter of the 4th in-

stant from Bath, with your proposed temporary conven-

tion, which you desire me to show to my colleagues.

They are both by this lime in London, where you will

undoubtedly see and converse with them on the subject.
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The apprehension you mention, that the cement of the

confederation may be annihilated, &c. has not, I think,

any foundation. There is sense enough in America to take

care of their own china vase, I see much in your papers

about our divisions and distractions, but I hear little of

them from America
;
and I know that most of the letters

said to come from there with such accounts, are mere

London fictions. I will consider attentively the proposi-

tion abovementioned, against the return of my colleagues,

when I hope our commission will have arrived.

I rejoice to hear that your dear sister's recovery ad-

vances, and that your brother is well. Please to present

my affectionate respects to them, and believe me ever

yours, &,c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

GIACOMO FRANCISCO CROCCO TO B. FRANKLIN.

Cadiz, November 25, 1783.

Sir,

On the 15th of July last, I had the honor to acquaint

your Excellency of my arrival in Europe, and that I was

appointed by his Majesty, the Emperor of Morocco,

bearer of the answer to the Congress, Sovereign of the

Thirteen United States of North America, and that ac-

cording to my instructions, I was to meet at Paris the

Ambassador, that would be appointed by Congress, to

sign at the Court of Morocco, the treaty of peace and

commerce, agreeably to the proposals made to his Imperial

Majesty, by Robert Montgomery, in his letter dated at

Alicant, the 4th of January, 1783. Since I have been
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at the Court of Madrid, where I had some commissions

from the Emperor, and to see the execution of them, I

came to this place, from whence I intend to embark in

three or four months for Barbary, unless in the meantime

I should receive an answer from your Excellency, with

orders, that Mr. Richard Harrison should give me, for

my travelling charges, fifteen hundred hard dollars, al-

though the Courts of Europe are accustomed to allow the

Minister of my master at the rate of ten pounds sterling

per day, while they are in Europe, to defray their ex-

penses, besides presents for their good offices in those

important affairs.

His Imperial Majesty was graciously pleased at my so-

licitation to agree at the request of Congress, to grant

them a treaty of peace, (which other powers of Europe
could not obtain but after many years,) and my return,

without the full execution of his commands, I apprehend

may forever indispose him against the United Provinces.

I remain most truly, sir, &c.

GIACOMO FRANCISCO CROCCO.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO GIACOMO FRANCISCO CROCCO.

Passy, December 15, 1783,

Sir,

I have just received the letter you did me the honor of

writing to me the 25th past. I did indeed receive your

former letter of July, but being totally a stranger to the

mentioned proceedings of Mr. Montgomery, and having

no orders from Congress on the subject, I knew not how

to give you any satisfactory answer, till I should receive
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further information
;
and I communicated your letter to

Mr. Jay, Minister of the United States for Spain, in

whose district Mr. Montgomery is, and who is more at

hand than I am for commencing that negotiation.

Mr. Jay, who is at present in England, has possibly

written to you, though his letter may have miscarried, to

acquaint you, that Mr. Montgomery had probably no

authority from Congress to take the step he has done, and

that it was not likely that they, desiring to make a treaty

with the Emperor, would think of putting his Majesty to

the trouble of sending a person to Paris to receive and

conduct their Minister, since they have ships, and could

easily land him at Cadiz, or present him at one of the

Emperor's ports. We have, however, written to Con-

gress acquainting them with what we had been informed,

of the good and favorable disposition of his Imperial Ma-

jesty, to enter into a treaty of amity and commerce with

the United States, and we have no doubt but that, as soon

as their affairs are a little settled, which, by so severe a

war carried on in the bowels of their country, by one of

the most powerful nations of Europe, have necessarily

been much deranged, they will readily manifest equally

good dispositions, and take all the proper steps to culti-

vate and secure the friendship of a monarch, whose char-

acter I know they have long esteemed and respected.

I am, sir, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

Passy, December 15, 1783.

My dear Friend,

I am much concerned to find by your letter to my

grandson, that you are hurt by my long silence, and that

you ascribe it to a supposed diminution of my friendship.

Believe me, that is by no means the case, but I am too

much harrassed by a variety of correspondence, together

with gout and gravel, which induce me to postpone doing

what I often fully intend to do, and particularly writing,

where the urgent necessity of business does not seem to

require its being done immediately, my sitting too much

at the desk having already almost killed me, besides,

since Mr. Jay's residence here, I imagined he might keep

you fully informed of what was material for you to know,

and I beg you to be assured of my constant and sincere

esteem and affection.

I do not know whether you have been informed, that a

Mr. Montgomery, who lives at Alicant, took upon him-

self, (for
I think he had no authority,) to make over-

tures last winter in behalf of our States, towards a treaty

with the Emperor of Morocco. In consequence of his

proceedings, I received a letter in August, from a person

who acquainted me, that he was arrived in Spain by the

Emperor's order, and was to come to Paris, there to re-

ceive and conduct to Morocco, the Minister of Congress,

appointed to make that treaty, intimating at the same

time an expectation of money to defray his expenses. I

communicated the letter to Mr. Jay. The conduct of

Mr. Montgomery appeared to us very extraordinary and

irregular, and the idea of a messenger from Morocco

VOL. ii. 3
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coming to Paris, to meet and conduct a Minister of Con-

gress, appearing absurd and extravagant, as well as the

demand of money by a person unknown. I made no an-

swer to the letter, and I know .not whether Mr. Jay

made any to Mr. Montgomery, who wrote about the

same time. But I have lately received another letter

from the same person, a copy of which I enclose, to-

gether with my answer, open for your perusal, and it is

submitted to your discretion whether to forward it or not.

The Mr. Crocco who writes to me, having been, as he

says, at Madrid, you possibly may know more of him

than I can, and judge whether he is really a person in

credit with the Emperor, and sent as he pretends to be, or

not rather an Escroc, as the French call cheats and im-

postors.

I would not be wanting in any thing proper for me to

do, towards keeping that Prince in good humor with us,

till the pleasure of Congress is known, and therefore

would answer Mr. Crocco if he be in his employ ;
but am

loth to commit myself in correspondence with a Fripon.

It will be strange if, being at Madrid, he did not address

himself to you.

With great and unalterable regard, I am ever, my dear

friend, yours most affectionately ,

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Passy, December 25, 1783.

Sir,

The remissness of our people in paying taxes is highly

blameable, the unwillingness to pay them is still more
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so. I see in some resolutions of town meetings, a re-

monstrance against giving Congress a power to take, as

they call it, the people's money out of their pockets,

though only to pay the interest and principal of debts

duly contracted. They seem to mistake the point.

Money justly due from the people, is their creditor's

money, and no longer the money of the people, who, if

they withhold it, should be compelled to pay by some

law. All property, indeed, except the savage's tempo-

rary cabin, his bow, his matchuat, and other little acqui-

sitions absolutely necessary for his subsistence, seems to

me to be the creature of public convention. Hence

the public has the right of regulating descents, and all

other conveyances of property, and even of limiting the

quantity and uses of it. All the property that is neces-

sary to a man for the conservation of the individual, and

the propagation of the species, is his natural right,

which none can justly deprive him of; but all property

superfluous to such purposes is the property of the pub-

lic, who by their laws have created it, and who may,

therefore, by other laws, dispose of it, whenever the

welfare of the public shall desire such disposition. He

that does not like civil society on these terms, let him

retire and live among the savages. He can have no

right to the benefits of society, who will not pay his club

towards the support of it.

The Marquis de la Fayette, who loves to be employ-

ed in our affairs, and is often very useful, has lately had

several conversations with the Ministers and persons con-

cerned in forming new regulations, respecting the com-

merce between our two countries, which are not yet

concluded. I thought it therefore well to communicate
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to him a copy oi your letter, which contains so many
sensible and just observations on that subject. He will

make a proper use of them, and perhaps they may have

more weight, as appearing to come from a Frenchman,

than they would have if it were known, that they were

the observations of an American. I perfectly agree with

you in all the sentiments you have expressed on this

occasion.

I am sorry for the public's sake, that you are about to

quit your office, but on personal considerations, I shall

congratulate you ;
for I cannot conceive of a more hap-

py man, than he, who having been long loaded with

public cares, finds himself relieved from them, and en-

joying private repose, in the bosom of his friends and

family.

With sincere regard, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

Passy, December 26, 1783.

Sir,

If the Congress should think it fit to have a Consul

for the United States in London, and do not appoint one

of our own countrymen to that office, I beg leave to

mention the merits of Mr. William Hodgson, a mer-

chant oi that city, who has always been a zealous friend

of America, was a principal promoter of the subscrip-

tion for the relief of American prisoners, and chairman

of the committee for dispensing the money raised by
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that subscription. He also took the trouble of applying

the moneys I furnished him with, when the subscription

was exhausted, and constantly assisted me in all the ne-

gotiations I had with the British Ministers, in their favor,

wherein he generally succeeded, being a man of weight

and credit, very active, and much esteemed for his pro-

bity and integrity. These his services, continued steadi-

ly during the whole war, seem to entitle him to the favor-

able notice of Congress, when any occasion offers of doing

him service or pleasure.

With great respect I have the honor to be, &c,

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM DAVID HARTLEY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

London, March 2, 1784.

My Dear Friend,

Will you be so good as to transmit the enclosed to Mr.

Jay ? I am sorry that we are going to lose him from this

side of the Atlantic. If your American ratification should

arrive speedily, I might hope to have the pleasure of see-

ing him again before his departure. As soon as I hear

from you of the arrival of your ratification, I will imme-

diately apply for the despatch of the British ratification.

I wish very much to have the pleasure of conversing with

you again. In hopes that that time may come soon, I

have nothing further to say at present. Believe me

always to be, what you have always known me to have

been, a friend of general philanthropy, and particularly

your ever most affectionate,

D. HARTLEY.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO CHARLES THOMPSON.

Passy, March 9, 1784.

Sir,

I received a few days since a letter from Annapolis,

dated June the 5th, in your hand writing, but not signed,

acquainting the Commissioners with the causes of delay,

in sending the ratification of the Definitive Treaty. The

term was expired before that letter came to hand, but I

hope no difficulty will arise from a failure in a point not

essential, and which was occasioned by accidents. I have

just received from Mr. Hartley, a letter on the subject,

of which I enclose a copy.

We have had a terrible winter, too, here, such as the

oldest men do not remember, and indeed it has been very

severe all over Europe.

I have exchanged ratifications with the Ambassador

of Sweden, and enclose a copy of that I received from

him.

Mr. Jay is lately returned from England. Mr. Laurens

is still there, but proposes departing for America next

month, as does also Mr. Jay, with his family. Mr. Adams

is in Holland, where he has been detained by business

and bad weather. These absences have occasioned

some delays in our business, but not of much impor-

tance.

The war long expected between the Turks and Rus-

sians is prevented by a treaty, and it is thought an accom-

modation will likewise take place between them and the

Emperor. Every thing here continues friendly and favor-

able to the United States. I am pestered continually

with numbers of letters from people in different parts of
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Europe, who would go to settle in America, but who

manifest very extravagant expectations, such as I can by
no means encourage, and who appear otherwise to be very

improper persons. To save myself trouble, I have just

printed some copies of the enclosed little piece, which I

purpose to send hereafter in answer to such letters.

.Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to Congress,

and believe me to be, with sincere esteem, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND JOHN JAY TO THE

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Passy, April 16, 1784.

Sir,

We duly received the letters your Excellency did us

the honor of writing to us the 14th of January, by Colo-

nel Harmar and Lieut. Col. David Franks, with the rati-

fication of the definitive treaty, the proclamation, and the

recommendatory resolves of Congress. On the arrival

of Col. Harmar, we immediately wrote to Mr. Hartley,

acquainting him that we were now ready to exchange with

him
; sending him at the same time copies of the pro-

clamation and resolutions. We have this day received

from him the enclosed answer, and we expect he will soon

be here, and put, with us, the finishing hand to this im-

portant business.

With great respect, we have to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
JOHN JAY.
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FROM D. HARTLEY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND JOHN

JA1T.

April 9, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have received the honor of your letter dated March

21, 1784, with the enclosures, which I have communi-

cated to his Majesty's Ministers. I have the pleasure to

inform you that the ratification on our part is now making

out; and that I have received orders to prepare for the

exchange at Paris, with all convenient speed.

Before my departure, I shall propose such general

sentiments for the consideration of his Majesty's Minis-

ters, as have occurred to me in our former negotiations ;

my utmost wish at all times being to give every possible

assistance in my power, to effect a cordial and conciliatory

intercourse and connexion between our countries.

I have the honor to be', &c.

D. HARTLEY.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

Paris, May 12, 1784.

Sir,

In my last I acquainted your Excellency that Mr.

Hartley was soon expected here to exchange ratifications

of the Definitive Treaty. He is now arrived and propo-

ses to make the exchange this afternoon. I shall then be

enabled to send a copy. Enclosed is the new British

proclamation respecting our trade with their Colonies. It
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is said to be a temporary provision till Parliament can as-

semble and make some proper regulating law, or till a

commercial treaty shall be framed and agreed to. Mr.

Hartley expects instructions for planning with us such a

treaty. The Ministry are supposed to have been too

busy with the new elections, when he left London to

think of those matters.

This Court has not completed its intended new system

for the trade of their Colonies, so that I cannot give a

certain account of the advantages that will in fine be allow-

ed us. At present it is said we are to have two free ports,

Tobago and the Mole, and that we may carry lumber and

all sorts of provisions to the rest, except flour, which is

reserved in favor of Bordeaux, and that we shall be per-

mitted to export cofiee, rum, molasses and some sugar,

for our own consumption.

We have had under consideration a commercial treaty

proposed to us by the King of Prussia, and have sent it

back with our remarks to Mr. Adams, who will I suppose

transmit it immediately to Congress; those planned with

Denmark and Portugal wait its determination.

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to the Con-

gress, and believe me to be be, with sincere and great es-

teem, sir, &c.

B.FRANKLIN.

May 13th. I now enclose a copy of .the ratification

of the Definitive Treaty, on the part of his Britannic

Majesty.

VOL. ii,-
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FROM DAVID HARTLEY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Paris, June 1, 1784.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you, that I have transmitted

to London the ratification on the part of Congress of the

Definitive Treaty of peace, between Great Britain and the

United States of America, and I am ordered to represent

to you, that a want of form appears in the first paragraph

of that instrument, wherein the United States are men-

tioned before his Majesty, contrary to the established cus-

tom in every treaty, in which a crowned head and a re-

public are parties. It is likewise to be observed, that the

term definitive articles is used instead of definitive treaty,

and the conclusion appears likewise deficient, as it is

neither signed by the President, nor is it dated, and con-

sequently, is wanting in some of the most essential points

of form necessary towards authenticating the validity of

the instrument.

I am ordered to propose to you, sir, that these defects

in the ratification should be corrected, which might very

easily be done, either by signing a declaration in the name

of Congress for preventing the particular mode of expres-

sion,, so far as it relates to precedency in the first para-

graph, being considered as a precedent to be adopted on

any future occasion, or else by having a new copy made

out in America, in which these mistakes should be cor-

rected, and which might be done without any prejudice

arising to either of the parties from the delay.

I am, sir, with great respect, &c.

DAVID HARTLEY.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO DAVID HARTLEY.

Passy, June 2, 1784.

Sir,

I have considered the observations you did me the

honor of communicating to me^ concerning certain inac-

curacies of expression, and supposed defects of formality,

in the instrument of ratification, some of which are said

to be of such a nature as to affect the validity of the

instrument.

The first is, "that the United States are named before

his Majesty, contrary to the established custom observed

in every treaty in which a crowned head and a republic

are the contracting parties." With respect to this, it seems

to me we should distinguish between that act in which both

join, to wit, the treaty, and that which is the act of each

separately, the ratification. It is necessary, that all the

modes of expression in the joint act should be agreed to

by both parties, though in their separate acts each party

is master of, and alone unaccountable for its own mode.

And, on inspecting the treaty, it will be found that his

Majesty is always regularly named before the United

States. Thus,
" the established custom in treaties be-

tween crowned heads and republics," contended for on

your part, is strictly observed
;
and the ratification fol-

lowing the treaty contains these words. " Now know

ye, that we, the United States in Congress assembled,

having seen and considered the definitive articles afore-

said, have approved, ratified and confirmed, and by
these presents do approve, ratify and confirm the said

articles, AND EVERY PART AND CLAUSE THEREOF," &c.

Hereby all those articles, parts and clauses, wherein the
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King is named before the United States, are approved,

ratified and confirmed, and this solemnly under the sig-

nature of the President of Congress, with the public

seal affixed by their order, and countersigned by their

Secretary.

No declaration on the subject more determinate or

more authentic, can possibly be made or given, which,

when considered, may probably induce his Majesty's

Ministers to waive the proposition of our signing a simi-

lar declaration, or of sending back the ratification to be

corrected in this point, neither appearing to be really

necessary. I will, however, if it be still desired, trans-

mit to Congress the observation, and the difficulty occa-

sioned by it, and request their orders upon it. In the

meantime I may venture to say, that I am confident

there was no intention of affronting his Majesty, by their

order of nomination
;
but that it resulted merely from

that sort of complaisance, which every nation seems to

have for itself, and of that respect for its own govern-

ment, customarily so expressed in its own acts, of which

the English, among the rest, afford an instance, when,

in the title of the King, they always name Great Britain

before France.

The second objection is,
" that the term definitive articles

is used instead of definitive treaty." If the words defini-

tive treaty, had been used in the ratification instead of

definitive articles, it might have been more correct, though

the difference seems not great nor of much importance,

as in the treaty itself it is called the present Definitive

Treaty.

The other objections are, "that the conclusion likewise

appears deficient, as it is neither signed by the President,
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nor is it dated, and consequently is wanting in some of the

most essential points of form' necessary towards authenti-

cating the validity of the instrument." The situation of

seals and signatures, in public instruments, differs in differ-

ent countries, though all equally valid ; for when all the

parts of an instrument are connected by a ribband, whose

ends are secured under the impression of the seal, the

signature and seal, wherever placed, are understood 'as re-

lating to and authenticating the whole. Our usage is, to

place them both together in the broad margin near the

beginning of the piece, and so they stand in the present

ratification, the concluding words of which declare the

intention of such signing and sealing to be giving authen-

ticity to the whole instrument, viz:
" In testimony where-

of, We have caused the seal of the United States to be

hereunto affixed; Witness his Excellency Thomas Mif-

flin, Esquire, President ;" and the date supposed to be

omitted, perhaps from its not appearing in figures, is nev-

ertheless to be found written in words at length, viz: "this

fourteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord one

thousand seven hundred and eighty-four," which made

the figures unnecessary.

With great esteem and respect, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO THE -PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Passy, June 16, 1784.

Sir,

My letter by Mr. Jay acquainted your Excellency,

that the ratifications of the definitive treaty were ex-

changed. A copy of the British part was also sent by him.
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Mr. Hartley remained here expecting instructions to

treat with us on the subject of commerce. The bustle

attending a new election and meeting of Parliament, he

imagined, might occasion the long delay of those instruc-

tions. He now thinks that the affair of the American

trade, being under the consideration of Parliament, it is

probable no treaty will be proposed till the result is

known. Mr. Jay, who sailed for America the first in-

stant from Dover, and who saw there several of our

friends from London before his departure, and Mr. Lau-

rens, wrho left London on the 6th to go on in the Fal-

mouth packet, will be able to give you more perfect in-

formations than I can, of what may be expected as the

determination of the British government, respecting our

intercourse with their Islands
; and, therefore, I omit my

conjectures, only mentioning, that from various circum-

stances, there seems to be some lurking remains of ill

humor there, and of resentment against us, which only

wants a favorable opportunity to manifest itself.

This makes it more necessary for us to be upon our

guard, and prepared for events, that a change in the af-

fairs of Europe may produce ;
its tranquillity depending,

perhaps, on the life of one man, and it being impossible

to foresee in what situation a new arrangement of its

various interests may place us. Ours will be respected

in proportion to the apparent solidity of our government,

the support of our credit, the maintenance of a good un-

derstanding with our friends, and our readiness for de-

fence. All which I persuade myself will be taken care

of.

Enclosed I send a copy of a letter from Mr. Hartley

to me, respecting some supposed defects in the ratifica-
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tion, together with my answer, which he has transmitted

to London. The objections appeared to me trivial and

absurd; but I thought it prudent to treat them with as

much decency as I could, lest the ill temper should be

augmented, which might be particularly inconvenient,

while the commerce was under consideration. The,re has

not yet been time for Mr. Hartley to hear whether my
answer has been satisfactory, or whether the Ministers

will still insist on my sending for an amended copy from

America, as they proposed.

I do not perceive the least diminution in the good dis-

position of this Court towards us, and I hope care will

be taken to preserve it.

The Marquis de la Fayette, who will have the honor

of delivering this to you, has, ever since his arrival in

Europe, been very industrious in his endeavors to serve

us and promote our interest, and has been of great use

on several occasions. I should wish the Congress might

think fit to express, in some proper manner, their sense

of his merit.

My malady prevents my going to Versailles, as I can-

not bear a carriage upon pavement, but my grandson goes

regularly on Court days to supply my place, and is well

received there. The last letters I have had the honor of

receiving from you, are of 14th of January.

With great respect, I am, sir, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO COUNT DE MERCT

ARGENTEAD.

Passy, July 30, 1784.

Sir,

I have the honor to communicate to your Excellency

an extract from the instructions of Congress to their late

Commissioners for treating of Peace, expressing their de-

sire to cultivate the friendship of his Imperial Majesty,

and to enter into a treaty of commerce for the mutual ad-

vantage of his subjects and the citizens of the United

States, which I request you will be pleased to lay before

his Majesty. The appointing and instructing Commis-

sioners for treaties of commerce with the powers of Eu-

rope generally has, by various circumstances, been long

delayed, but is now done, and I have just received advice,

that Mr. Jefferson, late Governor of Virginia, commis-

sioned with Mr. Adams, our Minister in Holland, and

myself, for that service, is on his way hither, and may be

expected by the end of August, when we shall be ready

to enter into a treaty with his Imperial Majesty for the

above purposes, if such should be his pleasure.

With great and sincere respect, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM COUNT DE MERCY ARGENTEAU TO B. FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Paris, July 30, 1784.

Sir,

I received the letter you did me the honor to write to

me this morning, and I shall lose no time to transmit the

contents to my Court.
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The sentiments of the Emperor towards the United

States of America make me foresee the satisfaction, which

his Majesty will have to enter into reciprocal, suitable, and

advantageous connexions with them. I have not the

least doubt but that measures will be instantly taken on

this subject to concert with you, sir, and with the ap-

pointed Ministers Plenipotentiary, and as soon as the an-

swer from my Court shall come, I shall instantly commu-

nicate it to you.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE MERCY ARGENTEAU.

FROM THE COUNT DE VERGENNES TO B. FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Vei-sailles, August 27, 1784.

Sir,

You have communicated to me an extract from the in-

structions which Congress addressed to you on the 1 1th of

May last, which imports that the United States will in no

case treat any other nation with respect to commerce

more advantageously than the French. This disposition

is much the wisest, as it will prevent those misunderstand-

ings, which might arise from the equivocal terms in which

the 2nd article of the treaty of Amity and Commerce,

signed February 6th, 1778, is conceived. But that the

resolution of Congress on this subject may be clearly

stated, it would be best, sir, that you furnish me with it

in the form of a declaration, or at least in an official note,

signed by yourself. I have no doubt that you will adopt

one of these two forms. I have the honor to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.
VOL. ii. 5
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FROM B. FRANKLIN TO COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Passy, September 3, 1784.

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency, by-

order of Congress, a resolution of theirs, dated the llth

of May last, which is in the words following, viz :

"Resolved, That Doctor Franklin be instructed to ex-

press to the Court of France, the constant desire of Con-

gress to meet their wishes
;
that these States are about to

form a general system of commerce, by treaties with other

nations
; that, at this time they cannot foresee what claim

might be given to those nations by the explanatory propo-

sitions from the Count de Vergennes, on the 2nd and 3rd

articles of our treaty of Amity and Commerce with his

most Christian Majesty, but that he may be assured it

will be our constant care to place no people on more ad-

vantageous grounds than the subjects of his Majesty."

With great respect, I am, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM MR. GRAND TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Paris, August 28, 1784.

Sir,

Mr. Morris, in his former letter of May 27th, informs

me that he was waiting for an opportunity to answer me

on the subject of the funds of the United States, all my
letters having advised him of my wants. This oppor-

tunity has offered, as I have received several of his let-

ters since, but there is no mention made in either of them
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of this object, notwithstanding its importance; and al-

though I have made known to him that the funds left me

were not sufficient to meet the current expenses, and that

it was necessary besides, to provide for the payment of

interest due to the Government, amounting, according to

Mr. Gojard's calculation, to eight hundred thirty-seven

thousand five hundred livres. Yet, notwithstanding so

misplaced a silence, willing to judge more favorably of

Mr. Morris than appearances warranted, and in conse-

quence of my feelings and zeal, I could not refuse to con-

tinue the payment of what has been presented to me,

such as salaries, loan office drafts, Sic. persuaded as I was,

that I should not be left long in arrear of my advances,

which amount, this day, to nearly fifty thousand livres. But

far from attending to this affair, it seems, on the contrary,

that he does not even think of it. I have a painful and

additional proof of this, in a letter which I have just re-

ceived from Mr. Morris, bearing date August 12th, in

which there is no more mention made ofthe Superintendent

of Finances, than if he never existed. It gives me, truly,

great uneasiness, not on account of my actual advances,

but for future ones, to which, notwithstanding my own

inclination, I shall be obliged to set bounds, if I do not

soon receive funds.

I have thought it my duty, sir, to apprise you of the

situation of affairs, and at all events to give you these de-

tails for my own justification. If I should suffer by such

a resolution, I shall have at least the consolation to think

that I have done all in my power, and all that could be

expected from the zeal, by which I have been constantly

animated. I hope, sir, that you will do me the justice to
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think so, and that you will accept the respectful senti-

ments with which I am, sir,

Your very humble and very obedient servant,

GRAND.

FROM COUNT DE VERGENNES TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Versailles, September 9, 1784.

Sir,

I have received the letter, which you did me the

honor to write me the third instant. You there declare

in the name of Congress, that the United States will be

careful not to treat any other nation, in matters of com-

merce, more advantageously than the French nation.

This declaration, founded on the treaty of the 6th of

February, 1778, has been very agreeable to the King ;

and you, sir, can assure Congress, that the United

States shall constantly experience a perfect reciprocity

in France.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.

FROM COUNT DE MERCY ARGENTEAU TO BENJAMIN

FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Paris, September 28, 1784.

Sir,

With respect to the proposition of the United States

of America, that I forwarded to my Court, concerning

the arrangements of commerce to be adopted by the re-
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spective powers, I have received the order, sir, which

I have the honor to communicate to you, that his Ma-

jesty, the Emperor, has agreed to the said proposition,

and that he has directed the Government General of the

Low Countries to adopt measures to put it in execution.

When the particulars respecting this matter shall be

sent to me, I will instantly communicate them.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew the assur-

ances of the most perfect attachment, with which I have

the honor to be, &c.

DE MERCY ARGENTEAU.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO CHARLES THOMPSON.

Passy, October 16, 1784.

Dear Sir,

It was intended by the commissioners to write a joint

letter to Congress, but I am afraid the opportunity may
be missed. This may serve to inform you, that propo-

sitions of treating have 'been made by us to all the pow-

ers of Europe, according to our instructions, and we are

waiting for their answers. There are apprehensions here

of a war between the Emperor and Holland, but, as the

season is not proper for opening a campaign, I hope the

winter will give time for mediators to accommodate mat-

ters. We have not yet heard that Mr. Jay has accepted

the Secretaryship of Foreign Affairs.

I am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
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FROM COUNT DE VERGENNES TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Versailles, October 30, 1784.

Sir,

I am infprmed by a letter from M. de Marbois, dated

Philadelphia, August 24th ultimo, that he had communi-

cated with Mr. Morris respecting the interest of the loan

of Holland made on account of the United States of

America, under the guarantee of the King ;
also for the

other debts of said States towards his Majesty, acknow-

ledged and stipulated in the contracts passed between us

on the 16th July and 25th February, 1783.

M. de Marbois informs me, that in pursuance of his

conversation and correspondence on this matter, with the

Superintendent of Finances, Mr. Governeur Morris, his

assistant took the trouble to call on him, and has verbally

announced to him, that the Superintendent would be able

to cause to be paid at the treasury, the four hundred thou-

sand livres, being the amount of interest due in Novem-

ber next, on the loan of ten millions guarantied by the

King ;
and that orders would be sent in consequence to

Amsterdam, as well as to Mr. Grand, at Paris. I have

no doubt, but that this banker has already received

the orders and necessary instructions to fulfil this object,

and also for the execution of the other engagements made

by Congress, stipulated in the two contracts abovemen-

tioned. I mean by this, the interest and such part of the

capital of the debt of the United States, to his Majesty,

as will become due next year. Although I have no doubts

as to their punctuality to fulfil their engagements on this

point, yet, sir, I think it my duty to bring them to your re-

collection, wishing you to write on the subject to the gen-
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eral Congress, in order that they may, beforehand, take the

necessary measures for the execution of the points agreed

upon by our treaties. I will be much obliged to you to

inform me of the steps you have taken on this subject,

and afterwards of the resolutions of Congress accordingly.

In the meantime, I have first communicated M. de Mar-

bois' opinion to the Comptroller General, and have de-

sired him to consult on the subject with Mr. Grand, who

must have received orders from Congress touching the

interest of the Dutch loan.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO CHARLES THOMPSON.

Passy, November 11, 1784.

Dear Friend,

I received your kind letter of August 13th, with the

papers annexed, relative to the affair of Longchamps.

I hope satisfaction will be given to M. Marbois. The

commissioners have written a joint letter to Congress.

This serves to cover a few papers relative to matters

with which I was particularly charged in 'the instructions.

I (shall write to you fully by the next opportunity,

having now only time to add, that I am as ever,

Yours most affectionately,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
P. S. I executed the instructions of October 29th,

1783, as soon as I knew the commissions for treating

with the Emperor, &c. were issued, which was not till

July, 1784. The three letters between the Emperor's

Minister and me, are what passed on that occasion.

B. F.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO M. GRAND.

Passy, January 9, 1785.

Sir,

I received your letter of the 29th past, with the state

of the interest money elaimed by the Department of Fi-

nance, as due the first inst. the accounts of your advances

for the United States, and a copy of the letters of Messrs.

Willink and Staphorst, offering you, by order of Mr.

Morris, four hundred thousand livres, the sum due in No-

vember last, for the interest of the Dutch loan, on all

which, you propose it for consideration, whether (that in-

terest being already advanced for us, and duly paid by

this Government, according to its guarantees) it would

not be more prudent to delay the full re-imbursement of

that sum, reserving one-half to answer the still arriving

old Loan Office drafts, Minister's salaries and contingent

expenses, and to re-imburse you of your advances, unless

Messrs. Willink and Staphorst, having more money of the

States in their hands, would on an Border from us,

advance two hundred thousand livres, which are ne-

cessary for those purposes. I communicated your let-

ter, with the other papers, to Mr. Adams, under

whose directions the loans managed by Messrs. W. & S.

have been transacted. He undertook to write to those

gentlemen for information, what money they might have

on hand beyond four hundred thousand livres; and they

have written in answer, that the two loans being nearly

full, they shall have
(if

I remember right) above a million

of florins, which would discharge honorably all our en-

gagements to this Court, a thing I much wish would be

done
;
but Mr. Adams alleges that he has no power to
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draw on or dispose of that fund, without orders from

Congress ;
and Mr. Jefferson and myself have, without

him, no such power. I have since received your letter

of the 5th instant, on the same subject, and being of

opinion with you, that (unless there be reasons for delay-

ing the payment, which we are unacquainted with) the

Congress cannot be pleased with this breach of punctual-

ity, while they have money lying dead in the hands of

those merchants in Holland. I communicated also this,

your second letter, to Mr. Adams, but he continues of

the same opinion, and was rather displeased with my
importunity, so that I can carry it no farther.

With regard to your request that I would give you

orders in writing for the payment to Government of a part

of the four hundred thousand livres, it does not seem

necessary or proper for me to give such orders. I can

only give you my opinion of what I should do were I in

your case. Your advances have been considerable, the

inconveniency to you not little, the mentioned sum has

already been advanced for the States by this Government,

and our credit in Holland thereby saved till the next

year's interest becomes due, before which time, funds will

probably be prepared for the regular discharge of all in-

terests due to our European creditors. I would, there-

fore, at least retain the re-irabursement of any advances,

and sufficient to pay the salaries engaged for to the end

of 1784, and discharge the probable demands by Loan

Office bills still coming, for there is no reason why you
should continue longer in advance, or advance farther.

The House of Fizeaux & Grand have written to me
that they have drawn on me for the last year's interest

of their loan. You will please to pay the draft as usual.

VOL. ii. 6
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Do you think it probable, in the present state of things,

that loan could now be extended ? if so, I still have by

me the promises and compact which that House returned

to me.

I have the honor to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM M. GRAND TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE

TREASURY.

Paris, February 8, 1785.

Gentlemen,

I take the liberty to refer you to my last respects, dated

the 30th September, 1784, which I forwarded by dupli-

cates, with the account current of the States, closed by
a balance due to me of Liv. 38,592. 18. 9.

I have the honor to acquaint you, gentlemen, that a few

days after I received from Messrs. William & Jan Wil-

link, Nicolas & Jacob Van Staphorst, and De la Lande &.

Fynje, under date of 2d December, a remittance of sev-

eral bills, amounting to Liv. 400,131.6.6, which, as they

fall due, shall be carried to the credit of the United

States, as wejl as several others, enclosed in a letter from

the same gentlemen, dated the 30th December, amount-

ing to Liv. 217,463.3.10, the particulars whereof wil]

be found in the next extract of the account current of

the States, which I shall have the honor to transmit.

According to the orders of the Honorable Robert

Morris, Esq. I have taken due note of several bills which

he advised me, under date of the 4th October, having

drawn on me, amounting together to Liv. 113,088.10.9,
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which shall be exactly discharged; and I have paid to

General Armand, whose receipt I here enclose, Liv.

33,794.13.11, wherewith the States will likewise be

debited, as well as with Liv. 23,329.4, for the amount of

several sums paid by Mr. Morris per order for interest

on the certificates granted to the foreign officers, whose

receipts will also be annexed to this letter, and I shall

continue to pay the like objects mentioned in the list

which this gentlemen transmitted to me for this purpose.

General Armand having sent over to America his cer-

tificate for the abovementioned Liv. 33,794.13.11, I de-

sired his Excellency Dr, Franklin's approbation of my

paying the said sum, and he was pleased to signify it to

me, on General Armand's promise to deliver the certifi-

cate.

You will, gentlemen, have seen, out of my sincere re-

spects, how anxious I was to be enabled to discharge

several engagements of the States, many of which are

now due. I applied in consequence, to their Excellen-

cies, Dr. Franklin and John Adams, Esq. in order to get

some part of the money lying dead in Holland remitted

to me and paid to Government, and it was not without

much concern that I saw the want of success of my
reiterated entreaties to gain that point. I beg leave to

lay before your eyes, a copy of the last letter which Dr.

Franklin wrote me on this subject. My earnest wish

is, that you may, gentlemen, have now adopted such

measures whereby the claims of our Government may be

answered, and the credit of the United States daily

strengthened. I shall be happy to hear of them.

His Excellency Dr. Franklin, having been so kind as

to apply to Messrs. Le Couteulx & Co. in order to know
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what balance they might throw into my hands for account

of the United States, I hear with concern, that it con-

sists but in a very slender sum of about Liv. 19,000,

which is of no consideration, if compared with the claim

of our Government.

I cannot take upon myself to make him the tender of

part only of the Liv. 400,000 due for interest on the

Dutch loan, and I shall wait your orders, gentlemen, be-

fore I take a step which in my opinion, would rather be

beneath the dignity of Congress. Should, however, Go-

vernment become urgent on this head, I should then offer

them what would at that moment be found ofvacant funds

in my hands.

Being with great truth and respect, gentlemen, &.c.

GRAND.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Passy, February 8, 1785.

Sir,

I received by the Marquis de la Fayette, the two let-

ters you did me the honor of writing to me the llth and

14th of December, the one enclosing a letter from Con-

gress to the King, the other a resolve of Congress re-

specting the convention for establishing Consuls. The let-

ter was immediately delivered and well received. The

resolve came too late to suspend signing the convention,

it having been done July last, and a copy sent so long

since, that we now expected the ratification. As that

copy seems to have miscarried, I now send another.

I am not informed what objection has arisen in Con-
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to the plan sent me. Mr. Jefferson thinks it may
have been to the part, which restrained the Consuls from

all concern in commerce. That article was omitted, being

thought unnecessary to be stipulated, since either party

would always have the power of imposing such restraints

on its own officers, whenever it should think fit. I am

however, of opinion that this or any other reasonable ar-

ticle or alteration may be obtained at the desire of Con-

gress, and established by a supplement.

Permit me, sir, to congratulate you on your being called

to the high honor of presiding in our national councils,

and to wish you every felicity, being with the most perfect

esteem, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Passy, April 12, 1785.

Sir,

M. de Chaumont, who will have the honor of present-

ing this line to your Excellency, is a young gentlemen of

excellent character, whose father was one of our most

early friends in this country, which he manifested by cre-

diting us with a thousand barrels of gunpowder and other

military stores in 1776, before we had provided any ap-

parent means of payment. He has, as I understand, some

demands to make on Congress, the nature of which I am

unacquainted with; but my regard for the family makes

me wish that they may obtain a speedy consideration, and

such favorable issue as they may appear to merit.
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To this end I beg leave to recommend him to your

countenance and protection, and am with great respect, &tc.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Passy May 3, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that I

have at length obtained, and yesterday received, the

permission of Congress to return to America. As my

malady makes it impracticable for me to pay my devoirs

at Versailles personally, may I beg the favor of you, sir,

to express respectfully for me to his Majesty, the deep

sense I have of all the inestimable benefits his goodness

has conferred on my country ;
a sentiment that it will

be the business of the little remainder of life now left

me, to impress equally on the minds of all my country-

men. My sincere prayers are, that God may shower

down his blessings on the King, the Queen, their chil-

dren, and all the royal family, to the latest generations !

Permit me, at the same time, to offer you my thank-

ful acknowledgments for the protection and countenance

you afforded me at my arrival, and your many favors

during my residence here, of which I shall always re-

tain the most grateful remembrance.

My grandson would have had the honor of waiting on

you with this letter, but he has been some time ill of a

fever.

With the greatest esteem and respect, and best wishes
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for the constant prosperity of yourself, and all your

amiable family, I am, sir, your Excellency's most obedi-

ent and most humble servant,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

FROM MONSIEUR DE RAYNEVAL TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Versailles, May 8, 1785.

Sir.

I have learned with the greatest concern, that you are

soon to leave us. You will carry with you the affec-

tions of all France, for nobody has been more esteemed

than you. I shall call on you at Passy, to desire you to

retain for me a share in your remembrance, and renew

to you personally the assurances of the most perfect

attachment, with which I have the honor to be, sir, &c.

DE RAYNEVAL.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Passy, May 10, 1785.

Dear Sir,

I received your kind letter of the 8th of March, en-

closing the resolution of Congress, permitting my return

to America, for which I am very thankful, and am now

preparing to depart the first good opportunity. Next to

the pleasure of rejoining my own family will be that of

seeing you and yours well and happy, and embracing

once more my little friend, whose singular attachment to

me I shall always remember.



48 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

I shall be glad to render any acceptable services to

Mr. Randall. I conveyed the bayberry wax to Abbe

de Chalot, with your compliments, as you desired. He

returns his with many thanks. Be pleased to make my

respectful compliments acceptable to Mrs. Jay, and be-

lieve me ever, with sincere and great respect and es-

teem, &tc.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

P. S. The striking' of the medals being now in agi-

tation here, I send the enclosed for consideration.

B. F.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO CHARLES THOMPSON.

Paswy, May 10, 1785.

Dear Sir,

An old gentleman in Switzerland, long of the Magis-

tracy there, having written a book, entitled Du Gouv-

ernement des Mceurs, which is thought to contain many-

matters, that may be useful in America, desired to know

of me how he could convey a number of the printed

copies, to be distributed gratis among the members of

Congress. I advised his addressing the package to you

by way of Amsterdam, whence a friend of mine would

forward it. It is accordingly shipped there on board the

Van Berckel, Captain W. Campbell. There are good

things in the work, but his chapter on the liberty of the

press appears to me to contain more rhetoric than reason.

With great esteem I am, ever, &tc.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
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FROM COUNT DE VERGENNES TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Versailles, May 22, 1785.

Sir,

I have learnt with much concern of your retiring, and

of your approaching departure for America. You can-

not doubt but that the regrets, which you will leave, will

be proportionate to the consideration you so justly enjoy.

I can assure you, sir, that the esteem the King enter-

tains for you, does not leave you any thing to wish, and

that his Majesty will learn with real satisfaction, that

your fellow citizens have rewarded, in a manner worthy

of you, the important services that you have rendered

them.

I beg, sir, that you will preserve for me a share in

your remembrance, and never doubt the sincerity of the

interest I take in your happiness. It is founded on the

sentiments of attachment of which I have assured you,

and with which I have the honor to be, &c.
'

DE VERGENNES.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO THOMAS BARCLAY.

Passy, June 19, 1785.

Sir,

With respect to my continuing to charge 2500 ster-

ling per annum as my salary, of which you desire some

explanation, I send you, in support of that charge, the re-

solution of Congress, which is in these words.

" In Congress, October 5th, 1779. Resolved, that
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each of the Ministers Plenipotentiary be allowed at the

rate of two thousand five hundred pounds sterling per an-

num, and each of their secretaries at the rate of one thou-

sand pounds sterling per annum, in full for their services

and expenses respectively. That the salary of each of

the said officers be computed from the time of his leav-

ing his place of abode, to enter on the duties of his

office, and be continued three months after the notice of

his recall."

The several bills I afterwards received, drawn on the

Congress banker, Mr. Grand, for my salary, were all cal-

culated on that sum, as my salary ;
and neither the banker

nor myself has received notice of any change respecting

me. He has accordingly, since the drawing ceased, con-

tinued to pay me at the same rate. I have, indeed, heard

that a resolution was passed last year, that the salaries of

Plenipotentiaries should be no more than 2,000 sterling

per annum. But the resolution, I suppose, can relate on-

ly to such Plenipotentiaries as should be afterwards ap-

pointed ; for I cannot conceive that the Congress, after

promising a Minister 2,500 a year, and when he has

thereby been encouraged to engage in a way of living for

their honor, which only that salary can support, would

think it just to diminish it a fifth, and leave him under the

difficulty of reducing his expenses proportionably ;
a thing

scarce practicable ; the necessity of which he might have

avoided, if he had not confided in their original promise.

But the article of salary, with all the rest of my ac-

counts will be submitted to the judgment of Congress, to-

gether with some other considerable articles I have not

charged, but on which I shall expect from their equity,

some consideration. If, for want of knowing precisely
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the intention of Congress, what expenses should be

deemed public, and what private, I have charged any ar-

ticle to the public, which should be defrayed by me, their

banker has my order, as soon as the pleasure of Congress

shall be made known to him, to rectify the error by trans-

ferring the amount to my private account, and discharging

by so much that of the public.

I have the honor to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM M. DE CASTRIES TO B. FRANKLIN.

Translation.

VersaUles, July 10, 1785.

Sir,

1 was not apprised, until within a few hours, of the ar-

rangements, which you have made for your departure.

Had I been informed of it sooner, I should have proposed

to the King to order a frigate to convey you to your own

country, in a manner suitable to the known importance of

the services you have been engaged in, to the esteem

you have acquired in France, and the particular regard

which his Majesty entertains for you.

I pray you, sir, to accept my regrets and a renewed as-

surance of the most entire consideration with which I have

the honor to be, sir, your very humble and very obedient

servant.

DE CASTRIES.
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FROM B. FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, September 19, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor to acquaint you, that I left Paris the

12th of July, and, agreeably to the permission of Con-

gress, am returned to my country. Mr. Jefferson had

recovered his health, and was much esteemed and re-

spected there. Our joint letters have already informed

you of our late proceedings, to which I have nothing to

add, except that the last act I did, as Minister Plenipo-

tentiary for making treaties, was to sign with him, two

days before I came away, the treaty of friendship and

commerce, that had been agreed on with Prussia, and

which was to be carried to the Hague, by Mr. Short,

there to be signed by Baron Thulemeier on the part

of the King, who, without the least hesitation, had ap-

proved and acceded to the new humane articles pro-

posed by Congress. Mr. Short was also to call at Lon-

don for the signature of Mr. Adams, who I learnt, when

at Southampton, was well received at the British Court.

The Captain Lamb, who, in a letter of yours to Mr.

Adams, was said to be coming to us with instructions re-

specting Morocco, had not appeared, nor had we heard

any thing of him
;
so nothing had been done by us in that

treaty.

I left the Court of France in the same friendly dispo-

sition towards the United States, that we have all along

experienced, though concerned to find that our credit is

not better supported in the payment of the interest money

due on our loans, which, in case of another war, must be,

they think, extremely prejudicial to us, and indeed may
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contribute to draw on a war the sooner, by affording our

enemies the encouraging confidence that those who take

so little care to pay, will not again find it easy to borrow.

I received from the King at my departure, the present of

his picture set round with diamonds, usually given to Min-

isters Plenipotentiary, who have signed any treaties with

that Court ;
and it is at the disposition of Congress, to

whom be pleased to present my dutiful respects.

I am, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

P. S. Not caring to trust them to a common convey-

ance, I send by my late Secretary, who will have the

honor of delivering them to you, all the original treaties

I have been concerned in negotiating, that were com-

pleted. Those with Portugal and Denmark, continue in

suspense.

B.F.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Phikdelphia, July 6, 1786.

Sir,

The enclosed paper will inform you of what has pass-

ed here, between Scotosh, a Chief of the Wyandot na-

tion, and this government, on his way to Congress. He

is recommended as having been always very friendly to

our people ;
and the Council have defrayed the expense

of him and his company here, and to New York
; where,

as Colonel Harmar informs, he is to visit Congress. He

expresses a strong desire of going to France, but, as it

must cost something considerable to support him thither,
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there and back again, we have given him no expectation

that the Congress will approve of it. But if it could be

well afforded, I should conceive it might be of use to

our affairs in that part of the country, if, after viewing

the Court, and troops, and population of France, he

should return, impressed with a high idea of the great-

ness and power of our ally, and thence be able to influ-

ence the western Indians, with opinions proper to defeat

the insinuations of the English, who are posted on those

frontiers.

With great regard, &,c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Philadelphia, July 3, 1786.

Scotosh, an Indian Chief of the Wyandots, and son

to the half King of that nation, visited the President,

accompanied by Monsieur Pierre Douillier, a French

trader, of Detroit, as interpreter, who acquainted the

President that 'the Chief had a few words to deliver

from his father.

The Chief, then taking in his hands three strings of

White Wampum, said

Brother,

. I come from my father to speak to you of good and bad

affairs, good and bad news, my father now speaks.

My Brothers, ;.il j

"
I inform you that among my people all is good, we

" have no bad affairs, no bad news to relate to you, nor

" have I heard of any bad news from Detroit. A
"

String.
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" Near the falls I have heard there are bad affairs
;

" but that country is far from mine. There are some
" bad people thereabouts, vagabonds from different na-

"
tions, but none of my people are among them.

" A
"

String.
" My Brothers,

"
I shall be very glad to hear' that the measuring the

" Indian country may be delayed. For the bad people
"

will, I fear, take occasion from the measuring to do
" more mischief. Perhaps the measurers will be killed,

" and it would give pain to me and my nation to hear

" such bad news."

The Chief then spoke as from himself.

Brothers,

You have made a good clear road for us to come to

you without danger or inconvenience, I have found it

good and safe, having been kindly treated every where

by your people. We will do the same for them, when

they have occasion to pass through our country.

Brothers,

I request you would, as soon as possible, let me know

what you think of the words I brought from my father,

that I may acquaint him therewith, and that mischief to

the measurers may be prevented.

He added, that he was going to New York, to visit

the Congress, and that he had a curiosity to cross the

seas, and see France.

The President replied, that he would communicate

the words to the Council, and on Wednesday give an

answer. He had no expectations of so much formality

in this visit, or he should have requested a meeting of

Council to receive it.
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July 5, 1786.

Scotosh, soih to the half King of the Wyandots, with

Monsieur Drouillier, his interpreter, coming again to the

President's house, the President spoke to him as follows.

Brother,

I have communicated to the Council, the words you

delivered to me from my father, and we now return the

answer I am about to give you, to be sent him.

Our Brother,

We are glad lo learn from you that there are no bad

affairs in your country, and that all is well with you, we

hope it may long continue. A String.

We know there are some bad people about the falls,

from whence we sometimes hear of mischief done by

them, we are glad that none of our friends, the Wyan-

dots, are among them ;
for they will probably soon suffer

for their evil actions. A String.

Our Brother,

This State of Pennsylvania measures no lands, but

what has been fairly purchased of the Six Nations.

The country you speak of, is far beyond our limits, and

the measuring of it under the direction of the Congress.

It is therefore with that great Council to consider your

friendly advice on that subject. A String.

The President then acquainted Scotosh, that as he

was going to New York, the Council had ordered some

money to be given to him for his travelling expenses,

(which was accordingly done) and that the charge of

their entertainment while here would also be defrayed ;

for which he returned hearty thanks. He was at the

same time assured, that we should endeavor always to

keep the road between us as open, clear and safe as he

had found it.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO M. GRAND.

Philadelphia, July 11, 1786.

Sir,

I send you enclosed some letters that have passed be-

tween the Secretary of Congress and me, respecting three

millions of livres, acknowledged to have been received

before the treaty of February, 1778, as dongratuit from

the King, of which only two millions are found in your

accounts
; unless the million from the Farmers General

be one of the three. I have been assured that all the

money received from the King, whether as loan or gift,

went through your hands
;
and as I always looked on the

million we had of the Fanners General to be distinct

from what we had of the Crown, I wonder how I came

to sign the contract, acknowledging three millions of gift,

when, in reality, there was only two, exclusive of that

from the Farmers
; and, as both you and I examined the

project of the contract before I signed it, I am surprised,

that neither of us took notice of the error.

It is possible that the million furnished ostensibly by

the Farmers, was in fact a gift of the Crown, in which

case, as Mr. Thompson observes, they owe us for the

two ship loads of tobacco, which they received on ac-

count of it. I must earnestly request of you to get this

matter explained, that it may stand clear before I die, lest

some enemy should afterwards accuse me of having re-

ceived a million not accounted for.

I am, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
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FROM MONSIEUR DURIVAL TO M. GRAND

Translation.

Versailles, August 30, 1786.

Sir,

I have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write on the 28th of this month, touching the advance

of a million, which you say was made by the Farmers

General to the United States of America, the 3rd of

June, 1777. I have no knowledge of that advance.

What I have verified is, that the King, by the contract

of the 25th of February, 1783, has confirmed the gra-

tuitous gift, which his Majesty had previously made, of

the three millions hereafter mentioned, viz. one million

delivered by the royal treasury, the 10th of June, 1776,

and two other millions advanced also by the royal trea-

sury, in 1777, on four receipts of the Deputies of Con-

gress, of the 17th of January, 3rd of April, 10th of

June, and 15th of October, of the same year. This

explanation will, sir, I hope, resolve your doubt, touch-

ing the advance of the 3rd of June, 1777. I further

recommend to you, sir, to confer on this subject with M.

Gojard, who ought to be better informed than we, who

had no knowledge of any advances, but those made by

the royal treasury.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DURIVAL.
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FROM MONSIEUR DURIVAL TO M. GRAND.

Translation.

Versailles, September 5, 1786.

Sir,

I laid before the Count De Vergennes, the two let-

ters you did me the honor to write, touching the three

millions, the free gift of which the King has confirmed in

favor of the United States of America. The Minister,

sir, observed that this gift has nothing to do with the

million, which the Congress may have received from the

Farmers General in 1777
; consequently he thinks, that

the receipt, which you desire may be communicated to

you, cannot satisfy the object of your view, and that it

would be useless to give you the copy which you desire.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DURIVAL.

FROM M. GRAND TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Pnris, September 9, 1786.

My Dear Sir,

The letter you honored me with, covered the copies

of three letters, which Mr. Thompson wrote you to ob-

tain an explanation of a million, which is not to be found

in my accounts. I should have been very much embar-

rassed in satisfying and proving to him, that 1 had not

put that million in my pocket, had I not applied to M.

Durival, who, as you will see by the answer enclosed,

informs me, that there was a million paid by the royal

treasury, on the 10th of June, 1776. This is the very
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million about which Mr. Thompson inquires, as I have

kept an account of the other two millions, which were

also furnished by the royal treasury, viz. the one million

in January and April, 1777, the other in July and Octo-

ber of the same year, as well as that furnished by the

Farmers General in June, 1777.

Here then are the three millions exactly, which were

given by the King before the treaty of 1778, and that

furnished by the Farmers General. Nothing- then re-

mains to be known, but who received the first million in

June, 1776. It could not be myself, as I was not charg-

ed with the business of Congress, until January, 1777.

I therefore requested of M. Durival a copy of the re-

ceipt for the one million. You have the answer, which

he returned to me. I wrote to him again, renewing my

request, but as the courier is just setting off, I cannot

give you his answer, but you will receive it in my next,

if I obtain one.

In the meanwhile, I beg you will receive the assur-

ances of the sentiments of respect, with which I have

the honor to be, Sir, &c.

GRAND.

**

FROM M. DURIVAt TO M. GRAND.

Translation

Versailles, September 10, 1786.

Sir,

I have laid before the Count de Vergennes, as you

seemed to desire, the letter which you did me the honor

to write yesterday. The Minister persists in the opinion,
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that the receipt, the copy of which you request, has no

relation to the business with which you were entrusted on

behalf of Congress, and that this piece would be useless

in the new point of view in which you have placed it.

Indeed, sir, it is easy for you to prove that the money in

question was not delivered by the Royal Treasury into

your hands, as you did not begin to be charged with the

business of Congress until January, 1777, and the receipt

for that money is of the 10th of June, 1776.

I have the honor to be, &.c.

DURWAL.

FROM M. GRAND TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Paris, September 12, 1786.

Sir,

I hazard a letter in hopes it may be able to join that of

the 9th at L'Orient, in order to forward to you the an-

swer I have just received from M. Durival. You will

there see, that notwithstanding my entreaty, the Minister

himself refuses to give me a copy of the receipt which I

asked for. I cannot conceive the reason for this reserve,

more especially since, if there has been a million paid,

he who has received it has kept the account, and it must

in time be known. I shall hear with pleasure, that you
have been more fortunate in this respect in America than

1 have been in France
;
and 1 repeat to you the assu-

rance of the sentiments of regard with which I have the

honor to be, &c.

GRAND.
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, November 21, 1786.

Sir,

I send the enclosed papers, requesting your perusal of

them, and that you would let me know what answer I

may make to Sir Edward Newenham and General Wash-

ington. I have known Sir Edward many years, and that

he was always a firm friend to our cause, and rendered

many substantial services to our countrymen that happen-

ed to be .prisoners in Ireland. Hitherto we have parried

the infinite number of French applications for consul-

ships in their ports, by acquainting them with the law

of Congress to appoint none but citizens. I know not

whether the Congress will think fit to deviate in this in-

stance, as it will open a door for boundless solicitation
;

though I could wish Sir Edward's merit could have some

mark conferred on it, of the gratitude and regard of our

States, I do not pretend to solicit Congress in his favor

having no opinion of my interest.

With great respect, I have the honor to be &c.

B. FRANKLIN.
Please to return the letters when done with.

SIR EDWARD NEWENHAM TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Belle Champe, July 10, 1786.

My Dear Friend,

I know not how to apologize for the liberty I now

take. Your own goodness of heart must seal my pardon.

I can only say, that were our situations changed, I

should do the same for you.
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I have fixed my son, Mr. Robert O'Callaghan New-

enham, at Marseilles, where his sister lives; she is mar-

ried to Mr. Folsch of that city, and Consul for Sweden

at that and the neighboring ports ;
I invest all his for-

tune in the trade of that rising city, where he will spend

the rest of his days.

He has often addressed me to solicit this favor; at last

his perseverance and sanguine hopes of success, have

induced me to second his wish. It is to have the distin-

guished honor conferred upon him by the Congress of the

United States of North America, of being appointed their

Consul at the port of Marseilles. I will be bound in any

penal sum for his good conduct. I can assert, on the

most sacred word of man, that he is blessed with the

purest principles of integrity and virtue : he is attentive

to his religious and civil duties
;
he has exceeding good

natural parts, and is well read in history ; speaks French

perfectly, and is now learning all other languages.

Though he is my son, I would not ascribe merits or vir-

tues to him, which he did not really possess. He was

always warm in the cause of America, as all the rest of

my family (one only excepted) have been. May I then,

my dear and respected friend, entreat your parental soli-

citation in favor of a beloved and dutiful son
;
thus to

honor the parent and raise the son into future conse-

quence. It will be mine and my family's pride to have

my son distinguished by Congress, (that glorious assem-

bly of
patriots) in whose cause I so early engaged ;

whose

interest 1 supported ; whose suffering sailors I often re-

lieved
; and I believe the active part I took in preventing

more troops to be sent out of this kingdom to keep up
the devastation of war in America, is well known to Con-
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gress. / never deserted their cause when victory appear-

ed doubtful, though my estate, and perhaps my life,

would have been forfeited, had not their own persever-

ance (aided by Heaven) overcome difficulties then deem-

ed insurmountable.

This request and circumstances being laid before Con-

gress by YOU, will, I trust, ensure success. I shall be

proud to shew my countrymen, that my zeal for Ameri-

can independence has been rewarded in the most honora-

ble manner, and that the saviors of American freedom

bear a reciprocal regard for their Irish friends.

I shall impatiently expect the honor of an answer.

I have the honor to be, dear sir, with the most sincere

and perfect respect and esteem, your most obliged and

obedient humble servant.

EDWARD NEWENHAM.

FROM SIR EDWARD NEWENHAM TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Belle Champe, August 12, 1786.

Sir,

I beg leave to enclose you two letters, one for the

President, and the other for Congress, towards obtaining

what I really think my services have some claim to. If

it was no more than being the chiefmeans of stopping the

sending off the whole army of Ireland to assist in

the subjugation of the [freemen of North America. I

leave the introduction of this matter to your superior wis-

dom. It is a novel and free mode of a private freeman,

soliciting a favor and honor from an Assembly of free-

men; but, conscious of my services and zeal in support of

their cause, I entertain the fondest hopes of success.
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My son is really deserving of any trust
;
he has the

best of principles, and as he is now, forever, become a

subject of your magnanimous ally, he is a fit object for

American honors
; you can easily form an idea how proud

it would make me, and how pleased the friends of Ame-

rica in this kingdom will be, at his promotion.

I have lately received a valuable present of trees and

seeds from Colonel Wadsworth of Connecticut State
;

and the trees promise well
; planting is my chief amuse-

ment, and as I do all the nice parts myself, sowing the

seed, pruning, budding, &tc. I never leave any thing to

a gardener, therefore I have one of the most healthy and

promising plantations in the kingdom. I brought the seeds

of the largest fir trees, in that part of the Alps near St.

Bernard, to this place, and the plants are in the most

promising state
;

it is the finest deal in Europe, but not

much used, as the expense is so great in bringing the tim-

ber over such a tract of mountains
;

it is peculiar only to

one spot.

I send you a few newspapers; by them you will see the

accounts of the white boys in this country ;
who never

would have got up, if Government had not insulted the

volunteers
; they now wish for the volunteers to repel

them, but none will march against them, except a few

ministerial dependents.

Lady Newenham joins me in the warmest respects and

highest regards for you and your grandson. She is so

anxious in this affair, that if it could ensure success, she

would cross the Atlantic to obtain it, her parental heart is

so elated with the idea of it.

I shall, towards the latter end of November, impatient-
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ly hope for the honor of an answer. I have written to

Gen. Washington and Mr. Jay to request their support.

.This goes by the Dublin packet, Captain Alcorn. I

have the honor to be, my dear sir, and ever respected

friend, with every sentiment of esteem, your most obe-

dient servant.

EDWARD NEWENHAM.

FROM SIR EDWARD NEWENHAM TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

Belle Champe, near Dublin, >

August 12, 1786. 5

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose your Excellency a letter

for the honorable Congress. I might give a list of ser-

vices, done in the most perilous times
;

I might give my
account of expenditures ;

but those having been done and

incurred through principle, I cannot claim credit for them;

my wish is to be honored by my fellow-patriots ;
that will

be my glory, and the pride of a family early attached to

yours and the liberties of your countrymen.

I may have erred in the mode of application; but I

have not wilfully omitted applying in the most respectful

manner, therefore entreat indulgence for any mistakes.

I now beg leave, sir, to apologize to you for the liberty

I have taken, and the trouble I presume to give you, to

lay the enclosed before you. The Honorable Doctor

Franklin will readily inform you of his opinion on this

subject, as far as it relates to me.

I have the honor to be, sir, &tc.

EDWARD NEWENHAM.
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FROM SIR EDWARD NEWENHAM TO CONGRESS.

To the Right Honorable the President and Members

of the Congress of the United States of North

America.

Belle Champe, near Dublin, y

August 12, 1786. 5

Sirs,

I trust that this mode of addressing so respectable and

magnanimous an assembly, will not be deemed presump-

tuous in a private individual, who so early and warmly

supported the just rights of the freemen of North Ame-

rica.

It will be my pride to have one of my family honored

by you. It will shew my friends and yours in this king-

dom, that my zealous endeavors to support American in-

dependence are most amply rewarded.

My humble desire is to have my son Robert O'Cal-

laghan Newenham honored with the important trust of

being Consul for the United States of North America, at

the port of Marseilles, in the kingdom of France.

He is settled there in the mercantile line, his whole for-

tune is to be remitted, and he is to spend the remainder

of his days there.

In my pretensions to so distinguished an honor, I beg

leave to refer to the Honorable Doctor Benjamin Frank-

lin. I believe I need not refer to the public prints of

those days, when a friend to the liberties of America,

was deemed a bold character for an Irishman to support.

That friend I gloried in being and ever shall.

I shall not presume to add more, only that you cannot

find a man of better principles, purer integrity, or warmer
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zeal in your service, than my son. As such I recom-

mend him, and will be answerable for the faithful dis-

charge of his duty.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

EDWARD NEWENHAM.

FROM LADY GRACE ANNA NEWENHAM TO BENJAMIN

FRANKLIN.

Belle Clumpe, August 21, 1786.

Dear Sir,

Permit me to solicit your support towards obtaining

the honor of my son, Robert O'Callaghan Newenham,

being appointed Consul of the United States of America

at Marseilles. Sir Edward has settled him there, proba-

bly for life. This appointment must be of service to

him, as well as an honor to his father and me.

I would not offer to solicit your respectable friendship,

did I not know he will not disgrace your protection

his heart and his principles are equally good, and he

possesses an intelligence and sobriety of conduct much

beyond his years.

Believe me, sir, I am fully sensible of the impropriety

of my thus intruding upon you; but when I consider the

character I am addressing, I am encouraged to expect

every allowance for a mother's pleading for the interest

and honor of a beloved son, and if I do not succeed in

my wishes for him, I shall feel secure of pardon, from

the universal philanthropy with which you are so emi-

nently distinguished. I am, &c.

GRACE ANNA NEWENHAM.
I request my compliments to your grandson.
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FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Mount Vernon, November 3, 1786.

Sir,

The letter, of which I have the honor to enclose your

Excellency an extract, and the addresses, came to my
hands a few days since. Whether the latter are origi-

nals or copies, and whether any steps have been taken

in compliance with Sir Edward Newenham's wishes, you

can better decide than I
; also, if there has not, what is

best to be done with the application.

If I mistake not, this case militates with a resolve of

Congress, which declares that none but citizens of these

United States shall hold consular appointments under it.

But how far the singularity of the application, from such

a character, and under such enumeration of circumstan-

ces, may occasion a departure therefrom (if my belief

is founded) is not for me to decide.

This letter to you, my good sir, is the first move I

have made in this business, and I will await your senti-

ments before I make another.

I am, &c.

GEO. WASHINGTON.

Extract of a letter from Sir Edward Neivenham to

George Washington.

Belle Champe, near Dublin, >

August 15, 1786. $

Dear Sir,

-" May I presume to solicit your friendship in obtaining

the wish of a whole family, viz : to have one of them



70 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

honored by the Congress of American patriots. The

idea originated with my son he is so good and virtuous

a young man, that I can boldly assert he never will dis-

honor any confidence reposed in him
;

he has been

warm in yours and your country's cause from the begin-

ning ;
his future life is fixed at Marseilles, where his for-

tune is vested, his third sister is married there he wants

no salary, it is the honor he solicits for.

I cannot express how anxious I am to obtain his wish.

The mode I have adopted is novel, but it occurred to

me as the most respectful. I have acquainted Doctor

Franklin and Mr. Jay with this affair, and had time

been allowed, I am confident that the Marquis de la

Fayette would write most warmly in our favor
;
but as

this is the only opportunity of a safe conveyance, that I

can have for some time, I could not delay it
; the ship

Dublin Packet, Captain Alcorn, sails to-morrow for

Philadelphia, and this will be committed to his care."

FROM JOHN JAY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

New York, December 30, 1786.

Sir,

I have received the letter you did me the honor to

write on the 27th day of November last, with the papers

mentioned to be enclosed with it, which shall be laid be-

fore Congress as soon as they make a house.

Letters from Sir Edward Newenham on the same sub-

ject, had been previously received, but the want of an

adequate representation in Congress has hitherto prevent-

ed, and still prevents, a decision on it.

With sentiments of great respect, &tc.

JOHN JAY.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THE PRESIDENT OF PENNSYLVANIA.

New York, February 8, 1787.

Mr. Jay presents his compliments to his Excellency

Doctor Franklin, and, agreeable to his request, has the

honor of returning herewith enclosed, the letters trans-

mitted in the Doctor's letter of the 21st November last.

Those letters, with others on the same subject, were laid

before Congress, and had it not been for the act which

confines their appointment of Consuls to citizens, there is

no doubt but that Congress would most readily have com-

plied with Sir Edward Newenham's request.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New York, February 24, 1787.

Sir,

I have just received a letter from Lady Newenham on

the subject of the application of Sir Edward for the con-

sulship of Marseilles for their son. The solicitude of that

amiable family, to obtain that mark of the notice of the

United States, seems so fervent, that considering their

uniform and zealous attachment to America, the necessity

of disappointing their hopes is to be regretted, especially

too, as the object of their wishes is far from being a very

important one. If Mr. Newenham would come to this

country and be naturalized in either of the States, I pre-

sume the objection arising from the act of Congress,
which confines these appointments to citizens, would be

removed
; and on the least intimation that he would then

have the honor he solicits, I apprehend he would not
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hesitate to take this step. It would, however, be impro-

per for me to suggest such a hint to Sir Edward, unless

authorized by Congress to do it
;
and I take the liberty

of mentioning this expedient, from an opinion that no-

thing but the act in question restrains Congress from

complying with his request, and gratifying the wishes of

that good friend of our country.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, January 3rd, 1787.

Sir.

Mr. Samuel Vaughan, jr. has informed me that he pur-

poses applying to Congress, for an employment in their

intended Mint, and for some encouragement to explore

the United States with respect to the ores, minerals &tc.,

that may be contained in their territories, and has re-

quested of me a line of recommendation to you. I do

not know how far his views may be compatible with those

of Congress, nor do I presume to have any interest that

may promote them
;
but if it may be of use to him, I

with pleasure, give this testimony that I have known

him some years, during which he has been constantly en-

gaged in the diligent study of metallurgy and mineralogy,

and in travelling through most of the countries of Eu-

rope, where there are mines, and where those sciences

flourish, to inspect the one and converse with the learned

and experienced professors of the other
;

that he has

brought with him to this country, a most valuable collec-
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tion of books on the subject, as well as a very great as-

sortment of all the different ores, &c., and that I esteem

him as a man of probity and integrity, as well as of great

skill and ingenuity, so that in my opinion, if induced to

stay among us with his collections, it will be a valuable

acquisition to our country.

With great respect, I have to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN.

FROM SAMUEL VAUGHAN TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, December 29, 1786.

Sir,

Since I had the pleasure of seeing you I have enter-

tained some thoughts, with the concurrence of my friends,

of offering myself as a candidate for one of the offices

in the Mint lately established by Congress ;
and in this

case, I have little doubt your favoring me with your coun-

sel, and ifthe idea meets your approbation, of then assist-

ing me with that recommendation only, for which your

acquaintance with me, might be a foundation. As to a

friend, I shall take the liberty of speaking fully of my
views, and I shall hope for your indulgence, in attending

for a few moments to them.

I am too much an advocate for liberty of retirement,

ever to seek an office to form my object in life
; my cir-

cumstances and connexions render me perfectly indepen-

dent of every pecuniary motive
;

and I hope I have

more meritorious reasons for my conduct than any exter-

nal applause. I am induced, sir, to offer myself in this

line, as the one in which I could be the most eminently

useful, and which I could execute with the greatest self

VOL. ii. 10
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approbation.
I appeal, sir, to your own knowledge of

my studies and travels, for a presumption of my ability

for this office, as coinage is, particularly in Germany, one

of the inferior branches to chemistry and mineralogy.

However, the best chosen collection of books in this con-

tinent, in this line, a collection of minerals that would be

very respectable even in Europe, and a perfect apparatiis

for every operation, particularly for assaying, which I have

just received from Europe, will carry a still stronger

proof of my having made metallurgy a considerable ob-

ject of my attention. Exclusively, I pretend to connex-

ions in Europe, that lead me to imagine I could execute

the proposed plan more perfectly and more economically,

than it is likely may be done by perhaps any one on this

continent. I should be happy to be nominated to the

appointment in question, provided that it was not to be

considered as binding for more than from three to six

years, and provided that six weeks or two months in the

year might be allowed me, when the Mint was once in a

regular train, for an attention to my private concerns. I

cannot help here observing, that there seems to be an

error made by Congress in the arrangement of the Mint.

It is the establishment of separate offices, to appearance,

also independent of each other, and nearly on a level.

One director, to which every department should be sub-

servient, would be less expensive, more regular and ex-

peditious, and less liable to miscarriage.

My ultimate object, sir, in seeking this employment,
is not the mint, the direction of which, in itself, would

be a trifle
;
but another more important and extensive^

It is the exploring the mineral productions of the United

States. It is the public utility and my inclinations that
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I consult; not my personal emolument. The object

would require some years, and to pursue it at my own

private expense would be too great a sacrifice. I shall

not only, be satisfied if my extraordinary disbursements

are paid, but 1 wish to save that expense to the State,

by uniting the pursuit with an office, the duties of which

will be extremely cumbersome ;
and as unconnected

with my own plan, I should derive neither satisfaction,

honor or profit ;
if my own ideas are not approved of by

yourself, I beg you to interest yourself no further on the

subject. I, however, imagine that there will be no diffi-

culty in the union, and that when the mint is once estab-

lished, and in a regular train, as much time may be

spared as the seasons would allow, to apply to the ob-

ject in question.

The plan that I would have the honor to propose,

would be, to travel through the most inhabited parts of

the country, to determine the different mineral produc-

tions, and give the result of my inquiries to the public,

in different and easy modes of information. To point

out the ores proper for the extraction of the several

metals ; clay for bricks, crucible work in the various

manufactures, pottery, queen's ware or porcelain ;
lime

and marl for fluxes, manure or cement
;
sand proper for

making o fglass, for casting, or colors ; coal for its various

applications; common salt in countries distant from navi-

gation, and salt springs ;
and strata of other salts, for

alum, soap, powder, &c. besides an
infinity of other min-

eral productions, necessary to society. Mineralogy is at

present reduced to a regular science
; it is found of late,

that the mountains in the universe are not the confused

mass of substances formerly supposed, but are so homo-
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geneous as to give sufficient grounds for systems of sub-

terranean geography ;
and have a certain regularity, that

to one informed in this science, renders the exploring of

a country but seldom difficult. The only objections to

my mind, arise from the badness of the roads in some

parts, and the prejudices of individuals in others
;
and

this latter renders the sanction of the public authority the

more necessary.

Not, however, to occasion too high expectations being

formed of this plan, I must add, sir, that I cannot, not-

withstanding what I have said above, pretend in every

case to point out directly, the place where a man may
find the substance he stands in need of, particularly the

metals. My province will only be to indicate the most

probable places of research. It is possible, with consi-

derable accuracy, to determine every kind of strata in a

country, but not to point out the presence of every ad-

ventitious substance, not a necessary and constituent part

of that strata, but which, when existing, might be found

in that strata alone. Thus, there is a kind of copper ore

found only in a certain species of slate. I might discover

where that slate is, but it is a chance to determine

whether the ore is in it, and will be impossible further to

determine, whether in sufficient quantity to deserve no-

tice. It is again easy to determine whether certain strata

exist in a country, but not whether they are proper for

the uses we require. Thus clay or coal may be found,

but it must be the object of particular research to know

whether the first is sufficiently free from metals or acids

for porcelain, or the latter of a proper purity to apply to

the working of metals. In short, it- is not to discover

the particular spot where every substance may be found
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with every necessary circumstance, for application to the

various manufactures in which the same mineral may be

used, but to give the general system of the country, and

the probable places in which different manufacturers may
search for their several objects. The assertion,which I

have made, of there being a certain determinate order of

strata, in every part of the globe, of which we have, as

yet, any accounts, you may imagine to have some foun-

dation also, in this continent, from the common observa-

tion of the mountains running in ranges ; but, at the same

time, the extent of this continent points out the labor

and time that it will be requisite to devote to the subject,

before we can flatter ourselves with any considerable re-

turn. So far, sir, for my plan ;
I will now touch upon

the expediency of it.

The encouragement of mining has, by many sensible

people on this continent, been highly reprobated, as like-

ly to turn to the prejudice of the community ; many ex-

amples offering in this country in their favor, in cases of a

want ofsuccess, and that ofSpain, where they have the most

decided. But, sir, in this, as in every thing else, ignor-

ance is the source of error. What should a rational man,

short of disappointment, expect in the application of

a science, with the first rudiments of which he was total-

ly unacquainted ? Mining in Sweden, Denmark, Ger-

many, and lately in France and Russia, where they are

guided by experience and instruction, is a manufacture in

the strictest point of view
; being, as in the case of every

manufacture, governed by the rarity of the first materials,

and the labor spent in producing them. And further,

they are as well calculated, and carried on with as much

certainty of the produce, in relation to the expense, as
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almost in any other manufacture. On the other hand,

evil effects are produced in Spain, not by the pursuit of

mining, but by the depravity of the Legislature. In a free

country, every thing tends to an equality, and there is only

that difference existing, necessary to reward the indus-

trious. No evil can arise but luxury, which carries with

it its own cure; and otherwise, I believe it would be very

difficult to prove any gift of nature to be hurtful, where

freedom of inquiry is permitted, and still less where it is

encouraged, and the human mind guided by the precepts

of reason. But although mining forms a capital object

in the present plan, it is by no means the principal one,

and much less does the valuable metals form a considera-

ble part of it. As we have as yet had but little informa-

tion of any signs of gold or silver in these States, there

is little likelihood of their presence in any considerable

quantity. The most necessary ones in our common

economy are the most plentiful. If, sir, you pursue the

list which I have begun, some pages back you will find

that the metals are the least numerous subjects of demand;

and if you consider the attention of most European na-

tions, to the procuring, working, and combining the metals

and the knowledge requisite, you will perhaps agree that

America is likely to attend to more simple manufactures.

It is true that America offers little encouragement in the

present moment, for the establishment of manufactures;

but whoever understands the causes of this situation, must

at the same time perceive their daily and rapid decrease.

It is impossible but America must be a manufacturing coun-

try, as well as an agricultural one. Its nature and situa-

tion will render their existence necessary. And if in the

neighborhood of navigation, the cheapness of European
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labor may prevent their pursuit, yet when the inland parts

become inhabited, the expense ofboth water and land car-

riage will render their establishment, in such situations,

easy and profitable. But let this period happen when it

will, no argument can arise from it against the present

plan. The time of inquiry should precede the want, and

the greater the present difficulties, the more necessary to

lend a helping hand. England, famous for its manufac-

tures, particularly of mineral productions, blessed as it is

with the utmost exclusive possession ofsome substances to

distribute to its sister nations, greatly fails in most sciences

that would assist the research of individuals for raw ma-

terials, or when found, of procuring them with the great-

est economy. There is not a single book I am acquaint-

ed with in the English language, made for the instruc-

tion of individuals in the several sciences, requisite to give

them proper views of those objects; and it is the reason

why, in England, mining is so hazardous and uncertain;

nay, often ruinous. It is the reason, also, why mineral

pursuits are so contracted there, and why the inhabitants

of these States labor under the same disadvantages.

The inactivity or inadvertency of Government in not

procuring proper instructions for its subjects, is the cause

of the backwardness of England in almost every branch

of mineral knowledge. The object is too expensive for

patriotic individuals, requires the union of too many
branches of science, and the sacrifice of too considerable

a proportion of time. In more despotic countries, where

the education of the people depends more on the govern-

ment, the rulers, if they have cramped their ideas on sub-

jects, where the light of nature is almost a sufficient di-

rector, have thought it necessary to instruct them in those
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which required extent of knowledge, experience and

penetration. France, ambitious that its subjects should

enjoy the greatest blessings offered by nature compatible

with the constitution of its government, employed four

eminent men the greatest part of their lives in travelling

through different countries, to determine the subterranean

geography of the earth, the modes of procuring the dif-

ferent mineral productions, and their different applica-

tions. Their publications form one of the most impor-

tant guides mankind possess in this line
;
and from that

time the French have constantly had some persons travel-

ling with this view, and daily reaped advantage from the

pursuit. The Elector of Saxony employed a well in-

structed officer to examine the whole of his territory,

and has published his account for the benefit of his sub-

jects.
The Elector of Hanover has trod nearly in the

same path. The King of Sweden and the Emperor
of Germany have instituted similar inquiries; and al-

though the result has not been published from authority,

yet it is taught in their schools for mineral officers.

Lastly, the Empress of Russia sent the famous Pallas to

the various parts of her immense dominions, and after his

drawing up a general plan of the country, which has been

published for the instruction of the inhabitants, in four

quarto volumes, she sent under his direction, properly

instructed persons, to all parts of her dominions, to make

still more particular researches, and in which they are at

present employed. It is the department that Mr. Pallas

has successfully executed, that I am endeavoring to es-

tablish, confident that no where can so much good pro-

ceed from inquiry and knowledge, as where the pursuit

and use of.it is guarded by freedom.
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This, sir, is the outline oi
%

my motives for applying to

you at present; the explanation was rather too long for a

letter, but yet, the novelty of the subject in this country

required it. If you think th% plan reasonable, likely to

be beneficial to the community, and to be carried into

execution, I beg you will present the enclosed to the

present Treasurer, aided with your support.

I beg my particular compliments to Mrs. Jay, and re-

main with the most respectful sentiments, &c.

SAMUEL VAUGHAN, Jr.

"
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FROM JOHN JAY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Office for Foreign Affairs, *

January^, 1787.$

Sir,

I was this morning honored with your Excellency's

letter of the 3d instant, which, relating to a matter with-

in the Treasury Department, shall be immediately laid

before the Honorable Commissioners, to whom Mr. Mor-

ris and Mr. Vaughan have written on the same subject.

Your sentiments of Mr. Vaughan cannot fail to impress

a very favorable opinion of him. I have long been in

the habit (if I may say so) of wishing well to him and

his family, and that he and they might become citizens of

America, and derive from it as much satisfaction as they

have manifested attachment to our cause and country.

With great respect and esteem, I have the honor to

be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

.HSfbfU; / M>-

VOL. iill
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FROM JOHN JAY TO SAMUEL VAUGHAN, JR.

New York, January 12, 1787.

Dear Sir,

I have been favored with your letter of the 29th ult.

which, together with those that were enclosed with it,

shall, without delay', be laid before the Commissioners of

the Treasury ; for, as your plan evidently merits their at-

tention, I think it is proper for me to communicate it

to them, without having previously formed an opinion

whether it should now be adopted, either in the whole or

in part. What I may probably think and do respecting

it, I forbear to mention or to hint; for I find it best to

make no promises nor professions on such occasions, but

to keep myself free from engagements, and at liberty to

act, and in such manner as, after due investigation and

reflection, my judgment may dictate.

Be pleased to present my best compliments to your

father and brother, and believe me to be, with senti-

ments of esteem and regard, &c.

JOHN JAY.

tfy^Jua iinisa tdt no itorfvrt ovc;i .aeftjwj;'/ .-iIiT-Lnc r.

-***._
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE

BOARD OF TREASURY.

Office for Foreign Affairs, J

January 18, 1787. $

Gentlemen,

I have the honor of transmitting to you herewith en-

closed, two letters directed to you, and two others direct-

ed to me, one of which is from Mr. Samuel Vaughan,
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dated the 29th December last, and the other from his

Excellency Doctor Franklin, dated the 3d day of Janua-

ry, instant.

Mr. Vaughan's letter to me treats fully and at large

the subject to which the others also relate, and which be-

ing within your department, I forbear making any other

remarks on, than that I consider Mr. Vaughan as being

a gentleman of merit, and that several of the ideas he

suggests appear to me to deserve attention.

I have the honor to be, with great respect and es-

teem, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOARD OF TREASURY

TO JOHN JAY.

Board of Treasury, 5

February 25, 1787. >

Sir,

We are honored with your letter of the 18th instant,

enclosing two letters directed to this Board, from Mr.

Robert Morris and Mr. Samuel Vaughan, and two others

directed to yourself.

From Mr. Vaughan's letter to the Board, we are not

able to determine what office in the Mint Department he

would wish to occupy ; though from the detail he has en-

tered into in his letter to you, we have reason to conclude

that the office he has in view, is in no degree connected

with the present establishment of the Mint. As we have

no authority under the late ordinance of the Mint to nomi-

nate any of the officers who are to execute the various
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duties of that establishment, we can only engage to lay

before Congress the communications you have been

pleased to make to this Board on the subject of Mr.

Vaughan's application.

Enclosed you will be pleased to receive the letters di-

rected to yourself, from his Excellency Doctor Franklin

and Mr. Samuel Vaughan.

We have the honor to be, with great esteem and re-

spect, Sic.

SAMUEL OSGOOD,
WALTER LIVINGSTON,
ARTHUR LEE.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO CHARLES THOMPSON.

Philadelphia, January 27, 1787.

Dear Friend,

You may remember, that in the correspondence be-

tween us in June last, on the subject of a million free

gift of the King of France, acknowledged in our con-

tract to have been received, but which did not appear to

be accounted for in our banker's accounts, unless it

should be the same with the million said to be received

from the Farmers General, I mentioned, that an expla-

nation might doubtless be easily obtained by writing to

Mr. Grand or Mr. Jefferson. I know not whether you

have accordingly written to either of them, but being

desirous that the matter should speedily be cleared up,

1 wrote myself to Mr. Grand a letter upon it, of which

I now enclose a copy, with his answers, and several let-

ters from M. Durival, who is Chef du Bureau des
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Fonds (and has under his care the finance) des Affaires

Etmngcres.

You will see by these letters, that the million in ques-

tion was delivered to somebody, on the 10th of June,

1776, but it does not appear to whom. It is clear, how-

ever, that it could not be to Mr. Grand, nor to the Com-

missioners from Congress, for we did not meet in France

till the end of December, 1776, or beginning of Janu-

ary, 1777, and that banker was not charged before with

our affairs.

By the Minister's reserve in refusing him a copy of

the receipt, I conjecture it must be money advanced for

our use, to M. de Beaumarchais, and that it is a Mystere

du Cabinet, which perhaps should not be further inquir-

ed into, unless necessary to guard against more demands

than may be just from that agent ;
for it may well be

supposed, that if the Court furnished him with the means

of supplying us, they may not be willing to furnish au-

thentic proofs of such a transaction, so early in our dis-

pute with Britain. Pray tell me, has he dropped his de-

mands, or does he still continue to worry you with them ?

I should like to have these original letters returned to

me, but you may if you please keep copies of them. It

is true, the million in question makes no difference in

your accounts with the King of France, it not being

mentioned or charged, as so much lent and to be repaid,

but stated as freely given. Yet, if it was put into the

hands of any of your agents or ministers, they ought

certainly to account for it. I do not recollect whether

Mr. Deane had arrived in France before the 10th of

June, 1776 ;* but from his great want of money, when

* Deane did not arrive in Paris till the first week in July.
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I joined him a few months after, I hardly think it could

have been paid to him. Possibly Mr. Jefferson may
obtain the information, though Mr. Grand could not, and

I wish he may be directed to make the inquiry, as 1

know he would do it directly ;
I mean, if by Hortales

and Co*s further demands, or for any other reason, such

an inquiry should be thought necessary.*

I am, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKK1N.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, June 27, 1788.

Sir,

In arranging some .old papers, I lately found the en-

closed letter from Mr. Blunt, enclosing copy of a certi-

ficate of Commodore Jones, in favor of John Jackson.

I ought (though so long delayed) to send some answer.

Can you inform me whether any thing has been done for

Jackson in consequence of the Commodore's promise ?

I send you also two other papers respecting services

formerly done the United States by Mr. Lirnozin, of

Havre, and Mr. Milliet, of Lisbon, for your considera-

tion ;
and to be disposed of as you shall think proper.

Please to inform me whether Dohrman is still in

America. With great and sincere esteem, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

* This "matter was not cleared up till 1794, when Gouverneur

"Morris was American Minister in Paris. By application to the gov-

ernment he procured a copy of the receipt of the person, who re-

ceived the million of francs on the 10th of June, 1775. It proved

to be Beaumarchais as Dr. Franklin had conjectured. See Pitkin's

History of the United States, Vol I. p. 422.
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FROM JAMES BLUNT TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

London, August 2, 1785.

Sir,

Well acquainted as I am with your sentiments of phi-

lanthropy and benevolence, from the testimony of those

friends of yours, whom I have the pleasure of being

acquainted with, I deem an apology unnecessary, for the

liberty I take of intruding on your time, as it is to lay

before you a case of real distress. A friend of mine

has shewn me the originals of the enclosed papers,

and tells me the poor man has placed his whole depen-

dence on the allowance mentioned in them. He has

waited for some time the arrival of the American Am-

bassador at this Court, to whom he has shown his claim,

but he has been referred by him to Mr. Jefferson, at Paris,

[f you would be so kind as to inform me what are the pro-

per measures to be taken for assisting this poor man, and

your opinion on his case, you will oblige me, and in-

crease the veneration and respect which your illustrious

character has excited in me.

I beg leave to congratulate you, as well in my own

name, as in that of my father, Mr. William Blunt, and

all our family, on your safe return to this country, and

with sincerest wishes for your health and enjoyment,

I remain, &c.

JAMES BLUNT.

Copy.
I do hereby certify, that the bearer, John Jackson, of

Hull, came on board the American ship of war the

Bon Homme Richard, under my command, off the
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Spurn, on the coast of England, on the morning of the

22nd September last, he having mistaken the Bon

Homme Richard for a British ship of war
;

that I found

it necessary to detain him on hoard while near the banks

on that coast, and afterwards purposed to set him,

with his companion and their boat at liberty, and reward

them for the service that I had obliged them to perform;

but on the day following, when I met with the Baltic

fleet, as the pilot boat was some incumbrance, the

partner of the bearer was put on board, to keep the boat

out of harm's way during the action between the Bon

Homme Richard and Serapis, after which he was to re-

turn and take in the bearer, that they might return home

together. The boat however did not return, and the

poor man had, in the action, the irreparable misfortune

to lose an arm
; deeply impressed with a sense of his

misfortune, and earnestly desiring to make this poor man

and his family what recompense lays in my power, I

have given him this day an hundred ducats, and I do

also promise, in behalf of the United States, that he

shall receive half pay as a pilot the remainder of his

life, to commence from the date hereof, payable every

six months by the American Ambassador at the Court of

France, upon certificate at each payment from two or

more magistrates, expressing the place where the bearer,

John Jackson, is then living, and that he is really and

truly the person in whose favor this obligation is granted.

Given on board the Serapis at the Texel, November

15, 1779.

JOHN PAUL JONES.
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Copy.

Town and county of }

Kingston upon Hull. >

We, two of his Majesty's justices of the peace for

the town of Kingston upon Hull aforesaid, and county

of the same town, do hereby certify, that John Jackson,

of the same town, mariner, (to whom a certificate was

given, dated November 15th 1779, under the hands of

John P. Jones, thereby promising on behalf of the

United States of America, that the said John Jackson

should receive half pay as a pilot, the remainder of his

life, to commence from the date thereof, payable every

six months by the American Ambassador at the Court

of France) is now living in the parish of the Holy Trin-

ity, in the town of Kingston upon Hull aforesaid, that

he is really and surely the person in whose favor the

said certificate was granted.

Given under our hands, this 10th day of June, 1785.

HEN. BROADLEY, Mayor,

H. ETHERINGTON.

FROM JAMES MADISON TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Virginia, April 20, 1788.

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter of Mr.

Limozin of Havre de Grace. The external address to

me, was made on a supposition of my being an attending

member of Congress, as I find from a note within the let-

ter, in order to make me acquainted with the circumstan-

ces which are to be laid before Congress.

With the highest respect and esteem, &c.

JAMES MADISON.
VOL. H. 12
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FROM ANDREW LIMOZIN TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Havre de Grace, January 26, 1788.

Most Honored Sir,

I have learnt with the greatest pleasure that your Ex-

cellency enjoys a good health, for I am enquiring about it

from all the travellers who are coming from America. I

am now forwarding to Congress an act passed in our

King's Council for sundry favors granted to the American

trade. Mr. Jefferson applied to me for advice relating to

that matter a long while before that act took place; but I

was soriy to find, that only a small part of the favors I

had required, were granted. It is a very great pity that

the French Ministers are not thoroughly acquainted with

all particulars concerning trade, and know but very little

about the duties received in our custom houses, which

encreases the troubles of a foreign Ambassador. I am

in good hopes, that as soon as your country will be

entirely settled in the regulation of its administration,

your Excellency will not forget that when peace was

made, a very considerable number of American prisoners

came from England to this port, that they were in the

greatest distress, and that they had neither shoes nor

stockings, nay even a great many had no breeches: that we

had at that'time very severe cold weather, that these poor

souls, having no money, could not provide themselves

either with these articles, or even with victuals. Hun-

ger is a necessity which forces sometimes the most vir-

tuous people to forget their duty, and in consequence will

force a man to extremes. I have experienced it during

almost a fortnight, that we had such a great number of

American prisoners landed here, coming from the English
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prisons. These unhappy men who had sacrificed their liber-

ty in working and fighting for their country, expected to

find relief when they came back to a country, which

they knew had fought for their cause. When I

showed to these unhappy fellows the orders I had from

Mr. Barclay not to let them have a farthing because

Congress had not provided for them, I heard at once

four or five hundred tongues threatening me to pull down

my house, I was obliged to assist every one of them in

proportion of their distress, to give six livres to some,

nine to others, and 12 to them who had neither shoes

nor shirts nor stockings, and had only a very poor pair of

trowsers. I mentioned it when I had the honor to enjoy

your Excellency's company at my house; your Excel-

lency was so obliging as to promise to mention it to Con-

gress, in order that I should be, if not reimbursed entire-

ly, at least rewarded. Since that time I have performed

the duty of the agency for the United States of America;

and I am happy enough to say, that I have done it to the

great satisfaction both of the American masters and of the

sailors. I have procured them redress, justice, and I can

with pleasure say, that until this day, not one single Ame-

rican master, nor one single American sailor, has com-

plained that I have not done justice. When I have seen

masters refusing to acknowledge my authority, and in

consequence to comply with my advice, I have advanced

money to the sailors whom the masters (very often Scotch)

wanted to impose upon them, to procure redress to these

poor people. Mr. Thomas Jefferson has been informed

of all my proceedings, which have met with his approba-

tion. An American ship called the Polly and Sally, cap-

tain Thomas, was under the risk of being seized three

weeks ago, for having taken a freight at Senegal for this
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place, although the master had got permission from the

Senegal governor to undertake that voyage. I applied

to Mr. Jefferson and claimed his protection in behalf of

that captain, he found that the master having transgressed

it would not be possible, considering his appointment, for

him to take the defence of that master. I have done it

myself, and succeeded not only to get for the master,

leave to unload here, but procured him justice for his

freight and due demurrage.

I should have never repeated these circumstances, had

I not observed that Congress having lately taken into con-

sideration the services of one Mr. Dohrman, have re-

warded him for the same, I must own that I never ex-

pected to be reimbursed for the money I had distributed

amongst the American prisoners, because I was not en-

titled to do it
;
on the contrary Mr. Barclay had informed

me that funds were appointed by Congress for that pur-

pose. I must own likewise that if I had not seen these

poor people so angry and in such passion ; fomented by
their extreme distress, I should not have given them that

assistance.

I shall not enlarge myself any further on that subject.

I shall be perfectly satisfied with what Congress will do

in my behalf. I enjoy, thank God, a fortune which is

not much lessened by the above expenses. If Congress

will defray nothing about it, I must beg that I should

be legally appointed agent with power in behalf of

my son Edward Limozin. to act such in my absence.

I hope your Excellency will not refuse to make in my
name the above petition to Congress, and honor it with

your recommendation.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

ANDREW LIMOZIN.
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Memorial of the Sieur Gabriel Milliet, formerly mer-

chant at Lisbon, but now residing at Chaillot near

Paris.

Translation.

The Sieur Arnold Henry Dohrman, commissioned by

Congress to give every necessary assistance to such Ame-

ricans as the fortunes of war might bring into this port,

called upon me in the month of January, 1780, and pro-

posed to me to engage in some adventures to America in

mutual concern with him, not daring to undertake it of

himself, he said, lest he should render himself suspicious

to the Portuguese Government. He showed me so many

advantages in these operations that I consented to make

at least one trial. We therefore agreed that I should

purchase a ship, that I should fit her out, and that he

would load her with wines to the amount of the cost of

the ship; and that for greater security she should be

cleared out for St. Eustatia, and stop at Cadiz to be made

a Spanish bottom, and take out letters of marque in order

to cruise for prizes between Europe and America.

These points being agreed upon, I ordered Mr. Roze,

my clerk, a Portuguese, to purchase a ship. He imme-

diately executed my orders, and purchased, in his own

name, but for me and with my money, at auction, the

29th January, 1780, an American vessel called the Roe-

buck
;

this ship, which had been captured by an English

privateer, and brought into this port, was sold by Messrs.

Breton & Brothers, to whom it was consigned.

The purchase money, duties, petty charges and provi-

sions, run this ship up to about twenty-four thousand

livres, and I think that Mr. Dohrman put in her to the
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amount of eighteen to nineteen thousand livres in wines

of different qualities. He, moreover, put on board, fifty

or sixty American passengers, who were all supported by

the provisions I had put on board.

Mr. Dohrman has undoubtedly claimed payment from

Congress, for the advances made the Americans, both on

account of their expenses at Lisbon, as well as their pas-

sage from Lisbon to America
;
but I will not anticipate,

and will relate facts as they happened.

This ship took out Portuguese papers, and was called

the St. Francis and St. Rose, and sailed the 23rd Februa-

ry, for Cadiz, where she arrived the 26th of the same

month. Mr. Dohrman then took charge of her, and ad-

dressed her to Messrs. Grepy Agazino &t Co. of that

place. These gentlemen, in conformity with orders, made

a pretended sale of her to Don Joseph de Mirande, a

Spanish merchant, who accordingly furnished her with

Spanish papers, and obtained letters of marque, and des-

patched her for English America.

As I have said above, there was on board this ship be-

tween fifty and sixty American passengers, who were

maintained at my expense, as well on board said vessel,

as in Cadiz, where I paid about one thousand crowns in

further supplies of provisions. I make no doubt, as al-

ready remarked, that Mr. Dohrman has been re-imbursed

by Congress, for all the expenses relating to these pas-

sengers, but I have heard nothing concerning the matter,

nor has Mr. Dohrman ever made me the least remittance.

But let us come to the chief point. This vessel arrived

fortunately at Boston, but as the Spanish captain who

commanded her was not furnished with such titles as

would justify the purchase of this vessel at Lisbon, she



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 95

was claimed by her former owner, who was a merchant

at Boston
;
the wine was also seized with the vessel, and

the whole sold. Such, in a few words, is the news I

have received concerning this vessel, and I had no other

accounts as late as the month of May, 1783, when Mr.

Dohrman departed from this city for North America, at

which time, being deceived by the said Dohrman, re-

specting the fate of this vessel, I consented to a settle-

ment with him, in which it is said that in order to termi-

nate all differences that might attend a surrender of ac-

counts relating to this ship, I would give up all my preten-

sions, and would content myself with the sum of sixteen

thousand livres, payable in the month of May, 1785, in

lieu of about twenty-six thousand livres which this vessel

cost me.

Since that time, I have learned from a person who

transacted business for Mr. Dohrman in America, and

has returned from that country, that the said Mr. Dohr-

man had obtained a replevy of the seizure made at Bos-

ton, and that he received in the year 1781, the amount

of the ship, which was not sold to a loss, and also of

the wines which composed her cargo, that had been sold

to a considerable profit.

Will not this deception on the part of Mr. Dohrman

annul the agreement of the month of May, 1783, and

justify a prosecution for the surrender of accounts con-

cerning this transaction ? several lawyers whom I have

consulted in this country are for the affirmative.

I have also another account to settle with Mr. Dohr-

man. In January, 1780, I sent him seven cases con-

taining 1,584 hats, amounting to 15,867 livres, they

were shipped in his name, on board the ship Juffrouw
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Catharine, as you may see by the copy of bill of lading,

which is annexed to this memorial, but his declaration of

3rd January, 1780, of which I likewise send a copy,

proves my property incontestibly.

When Mr. Dohrman went out for North America last

year, he would neither pay me for this article, nor take

any steps to secure me payment, on pretence of not

knowing what had become of the hats
;
but I am in-

formed by the aforementioned person, that the said hats

have been sold, and that Mr. Dohrman has received the

amount of them, and I know also that they yielded a

profit. I ask therefore what steps I have to pursue in

these two cases.

I have a copy of the bill of lading of Mr. Dohrman's

declaration fof 3rd January, 1780, and all his other ac-

knowledgements.

TROM JOHN JAY TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

New York, September 3, 1788.

Sir,

During my late absence from this city the letter you

did me the honor to write on the 27th June, arrived.

You mentioned to have enclosed in it, a letter from Mr.

Blunt, enclosing a copy of a certificate from Commodore

Jones in favor of John Jackson. But by some mistake

neither of those letters were enclosed, the two other pa-

pers respecting services done the United States by Mr.

Limozin and Milliet, were enclosed; and I expect soon

to be enabled to write to you particularly on the subject

of them. Mr. Dohrman is still in this city, and the let-
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ter enclosed in yours for him, has been sent to him.

I cannot learn that any thing has been done for Jack-

son in consequence of the Commodore's promise.

I am, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, November 29, 1788.

Sir,

When I had the honor of being the Minister of the

United States at the Court of France, Mr. Barclay ar-

riving there, brought me the following resolution of Con-

gress:
"
Resolved, That a commissioner be appointed by Con-

gress, with full power and authority to liquidate, andj^no/-

ly to settle, the accounts of all the servants of the United

States, who have been entrusted with the expenditure of

public money in Europe, and to commence and prosecute

such suits, causes, and actions, as may be necessary for

that purpose, or for the recovery of any property of the

said United States in the hands of any person, or persons,

whatsoever.

" That the said commissioner be authorized to appoint

one or more clerks, with such allowance as he may think

reasonable.

" That the said commissioner and clerks, respectively,

take an oath before some person duly authorized to ad-

minister an oath, faithfully to execute the trust reposed

in them respectively.
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"
Congress proceeded to the election of a commission-

er, and ballots being taken, Mr. T. Barclay was elected."

In pursuance of this resolution, and as soon as Mr.

Barclay was at leisure from more pressing business, I ren-

dered to him all my accounts, which he examined, and

stated methodically. By this statement he found a bal-

ance due me on the 4th of May, 1785, of 7,533 livres,

19 sols, 3 den. which I accordingly received of the Con-

gress banker
;
the difference between my statement and

his being only seven sols, which by mistake I had over-

charged ;
about three pence halfpenny sterling.

At my request, however, the accounts were left open

for the consideration of Congress, and not finally settled,

there being some articles on which I desired their judg-

ment, and having some equitable demands, as I thought

them, for extra services, which he had not conceived him-

self empowered to allow, and therefore I did not put

them in my account. He transmitted the accounts to

Congress, and had advice of their being received. On

my arrival at Philadelphia, one of the first things I did

was to despatch my grandson, William T. Franklin, to

New York, to obtain a final settlement of those accounts;

he having long acted as my secretary, and being well

acquainted with the transactions, was able to give an ex-

planation of the articles, that might seem to require ex-

plaining, if any such there were. He returned without

effecting the settlement, being told that it could not be

made till the arrival of some documents expected from

France. What those documents were, I have not been

informed, nor can I readily conceive, as all the vouchers

existing there had been examined by Mr. Barclay. And

I, having been immediately after my arrival engaged in
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the public business of this State, waited in expectation of

hearing from Congress, in case any part of my accounts

had been objected to.

It is now more than three years that those accounts

have been before that honorable body, and, to this day,

no notice of any such objection has been communicated

to me. But reports have, for sometime past, been circu-

lated here, and propagated in the newspapers, that I am

greatly indebted to the United States, for large.sums that

had been put into my hands, and that I avoid a settle-

ment. This, together with the little time one of my age

may expect to live, makes it necessary for me to request

earnestly, which I hereby do, that the Congress would

be pleased, without further delay, to examine those ac-

counts, and if they find therein any article or articles,

which they do not understand or approve, that they would

cause me to be acquainted with the same, that I may have

an opportunity of offering such explanations or reasons in

support of them as may be in my power, and then that

the accounts may be finally closed.

I hope the Congress will soon be able to attend to this

business for the satisfaction of the public, as well as in

condescension to my request. In the meantime, if there

be no impropriety in it, I would desire that this letter,

together with another relating to the same subject, the

ropy of which is hereunto annexed, may be put upon

their minutes.

With every sentiment of respect and duty to Congress,

1 am, sir, &tc.

B. FRANKLIN.
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FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, March 9, 1784.

Sir,

On the 18th day of February the Baron de Thule-

meier, Envoy Extraordinary to their high Mightinesses

from the King of Prussia, did me the honor of a visit,

but as he found I had company, he soon took his leave,

and as I accompanied him to the head of the stairs, he

told me he had something to propose to me from the

King, and desired to know when he might call again, I

offered to return his visit at any hour he pleased, he

chose to call upon me, and named eleven the next day,

at which hour he came, and told me,
" That the King,

who honored him with a personal correspondence, and

was acquainted with my character, had directed him to

make me a visit, and to say to me, that as his subjects

had occasion for our tobacco, and some other things, and

as we had occasion for Silesia linens, and some other

productions of his dominions, he thought an arrangement

might be made between his Crown and the United States

which would be beneficial to both;" and the Baron de-

sired to know my sentiments of it.
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I answered him, "That I was very sensible of the

honor done by his Majesty, but that I had singly no au-

thority to treat or enter into conferences, officially, upon

the subject, that Congress had been pleased to confer

upon their Ministers at the late peace, authority to enter

into conferences ;
that I could do nothing but in concur-

rence with Mr. Franklin and Mr. Jay, who were at

Paris, but I thought I could answer for the good disposi-

tions of those Ministers, as well as my own, for forming

an arrangement between the two powers which might be

beneficial to both
;

that I would write to those Ministers

an account of what had passed; he desired I would, and

said he would write by the first post to the King, and in-

quire if his Majesty had any thing in particular to pro-

pose, would inform him of my answer, and wait his fur-

ther orders, which probably he should receive as soon

as I should have an answer from Paris.

I wrote the next day, and on Saturday last, received

an answer from Doctor Franklin and Mr. Jay, in which

they say, that they are persuaded that the communication

of the friendly disposition of his Prussian Majesty made to

you by the Baron de Thulemeier will give great pleasure to

Congress. The respect, with which the reputation of that

great Prince has impressed the United States, early in-

duced them to consider his friendship as a desirable object,

and we are happy in being authorized to assure his Ma-

jesty, that they will most cheerfully enter into such a com-

mercial treaty with him, as, being founded upon princi-

ples of reciprocity, may be productive of equal benefit

to both countries. Although we have no commission to

conclude such a treaty, yet our instructions from Con-

gress enable us to join with the King's Minister in pre-
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paring a draft of such a treaty, which, being sent to Con-

gress, they would, together with a commission to conclude

the treaty, give us pointed instructions on the subject, and

much time might thereby be saved. If you are of this

opinion, and his Majesty should be pleased to approve

such a measure, we think the articles may be discussed

between you and the Baron, in the first instance, on the

principles which govern in the treaties you mention, both

of which have been approved and ratified, (i.
e. with

Holland and Sweden,) that being done, we might confer

together, and write a joint letter to Congress on the sub-

ject. We shall, nevertheless, make this communication

a part of our next despatch to Congress.

Yesterday, meeting the Baron at Court, on occasion of

the Prince of Orange's birth day, he told me he had re-

ceived another letter from the King, and would call upon
me in the evening, which he did, and informed me that the

King had written to him that he was collecting all neces-

sary papers, and would soon send them to him, with his

further propositions to be made to me. I shewed him my
letter from Paris, with which he was well satisfied.

He added, that the King had directed him to mention

rice, and indigo as articles in demand in his ports of Emb-

den and Stettin; and that a large quantity of Virginia

tobacco had been this year purchased in those ports, for

the Baltic market
;
and that the excellent porcelain of

Saxony, might be a desirable article for the Americans.

I beg leave to submit to Congress, whether the model

of the treaty with Holland or Sweden may not, in general,

be convenient for one with Prussia
; as also the propriety

of sending a full power to their Ministers at the late peace,

or one or more of them to conclude this business.
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With a great deal of difficulty and at a dear rate, I

have at last obtained money to save Mr. Morris' bills,

which are payable this month, from going back. Messrs.

Willink & Co. will transmit the contract for the ratifica-

tion of Congress. It is much to be lamented, that we

are obliged to agree to so high terms, but there was abso-

lutely no other alternative but this, or protesting the bills.

This business has hitherto necessarily prevented me from

joining my colleagues at Paris, in the execution of our

instructions.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

Extract from the Secret Journal of Foreign Affairs,

February 1st, 1785.

" On the report of a Grand Committee, consisting of

Mr. Read, Mr. Foster, Mr. Partridge, Mr. Howell, Mr.

Cook, Mr. Platt, Mr. Cadwallader, Mr. Henry, Mr.

McHenry, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Williamson and Mr. Hous-

ton, to whom was referred a letter of the 30th Septem-

ber, from the late Superintendent of Finance, enclosing

the terms of a loan of two millions of guilders, negotiated

in the United Netherlands, by the Honorable John Ad-

ams, and an obligation for the same, entered into the 9th

of March, 1784, by him, on behalf of the United States

of America.

Resolved, That three fair copies of the obligation be

made out, and that a ratification be endorsed on each of

them, duly attested, and that the Secretary for the De-

partment of Foreign Affairs, transmit the same by sev-
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eral conveyances, to the Minister of the United States, to

their High Mightinesses the States General of the United

Netherlands.

Resolved, That the ratification be in the following

terms:

Be it remembered, that the within contract or engage-

ment, entered into by the Honorable John Adams,

Esquire, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of

America to their High Mightinesses the Lords the States

General of the United Netherlands, in behalf of the said

States, with Messrs. Willemn and John Willink, Nicholas

and Jacob Van Staphorst, and de la Lande and Fynje,

and their successors or assignees, for a loan of two mil-

lions of guilders, dated at the Hague, March 9th, 1784,

hath been read in Congress, approved and ratified, and

declared obligatory on the United States of America.

Done in the City Hall, in the City of New York, by

the United States in Congress asembled, this first day of

February, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-five, and in the ninth year of our

sovereignty and independence."

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, March 27, 1784.

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose copies of three notes,

from the Prussian Minister, the Baron Thulemeier, by

which Congress will see, that the King has agreed to

take our treaty with Sweden for a model, reserving to
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each party the right of suggesting such alterations as

shall appear to him convenient. My request to Con-

gress, is, that they would be pleased to send instructions

at the same time, when they send a commission, what

articles of the treaty with Sweden, they would have ex-

punged, and what new ones inserted, if any: I mention

the sending of a commission, because I suppose it is the

intention of Congress to send one. The instructions

already received are not a full power under which any

sovereign can conclude nor regularly even treat; we can

only confer. There will he some difficulty about the sig-

nature, since his Majesty chooses the negotiation should

be conducted by M. de Thulemeier. If Congress send

the commission to their Ministers at the late peace as

they did the instructions, Mr. de Thulemeier must take a

journey to Paris, or a majority of the American Minis-

ters must be at the Hague.

It is a great pleasure to me to be able to inform Con-

gress, that I have obtained the promise of a sum sufficient

upon the new loan to save the honor of the Financier's

bills, although I regret the severity of the terms
; they

were the most moderate, which would obtain the money.

I hope for the approbation of Congress, and their ratifi-

cation of the contract as soon as may be. Money is

really so scarce, and there are so many loans open on

even higher conditions, that it will not be possible I fear

to obtain more money here on more reasonable ones.

An impost once laid on to pay the interest whether by

the authority of Congress, if that should be agreed to,

or by that of several States, would soon give us better

credit here. But in order to keep our reputation, upon
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which our credit depends, there should be some -body

constantly residing here to publish illustrations of our af-

fairs, and to confute the calumnies of our enemies of all

denominations.

With great and sincere respect, &,c.

JOHN ADAMS.

NOTE FROM BARON THULEMEIER TO JOHN ADAMS.

Translation.

The Hague, March 14, 1784.

Sir,

The King being desirous to give every possible con-

sistence to the treaty of commerce, to be concluded on

between his Majesty and the United States of America,

very willingly adopts your idea, of taking for a model

the one which has been negotiated with Sweden, and of

afterwards introducing such changes as a difference of

circumstances and position may render necessary; a copy

of this treaty has been asked of me, but, as I have none

at my disposal, I take the liberty of having recourse to

you, sir, and requesting you to give it to me
;

if I re-

ceive it in the course of to-morrow, I may be able to

forward it by Tuesday's post, which goes, as you may

perhaps be informed, before noon.

I have the honor to be, &c.

THULEMEIER.

P. S. If the treaty of commerce with Sweden should

not be in print, I will have that which you shall send to

me, copied immediately, and I will have the honor, sir,

to return you the original.
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NOTE FROM BARON THULEMEIER TO JOHN ADAMS.

Translation.

The Hague, March 25, 1784.

Sir,

You have desired information of the merchandizes

and productions which may be the object of a reciprocal

commerce, between the States of his Prussian Majesty,

and those of the United States of America, I am too

much flattered with the idea of establishing these new

commercial connexions in conjunction with you, not to be

earnestly desirous of communicating to you the ideas I

have collected, both from the instructions which my
Court have furnished me with in the first instance, and

such as I have obtained from other channels. The de-

scription that I offer you will be however very succinct.

Confining myself to the most essential articles, I tender

you, sir, every eclairissement you may wish for and

which may be necessary, perhaps when the negotiation

with which we are charged, shall have taken some

consistence.

Importations into his Prussian Majesty's dominions.

A. Virginia tobacco.

B. Rice.

C. Indigo.

D. Whale Oil.

Exportation from his Majesty's dominions to the United

States of America.

A. Silesian linens of general sale throughout the con-

tinent of America as also in the West Indies.

B. Russian hemp, the best that is known.
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C. Berlin Porcelain, a finer kind than that of Saxony,

and not so dear.

D. Some productions of Prussian industry, such as

hardware from the county of Mark, which till now,

as well as the Silesian linens, have gone through the

hands of the English and have consequently increased

their price on their entry into America.

E. Cloths of all kinds, camblets and such like mer-

chandizes.

I shall add, sir, that the King leaves to Congress the

choice of such of his ports for the commerce of exchange,

or the deposit of merchandize, as may be most suitable to

them. Embden, situated towards the North Sea, opens

the ports to a trade with the western part of Germany.

Stettin,'a maritime place on the Baltic with the interior of

this vast region, by means of the Oder. Finally, the

ports of the two Prussias establish a beneficial commerce

with the kingdom of Poland, where the American fish,

and especially the codfish, may be sold to the greatest ad-

vantage. I have the honor to be, &c.

THE BARON DE THULEMEIER.

NOTE FROM BARON THULEMEIER TO JOHN ADAMS.

Translation.

The Hague, March 25, 1784.

Sir,

The Sieur Christian Ravenhorst, Lutheran Minister

at Ebenezer, in Georgia, died there some years ago, and

his widow, Anne Barbarine Krafftin, died in the same

place, the 1st July, 1779. By a reciprocal will made



HO JOHN ADAMS.

between them, the husband bequeathed the sum of

300, sterling to his three sisters, settled in his Prussian

Majesty's dominions, and the wife stipulated the same

advantages in favor of her family, residing in Ravens-

burg. The remainder of the estate was to be divided in

equal portions between the heirs of the testators, de-

ducting two legacies of 40 sterling each, in favor of

the religious missions in India, and the orphan house at

Halle
;
Messrs Joseph Schubtrin and Jacob Waldhauer,

at Ebenezer, were appointed executors, and it appears

that they administered to the inheritance in this capacity,

from a letter they dated 4th May, 1780, to Mary Hop-

pin, living at Daber, in Pomerania, and one of the sisters

of the defunct Ravenhorst. From their own account

the moveables of the estates were estimated at 487.

19*. sterling ;
there was 400 in debts, the recovery of

which was put into an attorney's hands; there was,

moreover, in property, 1300 acres of land provision-

ally administered to, by the executors, during the

troubles of the American war
;
the heirs received no

news concerning the arrangement of the estate
;
but in

the last instance the professor Freylinghausen, one of

the directors of the orphan house at Halle, was inform-

ed by a letter from Pennsylvania, that Mr. Schubtrin,

one of the executors, had died in the meanwhile, and

that the second, Mr. Waldhauer had been plundered by
a band of robbers, of all the ready money and effects

arising from the inheritance, committed to his care
; sup-

posing that this event was supported by legal proofs, the

just pretensions of the heirs to the debts subsist, still in

full force since the recovery of them, does not appear to

have taken place ;
as likewise the imrnoveables, the
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alienation of which was declared as impossible during

the course of the war. One Sophia Newman, of the fa-

mily of Ravenhorst, settled in Berlin, and sister of the

Minister deceased, in Georgia, has claimed her Sove-

reign's protection, and it is in consequence of the King's

orders, that the underwritten, his Majesty's Envoy Ex-

traordinary, has been authorized to place the particulars

of this affair before Mr. Adams, Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States at the Hague. He flatters him-

self that this Minister will be so good as to employ his

services to obtain for the heirs, an authentic copy of the

will and inventory, and make the necessary representa-

tions where it may be proper that the Executor may
be obliged to give an account of the profits of the estate,

of the moneys he has administered, and the capital and

property, the liquidation of which has not yet been deter-

mined. DE THULEMEIER.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, April 10, 1784.

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose to Congress a copy of a

letter from the Baron de Thulemeier, and a copy of a pro-

ject of a treaty transmitted to me by the order of the

King of Prussia. I should hope it might be examined

in Congress, or by a committee, and that instructions may
be sent concerning any changes to be made in the articles,

together with a commission to treat and conclude, to such

person or persons, as Congress shall please to appoint.

With the greatest respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO JOHN ADAMS.

Translation.

Sir,

1 have the honor to send you herewith, in original,

the proposition of a treaty of commerce to be concluded

on between his Prussian Majesty, and the United States

of America, in the same condition as the King sent it to

me, requesting of you to return it to me as soon as you

shall have copied it. It will be infinitely agreeable to

me, sir, and very satisfactory to our masters, to con-

duct, in concert with you, this negotiation to the de-

sired point. If to-morrow, between seven and eight

o'clock in the evening, you could grant me a moment's

conversation, I shall, with great earnestness, call on you

to know your sentiments.

I have added, sir, a description of Silesian linens,

which, hitherto, have been in great demand by your

countrymen; that is to say, if I am rightly informed by

the Silesian merchant who furnished it.

I have the honor to be, &cc.

DE THULEMEIER.

Description of the principal articles of Silesian linens,

which have been sent hitherto to the United Provinces of

North America, by the Sieur John Godfrey Linckh, mer-

chant and manufacturer at Hirsberg.

1. Hamburg Lawns, 5. Tandem double Silesias,

2. Long Lawns, 6. Tandem quadruple Silesias,

3. Pistol Lawns, 7. Brown quadruple Silesias.

4. Single Silesias, 8. Estopills Unies.
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Translation.

Project of a treaty of amity and commerce between his

Majesty the King of Prussia and the United States of

North America.

The King of Prussia and the thirteen United States

of North America desiring to fix in a stable and perma-

nent manner, the rules to be observed in the intercourse

and commerce between their respective countries, states,

and subjects. His Majesty and the United States, have

judged that the end cannot be better obtained than by

taking the reciprocal utility and advantages' of the two

nations for the basis of their arrangements, by avoiding

all burthensome preferences, which are commonly the oc-

casion of dissensions, embarrassments and discontents,

allowing at the same time each party to make such in-

terior regulations respecting commerce and navigation as

may be suitable to themselves.

With this view, his Majesty, the King of Prussia has

nominated and constituted as his plenipotentiary the

and the United States have on their part

given full power to
,
which plenipotentia-

ries, after having exchanged their full powers, and on

mature deliberation have concluded, settled and signed

the following articles.

ARTICLE i. There shall be a firm, inviolable and uni-

versal peace, and a true and sincere friendship between

the King of Prussia, his heirs and successors, and the

United States of America, also between his Majesty's

subjects and those of the said States, as well as between

the countries, islands, cities and places under the jurisdic-

tion of the King and the United States, without except-
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ing any persons or places, the conditions stipulated in the

present treaty shall be perpetual and permanent between

the King, his heirs and successors and the said States.

ARTICLE n. The King of Prussia and the United

States of America mutually engage not to grant hereaf-

ter any particular favor with respect to commerce and

navigation, to other nations, that shall not immediately

become common to either of the contracting parties of the

present treaty, who shall partake of this favor gratuitous-

ly if the concession is gratuitous, or by giving the same

compensation if the favor is conditional.

ARTICLE HI. The principal end of this treaty being

to open a reciprocal commerce between the subjects of

the two States, and to procure for them, by that means,

a sure and easy vent for their national productions ;
the

two contracting parties agree, that the merchandizes of

Prussian manufactory, particularly linens of Silesia and

other provinces belonging to the King, cloths and woolen

stuffs, &c. shall not pay other or heavier duties in the

United States of North America, than what similar mer-

chandizes of the most favored nation pay in the said

States on entry and exportation. In like manner, the

merchandizes of America, such as Virginia tobacco, rice,

indigo, furs, &c. shall only be subject, on their entry and

exportation in the ports and maritime places belonging to

the King of Prussia, to the imposts paid by the most

favored nations. It is understood, however, that the sub-

jects of the two respective States shall not be allowed to

trade to the ports and maritime places of either State,

unless they submit to the established laws and customs of

the country where they would wish to trade.

ARTICLE iv. The King of Prussia and the United

States of America, reserve for themselves the right to
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prohibit, in their respective countries, the importation or

exportation of all merchandize whatsoever, when reasons

of State require it. In this case, the subjects of either of

the contracting parties of the present treaty, shall not

import or export the merchandizes prohibited by the

other. But if one of the contracting parties permits any

other nation to import or export the same articles, the

subjects of the other contracting party shall enjoy the

same liberty. It therefore follows, that all kinds of mer-

chandize that are not declared contraband, may be freely

imported and exported by the subjects of the two respec-

tive States.

ARTICLE v. For the purpose of avoiding the least

occasion for discontent, it is agreed on between both par-

ties, that when the merchandize shall be laden on board

the ships or vessels of either of the two contracting par-

ties, they shall be no longer subject to any visit, all visits

and searching shall be made before the loading, and the

prohibited merchandize shall be seized on the shore before

it can be embarked, unless there be manifest signs and

proofs of a fraudulent loading on the part of the proprie-

tor of the ship, or of the commander, in this case alone,

he shall be responsible and subject to the laws of the

country he shall be in. In any other case, neither the

subjects of one of the contracting parties, who shall be

with their ships in the ports of the other, nor their mer-

chandize, shall be seized or molested on account of

the contraband articles they intended taking on board,

nor any kind of embargo put on their ships; the subjects

or citizens of the States where these merchandizes are

declared contraband, or the exportation of them is pro-

hited, and who, notwithstanding, shall have sold or would
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have sold and alienated the said merchandizes, are to b

the only persons who shall be punished for such an in-

fraction.

ARTICLE vi. The subjects of the King of Prussia

shall not pay in the ports, harbors, roads, islands, cities

and places of the United States of America, and recipro-

cally the subjects and inhabitants of the said States shall

not pay in the ports, harbors, roads, cities and maritime

places within the dominions of the King of Prussia,

other or greater duties and imposts of any kind what-

ever than the most favored nations are or shall be obliged

to pay, and they shall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privi-

leges, humanities and exemptions, which the said nations

do or shall enjoy, whether they go from one port to the

other of the respective States, or whether they go or re-

turn from any part of the world whatever.

ARTICLE vn. A perfect liberty of conscience shall be

granted to the inhabitants and subjects of both the con-

tracting parties, within the jurisdiction of the other, and

no one shall be molested on account of his mode of wor-

ship, provided, he submits to such public demonstrations

as are enjoined by the laws of the country. Moreover,

the respective inhabitants and subjects shall be permitted

to bury their dead in suitable decent places appointed for

this purpose, and the two contracting parties shall each of

them, within their jurisdiction, provide that the respective

subjects and inhabitants may be able to obtain certificates

of the death of a person in case they shall be requested

to grant them.

ARTICLE viu. The subjects of the two contracting

parties shall have power within the respective States

freely to dispose of their personal goods or effects by
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testament, donation, or otherwise, to whomsoever they

please, and their heirs wherever they may reside, shall

succeed to the said effects, ab intestate, either by them-

selves or by others acting for them, without the necessity

of obtaining letters of naturalization. These inheritances,

as likewise the capitals and funds which the subjects of

the contracting parties, in moving, would wish to carry

with them from the place of their residence, shall be ex-

empted from all rights of detraction on the part of the

government of the respective States. But it is at the

same time agreed that the contents of this article shall

not derogate in any manner, from the ordinances promul-

gated by the King against emigrations or that may here-

after be published on this matter, the United States on

their part, or each State in particular, may enact such

laws as they shall see fit on this same head.

ARTICLE ix. It shall be permitted to every subject

and inhabitant of the States of the King qf Prussia, as

likewise to the citizens and inhabitants of the United

States of America, to navigate with their vessels in per-

fect security and liberty wherever they please, without

distinguishing whom the merchandize and cargo belong

to; it shall also be permitted for the subjects and inhabi-

tants of the two States to navigate and trade with

their vessels and merchandizes in full security to the parts,

ports and harbors, of powers at enmity with the two con-

tracting parties, or either of them without being anywise

molested or troubled, whether they carry on this com-

merce directly or from one port to another, both belonging

to an enemy under the government of the same or of diffe-

rent princes, moreover the contracting parties adopt by

the present treaty the principle, that free vessels shall
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make free goods, and that every thing shall be regarded

as free which shall be on board of vessels belonging to

the subjects of either of the contracting parties, even

though the cargo shall belong entirely or in part to the

enemies of one of the two: it being understood, however,

that contraband articles shall be always excepted, and

that when such articles shall be intercepted, they

shall be proceeded against according to the spirit of the

following articles. The same liberty shall extend to per-

sons sailing in a free vessel, so that although they may be

subjects of powers inimical to the two contracting parties

or either of them, they shall not be taken out of the free

vessel, excepting they shall be military characters actual-

ly in the enemy's service.

ARTICLE x. This liberty of navigation and commerce

shall extend to all kinds of merchandize, excepting only

such as are expressed in the following article, and desig-

nated under the name of contraband merchandize.

ARTICLE xi. By prohibited or contraband articles, are

understood arms, cannon, ball, arquebusses, muskets, mor-

tars, shells, petards, grenades, saucisses, hoops, carriages,

rests for muskets, shoulder-belts, gunpowder, matches,

sulphur, shot, pikes, sabres, swords, morions, helmets,

halberds, javelins, pistols and holsters, belts, bayonets,

horses and harnesses, and every other kind of arms and

instruments of war serving for the use of troops.

ARTICLE xn. The following shall not be reckoned

among the contraband articles, viz : all kinds of cloths and

other manufactures of linens, wool, silk, cotton, or other

materials, all kinds of clothing, and what commonly serves

for that purpose, coined or uncoined silver, tin, iron, lead

copper, brass, furnace coals, wheat, barley, and all other
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kinds of grains and vegetables, tobacco, all kinds of aro-

matics, salted and smoked beef, salted fish, cheese and

butter, beer, oil, wine, sugar, all kinds of salt, and provi-

sions, which serve for the nourishment and subsistence of

man, cotton, hemp, flax, cordage, cables, sails, sailcloths,

anchors and parts of anchors, masts, planks, staves, beams,

and all kinds of joist; in short, every thing that is neces-

sary for building and repairing vessels.

Moreover, nothing shall be considered as contraband

which is not in the form of any instrument or machine

for the purpose of war by land or sea, much less any

thing fabricated or intended for any other purpose. All

such articles shall be deemed free merchandize
j
as also in

general, all such as are not comprehended and particular-

ly pointed out in the preceding article, so that they can-

not, by any pretended construction, be comprehended
within prohibited or contraband merchandizes, but may
be freely transported by the King's subjects, and by the

citizens of the United States, even to the enemy's terri-

tories, excepting only places beseiged, blocked up or in-

vested, and those only shall be considered as such, which

are closely surrounded by any of the belligerent powers.

ARTICLE xui. In order to remove and prevent on

both sides, all discussion and disorders, it is agreed, that

where one of the two contracting parties shall be engag-

ed in a war, the ships and vessels belonging to the sub-

jects of the other, shall be provided with sea letters or

passports, expressing the name, the property and bur-

then of the vessel, as also the name and dwelling of the

master or commander, so that it may, by this means,

appear that the vessel really and truly belongs to the

subjects and citizens of one or the other contracting par-
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ties. These passports, which shall be made out in good

and due form, shall on both sides be renewed as often as

the vessels return home in the course of a year. The

said vessels shall, moreover, be provided not only with

sea letters but also with certificates, containing the parti-

culars of the cargo, the place from which the vessel

sailed, and where she is destined, in order that it may be

known that she carries no prohibited or contraband goods,

specified in the eleventh article of this present treaty,

which certificates shall be alike made out by the officers

of the place from which the vessel sails.

ARTICLE xiv. Although the vessels of either of the

contracting parties may navigate freely and in full secu-

rity, as is explained in the ninth article, they shall, not-

withstanding, be obliged, every time they are demanded,

to show, as well at sea as in port, the beforementioned

passports and certificates, and if they are not loaded with

contraband articles for an enemy's port, they shall be

allowed freely and without restriction to pursue their

voyage towards the place of their destination.

ARTICLE xv. If, on producing the certificates, it shall

be discovered that the vessel has on board any of the

articles which are declared prohibited or contraband, and

which are consigned to an enemy's port, it shall not,

however, be permitted to break open the hatches of said

vessel, nor to open any case, box, bale or cask, or to

displace them, or to overturn the least part of the mer-

chandize until the cargo has been landed in the presence

of officers appointed for this purpose, and the inventory

taken. Moreover, it shall not be permitted to sell, ex-

change or alienate the cargo, or any part thereof, before

legal process is obtained against the prohibited goods,
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and that they shall have been declared confiscated by

sentence, reserving nevertheless, as well the ship as the

other goods, which were on board, and which, in virtue

of the present treaty are judged free, they shall not be

restrained under pretence that they were loaded with

prohibited articles, and still less confiscated as lawful

prize. And on supposition that the said contraband

goods making but a part of the cargo, the master of the

vessel agrees, consents, and offers to deliver them on

board the vessel which shall have detected them; in this

case the latter, after having received the goods as lawful

prize, shall be bound to let the vessel go immediately,

and shall not prevent her by any means to pursue her

route towards the place of her destination. If any ves-

sel, taken and carried into one of the ports of the con-

tracting parties, under pretence of contraband, is found,

upon visiting, to be only loaded with goods declared to

be free, the owner, or the person who shall have made

the capture, shall be obliged to pay all expenses and

damages to the master of the vessel unjustly detained.

ARTICLE xvi. It is mutually agreed that every thing

that should be found laden by the subjects of one of the

contracting parties on board a vessel belonging to the

enemies of the other party, shall be wholly confiscated,

although these effects may not be among the number of

those declared contraband, in the same manner as if these

articles belonged to the enemy themselves, excepting,

however, effects and merchandizes which shall have been

laden on board of vessels belonging to the enemy before

the declaration of war, and also nine months after the

declaration, after which time it shall be supposed it could

not be unknown. The merchandizes shall in nowise be

VOL. ii. 16
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subject to confiscation, but shall be faithfully restored to

the owners, who shall reclaim, or cause them to be re-

claimed, before their confiscation and sale, where the claim

cannot be made within the space of eight months after

the sale, which must be public, the proceeds shall be re-

turned to the owner; it being understood, however, that if

the said merchandizes are contraband, they shall by no

means be permitted to transport them afterwards to any

port belonging to the enemy.

ARTICLE xvn. And in order to provide more effec-

tually for the security of the two contracting parties and

their subjects, all captains and commanders of vessels be-

longing to his Prussian Majesty and the United States of

America, as also all their subjects, shall be forbid to com-

mit any damage or insult against the vessels of the other

party, and in case that any one shall contravene this pro-

hibition, and upon examination shall be found culpable

before his own judge, he shall be bound to give satisfac-

tion for all damages and interests, and to indemnify them

under penalty and obligation of his person and effects.

ARTICLE xvm. For this purpose, every person who

would fit out a privateer, shall be obliged, before he re-

ceives his patents or special commissions, to give security

before a competent judge of good substantial persons

severally and conjointly, in a sum sufficient for the pur-

pose of answering for all damages and wrongs which the

owner, his officers, or others in his service may do, during

their cruise, against the tenor of the present treaty, and

against the edicts made on both sides, in virtue of the same

treaty, by the King of Prussia and the United States, and

this under penalty of revoking and annulling said patents

and special commissions.
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ARTICLE xix. One of the contracting parties being at

war, and the other remaining neuter, should it so happen

that a merchantman of the neutral power be taken by the

enemy of the power at war, and retaken afterwards by a

vessel or privateer of said power at war
;

these ships, as

likewise all the ships and merchandizes of what kind

soever, which shall have been taken in the hands of any

pirate or rover of the seas, shall be brought into some

port of either of the two States, and put under the care

of the officer of said port, in order that they may be en-

tirely restored to their true owner as soon as he shall pro-

duce sufficient proofs of his property. The merchants,

masters, and owners of vessels, sailors, &c. the ships and

vessels, and in general any kind of merchandizes or

effects of one of the contracting parties or their subjects,

shall not be subject to any embargo, nor detained in any

of the countries, territories, islands, cities, places, shores,

or dominions, whatever, of the other party, for any mili-

tary expedition, public or private use of any person what-

ever, by seizure, force, or any like manner. Much less

shall the subjects of one of the contracting parties be

allowed to take or seize on any thing by force, belonging

to the subjects of the other party, without the consent of

the owner, which, however, is not to extend to seizures and

arrests which shall be made by order and authority of the

justice, and according to the ordinary measures on account

of debts or crimes, on which subjects process is to be had

agreeably to the forms of justice.

ARTICLE xx. Should it happen that the two con-

tracting parties should be engaged in war at the same

time against a common enemy, the following points shall

be observed between them.
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1st. If the vessels of one of the two nations, re-taken

by the privateers of the other, shall not have been in

possession of the enemy more than twenty-four hours,

they shall be restored to the first owner for one third of

the value of the vessel and cargo ; if, on the contrary,

the re-taken vessel shall have been more than twenty-

four hours in possession of the enemy, she shall belong

wholly to the re-captor.

2nd. Where it shall happen that a ship is re-taken by

a vessel of war belonging to the government of one of

the two contracting powers, within the interval of twen-

ty-four hours, she shall be restored to the first owner for

one thirtieth of the value of the ship and cargo, and the

tenth if she has been re-taken after the twenty-four

hours, which sums shall be distributed in gratuities to

the crews of the vessels which shall make the re-cap-

ture.

3rd. The prizes made in the aforesaid manner, shall

be restored to the proprietors, after proof made of the

property, with surety given for the part to which the

party who has re-taken the vessel from the enemy, is

entitled.

4th. The vessels of war of the two contracting par-

ties, and of their subjects, shall be reciprocally admitted

with their prizes into the respective ports ;
but these

prizes shall not be discharged or sold until their legality

shall have been decided according to the laws and regu-

lations of the States to which the privateers belong, but

by the judicature of the place into which the prize shall

have been conducted.

5th. Moreover, it shall be free to the contracting

parties, to make such regulations as they shall judge
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necessary for the conduct of their respective vessels and

privateers, relative to the vessels which they shall take

and carry into the ports of the two powers.

ARTICLE xxi. The armed vessels may conduct with

full liberty, the prizes they shall have taken from their

enemies, in the open ports, in time of war, to other

friendly nations, and these prizes, so entering into said

ports shall not be subject to be stopped or seized, nor

shall the officers of the place have any right to take

cognizance of the validity of said prizes, which shall be

allowed to go out, and be carried in full liberty to the

places mentioned in the commissions, which the captains

of said vessels shall be obliged to show.

ARTICLE xxn. In case that any vessel belonging to

one of the two States or their subjects, shall run aground,

be shipwrecked, or suffer any other damage on the coasts

or dominions of the other State, every assistance shall be

given to the shipwrecked persons, or to those who are in

danger, and passports shall be granted to them to secure

their return to their own country, the ships and ship-

wrecked merchandizes, or their proceeds, if they shall

have been sold, being claimed by their owners or their

agents within a year and a day, shall be restored on pay-

ing the expenses of salvage, conformably to the laws and

customs of the two nations.

ARTICLE xxm. When the subjects and inhabitants of

one of the contracting parties, with their vessels, public or

private, armed or merchantmen, shall be compelled by

storm, by the pursuit of pirates, or enemy's vessels or by

any other urgent necessity, to take refuge and enter into

any river, bay, road or port of the other party, they shall

be received with humanity and kindness, and shall meet
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with every friendship, protection and assistance. They

shall be allowed to provide themselves with refreshments,

provisions,
and every necessary for the subsistence, the

reparation of their vessels, and the continuation of their

voyage at a reasonable price, and they shall not be in any

wise detained or prevented from going out of said ports,

or roads, but may withdraw how and when they please,

without any let or molestation.

ARTICLE xxiv. The vessels of subjects or inhabitants

of one of the two contracting powers, approaching the

coast belonging to the other party, but not intending to

enter into port, or entering therein, not desiring to dis-

charge their cargoes or break bulk, shall not be obliged

to do it, but on the contrary shall enjoy all the franchises

and exemptions allowed by the regulations which subsist

on this head.

ARTICLE xxv. When a vessel belonging to the sub-

jects and inhabitants of one of the contracting parties

sailing on the high seas, shall be met by a ship of war

belonging to the other party, to prevent disorder, the said

ship of war shall not approach within cannon shot, but

shall send if she pleases her boat aboard the merchant-

man, and enter her with two or three men, the master or

commander of said ship on shewing his passport, which

proves the property of the ship, to said persons, after

said vessel shall have exhibited this passport, she shall

have liberty to continue her voyage, and it shall not be

lawful to molest her, nor to seek in any manner to chase

her, or to oblige her to quit her intended course.

ARTICLE xxvi. The two contracting parties mutually

grant each other the liberty of having, in their respective

ports, Consuls, Vice Consuls, Agents and Commissaries.

..-*
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who shall exercise their consular functions".upon the same

footing as the Consuls of the other friendly nations exer-

cise them in such places as they reside
;
but if they shall

exercise commerce, they must do it in subjection to the

received laws and usages of the place of their residence.

ARTICLE xxvu. The present treaty shall be ratified on

both sides, the ratifications shall be exchanged in the

space of eight months or sooner, if possible, reckoning

from the day of its signature.

In testimony whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries

have signed the foregoing articles, and have thereunto

affixed their seals.

Done at

SEPARATE ARTICLE.

The King of Prussia and the United States of North

America, agree that the present treaty shall be in full

force during the term of fifteen successive years, counting

from the day of its ratification, and the two powers re-

serve to themselves the power of renewing it at the ex-

piration of that time.

Done t

Copied and examined by the original.

J. Q. ADAMS.
At the Hague, April 13, 1784.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, April 22, 1784.

Sir,

I received some time since a letter from an American

gentleman, now in London, a candidate for orders, de-
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siring to know .if American candidates might have orders

from Protestant bishops on the continent, and complain-

ing that he had been refused by the bishop of London,

and the Archbishop of Canterbury, unless he would take

the oaths of allegiance, &c.

Meeting soon afterwards, the Danish Minister, I had

the curiosity to inquire of him, whether ordination might

be had in Denmark, he answered me that he knew not,

but would soon inform himself, I heard no more of it till

to-day, when the Secretary of his embassy, Mr. de Ro-

senkrantz, made me a visit and delivered me the papers,

copies of which are enclosed,

Thus it seems, that what I meant as current conversa-

tion, only, has been made the subject of deliberation of

the government of Denmark, and their faculty of theolo-

gy, which makes it necessary for me to transmit to Con-

gress, I am happy to find the decision so liberal.

I have the honor to be, &cc.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM M. DE ST. SAPHORIN TO JOHN ADAJIS.

The Hague, April 21, 1784.

M. de St. Saphorin has the honor to communicate to

Mr. Adams, the answer he has received from his Excel-

lency the Count de Rosencrone, Privy Counsellor and

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of his Danish Ma-

jesty, relative to what Mr. Adams desired to know, he

shall be happy if this answer be agreeable to him, as well

as to his superiors, and useful to his fellow citizens. He

has the honor to assure him of his respect.

DE ST. SAPHORIN.
'



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 139

Extract of a letter from his Excellency the Count De

Rosencrone, Privy Counsellor of His Majesty the

King of Denmark, to M. De St. Saphorin, Envoy

Extraordinary from his Majesty to the States Gen-

eral.

Sir,

" The opinion of the Theological Faculty having been

taken on the question made to your Excellency by Mr.

Adams
;

if the American Ministers of the church of

England can be consecrated here by a Bishop of the

Danish Church ? I am ordered by the King to autho-

rize you to answer, that such an act can take place

according to the Danish rites; but, for the convenience of

the Americans, who are supposed not to know the

Danish Language, the Latin language will be made use

of on the occasion. For the rest, nothing will be ex-

acted from the candidates, but a profession conformable

to the articles of the English Church
; omitting the oath

called Test, which prevents their being ordained by the

English Bishops."

Extract from the Secret Journal of Foreign Affairs,

March 21, 1785.

" On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr.

Holton,. Mr. W. C. Houston, Mr. Read, Mr. Bedford,

and Mr. Hardy, to whom were referred sundry letters

from the Ministers of the United States at Foreign

Courts,

Resolved, That the Minister Plenipotentiary from the

VOL. ii. 17
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United States to the States General of the United

Netherlands, be instructed to communicate to Monsieur

De St. Saphorin, Envoy Extraordinary from his Danish

Majesty to the States General, the high sense the

United States in Congress assembled, entertain of the

liberal decision made by his Majesty, on the question

proposed to his Majesty's Minister at the Hague, by

Mr. Adams, Minister from the United States, respecting

the ordination of American candidates for holy orders in

the Episcopal Church, commonly called the Church of

England.

Ordered, That the Secretary for foreign affairs trans-

mit to the Executives of the several States, copies of

Mr. Adams's letter of the 22nd day of April, 1784, as

well as of the papers therein enclosed relative to Epis-

copal ordination."

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, May 13, 1784.

Sir,

Since my last arrival in Holland, I have not transmit-

ted to Congress the details of the politics of this Court

and nation, nor of those neighboring Courts, which are

exciting disputes with it. Mr. Dumas has been in the

habit and train of that history, and I have not thought fit

to interrupt him. But if I should reside here regularly,

the whole business of the mission will of course go

through my hands
;

I therefore wish to know in what

light I am to consider this gentleman, and what relation

he is to stand in to me. I wish it for the government of
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rny own conduct, and still more from regard to him, whom

1 esteem as a very worthy man, and one who has, for a

course of years, been indefatigable in the service of the

United States, and who is not adequately rewarded or

supported, by the pittance which is allowed him. But

what is more disagreeable, he has never had any character

or commission from Congress, and one knows not what to

call him, whether Secretary or Agent. I cannot ask him

to act as my private secretary, which is really much be-

neath him. Although he is ever ready to assist me in all

things, I should be happy to know the pleasure of Con-

gress in this respect, and to receive their instructions from

time to time in all things which relate to the United Ne-

therlands, which I shall endeavor to execute to the best

of my power.

Enclosed is another copy of the project of a treaty

with Prussia, which I transmitted to Paris to Messrs.

Franklin and Jay, and have received back again from

them with their approbation, excepting the few correc-

tions and inquiries marked upon it by those Ministers.

The King will send a full power probably to M. de

Thulemeier, and I should be happy to know the pleasure

of Congress.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FKOM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, May 13, 1784.

Sir,

The measures taken by the neighboring powers are

likely to produce an intimate friendship and connexion
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between this Republic and France. England has mis-

taken her policy so much, as to delay the signature of the

definitive treaty, and to keep up a coldness and distance,

which instead of exciting the populace in favor of Eng-

land as she expected, has only accelerated the union with

France, which if she had not been blind, she might have

foreseen. The Emperor too, who 'certainly does not wish

a close connexion between this country and France, has

revived so many ancient pretensions as have alarmed

this nation, and produced an application to Versailles for

her mediation. The King of Prussia perhaps would not

be sorry to see the Republic allied to France; but whether

he had it in view or not, his letters have contributed some-

what to that end.

Hitherto there are only two or three provinces which

have declared for a treaty with France
;
but probably

the whole number will soon embrace the same policy.

The first step will be a treaty of commerce, this will be

a bar to the renovation of the ancient alliance with Eng-
land

;
but if a war should break out, it will occasion an

alliance with France. War may happen, for there are

manifest symptoms of a fermentation in the several courts

of Europe, and of a jealousy between the two Imperial

courts and the House of Bourbon; but still I hope the

public tranquillity will not be interrupted. The difficul-

ty of commanding money will be its best security. Eng-
land would not be sorry to see a war, if she could be

neutral, but she is not in a condition to foment it, by fur-

nishing subsidies.

The Emperor has large views, as it is supposed both

for his people and his family; he is suspected of vast pro-

jects of ambition, some of which have Silesia for their
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object. But hitherto his ambition has not been unjust

in general, but has appeared in beneficent designs for his

subjects and mankind, and it is much to be wished it may
never overleap those bounds. If his life and that of the

Empress of Russia, should be prolonged for some years }

and England should recover the command of money,

she may probably furnish that instrument of mischief, and

blow up a general war. It is good to look forward as far

as we can, that we may be prepared for our own part.

With great regard, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, May 14, 1784.

Sir, *?.

As I had the honor to observe in a former letter, there

is a fermentation in the Courts of the two Empires, and

those of Bourbon, which appears in several particulars,

which may be explained hereafter.

A question of etiquette, which amounts to no more,

than which of two persons shall enter or leave a room

the first, may set all Europe in a flame. The Prince

De Gallitzin, the Russian Ambassador, at Vienna, has

informed the Court that he could not, any longer, give

place to the Ambassadors of the Courts of Bourbon.

The Chancellor, De Kaunitz, communicated this infor-

mation to the Ambassadors of France and Spain, who

answered, that they would not appear at Court until

they should receive the instructions of their masters. So

necessary it is for governments to fix the eyes of their
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own subjects upon some objects which will keep up in

their own minds a sense of their importance ;
the step

of an Ambassador, or the hoisting of a flag, is enough

to raise or sink the pride and spirit of a mighty nation.

This affair, however, may be accommodated.

The death of the Bishop of Liege, will occasion

another contest, the Emperor will endeavor that his

brother Maximilian should be chosen, France will op-

pose this and set up others, this will try their talents at

electioneering, and occasion a heat, but not probably a

war.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, June 7, 1784.

Sir,

Some weeks ago the Baron de Thulemeier called upon

me and delivered me the paper, a copy of which is en-

closed marked 1. It is a letter written by the Envoy to

the King.

Last evening the Baron called upon me again and de-

livered me the answer of the King contained in the paper

a copy of which is enclosed, marked 2.

I have heretofore transmitted to Congress, by different

opportunities, copies of the project of a treaty, and the

papers herein transmitted complete the negotiation, and

the treaty is ready for signature, unless Congress have

other alterations to propose.

As his Majesty seems to choose that this business should
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be conducted by his Envoy here, who is also desirous of

finishing it, perhaps Congress may not judge it too much

complaisance, in framing their commission, to give author-

ity to any one to conclude this treaty, in case they should

name more than one, as it would be impossible for Mr.

Thulemeier to go to Paris. It is not every Ambassador,

however high his rank, or numerous his titles, or magnifi-

cent his appointments, who arrives at the honor of con-

cluding any treaty. It is a distinction which is made an

object of ambition, and is much desired, so that the Bar-

on's inclinations, I suppose, will not be thought inex-

cusable.

I should hope that Congress might despatch their in-

structions and authority to some one, or more, to con-

clude this affair, with as little delay as possible.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

Observations made by Mr. Adams, on the project of a

Treaty of amity and commerce, to be concluded be-

tween his Majesty the King of Prussia and the

United States of America, with the alterations which

this Minister desired might be adopted by his Prus-

sian Majesty., after a previous agreement on those

points, between him and his colleagues, Messrs.

FranMin and Jay.

1st. Instead of expressing through the course of the

treaty, the denomination of the United States of North

America, simply the United States of America.-

2nd. Instead of respective subjects, with respect to the

United States of America, the word citizens.
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3rd. ARTICLE HI. In like manner, to the merchandizes

of America, add productions, manufactures and mer-

chandizes.

4th. ARTICLE vn. And no one shall be molested on

account of his religion, provided he submits to such

public demonstrations as are enjoined by the laws of the

country. On this head a more explicit article is desired,

such as the fourth of the treaty concluded between the

United States of America and the Republic of the Unit-

ed Provinces. " Entire and perfect liberty of conscience

shall be granted to the subjects and inhabitants of each

party, and their families, and no one shall be molested

on account of his religion, provided he submits, in the

public demonstrations thereof, to the laws of the coun-

try. Liberty shall, moreover, be granted, on the death

of the subjects or inhabitants of either party, in the ter-

ritory of the other, to inter them in the usual burial

grounds, or in decent or suitable places appointed for

the purpose ;
and the bodies of the interred shall in no

wise be molested, and the two contracting powers shall

provide, each within its respective jurisdiction, that the

respective subjects and inhabitants may hereafter obtain

the requisite certificates in case of death, when they may
be interested therein.

"

5th. ARTICLE xv. Until the cargo has been landed

in the presence of officers appointed for the purpose,

and that the opening has been made.

N. B. Instead of opening, inventory.

6th. The twenty-first article may require some ex-

planatioa, since it is found to be contradictory to the

seventeenth article of the treaty of amity and commerce

between his most Christian Majesty and the United
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States of America, which contains the following expres-

sions: And, on the contrary, no shelter or refuge shall

be given in their ports or harbors to such as shall have

made prizes of the subjects of his Majesty or said United

States, and if they are forced to enter by distress of

weather or the danger of the sea, they shall be obliged

to leave it again as soon as possible. After the declaration

of this article, it appears that in case of a war between

Prussia and France, it would not be admissible for the

United States of America to derogate from antecedent

treaties concluded with the most Christian King, in favor

of a more recent obligation contracted with his Prussian

Majesty.

Observations made by Mr. Adams on the project of a

treaty of amity and commerce to be concluded between

his Majesty the King of Prussia and the United States

of America, with the alterations which this Minister

desired might be adopted by his Prussian Majesty,

after a previous agreement on these points between him

and his colleagues, Messrs. Franklin and Jay,

Answer to the

preceding obser-

vations.ARTICLE in.

The principal end of

this treaty being to open
a reciprocal commerce
between the subjects of
the two States, and by
that means to procure
for them a sure andeay
vent for their national

productions, the two

contracting parties a-

gree that the merchan-
dizes of Prussian man-

ufacture, particularly

VOL. ii. 18

1st. Instead of ex-

pressing through the

course of the treaty,
the denomination ofthe

United States of North

America, simply the

United States of Ameri-
ca.

2d. Instead of re-

spective subjects, with

respect to the United
States of America, the

word citizens.

May be chang-
ed without any
difficulty.

The same.
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linens of Silesia and

otherprovinces belong-

ing to the King, cloths

and woolen stuffs, &c.

shall not pay other or

heavier duties in the

United States of North
America than what sim-

ilar merchandizes ofthe

most favored nations,

pay in the said States,

on importation and ex-

portation. In like man-

ner, the merchandizes
of America, such as

Virginia tobacco, rice,

indigo, furs, &c. shall

only be subject, on their

importation and expor-
tation in the maritime

places belonging to the

King of Prussia, to the

same imposts as are paid

by the most favored

nation.

ARTICLE vn.
Perfect liberty of con-

science shall be granted
to the inhabitants and

subjects of either of the

contracting partieswith-

in the jurisdiction ofthe

other, and no one shall

be molested on account
of his mode of worship,
provided he submits to

such public demonstra-

tions as are enjoined by
the laws of the country.
Moreover, the respec-
tive inhabitants and sub-

jects shall be permitted
to be buried in suitable

and decent places which
shall be appointed for

this purpose, and the
two contracting parties
shall each of them pro-
vide, within their juris-

diction, that the respec-
tive subjects and inhabi-

tants may be able to ob-

tain certificates of the

Add the productions,
manufactures and mer-
chandizes.

On this head a more

explicit article, is re-

quired, such as the 4th

article ofthe treaty con-

cluded between the

United States of Ame-
rica and the Republic
of the United Provin-

ces: "Entire and per-
fect liberty of consci-

ence shall be granted
to the subjects and in-

habitants of each party
and their families, and
no one shall be molest-

ed on account of his

religion, provided he

submit, in the public
demonstration thereof,
to the laws of the coun-

try. Liberty shall more-

over, be granted, on the

death of the subjects
or inhabitants of either

party, in the territory
of the other, to inter

them in the usual burial

Granted, the

rather, as the

general term of

merchandizes

comprehends a-

like productions
that grow and
manufactures.

This article

can be minuted
as is desired in

the observations.
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FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

The Hague, June 22, 1784.

Sir,

If my memory does not deceive me, I have heretofore

transmitted to Congress, the advice of some of the Fo-

reign Ministers here, that the United States in Congress

assembled, should write a letter to each of the Sovereigns

of Europe, informing them of the complete establish-

ment of their independence.

Lately, in separate conversations with the Ministers of

the two empires, and the King of Sardinia, they all re-

peated this advice. They say that this is the rule, the
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practice, and that the precedents are uniform. The

Empress of Russia did it lately, when she ascended the

throne. They add, that this is the precise point of time,

now that the ratifications of the definitive treaty of peace

are exchanged, which is most proper to make the com-

munication, and that their courts expect it from Congress.

Congress no doubt, will write an elegant letter upon

the occasion, but it would in substance, be sufficient to

say, that on the 4th of July, 1776, they found it neces-

sary to declare themselves a sovereign State
;
that they

have since entered into treaties with several powers of

Europe, particularly a treaty of peace with the King of

Great Britain, wherein that crown has acknowledged for-

mally and solemnly, their sovereignty, and that it is their

desire to live in good intelligence and correspondence with

the sovereigns of Europe, and of all other parts of the

world, and with the one in particular, and that there may
be friendship and harmony between their respective citi-

zens and subjects. These letters may be transmitted to

all, or any of your Ministers in Europe, to be by them

communicated through the foreign Ministers at the court

where they reside, or they may be transmitted directly.

If Congress are at a loss for the titles of any Sovereign,

they may leave a blank, to be filled by the Minister to

whom the letter is sent for communication.

The answers which will be respectively given to these

letters, will prevent many questions, discussions and chi-

caneries, because that orders will then be given to all

Ambassadors, Governors, Generals, Admirals, &c. to

treat all American citizens of the United States, accord-

ing to their characters. With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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Report of Setretary Jay, on the letter of John Adams,

Esq. dated ZZnd June, 1784.

Office for Foreig-n Affairs, ?
March 4, 1785. 5

The Secretary of the United States of America for the

Department of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred

a letter of the 22nd June, 1784, from the honorable

John A'dams, Esq. Reports, as his opinion,

That Congress, by their declaration of the 4th July,

1776, announced the independence of the United States

to all the nations of the world, and that it was then as

perfect and complete as it now is or ever can be.

That it would be most prudent, in the opinion of your

Secretary, for Congress, in speaking of the treaty of

peace, to avoid as much as possible connecting their inde-

pendence with it, lest such connexion, unless exceeding-

ly guarded, might afford matter to argue an admission

that their independence was indebted for legal validity to

the acknowledgment of it by Great Britain.

That as a state of war between any two nations calls

upon the others to observe and fulfil those duties, which

either the laws of neutrality, of particular treaties and

compacts may prescribe, it is important to all to be pro-

perly informed of the time, when such war commences,

and when it ceases*.

Your Secretary therefore thinks it would be right for

Congress, by letter to announce to the sovereigns of Eu-

rope, that the war which lately subsisted between his

Britannic Majesty and the United States was terminated,

by the treaty of peace made between them at Paris on

the 3rd day of September, 1783, and that to avoid the
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necessity of saying any thing on the subject of it, a copy

of the treaty should be enclosed in the letter.

Your Secretary submits the following draft of such a

letter to the consideration of Congress.

To

It gives us pleasure to inform your Majesty that the

war, which for many years had subsisted between his

Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, was

happily terminated on the 3rd day of September, 1783,

by a treaty of peace, which has since been formally rati-

fied by both parties.

The respect we entertain for your Majesty induces us

to inform you of this important event, and for your fur-

ther satisfaction, to enclose a copy of the treaty.

Permit us to assure your Majesty of our sincere desire

to cultivate harmony and a friendly intercourse between

your Majesty's subjects and our citizens
;
and that we

wish to see the commerce of these States with other na-

tions, so regulated as to become reciprocally beneficial to

them and to us.

When it is considered that monopoly and restraint on

one side, always produce monopoly and restraint on the

other
;
and that attempts to obtain partial advantages ;

usually occasion equivalent embarrassments, we flatter

ourselves that in this enlightened age, a policy more

consonant to the honor and happiness of mankind will by

degrees prevail.

We, for our parts, shall.be happy to enter into a treaty

of amity and commerce with your Majesty on the most

liberal principles ; and we have reason to hope that the

various productions, and rapid population of our thirteen
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countries, will give them some weight in the commercial

state.

We pray God to keep your Majesty under his holy

protection.

Done by the United States of America in Congress

assembled, at their chamber in the city of New

York on the- day of- one thousand

seven hundred and eighty five.

All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Anteuil, near Paris, ?
October 20, 1784-5

Sir,

The enclosed letters from Mr. Dumas, will communi-

cate to Congress, the present state of Affairs between

their High Mightinesses and the Government General of

the Austrian low countries. Those who have negotiated

for the Emperor appear to have presumed too much

upon the fears and divisions of the Dutch, and to have

compromised too hastily his authority and dignity. The

Dutch, neither terrified nor dejected, are arming for the

defence of their country with unanimity, and are labor-

ing to accomplish a coalition of parties among them-

selves
; which, if it can be effected, will be much for

the honor, happiness and prosperity of the nation.

If the words of the Count de Belgioso were to be

taken literally, the war is already commenced, as guns

have been fired, and Austrian vessels stopped ;
but win-
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ter approaches too fast, for forces to take the field, and

before the season for opening a campaign will arrive,

there will be much room for negotiation. France will

endeavor to reconcile, but if she cannot succeed in this,

she must take the part of Holland
;
besides her general

interest in the independence of that republic, and her

particular interest in their friendship, which she lately

found useful, both to her finances, and her possessions in

the two Indies, she is not less interested than Holland

itself, in preventing Brabant and Flanders, from becoming

rich commercial countries in the hands of the house of

Austria, in preventing their trade to the East and West

Indies.

How the English will act, is a problem. But if they

can find an interest in opening the commerce of that

country, they have more sagacity than their ancestors,

or than any but themselves now living.

Upon the whole, there is still room to hope that the

peace will be preserved ;
if it is not, there is great rea-

son to fear that the war will be very general. The

object the Emperor has in view, would be useful to

America, as it would open to us some good ports and

noble markets, and thereby compel France, England

and Holland to be more complaisant. But we need not

wish such an advantage to ourselves at the expense of so

general a calamity to mankind, as we have already com-

mercial advantages enough to satisfy a reasonable people.

France and Holland are sensible of the advantages we

should have, whether England is, I know not. A youth

of five and twenty, although very promising and very

virtuous, appears to have an object in his hands too great

for his forces. He does not appear to enter into the

VOL. ii. 19
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true system of his country, nor to comprehend at all her

situation relative to foreign powers.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Auteuil, near Paris, November 3, 1784.

Sir,

Dr. Franklin has lately communicated to Mr. Jeffer-

son and me, a letter he has received from the Count De

Vergennes, and another from M. Grand. The first in-

forms that M. Marbois had informed him, that upon his

application to the superintendent of finances, he had re-

ceived an answer from Mr. Gouverneur Morris, that letters

should be written both to Amsterdam and Paris, to pro-

vide for the payment of the interest of the ten millions

of livres, borrowed for the United States in Holland, by
the King, and reminds the American Minister that other

interest is due, and that the first payment of the capital

will become due next year. M. Grand informs, that

he is already about fifty thousand livres in advance for

loan office certificates, salaries, &c. these letters the

doctor will no doubt transmit to Congress, and as they

relate to matters within his department, I might have

been excused from mentioning them, if the mention of

Amsterdam had not made it probable that Mr. Morris

had it in contemplation to draw upon our bankers there

for money to discharge this interest, and I cannot excuse

myself from observing that, if such drafts should be

made, I am apprehensive they will be protested. France
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is at present in so much danger of being forced to take

part in a war in the low countries, that I am not surpris-

ed at the Count De Vergennes' attention to matters of

revenue, and that I cannot see any hope that Doctor

Franklin will be able to obtain any relief from this Court.

It will be remembered, that there is a debt of near a

million and a half sterling to France, and another debt

of more than half a million sterling in Holland, whose

interests are constantly accruing. There are also sala-

ries to Ministers, and there is another call for money
which is very pressing ;

the commerce of the Mediter-

ranean is of great importance to the United States, and

to every one of them, and this commerce cannot be en-

joyed with freedom, without treaties with the Barbary

powers. It will be not only in vain, but dangerous and

detrimental to open negotiations with these powers, with-

out money for the customary presents. How are all

these demands for money to be satisfied ? If cash, bills

or produce, can be sent to Europe for the purpose, it

will be happy for us; but I suppose that no man believes

it possible, and therefore we must not only forego great

future advantages, but violate contracts already made,

and faith already pledged, and thereby totally ruin our

credit, if not expose the property of our merchants to

be seized abroad, or we must borrow more money in

Europe. Now there is no part of Europe in which we

can expect to borrow, unless it be in Holland, and there

we may rely upon it all our hopes will fail us, if effectual

measures are not taken to fund our foreign debt.

If adequate funds were established for discharging the

interest, we may hope for further credit, without them

our circumstances are absolutely desperate.
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It is not for me to enter into the question how this is

to be done, so far distant and so long absent, it would be

impossible for me to form a judgment, if the subject were

within my province, which it is not. The ability of our

people for this and much greater things cannot be doubted,

by any man who knows any thing of their affairs, and it

is a pity, that any questions about the mode, should re-

tard this most necessary provision, for the existence of

our credit abroad.

I have this moment a letter from our bankers at Am-

sterdam, dated the 28th of October, in which they in-

form me, that they have not received the ratification of

my last loan; perhaps it did not arrive, until after the re-

cess of Congress. I must earnestly request that Con-

gress would despatch it as early as possible after their

meeting, because the delay of it may excite an alarm

and dash all our hopes at once. The half a million ster-

ling which we have obtained in Holland, has been all

transmitted to America in dollars, by the way of the

Havanna, or paid in redeeming bills of exchange, sold

in America for very advantageous premiums. None of

it has been laid out in goods, and therefore every other

consideration calls upon us to be punctual, as well as our

honor, which alone ought to be sufficient. Enclosed are

copies of papers received from Mr. Dumas with my an-

swers. I cannot forbear recommending this gentlemen

to Congress upon this occasion, as the critical circumstan-

ces in the low countries at this time will render his intel-

ligence very interesting, and his services at the Hague,

perhaps indispensably necessary.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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The following questions submitted by their High Mighti-

nesses to M. Dumas, were by him transmitted to Mr.

Adams whose answers are appended :

QUESTIONS.
1st. On proof of a transfer in

good and due form, the property
of a vessel to lie American, can

the necessary sea-letters be ob-

tained at the Hague ?

2d. Is it necessary that the

purchaser should be a citizen of

some town belonging- to one of

the thirteen Slates, or will it suf-

fice thathe is settled there, though
only since the acknowledgment
of the independence of America?
Has a citizen greater claims to the

protection of Congress than an

inhabitant?

3d. The property of a vessel

being proved American, (agree-

ably to the first question) is it in-

different in what port she is, and
to what port she is destined, or

is this confined to a certain port
in Europe and to a certain port
in America, and vice versa ?

4th. Is it necessary that the

captain of such vessel should be
an American citizen, or will it

answer if he has been born in a

city, town or village, actually de-

pendent on Congress?
5th. In case of purchasing a

vessel on account of an Ameri-

can, for which there is an immedi-
ate employment, may she not be
commanded by a captain of an-

other nation, supposing that at

the time no American Captain
could be found who might be
entrusted with the command?

6th. Should a vessel, sold and
transferred to a citizen or inhabi-

tant of the continent, be taken

by the enemy, sailing under for-

eign colors, could a reclaim by
Congress be expected ?

ANSWERS.
1st. There is no man at pres-

ent in Holland, legally author-

ized by the United States in Con-

gress assembled, to issue sea-

letters.

2d. Both citizens and inhabit-

ants have a right to protection.
But every stranger who has been
in the United States, or who may
be there at present, is not an in-

habitant. Different States have
different definitions ofthis word.
The domicile, and the " m'mw

habitandt," is necessary in all.

3d. All vessels bona fide the

property of American citizens

or inhabitants, have a right to

protection.

4th. American citizens and in-

habitants have a right to navigate
their vessels by captains and sea-

men of any nation.

5th. Undoubtedly. But let

the parties look to themselves,
that the translation be bona fide

and clearly proved.

6th. The evidence ofthis must
be very clear. The United States

will scarcely interfere in such a

case, if there is a doubt of the

fact or a suspicion of collusion.
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7th. In case such vessel should

be bound from a port in Europe
or America, for a Mediterranean

port, or should actually be at

some port in the Mediterranean,
and elsewhere destined, what
means are to be taken, and what

papers are to be shown, to ob-

tain the necessary Turkish pass-

ports to navigate that sea?

7th. The United States have
not yet a treaty with the Turks
or Barbary Powers, and therefore

no such papers are to be had.

Anteuil, Novembers, 1784.

Mr. Dumas,

I have given to the several

preceding questions, the onl)
answers in my power, and hope
thev will be satisfactory. It is in

the power of Congress alone, to

authorize any other answers. To
that august assembly, therefore,

you will do well to write a full ac-

count of all these things, and if

it is consistent with their wisdom,
it will be very pleasing to me if

they should send you a commis-
sion as Charge d'Affaires, for

such an officer, or another Minis-

ter, seems now to be necessary,
on account of the danger of a

war.

JOHN ADAMS.

Extract from the Secret Journal of Foreign Affairs,

January 20, 1785.

" On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr.

Monroe, Mr. Platt, Mr. Read, Mr. Hardy and Mr.

Speight, to whom was referred a letter of the 3rd No-

vember, 1784, from the honorable John Adams, and a

letter of the llth of the same month, from the honorable

John Adams, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson.

Resolved, That the paragraph in the joint letter re-

specting the communications they have received from the

Count.de Vergennes, upon the subject of the Dutch loans



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 151

guarantied by France, and the particular loans of France,

as also the paragraph respecting the letter of Monsieur

Le Grand to Mr. Franklin, and the letter of Mr. Adams,

be transmitted to the several Executives, and that they

be requested to lay them before their respective legisla-

tures, for their information upon the subjects which they

treat, under injunctions of secrecy.
"

.. ,./;. . i .-

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Anteuil near Paris, December 15, 1784,

Sir,

I venture to address myself to you as Minister of Fo-

reign Affairs, because I sincerely hope that you have ac-

cepted that important office.

The Emperor ofMorocco sent an ambassador last winter

to Holland to demand materials for some frigates, and as

none of the great maritime powers have the courage or

the will to refuse such requisitions, obtained them. It

now appears probable that they have been employed in

corsairs against American trade, and one Virginia vessel

appears to have been taken and carried to Tangier. This

has spread an alarm, and raised the insurance on Ameri-

can vessels, and rendered it necessary that something

should be soon done.

There is danger of our making mistakes upon this oc-

casion. Some are of opinion that our trade in the Me-

diterranean is not worth the expense of the presents we

must make the piratical states, to obtain treaties with

them. Others think it humiliating to treat with such

enemies of the human race, and that it would be more
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manly to fight them. The first, I think, have not calcu-

lated the value of our Mediterranean trade, in which

every one of our States is deeply interested
;
but this

is not all, the piratical corsairs will go all over the ocean,

and will even raise the insurance upon all our commerce

so high, as to cost us more in this single article, than all

the presents exacted would amount to. The last have

more spirit than prudence, as long as France, England,

Holland, the Emperor, &c. will submit to be tributary to

these robbers and even encourage them, to what purpose

should we make war upon them; the resolution might be

heroic, but would not be wise. The contest would be

unequal. They can injure us very sensibly, but we can-

not hurt them in the smallest degree. We have or shall

have a rich trade at sea exposed to their depredations,

they have none at all, upon which we can make repri-

sals. If we take a vessel of theirs, we get nothing but

a bad vessel fit only to burn, a few guns and a few barba-

rians, whom we may hang or enslave if we will, and the

unfeeling tyrants, whose subjects they are, will think no

more of it, than if we had killed so many caterpillars

updn an apple tree. When they take a vessel of ours,

they not only get a rich prize, but they enslave the

men, and if there are among them men of any rank 'or

note, they demand most exorbitant ransoms for them.

If we could even send a force sufficient to burn a town,

their unfeeling governors would only insult and deride.

Unless it were possible then to
v persuade the great mari-

time powers of Europe to unite in the suppression of

these piracies, it would be very imprudent for us to en-

tertain any thoughts of contending with them, and will

only lay a foundation, (by irritating their passions and
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increasing their insolence and their demands) for long

and severe repentance. I hope, therefore, we shall

think of nothing but treating with them.

But how ! where is the money ? France calls upon

us to fulfil our engagements with her, both for interest

and principal, and our creditors in Holland, who are very

numerous will soon be uneasy, unless something is dono

for their security. Holland is the only place where we

can borrow money, and there it will be impracticable,

unless our European debt at least be consolidated.

If Congress, therefore, think of borrowing in Holland,

they must begin by laying duties at home to pay the in-

terest.

I have not time to enlarge at present on any subject.

This is the most pressing and deserves the immediate at-

tention of Congress and their Ministers, of whom I hope

you are one, as I am very sure no man is better qualified

or better disposed, but if unfortunately you should not be

in office, let me pray you to transmit the substance of

this letter to Congress.

With great and sincere respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Anteuil, near Paris, ?
January 10, 1785. $

Sir,

I have the satisfaction to inform Congress, that by a

letter from our bankers in Amsterdam, I am informed

they have in hand near a million of guilders, and con-

VOL. n20
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sequently that the two loans I have opened, amounting in

the whole to seven millions of guilders, are almost full
;

this is a full proof of an amelioration of our credit, since

January 1784, when I was obliged, in a very tender

state of convalescence, and an uncommonly rigorous

season, to undergo the hardships and dangers of a voy-

age and journey in packet boats, ice boats, and boors'

waggons, to obtain money to save Mr. Morris's bills frora

being protested.

This is a very fortunate circumstance for us at this

time, both as it furnishes us the means of treating with

the Barbary powers, if Congress should authorize us to

make the necessary presents, upon which points we wait

their instructions, and as it will enable Congress to pay

the interest of their debt to France.

Four letters upon the subject of this -interest, have

bee'n communicated to his colleagues, by Doctor Frank-

lin, one from the Count De Vergennes, and three from

M. Grand, and no doubt transmitted to Congress.

Doctor Franklin has sounded me several times, to

know if I was willing to pay the salaries of Ministers,

and Mr. Carmichael's salary, Mr. Dumas' salary, and

Colonel Humphreys' ;
in short, there is no money in

Europe at present, but what has been obtained in Hol-

land by my signature, and is supposed to be under my

inspection; I shall, therefore, be very soon embarrassed,

as there will be many applications to me for money, and

I shall not dare to advance it without orders ; I there-

fore pray for the explicit instructions of Congress upon

this subject. Your Ministers in Europe must not starve

on the one hand, and I must not on the other presume

to appropriate money unappropriated by Congress, with-

out necessity.
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If it should be the pleasure of Congress, that I should

draw for necessary moneys upon the certificate of their

Ministers here, or that they should draw upon my bank-

ers in Amsterdam, this would relieve me from a great

anxiety ;
at all events, it is absolutely necessary that

Congress should communicate to me their commands.

I wish also to know, whether it is the expectation of

Congress that I should open a new loan, as one of the

old ones is full, and the other very near it.

I confess it grieves me to put my hand to an obliga-

tion, as it always brings home to my heart the reflection

that I am burthening the industry and labor of my fel-

low citizens and countrymen with a heavy load, and

when demands are laid before me for millions of livres, for

interest already due, I cannot help wishing that I might ne-

ver have occasion to sign another obligation. It will, never-

theless, be absolutely necessary, as I believe, to borrow

somewhat more ;
but it behoves the people to consider

the necessity they are under, of exerting themselves in

season to provide for the payment of their foreign debt,

and especially to avoid as much as possible the necessity

of increasing it. They will find it very impoverishing

to send annually out of their country, such large sums

for the payment of interest, an enormous bulk of the

produce of the country must go to make up these sums,

and we shall find the drain very exhausting to our pa-

tience, if not to our strength.

With great respect, &cc.

JOHN ADAMS.
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Report of Secretary Jay on Mr. Adami Utter of IQth

January last, (1785.)

Office for Foreign Affairs, )

April 1, 1785. \

The Secretary of the United States for the Department of

Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a letter from the

Honorable John Adams to his Excellency the Presi-

dent of Congress, dated 10th January last, reports:

That the said letter contains nothing, but what comes

directly within the Treasury Department; except the

hint respecting treaties with the Barbary States
;

for ne-

gotiating which, Congress have already been pleased to

provide.

Your Secretary takes the liberty of observing, that the

state of our foreign affairs renders it highly necessary, that

the Commissioners of the Treasury should be speedily

convened, and proceed to business; for without a general

knowledge of the affairs of a Department, it must be

difficult to conduct, properly, any particular branch of

them
; especially in money matters, where the relations

between debts, funds and expenditures, are so intimate

and extensive, as to render order and system in a great

degree indispensable.

For these reasons it appears expedient to refer Mr.

Adams' letter to the Treasury, and, until their report can

be obtained, to postpone deciding whether a new loan is

necessary to be opened, and to what amount, as well as

purposes, to which the remainder of the money in Hol-

land ought to be appropriated.

But as the justice as well as the dignity of the United

States, requires that their Ministers and servants should
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be punctually supplied, without the intervention of per-

sonal credit and such like expedients, your Secretary is

of opinion that Mr. Adams should be authorized, until

the further order of Congress, to cause the salaries of

your Ministers and Secretaries in Europe, to be regularly

paid out of the moneys in Holland, and that by orders

under his hand to the bankers, to be from time to time

given, as the said salaries become due.

All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Auteuil, near Paris, March 9, 1785.

Sir,

Permit me to congratulate the United States, upon the

acquisition of a Minister of Foreign Affairs whose long

services have so justly acquired their confidence, and

whose experience, as well as his talents, so fully qualify

him for this important trust.

The joint despatches of their Ministers here, will in-

form Congress of the slow progress of the negotiations

entrusted to their care. These delays are owing to the

ordinary character of the deliberations of Courts, and are

in no measure occasioned by any inattention or inactivity

on our part, and, as they are irremediable, must be sub-

mitted to with patience.

I must beg leave to repeat a request mentioned in sev-

eral of my late letters, that Congress would be pleased

to transmit the ratification of my last loan, which 1 open-

ed a year ago in Holland, and is long since full. The



158 JOHN ADAMS.

delay of the ratification has an ill effect. Congress will

be pleased to give orders, if it is not yet done, as 1 hope

it has been, concerning near a million of guilders, which

remain in the hands of their bankers at Amsterdam, as

appears by some extracts of letters enclosed.

I have lately inquired of the Baron de Stael, the

Swedish Ambassador, and of Mr. d'Asp, the Swedish

Charge d'Affaires, an old acquaintance at the Hague,

who has been lately removed to this Court, concerning

the presents given by their Court to the Barbary Powers.

Both very obligingly promised to write to Stockholm for

full information upon this subject. I have written to Mr.

Dumas to apply to Mr. Bisdom and Mr. Vander Hope,

to learn the sums given by the Republic. The answers

of those gentlemen I have communicated to my col-

leagues, and copies of them will be transmitted to Con-

gress by Mr. Humphreys, in the joint despatches. If we

can avoid this humiliating tribute, I should wish it with

all my heart, but am afraid we must sooner or later sub-

mit to it. I cannot find it in my heart to wish ill success

to the two empires, if they really have, as they are sus-

pected to have, the project of driving wholly out of

Europe, the Turkish empire, because the Barbary pow-
ers and their hateful piracies, would probably come to an

end at the same time. We wait for orders relative to

those States, thinking it dangerous saying a word to Mo-

rocco, before we are ready to treat with all.

There is at this time so intimate a connexion between

France, Sweden and Holland, that I fancy we shall

scarcely persuade either of the latter to agree to any

supplementary treaties, unless the former should set the

example, which we cannot expect, considering the oppo-
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sition the Ministry meets with from the merchants of the

sea port towns, and even from some sovereign Courts.

The ordinance of 30th August, 1784, which moderates

the rigor of the letters patent of October 1727, and ad-

mits foreigners to the commerce of the colonies under

certain restrictions, has excited remonstrances from the

merchants of Marseilles, Bordeaux, Rochelle, Nantes,

St. Maloes, and Havre de Grace, and the Parliament of

Bordeaux, has remonstrated, and that of Bretagne, was

very near it. The Marshal de Castries is yet unmoved,

but this opposition will, I fear, discourage him from going-

further.

These remonstrances attack every part of the first arti-

cle, they oppose the free ports, or entrepots, they op-

pose the liberty to strangers to import timber, coal, even

live stock, but especially salt beef, salt fish, rice, Indian

corn, vegetables, leather tanned or in the hair, pitch, tar,

turpentine, they are eager for reviving the regulations of

1727, and totally excluding all foreigners from their

islands. In short, I see that French merchants consider

their colonies, and colonists, as English merchants con-

sidered us twenty years ago. It is true, that all have

not been equally extravagant, some have gone in their

remonstrances, no further than against salt beef and fish.

Merchants, whether French, English or Dutch, are

very bad rulers of colonies at a distance, and their mis-

takes, if not firmly corrected by their governments, will

make a serious common cause between Americans,

northern, southern, and western.

The French fisheries, in consequence of the extension

of their limits by the treaty of peace, upon the Island

of Newfoundland, and the free communication between
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the United States and St. Peters and Miquelon, have

succeeded the last year in a remarkable manner. Mar-

seilles. Bordeaux and Rochelle, and many other places,

have engaged in the Newfoundland fishery, with a

new ardor, and uncommon profit. This is one striking

advantage, arising wholly from their alliance with us, and

they ought to be too sensible of it, to wish so soon to

exclude us wholly from their Islands. The government,

and more enlightened part of the nation are so, and will

not give way to the interested clamors of those, who see

no further than their own private profit.

Nothing is more extravagant than the confident pre-

tensions of French and English merchants, that they can

supply their own Islands. It is whimsical, but it is true,

that the mercantile spirit should be the most hostile to

the freedom of commerce; governments the most dispos-

ed to favor it, are continually solicited by bodies of mer-

chants, from partial views and private interests to restrain

and shackle it.

England, it is plain, will never treat with us here, and

it is for Congress to determine, whether they will accept

the proposition of the Court of St. James, and send a

Minister there, or renounce all thoughts of treating with

it upon any thing. Spain seems equally averse to treat-

ing here, but if Mr. Gardoqui has arrived, who has full

powers, Congress may treat with him at New York.

The general state of Europe is critical, but the claims

of the Emperor are so directly against treaties, which

interest so essentially all Europe, that I do not believe

he will urge on a war, that must embroil all the world,

and end not at all to his advantage or honor.

With very great esteem, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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FROM MESSRS. WILI-INK TO JOHN ADAMS.

Sir,

In conformity to our promise of last Thursday, we

have now the honor to advise your Excellency, that the

balance of he accounts of the United States, now in

our hands, amounts to /.1,301,760.4

From this must be deducted the follow-

ing sums :

For payments which are at

hand, interest of the last

loan, due 1st. February, /.65,986.4

Premiums of the same, - 50,000

Accepted draughts of Mr.

Morris, .... 200,000

Not appeared draughts of do. 12,150 328,136.4

Remains /.973,624

So it appears from this that there is still to the dispo-

sition of Congress a capital of 973,000 florins, current

money. The sums that at present are in the hands of

each house or their bankers amount to viz :

Wilhem and Jan Willink - -
(

-
/.575,000

Nic and Jacob Van Staphorst, - -
525,000

De la Lande and Fynje.
- - - 200,000

Together with the abovementioned balance

of
/.1,300,000
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The whole number of bonds, which are at present un-

sold in our hands is 252, of the 5 per cent, loan of 5

millions, viz:

Wilhem and Jan Willinkhave in their possession, 110

Nic and Jacob Van Staphorst,
- - - 135

De la Lande and Fynje,
- - - - 7

We hope, Sir, that this very particular account of the

state of business of the United States trusted to our care,

will give you satisfaction, and we now expect your orders

whether you desire that we shall put the whole balance

or part of it into the bank of Amsterdam or not. In the

meantime we have the honor to subscribe ourselves with

sincere esteem, sir, fac.

WILHEM fa JAN WILLINK.

NIC fa JACOB VAN STAPHORST.
DE LA LANDE AND FYNJE.

Extract of a letter from Messrs. Willink ^ Co.

Amsterdam, February 2, 1785.

"
Sir,

Last week we received your much esteemed fa-

vor of 10th January, and observed with much pleasure,

your satisfaction on the flourishing state of the treasury

of the United States, in our hands. Your Excellency

desires our opinion, whether the prospect of making new

loans for the Congress, would be favorable
;

in answer

to this, we heartily wish that we may not very soon be

charged to try it, and that before it may become neces-

sary, Congress may be put in the situation, by a unani-

mous consent of all the American States of the confede-
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ration, to point out a sufficient fund for the punctual

payment of the capital and interest, which, as you know,

has not been the case with the two first loans, and which,

at present, would absolutely be required, because the

people in this country know, that the States have not

agreed upon this capital point ;
a circumstance that cer-

tainly occasions that the credit of the United States can-

not be carried to the point, which we believe it deserves,

in consequence of the inward solidity and promising

prospect of the source of her welfare
;
besides this, we

are daily questioned about the ratification of the last

loan, and we are at a loss what we shall answer, having

received no letters from the office of finance since

the time when Mr. Morris resigned. But, sir, whenever

our wishes in these points shall be fulfilled, which cer-

tainly will strengthen greatly the American credit
;
we

should not advise to try another loan for some time, be-

cause we know that a great number of bonds of both of

the former, remain'still in the hands of the undertakers,

which, as you know, is the second hand, and there is no

great prospect, that they will sell their shares so soon, on

occasion that we have every day new loans opened here,

as for instance, one of seven millions in favor of the East

India Company, one of twelve hundred thousand florins

for the States of Zealand, one of two millions for Swe-

den, and we expect every day a loan for our province ;

added to this, large sums are employed in the French

loan, and you will easily conclude that money becomes

very scarce, which we hope will not be the case next

year, and if then Congress might wish to pay off their

loans in France, and raise the money in this country, it



164 JOHN ADAMS.

would give us much pleasure to give her again satisfac-

tion with our endeavors, and at the same time to observe

an unlimited confidence with our countrymen."

FROM JOHN JAY TO JOHN ADAMS.

New York, February 11, 1785.

Sir,

I have now the honor of transmitting to you herewith

enclosed, a ratification made the 1st inst. of the contract

or engagement, which you entered into, as Minister Ple-

nipotentiary of the United States of America to their

High Mightinesses, the Lords the States General of the

United Netherlands, in behalf of the said States, with

Messrs. Wilhem and Jan Willink and others, for a loan

of two millions of guilders, the 9th March, 1784.

As the letters received from you, between my prede-

cessors resignation, and my acceptance of this office, are

yet in the hands of a committee of Congress, I am not

in capacity to say any thing of their dates or contents.

On the 14th ult. I wrote a short letter to you, Doctor

Franklin and Mr. Jefferson.

Congress have resolved to send a Minister to the Court

of London, and I flatter myself with being soon enabled

to write to you particularly on this subject.

It would give me great pleasure to hear from you fre-

quently, and to be favored not only with such informa-

tion as you may think interesting ;
but also with such re-

marks and opinions on affairs in this department, as may
the better enable me to discharge the duties of it.
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M. de Marbois, in pursuance of the orders of his

Court, has demanded that M. Longchamps be delivered

up. I wish that matter had not been pressed. I have

laid the requisition before Congress, and shall inform you

of the result of their deliberations on the subject. It is

in contemplation to appoint a Minister for Spain,' and

we are informed that an envoy from that Court may daily

be expected here.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

JOHJV JAY.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Auteuil, near Paris, April 13, 1785.

Sir,

I have written by the late packets, for the orders of

Congress concerning near a million of guilders in the

hands of Messrs. Willink & Co. in Amsterdam, and re-

questing the ratification of my last loan, and other sub-

jects. By the February packet, hourly expected, I hope

to have the honor of letters from you, with the pleasure

of Congress relative to these matters.

Our joint despatches will show all the information we

have yet obtained concerning the power of the Barbary

States, and the costliness of their friendship. We must

proceed slowly and cautiously. I often hear the trade

of the Mediterranean, and of the Levant, slightly spoken

of, and represented as of small value to the United States.

I think very differently, with an absolute certainty that

time will demonstrate me in the right. But the rise of

insurance on all of our trade, is to be added to the full
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value of the trade we may have in the Mediterranean

and Levant
;
and what is worse, we have the cries of our

countrymen in captivity, in chains, and exposed to many

cruelties, to consider. It is not the loss of property which

has induced any nation to become tributary to them, but

this inhuman practice of enslaving captives. France,

England and Holland, have avoided stipulating in treaties

to pay a tribute ; but Sweden and Denmark have not. I

hope we shall not imitate the example of these last. If

we are directed to negotiate, we shall probably negotiate

through the French Consul, but it will be necessary,

finally, for Congress to send Consuls to sign the treaties

and to make the presents. We have collected some in-

formation which will be useful to our country, respecting

these powers. I wish we were able to do as much,

under our commission, to Spain ;
that Court will not treat

here, and for us to go to Madrid is a dangerous measure ;

we know not how much time the negotiation there may

require, and if we go and return without success, it will

be industriously spread by all the diplomatic corps, and

will hurt the reputation of our country in Europe, and

elate the English beyond measure, inconveniences

which may be avoided by your conducting the negotia-

tion with Mr. Gardoqui, at New York, or by Congress

sending a Minister to Madrid. This, I know, is much

desired by the Spanish Court, and by this Court, as many

symptoms have indicated, particularly a conversation be-

tween the Duke de la Vauguion and me, a few days be-

fore his departure for Madrid. A Minister at Madrid

would be useful to us in conducting this business with the

Barbary powers, and is in all respects, as far as I can see,

a desirable measure. The expense of maintaining three
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Ministers is the same, whether they reside at Anteuil,

Passy and Paris, or at Madrid, Versailles and the Hague,

and I am sure we could not do less, separately, than we

are likely to do together.

You remember, sir, that one of the first things, Mr.

Hartley said to us, was to propose in the name of the

King, his master, and his Minister Mr. Fox, that Minis-

ters should be exchanged immediately between Congress

and St. James. You have received before now, the

formal proposition from the Marquis of Carmarthen,

transmitted to us, through the Duke of Dorset, to the

same effect. The appointment of Mr. Temple, as

Consul General, is a still stronger indication of a real wish

in the Ministry, that this measure may be pursued, and

of a secret consciousness that they shall be obliged to

treat. In their refusal to treat here they would be justi-

fied, by all the courts and diplomatic bodies in the world.

I make no scruple, no hesitation to advise that a Minis-

ter may be sent, nor will I be intimidated from giving this

advice, by any apprehension that I shall be suspected of

a design or desire of going to England myself. Who-

ever goes, will neither find it a lucrative nor a pleasant

employment, nor will he be envied by me. I know that

for years, if he does his duty, he will find no personal

pleasure or advantage. But the measure of sending a

Minister to England, appears to me, the corner stone of

the true American system of politics in Europe, and if

it is not done, we shall have cause to repent it for a long

time, when it will be too late. Every thing is calculated

as it appears to me, to involve us in a war with England.

Cries and prejudices are fomented in England and Ame-

rica, which have no other tendency, but to involve us in
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a war, long before we shall be ready. Ten or fifteen years

hence, we should have nothing to fear from a war with

England, if they should be mad enough to force us upon

it. At present it would distress us extremely, although

it would ruin England. My system is a very simple one;

let us preserve the friendship of France, Holland and

Spain if we can, and in case of a war between France

and England, let us preserve our neutrality, if possible.

In order to preserve our friendship with France and Hol-

land and Spain, it will be useful for us to avoid a war

with England. - To avoid a war with England we should

take the regular diplomatic steps to negotiate, to settle

disputes as they rise, and to place tbe intercourse between

the two nations upon a certain footing; then we may un-

derstand one another, avoid deceits and misrepresenta-

tions. It is so much the interest of England, that we

should be neutral in a future war, that I am persuaded

cool and candid reasoning with their Ministers upon the

subject would convince them of it. The force of truth

is greater, even upon the minds of politicians than the

world in general is aware of. England is now mad with

the hope ofour having a war with Spain, and even France,

in consequence of the family compact, and of our court-

ing them to become our allies and undertake our defence.

Surely it would not be difficult for an American Minister

to convince a British one, that this is chimerical, and that

the only thing they ought to expect from America is neu-

trality. The real thing the English have to fear is ourjoin-

ing their enemies against them in a future war. She has

no alliance to hope from us, unless Spain should force us

into a war; and even then, we ought not to ask or accept

aid from England, if we could avoid it, unless France,

from the family compact, should join Spain.
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This reasoning and this system, you see, goes upon

the supposition that we are independent of France, in

point of moral and political obligation ;
but if the senti-

ments of America are otherwise, and these principles are

general, which you and I once heard delivered with great

formality and energy, viz: " That America ought to join

France against England in two future wars, one to pay
the debt of gratitude already contracted, and the other

to shew ourselves as generous as France had been." I

confess myself all wrong, and to be so totally ignorant of

the right duties, and interests of my country, as to be alto-

gether unfit for any share in their public affairs, foreign or

domestic.

At any rate, our negotiations in this place have not

answered the ends proposed by Congress, and expected

by the people of America, nor is there now scarcely a

possibility that they should. I am very happy in my
friend Mr. Jefferson, and have nothing but my inutility

to disgust me with a residence here. But I presume

Congress will not think it expedient to renew the com-

mission, or attempt any longer to carry on negotiations

with the rest of the world, in this place. If they should

however, I hope they will think of some other gentleman

in my place, as it is my desire to return home, at the ex-

piration of the term of the present commissions.

With great respect and sincere esteem, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Anteuil, near Paris, April 24, 1785.

Sir,

The letter you did me the honor to write me on the

llth of February last, containing the ratification of my
last loan, of two millions of guilders, having been pro-

perly addressed to me as Minister at the Hague, by a

mistake of the post office at Paris, was sent to Holland,

from whence it returned to me last night. This loan is

long since full, as my last loan of five millions of guil-

ders is nearly so
;

I must therefore, solicit the further

instructions of Congress, whether I am to open any new

loan or not.

Your letter to Doctor Franklin, Mr. Jefferson and me,

of the 14th of January, has been duly received and an-

swered.

If I had known a few weeks sooner, that Congress

had resolved to send a Minister to London, it would

have saved you the trouble of a letter upon the subject,

which you will receive by the packet. It has appeared

to me, for some time, to be an important and necessary

measure
;
and although the gentleman who may be sent

there, whoever he may be, will probably find himself in

a thicket of briars, from which he will hardly get free

without tearing his flesh, yet I am persuaded that the

appearance of an American Minister at the British Court,

will have good effects upon our affairs, even in France

and Spain, and the nations in alliance with them, as well

as in the courts and nations in the opposite scale of the

balance; but especially upon the British and American

nations.
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Will it be foreign to the purpose, upon this occasion,

or improper for me to observe, that the people in Amer-

ica, and their legislatures in the several States, should

prepare the way for their Ministers in England, to re-

quire a faithful execution of treaties, by setting the ex-

ample of a punctual execution on their part? If we

establish the principle, that we have a right to depart

from the treaty in one article, because they have depart-

ed from it in another, they will certainly avail themselves

of the same principle, and probably extend it as much

farther, as their sense of justice is less, and their opinion

of their own power, however ill founded, is greater. It

cannot, I think, be too often nor too earnestly recom-

mended to our countrymen to consider the treaty as

sacred, and to fulfil it in all its parts, according to its

real spirit and intention, in good conscience, in that most

delicate point of all, respecting refugees ;
I even wish

that the people could conquer their natural feelings, and

suppress their just resentments ; this I am confident is

the best revenge that can be taken, and will most effec-

tually disarm even those among them, who are most dis-

tinguished for their enmity. If we have any thing to

fear from Canada and Nova Scotia, or for our whale

fishery, it arises, and will arise from our own severity to

these people, and the same observations may be applied

to the fur trade, and the posts upon the frontier.

Your desire, sir, to hear from me frequently, and to

have my poor opinion on the affairs of your department,

does me great honor, and shall be complied with to the

utmost of my power : but I shall much oftener have oc-

casion for your advice in such affairs as are entrusted to

me. I think myself extremely happy in common with our
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countrymen, that I have to correspond with a gentlemen

to whom our foreign affairs are very familiar, by long ex-

perience, who knows where our difficulties and danger

lie, and who has proved himself, upon all occasions, supe-

rior to them.

I am sony to learn that the French Charge

d'Affaires has demanded Monsieur Longchamps to be de-

livered up, and am the more surprised, because I had un-

derstood from such sources as I thought authentic, that

the punishment to which he has been sentenced, was sa-

tisfactory at court. It may not however be amiss for the

French Government to keep up a claim, which may be a

standing restraint to their own subjects in all foreign

countries. But it cannot be doubted that the French

ministry know our right to refuse, as well as theirs to de-

mand, as there is no positive stipulation between the two

powers, that criminals shall be mutually given up, and

surely it is no perfect right by the law of nations, nor is

it a common practice; so far from it, that it will be difficult

to show an example - of it, where there is no convention.

Your packet for Mr. Carmichael shall be delivered to

the Spanish Ambassador to go by his courier, as you desire.

With the utmost respect and esteem, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Anteuil, near Paris, May 4, 1785.

Sir,

The day before yesterday, I received the letter you did

me the honor to write me, on the 18th of March, enclos-

ing a commission, instructions, and letter of credence to
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the Court of Great Britain, and a duplicate of your letter

of February llth, with the ratification of the loan in Hol-

land.

The appointment to the Court of Great Britain de-

mands my most grateful acknowledgments to Congress,

and the utmost care and diligence in the execution of it.

I am happy to see, by the resolution of March 7th,

that a Minister is to be appointed to succeed me at the

Hague ;
both because a Minister will be necessary there,

and because that the Minister in London will find em-

ployment for all his time, and should devote himself whol-

ly to the duties of that mission. As no letter of recall is

as yet arrived to me, I am a little perplexed. I have

been a witness of so much friendship to the United States,

and have experienced so much kindness to myself in

Holland, that I ought not finally to quit that country,

without taking leave of their High Mightinesses, even if

established forms had not rendered such a ceremony in-

dispensable.

There is no time to be lost unnecessarily, in executing

the instructions of Congress; but you are very sensible,

sir, of the necessity, of taking leave of this Court, and of

the foreign Ministers here, and of the time which such a

formality takes up. It will, therefore, be longer before I

can be in London than you may wish, perhaps five or six

weeks
;

in the meantime Colonel Smith, I hope, will ar-

rive with the additional information, and I may take such

measures as I can to prepare the way before us. The

Duke of Dorset has offered me all the service in his

power, and professes to wish me success. It may not be

useless for me to see Mr. Harris at the Hague.
The instructions are perfectly agreeable to my own in-
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clinations; but it would be my duty to carry them into

punctual execution, to the utmost of my power, if they

were not so. It is not the first time that a public trust of

some importance has been committed to me, but I do not

know that any ever made a deeper impression upon my

spirits, or gave me more serious reflections. To do my

duty to our country and her allies, and to reconcile the

Americans and English upon principles and terms, which

may give satisfaction to all, is no easy task. I can pro-

mise nothing but industry the prospect of success is far

from being encouraging. The measure of sending a Min-

ister had become indispensable; Congress will have tried

the experiment, and done all that in the opinion of the

world was incumbent on them, and if the English nation

perseveres in obstinacy and delusion, the United States

will be fully informed of it, and have it undoubtedly in

their power to do themselves justice. The resolutions of

New York and Rhode Island, the former laying heavier

duties upon British ships and merchandizes, and the lat-

ter adopting the impost of five per cent, if the public pa-

pers inform us truly, are symptoms of a spirit rising in

America, which will either make the English friendly to

us, or their enmity a blessing.

The Count D'Aranda told me yesterday that your

packet to Mr. Carmichael was gone to Madrid.

I forgot to mention in its place, your letter of March

15th. The confidence you express is mutual, which I

esteem one of the happiest circumstances in my whole

life. I have not the honor to be personally known to

Mr. Smith, but he shall receive from me all the regard

which becomes the relation between us.

With sincere esteem I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Anteuil, near Paris, May 3, 1785.

Sir,

The Britons boast, that all the prophecies of the loss

of the American trade from the independence of the

United States, have proved false : that the experiment

has been tried, and the contest decided : that there was

at the peace a competition of the commercial nations of

Europe, for the prize : that the superior abilities of the

British manufacturers, and the greater capitals of their

merchants, have enabled them to give our traders better

bargains and longer credit than any others in Europe :

that as we love our interests, and have small fortunes,

we must come to them who can furnish us with goods of

the best qualities, at the cheapest rates, and allow us the

longest time to pay : that Britain has monopolized our

trade beyond credibility : that all the foreign merchants,

French, Dutch, and even Spanish, and Portuguese, who

had engaged in our trade have failed, while few of theirs

have suffered.

While, on the one hand, it is certain that in all this

there is much exaggeration, it must be confessed, on the

other that there is too much truth, and the success of

your mission to London will depend very much upon the

researches of Congress and the States into this subject,

and the measures they may take in consequence of their

inquiries, you will negotiate for reciprocities in commerce

to very little purpose, while the British Ministers and

merchants are certain, that they shall enjoy all the profits

of our commerce, under their own partial regulations.

It behoves the whole people of America, then, to turn
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their attention to this subject, it would be presumption in

me to discuss the question, whether it is necessary the

States should give to Congress a plenary power to govern

the commerce of the whole confederation. I have been

too long absent, and at too great a distance to be able to

form a judgment, even to my own satisfaction. But I

can see numberless mischiefs and inconveniences arising

from the want of unity and system, in the direction of

such complicated interests, and every State will find itself

necessitated frequently to apply to Congress for their in-

terposition, eitherby recommendations or decisions.

You will give me leave then to inquire, whether it

may not be proper for Congress, to call upon the States

in such manner, as they may judge constitutional, to fur-

nish them with authentic accounts of all the exports and

imports of every State since the peace, of the vessels

which have entered, or cleared out, the nation to which

they belong, and all other particulars which may be

thought proper. It should seem impossible that the

union can be preserved, without some such general repo-

sitory of the commercial interests and knowledge, the

information to be derived from it would bring the States

to act in concert, by shewing the necessity of it to all,

and Congress or the States might take such measures,

as would insure them justice against the English; from

such a view they might lay such discouragements on

British ships and manufactures, and procure such advan-

tages to their own, as would be beneficial to our country,

while it would show the English their own weakness ;

heavy duties might be laid upon articles of luxury

wrought in England and imported from thence, which

would discourage the extravagant use of them, among
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ourselves, place other nations upon as good and better

footing than the English, and raise the revenue for the

public out of that enthusiasm for England, which has

been and is still so unwise in itself, and so hurtful to our

country. Such measures as these would discover to tjie

English, that we know our own strength and their weakness,

and would have probably a greater tendency to influence

the ministry, by preparing the nation, than any reason-

ing which can be used. It is a diplomatic axiom, "that

he negotiates ill, who is not in a condition to make him-

self feared," but measures for this purpose must be

taken by the people of America. Our army will be no

terror to them, because they think at present they shall

never send an army to fight us in our own country, and

they do not believe that ours will go abroad to attack

them; they are too proud of their own navy, and have

too much disregard of ours, to dread us upon the sea
;

although experience should have taught them, that their

commerce might be much endangered by our cruisers,

so that we have no means to make an impression on

them, but by commercial regulations, which the vulgar

may see strike essentially at their interests without injur-

ing our own.

With great and sincere esteem, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Autcuil, near Paris, May 7, 1785.

Sir,

In a former letter I expressed a doubt, whether I should

go directly to London, or first to the Hague, in order to
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take leave; but upon further reflection, as I have not re-

ceived a regular letter of recall, and another Minister to

their High Mightinesses is not yet arrived, it seems best to

avoid occasion of too much speculation among our credi-

tors in that country, for the present. The Minister who

shall do me the honor to succeed me, will probably

bring my letter of recall, and I hope, the permission of

Congress for me to go over to Holland, to pay there my
last official respects, provided the state of our affairs in

London, will admit of my absence for the space of time

necessary, which may be three weeks
;
but if Congress

should think this ceremony unnecessary, or I should be

engaged in business for the public, which cannot conve-

niently be left, I may take leave of their High Mighti-

nesses, and of his most Serene Highness, by a respectful

letter, which perhaps, may answer the end. I hope to

be in London by the end of this month.

As we have no friends in England, or any other part

of Europe, but in Holland, I must ask the favor of Con-

gress to transmit me their authority by a resolution, to

draw upon their bankers in Holland, for the amount of

my salary, and the salary of Mr. Smith, and some little

disbursements which may be indispensable.

My friend and colleague, Mr. Jefferson, brought with

him an order to receive of M. Grand a sum of money
in advance, to furnish his house

;
but M. Grand having

no money in his hands, but, on the contrary, being much

in advance, made some difficulties, which induced Mr.

Jefferson to apply to me. I accordingly drew upon your

bankers in Amsterdam a bill in his favor for six thousand

guilders, which he has received. As M. Grand could

only have advanced the money, by drawing on the same
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fund, one commission has been saved by this means, and

I hope for the approbation of Congress.

Colonel Humphreys brought with him an order upon

M . Grand, for money to pay for a medal, to be struck

for each of the Generals, Washington, Gates and

Greene, and for some swords, adjudged by Congress to

other officers, and upon M. Grand's inability to make

the advances, he applied to me. As we supposed it to be

the undoubted intention of Congress, that these small

presents should be made in honor of those great events

and immortal actions, I consented to draw for the money

upon the same bankers, to the amount of about a thou-

sand pounds. This also I hope will meet the approba-

tion of Congress.

If you will pardon, sir, a transition to a subject not

much connected with the foregoing, I may fill the rest of

my paper with an observation which may have its uses.

The extreme severity of cold and drought, which have

continued through the months of February, March, April,

and to this day, has brought upon this country, and per-

haps others, a serious calamity. There is such a scarcity

of herbage and pasturage, that the poor people in many

places have been obliged to kill their cattle, to prevent

them from starving. In many other places they have

been necessitated to feed the cattle, with grain and bread

and other things necessary for the support of their fami-

lies. The daily processions which pass before my door,

in prayers for warmth and rain, are afflicting to humanity.

These circumstances, however, have contributed to silence

the clamors of various provinces, against the commerce

between us and the French West India Islands, more

than all the authority of the King and influence of Go-
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vernment. The whole nation must see, and the English

too will probably see, the impossibility of supporting

their Islands with wheat and flour, and even the necessi-

ty of importing considerable quantities of these articles,

as well as rice, from the United States into Europe. It

is generally agreed that the crops of grass will be so di-

minished, that even if the wheat should not fail, they

shall be obliged to apply so much of the latter to the

subsistence of their cattle, that they must import from

us. I wish you a plentiful season and industrious hus-

bandmen, that you may be able to support the wants of

all Europe, as well as your own.

With the greatest respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Auteuil, near Paris, May 8, 1785.

Sir,

In executing the instructions of Congress of the seventh

of March last, as well as all former orders, which con-

cern the court of Great Britain, the Ministry will no

doubt, find my commission and letter of credence suffi-

cient authority. But you will see by a letter from the

Duke of Dorset, which your Ministers have sometime

since transmitted, that the British cabinet have conceived

doubts, whether Congress have power to treat of com-

mercial matters, and whether our States should not sepa-

rately grant their full powers to a Minister. I think it

may be taken for granted, that the States will never think

of sending separate Ambassadors, or of authorizing di-
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rectly those appointed by Congress. The idea of thir-

teen plenipotentiaries meeting together in a congress at

every court in Europe, each with a full power and dis-

tinct instructions from his State, presents to view such a

picture of confusion, altercation, expense and endless

delay, as must convince every man of its impracticability.

Neither is there less absurdity in supposing, that all the

States should unite in the separate election of the same

man, since there is not, never was, and never will be, a

citizen, whom each State would separately prefer, for con-

ducting the negotiation. It is equally inconceivable that

each State should separately send a full power and sepa-

rate instructions to the Ministers appointed by Congress.

What an heterogenous mass of papers, full of different

objections, various views, and inconsistent and contra-

dictory orders must such a man pull out of his porte

feuille, from time to time, to regulate his judgment and

his conduct! He must be accountable too, to thirteen dif-

ferent tribunals for his conduct : a situation in which no

man would ever consent to stand, if it is possible, which

I do not believe, that any State should ever wish for such

a system. I suppose, too, that the confederation has al-

ready settled all these points, and that Congress alone

have authority to treat with foreign powers, and to ap-

point Ambassadors and foreign Ministers, and that the

States have separately no power to do either. Yet it is

plain from the Duke of Dorset's letter, that the British

cabinet have conceived a different opinion. This is to be

accounted for only by conjecturing that they have put an

erroneous construction on the limitation, restriction, or ex-

ception in the article of our confederation, which gives to

Congress the power of appointing Ambassadors and
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making treaties. This limitation is confined to treaties

of commerce, all others Congress have full power to

make. From this limitation however, will probably arise

a great deal of difficulty and delay to me. If the British

Ministry wish and seek for delays, this will be their pre-

text. But even if they should wish for despatch, which

is not likely, they may have propositions to make which

will fall within the limitation, and in such case, it will not

be in my power to agree with them.

I can only transmit the proposition to Congress, who

will perhaps transmit them to the States, and no man can

foresee when the answers will be received, so that the

business can be brought to a conclusion. It is a long

time that Congress have appeared to be aware of these

obstructions, in the way of our prosperity; but it does not

yet appear that the States have been sufficiently attentive

to them to remove them. It is not to be supposed that

Congress will ever frame any treaty of commerce, with

any foreign power, which shall be unequal and partial

among the States, or oppressive upon any one of them ;

and it is very clear, from the situation and circumstances

of the country, that no such treaty can ever be carried

into execution, or last long. If the States should be un-

willing to confer upon Congress a power to make treaties

of commerce unlimited in point of time, it should seem

that time alone might be a sufficient restriction, or the

limitation might be to a particular nation, as the English

for example, for a certain time, although it must be al-

ways remembered, that we cannot favor the English with

any thing which will not become common to other na-

tions the French, the Dutch and Swedes, at least.

It is very possible that the Cabinet of St. James may
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decline even entering into any conferences at all, upon
the subject of a treaty of commerce, until the powers of

Congress are enlarged. If they should, the people of

America cannot be too soon informed of it, and turn the

deliberations in their assemblies to this object.

In this case, the only present hope of your Minister

will be, in obedience to his orders, to convince the Brit-

ish Ministry of the necessary tendency of their restric-

tions on our trade, to incapacitate our merchants in a cer-

tain degree to make remittances to theirs, to urge the sur-

render of the posts, the restitution of the negroes, the

explanation respecting debts, and those other matters

pointed out in his instructions, in which the right, and

power and equity are too clear to leave any plausible

pretences for delay, and to transmit, by the earliest oppor-

tunities, to Congress, full and true accounts of his pro-

ceedings.

On the 30th of April, 1784, Congress recommended

to the Legislatures of the States, to vest them, for fifteen

years, with the power to prohibit any merchandizes from

being imported or exported in vessels belonging to, or

navigated by, the subjects of any power with whom we

shall have no treaty of commerce; and to prohibit the

subjects of any foreign state, unless authorized by treaty,

from importing into the United States any merchandizes,

which are not the produce or manufacture of the domin-

ions of the sovereign whose subjects they are, provided

that the assent of nine States be necessary.

To suppose that the British Cabinet intended by the

doubts of our powers, expressed in the Duke of Dorset's

letter, to assist Congress in obtaining from the Legisla-

tures, a compliance with those recommendations, would
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be more charitable than their conduct in any other in-

stance would justify. I rather think it was a mere excuse

for delay, but it ought to operate upon the minds of the

people of the States and their assemblies, as a powerful

incentive to compliance; but it may be still a question

whether a compliance of all the States, will still satisfy

the British cabinet, and they may require an express vote

of unlimited authority to Congress, for a certain time at

least, from each State, to enter into a treaty of commerce

with them.

I have not yet been able to learn with certainty, how

many and which of the States have agreed to those re-

commendations of Congress. It will now be necessary

for me to be very attentive to this, and to request of you,

Sir, the earliest and most minute intelligence of every

proceeding of Congress and the States relative to it.

The last year must have been a prosperous period in

the United States: the high prices of their produce, and

the low prices of foreign merchandizes, are a demonstra-

tion of it. Yet our shipping, our seamen, our carrying

trade, have been discouraged. Present ease and even

wealth should not be our only object.

We ought to attend to considerations of strength and

defence. Our situation is different from some of the

powers of Europe, who have neglected their own de

fence. Switzerland is situaed so, that if she should

be atacked one neighbor, she would infalliby be

defended by two others. If attacked by Sardinia,

she would be defended by France and the Emperor;
if by the Emperor, France and Sardinia would sup-

port her
;
and if by France, the Emperor and Sardi-

nia would unite to protect her. This is so fully known
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other and all her neighbors, that she fears nothing, and

is at no expense. Holland attacked by France, found

a friend in England ;
when attacked by England, France

supported her
;
when the Emperor threatened her, she

found a friend in France too, and she will forever be sure,

that neither of these three great powers can ever

suffer her to fall a prey to any of the others. She has

relied so much upon this, as to neglect her defence, to

her great regret at present. But what are Switzerland

and Holland, small powers limited by nature, so that they

never can be great, to the United States of America, des-

tined beyond a doubt to be the greatest power on earth,

and that within the life of man. This is so well known,

that instead of being overlooked among the powers, like

Holland and Switzerland, we shall be more an object of

jealousy than any other upon earth. All the powers
know that it is impossible for any, the proudest of them,

to conquer us; and therefore, if we should be attacked by

any one, the others will not be fond of undertaking our

defence; knowing we can defend ourselves, they will

leave us to do it, and if they assist us at all it will not be

until we have done the work, and then it will be feebly,

and only with a view of deriving more benefit and repu-

tation from it than they do us good. They will be pleased

to see us weakened and our growth a little retarded. It

behooves the United States then to knit themselves to-

gether in the band of affection and mutual confidence,

search their own resources to the bottom, form their fo-

reign commerce into a system, and encourage their own

navigation and seamen, and to these ends their carrying

trade; and I am much afraid we shall never be able to do

this, unless Congress are vested with full power, under
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the limitations prescribed of fifteen years, and the con-

currence of nine States, of forming treaties of commerce

with foreign powers.

With great esteem, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
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FROM JOHN ADAMS TO JOHN JAY.

Auteuil, near Paris, May 13, 1785.

Sir,

We meet, as you know very well, so often with foreign

Ministers at Court and other places, and have so many
transient conversations, upon subjects in which America

is more or less concerned, that I scarcely know when k is

worth while to transmit them to you, and when it is not.

There is danger on one hand, of degenerating into minute-

ness, and on the other, of omitting something which may
be of consequence.

The Duke of Dorset has been, in general, very civil

to Doctor Franklin, Mr. Jefferson and me, and I believe

I may say with exact truth, that he has shown us as much

respect and attention, as he has to the Ministers of any

power whatever
;

but since the English papers, from the

gazettes of New York, have published my appointment to

his Court, he has been more assiduous, if I may use that

expression, than ever.

He congratulated me, at last Court, very politely, on

my appointment, and said if he could be of any service

to me in public or private, by writing to Mr. Pitt or Lord

Carmarthen, or to any of his private friends, it would give

him pleasure to do it. I thanked his Grace, in general
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terms, and said it was very possible he might be of ser-

vice to me, and to his own country too, as well as mine,

if his Grace and his humble servant thought alike upon

certain points. He thought then, as well as I, that it was

proper we should compare notes
;

and said he would

come out to Auteuil and see me, on Saturday at twelve.

Accordingly he came, and repeating his professions of

good will, and his offers of service, I told his Lordship I

did not mean to give him the trouble of any official re-

presentations, but as he was willing to enter into private

conversation with me upon affairs, I might ask what could

be the reason why the posts upon our frontiers were not

evacuated. He said he could not tell. I added, there

had undoubtedly been full time, and it could not but be

considered as inconsistent with the treaty ; that he might

well imagine it must be a tender point with us, and that

jealousies and apprehensions would be very justly kept

alive, among all our people, until the treaty was fulfilled

in this particular. He seemed wholly at a loss upon this

subject, and did not incline to compromise himself, by

hazarding any opinion.

I then mentioned the debts, and said it was certainly

for the mutual advantage of both sides that we should

come to an explanation upon that article. That to let

loose the law, and perhaps the inflamed passions of some

creditors, upon the debtors and their estates, might ruin

the latter without paying the former. That if execution

was served upon the person of a debtor for want of

estate, by the ancient as well as modern laws, he might,

in a stated period, obtain his liberty, upon his oath, and

the debt would be lost. If execution should be levied

upon estate, it must be sold at vendue, and in the presen
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scarcity of money, would not be sold for half its value,

so that the creditor might lose as well as the debtor.

That it would surely be better for both countries, as well

as for creditor and debtor, that the latter should be allow-

ed time to turn himself, and make the most of his proper-

ty. The Duke replied, that if the matter should be re-

presented in this light, and made appear to be so, per-

haps the Ministry and the creditors might be satisfied
;

but, he added, interest should be paid. I answered, that

the question concerning interest would not be changed at

all by a delay ;
it would be the same, whether the principal

were paid now or sometime hence. But I found his

Lordship here again unwilling to hazard any opinion of

his own.

I then mentioned the negroes, and asked why the

treaty was so little attended to in this article ? He asked

whether any considerable number had been carried off?

I answered, a very great number, and not only against

the treaty, but confessedly so, for that Sir Guy Carleton

had at the time of his carrying them away, acknowledged

it to be against the treaty; but alleged that their treaties

with the negroes obliged them to do it, and therefore

they must pay for them. I added, that this made it still

harder upon the American debtors, and indeed, made it

perfectly just for them to withhold payment, because

that the property of many of them, was thus wrong-

fully withheld from them
; property, by which they

might have been enabled to pay at least much of their

debts ;
but I found that either his Grace had not thought

much upon these subjects, or that his prudence restrain-

ed him from speaking freely, and he chose to waive par-

ticulars, by repeating offers of his service. I replied, that
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I did not think it was proper for me to desire his Grace

to make any official representations, because my first

address of that kind should be made to Lord Carmarthen;

but that noblemen and gentlemen of high rank were

often here and in company with his Grace, and as con-

versation turned often upon American affairs, it might be

in his Grace's power to rectify many mistakes relative to

these subjects. It would be still more in his power by

his private correspondences. I could not, however, ob-

tain any specific promises, but he concluded by more

general assurances, that he sincerely wished that all

questions might be settled to mutual satisfaction, and en-

tire harmony and affection restored, &c. &tc.

A few days after, the Duke came out a second time

to see me at Auteuil, and brought me some letters to the

custom house at Dover, which he believed would save

me any troublesome visits of those gentry, and said he

had written to Mr. Pitt, to desire him to send an order to

the custom house, which would certainly answer the

end.

He then told me, I must be in London time enough to

pay my respects to the King, on the 4th of June, his

birth day ;
that to that end I must carry over from hence

a fine new coat, ready made, for that it was a rule of

etiquette there for every body to have new clothes upon
that day, who went to court, and very rich ones, and

that my family must be introduced to the Queen ;
I told

him I was sorry to hear that, but that I hoped it was not

indispensable, for that at the Court of Versailles, the

families of Ambassadors only were required to be pre-

sented, and Ministers Plenipotentiaries and Envoys had

their option; my family had chosen to avoid it here, for
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many reasons. He said it was true, that here, the

etiquette required only the presentation of Ambassa-

dresses; but in England it was otherwise, and the ladies

and daughters of all the Ministers must be presented to

the Queen.

I hope, Sir, you will not think this an immaterial or a

trifling conversation, when you consider, that the single

circumstance of presenting a family to Court, will make

a difference of several hundred pounds sterling in my
inevitable annual expenses. This is not the first serious

lecture that I have had upon the subjects of etiquette,

and even dress. I have formerly related to you in con-

versation, another much more grave, which I had five

years ago from the Count De Vergennes. I believe I

have also repeated to you similar exhortations made to

me, even by the best patriots in Holland. There is a

certain appearance in proportion to rank, which all the

Courts of Europe make a serious point of exacting from

every body, who is presented to them.

I need not say to you, Sir, because you know it per-

fectly, that American Ministers have never yet been able

to make this appearance at any Court
; they are now,

less able to do it than ever. I lament this necessity of

consuming the labor of my fellow citizens upon such

objects as much as any man living, but I am sure that the

debasing your Ministers so much below their rank, will

one day have consequences of much more importance

to the husbandman, artisan and evenlaborer.

With the most cordial esteem, &c.

[ <* JOHN ADAMS.
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CORRESPONDENCE
OF

JOHN ADAMS, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, AND
THOMAS JEFFERSON.

JOINT COMMISSIONERS, AND MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY

FOR THE

FORMATION OF TREATIES OF AMITY AND COMMERCE WITH
FOREIGN POWERS.

On the 3d day of June, 1784, Congress issued a joint

commission to John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and

Thomas Jefferson, granting to them, or a majority of

them, plenary power, to negotiate and conclude a supple-

mentary treaty with Sweden, for the purpose of perfect-

ing the commercial intercourse already entered into be-

tween the two nations.

A joint commission had been issued to John Adams,

Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, on the 12th

day of May, 1784, empowering said Commissioners, or a

majority of them, to treat with Russia, respecting a treaty

of amity and commerce.

Commissions of the same tenor and date, were issued

for treating with the Courts hereafter specified, except

that the expressions thereunto severally annexed, were

substituted for those marked in the preceding commission.

Germany. His Imperial Majesty.

Prussia. His Prussian Majesty.

Denmark. His Majesty the King of Denmark.

Saxony. The citizens of the United States, and the

subjects of the most serene Elector of Saxony.
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Hamburg. The citizens of the United States of

America and the Imperial city of Hamburg.

England. His Britannic Majesty.

Spain. His Catholic Majesty.

Portugal. Their most Faithful Majesties.

Naples. His Majesty the King of the two Sicilies.

Sardinia. His Sardinian Majesty.

The Pope. The United States of America and the

dominions of his Holiness the Pope.

Venice. The United States of America and the most

serene Republic of Venice.

Genoa. The United States of America and the most

serene Republic of Genoa.

Tuscany. The citizens of the United States of Ame-

rica and the subjects and people of the most serene Grand

Duke of Tuscany.

The Porte. The Sublime Porte.

Morocco. The high, glorious, mighty and most noble

Prince, King and Emperor of the kingdom of Fez, Mo-

rocco, Taffilete, Sus, and the whole Algasbe and the ter-

ritories thereof; a treaty of amity, or of amity and com-

merce.

Algiers. The citizens of the United States of America

and the subjects of the Dey and Government of Algiers

a treaty of amity, or of amity and commerce.

Tripoli. The citizens of the United States of Ame
rica and the city and kingdom of Tripoli ;

the most

illustrious Lords and Governors of the City and Kingdom
of Tripoli; a treaty of amity, or of amity and commerce.

Tunis. The citizens of the United States of America

and the people of the state and kingdom of Tunis, the

regency or Government of Tunis
;
a treaty of amity, or

of amity and commerce.
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Appointment of Secretary by the United States in Con-

gress assembled, May 12, 1784.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Secretary to

the Commission for negotiating treaties of commerce with

foreign powers, and the ballots being taken, Mr. David

Humphreys was elected.

CHARLES THOMPSON,
Secretary.

May 7, 1784. Resolutions were adopted by Con-

gress, instructing their Commissioners in Europe with re-

gard to the formation of treaties. [See Vol. i. p. 111.

On the llth May, 1784, further instructions were

issued by Congress, in the shape of resolutions
; having

reference to instructions of a former date, May 30, 1783,

"the objects of which they are directed to urge with

perseverance." [See Vol. I, p. 117.

June 3, 1784. Instructions relative to the navigation

of the Mississippi.

Minutes of the proceedings of the Ministers Plenipo-

tentiary of the United States of America, for form-

ing treaties of Amity and Commerce, with foreign

powers.

Passy, August 30, 1784.

Present, Mr. Adams, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Jefferson,

Ministers D. Humphreys, Secretary.

After having read the instructions, paragraph by para-

graph, noted, their contents, and agreed to meet every
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day at this place until the objects of the commissions

should be properly arranged, and put as far as may be,

into the best train of execution,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Ministers

Plenipotentiary, that Captain John Paul Jones (who is

authorized by Congress to receive all the prize moneys
which may be due in Europe) should apply to the Court

of Denmark, for the recovery of an adequate compensa-

tion for the prizes which were captured by the Alliance

frigate, carried into Bergen, and delivered by the orders

of that Court to the British, that it would be well for

him to obtain the patronage of the Court of Versailles

in this application, if practicable ;
and that he be in-

formed he may expect to receive any assistance which

the Plenipotentiaries may be able to afford, in case he

should have occasion for it.

Passy, August 31, 1784.

It was agreed by the American Plenipotentiaries to

announce officially to the Court of Versailles the object

of their mission, as early as possible ; they also gave

information to Mr. David Hartley, Minister Plenipoten-

tiary from his Britannic Majesty, that they had received

a commission for negotiating a treaty of amity and com

merce, with the Court of London, and desired that he

would announce to his Court, that they were ready to

proceed on the negotiation ; whereupon, Mr. Hartley

informed them verbally, that he did not doubt his Court

would at all times be ready to concur in forming such a

system as might fully answer every purpose of commer-
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cial, as well as political advantage to the two countries,

and fix and establish a permanent and beneficial inter-

course between them.

Passy, September 1, 1784.

The Ministers Plenipotentiary having received a letter

from the Secretary of Congress on the 16th of July,

covering a resolution of the committee of the States,

bearing date July 10th, 1784, referring copies of the pa-

pers relating to the brig L'Aimable Elizabeth, a French

vessel, that was deserted by her crew at sea and taken up

by the citizens of the United States on the 5th April,

1783, to the Ministers for negotiating treaties of com-

merce with foreign powers, and instructing them that they

should require of the British Court, that the full value of

the said brig and her cargo be restored for the benefit of

Robert Sewel, by whose order she was taken up at sea,

ordered that the Secretary of Legation write a letter to

Mr. Barclay, Consul General of the United States at

L'Orient requesting that he would inform them of all the

facts respecting the said brig L'Aimable Elizabeth which

can be obtained.

It was agreed to request the Baron de Walterstorff to

meet the Plenipotentiaries at Passy, in order to confer

respecting the mode of proceeding in negotiating a treaty

of amity and commerce with the Court of Denmark.
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Passy, September 4, 1784.

The American Ministers Plenipotentiary gave infor-

mation to the Baron de Walterstorff, Minister Plenipoten-

tiary from his Majesty the King of Denmark, that they

had received a commission for negotiating a treaty of

amity and commerce with the Court of Denmark, and de-

sired that he would announce to his Court, that they were

ready to proceed on the negotiation.

The object of the commission, with respect to the

completion of a treaty of amity and commerce, between

the United States of America and his Majesty the King

of Prussia, was communicated in the subsequent letter

to the Baron De Thulemeier, Envoy Extraordinary from

his Prussian Majesty, at the Hague, viz :

Passy, near Paris, September 9, 1784.

Sir,

The United States of America in Congress assem-

bled, judging that an intercourse between the subjects of

his Prussian Majesty and the citizens of the said States,

founded on the principles of equality, reciprocity and

friendship, may be of mutual advantage to both nations,

on the twelfth day of May last, issued their commission

under the seal of the said States, to the subscribers, as

their Ministers Plenipotentiary, giving to them, or the

majority of them, full power and authority for them, the

said States, and in their name to confer, treat and nego-

tiate with the Ambassador, Minister or Commissioner of
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his said Prussian Majesty, vested with full and sufficient

powers of and concerning a treaty of amity and com-

merce, to make and receive propositions for such treaty,

and to conclude and sign the same, transmitting it to the

said United States in Congress assembled, for their final

ratification.

We have now the honor to inform your Excellency,

that we have received this commission in due form, and

that we are here ready to enter on the negotiation, and

to reconsider and complete the plan of a treaty which

has already been transmitted by your Excellency to

your Court, whenever a full power from his Prussian

Majesty shall appear for that purpose.

We have farther the honor to request of your Excel-

lency, that you would transmit this information to your

Court, and to be with great respect,

Your Excellency's, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
THOMAS JEFFERSON.

P. S. A similar letter was addressed at the same

time to his Excellency the Count De Souza de Coutin-

ho, Ambassador from their most faithful Majesties at

the Court of Versailles.

FROM M. SPINOLA TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Translation.

Paris, September 9, 1784.

Sir,

The most Serene Government of Genoa, being desi-

rous to favor, as much as possible, the commerce of his
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subjects with the provinces and ports of the United

States of North America, which you have the honor to

represent, has taken the determination to send, to Bos-

ton, a consul or agent, for the purpose of protecting and

forwarding the interest of the Genoese in the United

States
;
but this Government, being anxious to observe

the regard which princes owe to each other, has ordered

me to inquire of you, in the first place, if this determi-

nation will be agreeable to the United States.

I am much flattered, Sir, that this commission will

furnish me with the opportunity of corresponding with

you on a subject, which must be very advantageous to

the two nations we have the honor of serving.

I am, with great respect, &c.

SPINOLA.

FROM B. FRANKLIN TO M. SPINOLA.

Passy, September 13, 1784.

Sir,

I received the letter you did me the honor of writing

to me the 9th inst. respecting the appointment of a Con-

sul to reside at Boston, on the part of your State,

to protect the interests of your commerce and people in

America. On consideration I thought it right to com-

municate the same to my colleagues now here, Mr.

Adams, and Mr. Jefferson, they being with me commis-

sioned to make treaties of commerce with such maritime

nations, as may be desirous of trading with our States.

We are sensible of the delicacy with which your most se-

rene government has proceeded in the proposition, and we

are persuaded that on all occasions, equal respect will be
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shewn by the Congress. But being of opinion that pre-

vious to the appointment of a Consul, some Convention

will be necessary, that may ascertain his powers, privi-

leges, &c. and that such a Convention will most natural-

ly follow a treaty of amity and commerce. We take this

occasion to inform you of our having full powers for mak-

ing such treaties, and that we are willing and ready to

enter into a negotiation for that purpose with the most

serene government of Genoa, whenever it shall be to them

agreeable.

The copy I have the honor of enclosing to you, of

some late resolutions of Congress, will show the utility

and necessity of such a treaty, to the freedom of trade

between our countries.

I am, with great respect, &c.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

-

:&iv .-jiiUvvv/ j.j h ;-'

Versailles, September 15, 1784.

The American Ministers Plenipotentiary exhibited of-

ficially to the Count de Vergennes, Minister and Secre-

tary of State, having the department of foreign affairs,

the commission of the United States in Congress assem-

bled, authorizing them to negotiate and conclude a sup-

plementary treaty between the United States and his

most Christian Majesty, a copy whereof was left with the

Count : who informed them in substance as follows, "that

he should always be ready to enter on negotiations, and

receive propositions, which might be of mutual advan-

tage, and tend to cement the union, and increase the har-

mony, which prevailed between the two nations.
"

VOL. ii. 26
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Passy, September 16, 1784.

Mr. Hartley, Minister Plenipotentiary from his Bri-

tannic Majesty, having previously requested a meeting

with the American Ministers, now gave them information

that he had received orders from his Court to return to

London, and that he was authorized to assure them of

" the ready and friendly disposition of the Court of

London to receive any proposals from the United

States, for forming such regulations as might tend to

the mutual reciprocal advantage of both countries.
"

On the 22d day of September the following commu-

nication was made to his Excellency the Count de

Aranda, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

from his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain, at the

Court of Versailles, viz :

Passy, near Paris, September 22, 1784.

Sir,

The United States of America in Congress assembled,

judging that an intercourse between the subjects of his

Catholic Majesty and the citizens of the said States,

founded on the principles of equality, reciprocity, and

friendship, may be of mutual advantage to both nations,

on the 12th day of May last, issued their commission un-

der the seal of the said States, to the subscribers as their

Ministers Plenipotentary, giving to them, or a majority

of them, full power and authority for them, the said

States and in their name, to confer, treat and negotiate,
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with the Ambassador, Minister or Commissioner, of his

said Catholic Majesty, vested with full, and of sufficient

powers, of and concerning a treaty of amity and com-

merce, to make and receive propositions for such treaty,

and to conclude and sign the same, transmitting it to the

said United States in Congress assembled, for their final

ratification.

We have now the honor to inform your Excellency,

that we have received this commission in due form, and

that we are here ready to enter on the negotiation, when-

ever a full power from his said Catholic Majesty shall

appear for that purpose.

We have further the honor to request of your Excel-

lency, that you would transmit this information to your

Court, and to be. with great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

At the same time letters of the same tenor, changing

only the style of the several Courts, exactly in conformity

to the expressions made use of in the original commis-

sions, were written to his Excellency Prince Bariatinski,

Minister Plenipotentiary from her Imperial Majesty of

all the Russias, at the Court of Versailles
;

Mr. Riviere, Charge d'Affaires from the Elector of

Saxony, at the Court of Versailles
;

Mr. De Pio, Charge d'Affaires from his Sicilian Ma-

jesty, at the Court of Versailles
;

His Excellency the Count de Scarnafis, Ambassador

of the King of Sardinia, at the Court of Versailles ;

His Excellency Monseigneur Prince Doria Phamphili,

.you..: . >1;
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Nuncio Ordinary of the Pope, at the Court of Ver-

sailles
;

His Excellency the Chevalier Delfino, Ambassador

from the Republic of Venice, at the Court of Versailles
;

And to Mr. Favi, Charge d'AfFaires from the Grand

Duke of Tuscany, which letter, from a mistake in trans-

cribing, was not dated or sent until the 30th of Septem-

ber.

FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF PORTUGAL TO THE COM-

MISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, September 27, 1784.

The Ambassador of Portugal has the honor to inform

Messrs. Adams, Franklin and Jefferson, that he has re-

ceived their letter, and that he immediately transmitted

it to his Court, from whence he awaits an answer, in or-

der to communicate with them, upon the articles relative

to the treaty of commerce.

FROM M. RIVIERE TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, September 27, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have received the letter with which you honored me

the 22d instant, and I did not fail to transmit it to my
Court, according to your desire. As soon as I receive

an answer, I will make it a duty to submit it to you.

I have the honor to be, Sic.

RIVIERE.

Charge d'AfFaires of the Court of Saxony.
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FROM M. DE PIO TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, September 26, 1784.

Gentlemen,

1 have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write to me the 22nd inst. upon the subject of a trea-

ty of amity and commerce, which the United States of

America would wish to form with the King my master,

for the welfare respectively of his subjects and their citi-

zens. I hastened, gentlemen, to place before his Sicilian

Majesty your proposition, and will communicate to you
the answer as soon as it is received from my Court.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE PIO.

Charged'Affaires of the Court of Naples.

FROM M. DE SCARNAFIS TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, October 26, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write the 22nd of September, wherein you inform me,

that the United States of America in Congress assembled

have granted you power, to form a treaty of amity and

commerce with his Majesty the King of Sardinia, I have

just communicated it to my Court, and if any particular

order should be taken on the subject, I wilt not fail to

inform you.
-
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I seize this occasion, gentlemen, with true eagerness to

assure you of my perfect respect, and have the honor

to be, &c.

DE SCARNAFIS.
Ambassador of Sardinia.

FROM THE CHEVALIER DELFINO TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Gentlemen,

It is with the greatest satisfaction, that I have just re-

ceived the letter, which you have done me the honor to

write. I will not fail, gentlemen, to transmit your infor-

mation to the Senate, and as soon as I receive an answer

I will consider it a duty to communicate it to you.

In the interim, I have the honor to be, &c.

LE CHEV. DELFINO.
Ambassador of Venice.

FROM M. FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, October 10, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write the 30th ultimo, wherein you have done me the

favor to announce the commission and full power, with

which you have been clothed by the United States of

America in Congress assembled, in order to propose and

to form bonds of amity and commerce with the States of

Tuscany.
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I shall esteem it a duty to communicate this informa-

tion to my Court, conformably to your desire, not doubt-

ing that it will be equally agreeable with the proposition

enclosed.

I have the honor to be, fcc.

FAVI.

Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE BARON STAEL DE

HOLSTEIN.

Passy, near Paris, October 2, 1784.

Sir,

The United States of America in Congress assembled,

judging that it might be necessary, for the purpose of

promoting and perfecting the commercial intercourse so

happily begun between his Swedish Majesty and them,

that supplementary treaties be formed, in addition to the

treaty of amity and commerce already entered into be-

tween the two nations, on the third day of June last,

constituted the subscribers their Ministers Plenipoten-

tiary, giving them, or a majority of them, full power for

the said States, and in their name to confer, treat and

negotiate with the Ambassadors, Minister or Commis-

sioner of his said Swedish Majesty, with full and suffi-

cient powers of and concerning such supplementary,

treaty or treaties, to make and receive propositions for

such treaty or treaties, and to conclude and sign the

same, transmitting it or them to the said United States

in Congress assembled, for their final ratification.

We have now the honor to inform your Excellency,
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that we have received the full power for the purposes

above mentioned, and are here ready to enter on the

negotiation whenever a full and sufficient power from

his Swedish Majesty shall appear, and to request your

Excellency to lay this information before his Majesty,

that such order may be taken, as to his wisdom shall

seem convenient.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM BARON STAEL DE HOLSTEIN TO THE COMMIS-

SIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, October 5, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I had the honor to reply in the first instance to the

Secretary of the commission, Mr. Humphreys, for the

formation of treaties by the United States of America,

on receiving the letter which the Ministers plenipoten-

tiary have done me the honor to write, that I would not

fail to place it before his Majesty ;
but I was desirous of

gaining time in order to be enabled to communicate to

his Majesty some ideas upon the amendments, which are

to be proposed on the part to the United States. Sup-

posing, gentlemen, that you entertain this opinion, I will

not delay to inform you that a Swedish courier departs

hence, in a couple of days, by whom a sure opportunity

is offered of transmitting papers relative to this affair.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

E. M. STAEL DE HOLSTEIN.
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October 8, 1784.

In consequence of the preceding letter, the subsequent

verbal information was remitted to his Excellency the

Ambassador, by Mr. d'Asp, secretary to the Swedish

embassy, viz :

" The objects of the supplementary treaty proposed

on the part of the United States, with his Swedish

Majesty, are in substance these :

1st. To bring the condition of the subjects and citi-

zens of each party trading in the dominions of the

other, more nearly to that of the natives, than it is at

present. The Island of St. Bartholomew presents

itself as a part of this object, which the United States

would wish to have laid as open to them, as they will

lay their countries to the subjects of his Swedish Ma-

jesty.

2d. To provide by stipulations, while the two na-

tions are in terms of friendship with each other, that if

ever a war should unhappily fall out between them, it

shall not interrupt commerce or agriculture, and that

prisoners of war shall be favorably treated."

FROM THE COUNT DE ARANDA TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, September 27, 1784-

Gentlemen,

I received yours of the 22d, the day before yesterday,

by the hand of Mr. Humphreys, Secretary of Legation.

I am there infonned of the wish of the United States of

VOL. 1127
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America to establish, with the Catholic King, a corres-

pondence which may prove convenient to both powers,

founded upon the principles of equality, reciprocity and

friendship, and which will be mutually advantageous to

the two nations. That for this purpose the United

States have, by their act of the 12th May, authorized

your Excellencies, in due form, as their Ministers Pleni-

potentiary, to confer, to treat, and to conclude, with the

King my master, a treaty of amity and commerce, to be

sent for ratification to the said States.

Certainly such dispositions in the United States, and

such principles of equality, reciprocity and friendship,

will be very pleasing to the purity of his Catholic Majes-

ty's heart, to whom I will transmit your communication

as I received it.

With the same end in view, and to enable his Majesty

to take this step, allow me, gentlemen, to inquire if either

or any of you will repair to Madrid, for the purpose of

negotiating and concluding this treaty. This request your

Excellencies will not consider improper, when it is under-

stood that the customs of my Court, (the most regular

and systematic of all others,) in matters between its

Crown and any other power, is to negotiate between

themselves, without availing themselves of a third place.

It is difficult, in adjusting a peace between more than

two powers, or between many parties, whose interests are

to be conciliated. A point of re-union is then indispen-

sable, as happened at the last peace ;
on which subject

I may mention to your Excellencies, that the principal

points being agreed to, the incidental ones of commerce,

limits, and other affairs between Spain and England, were

not embraced in my power of treating at Paris
;
but were
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to be discussed at one of the two Courts, or at both, in

conformity with the general rule, which has ordinarily no

exception, save in cases where a continuance is required

in a third place it being the place of beginning.

This being the first treaty between us, and there being

but two parties, I have deemed it proper at the time to

make these observations to your Excellencies, with a view

at once to inform the King my master, to prevent delay,

by giving him timely information in the beginning.

As soon as your Excellencies shall have acquainted

me with your intentions upon this point, I will expedite

the matter; being always desirous that friendship and a

good understanding may be the satisfactory result to the

two States.

On this occasion I offer to your Excellencies, my per-

sonal desires to serve you. May God preserve you many

years. I am, &tc.

EL CONDE DE ARANDA.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE COUNT DE ARANDA.

Passy, October 28, 1784.

Sir,

We have received the letter you did us the honor to

write us on the 27th day of September last, and we thank

you for your care in transmitting to your Court, the in-

formation of our appointment to treat with it.

You desired to be informed, if one or more of us can

repair to Madrid for the purpose of conducting and con-

cluding the negotiation, because that is the system of

your Court, in matters between its crown and another

power, to treat in one of the two governments.
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In answer to this inquiry, we have the honor to inform

you, that the United States in Congress assembled have

thought fit to propose treaties with most of the maritime

powers of Europe, and for the accommodation of those

powers, have been willing that their Ministers should at-

tend on this side the Atlantic. We have already com-

municated to many Courts, through their Ministers at

this, our residence here, in order to enter into negotiations

with such, as shall judge convenient to transmit full pow-

ers to treat with us. .So that, however desirous we might

be, of showing our respect to the Court of Madrid by

repairing thither, it will be difficult for us to leave this

place, until we shall have finished the business already

begun which may take up much time. We therefore

hope, that considering the peculiarity of the circumstan-

ces, the Court of Madrid may find it convenient to make

this case an exception to their general rule.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE DUKE OF DORSET.

Passy, near Paris, October 28, 1784.

My Lord Duke,

The United States of America, in Congress assem-

bled, judging that an intercourse between the subjects of

his Britannic Majesty and the citizens of the said States,

founded on the principles of equality, reciprocity and

friendship, may be of mutual advantage to both nations,
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on the twelfth day of May last, issued their commission,

under the seal of the said States, to the subscribers, as

their Ministers Plenipotentiaries, giving them, or the

majority of them, full power and authority for them, the

said States, and in their name to confer, treat and nego-

tiate with the Ambassador, Minister or Commissioner of

his said Britannic Majesty, vested with full powers, of

and concerning a treaty of amity and commerce, to make

and receive propositions for such treaty, and- to conclude

and sign the same, transmitting it to the said United

States, in Congress assembled, for their final ratification.

Of the receipt of these powers, and of our being

ready to enter on the execution of them, we gave infor-

mation to Mr. Hartley, who had been appointed on the

part of his Britannic Majesty, to treat on the same sub-

jects, with the Ministers of the United States, and we

received through him assurances from his Court " of

"
their ready and friendly disposition to receive proposi-

"
tions from the United States, for the forming such re-

"
gulations as might tend to the mutual and reciprocal

"
advantage of both countries," the subsequent return of

this Minister to London renders it proper for us to repeat

to your Excellency the communications, to express to

you the satisfaction with which we have received assur-

ances of the friendly disposition of the Court of London,

and to inform you that we shall be ready to make pro-

posals on our part, so soon as they shall be pleased to

advise us of the person to whom they would choose to

have diem addressed.

With great respect, &cc.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON
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FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE DUKE OF DORSET.

Passy, October 28, 1784.

My Lord Duke,

While Mr. Hartley was here as Minister from the

Court of Great Britain, we had the honor of mentioning

to him, that we were instructed by the Congress to treat

on some points distinct from any regulations of commerce.

He communicated this to his Court and the very satis-

factory answer which he received, and made to us of its

good disposition and willingness to receive and consider

any propositions, that might tend to promote and secure

a good understanding between the two countries, confirm

us in the opinion that those we have to make will be read-

ily taken into consideration
;

for that purpose we now

communicate them to your Excellency as follows :

In the preliminaries of peace between England and

France, signed on the 20th of January, 1783, and ac-

ceded to the same day by the Ministers of the United

States, the clause relative to captures is in these words,

viz : "Les vaisseaux et effets quipourroient etrepris dans

La Manche et dans les mers du Nord apres I'espace de

douze jours a compter depuis la ratification des presens

articles preliminaires, seront de part et d'autre restitues.

Le terme sera d'un mois depuis La Manche et les mers

du Nord jusqu' aux Isles Canaries inclusivement, soit

dans I' Ocean, soit dans la Mediterranee, de deux mois

depuis les dites Isles Canaries jusqu' a la ligne equi-

noctiale ou I'Equateur ;
et enfin de cinq mois dans

tons les autres endroits du monde, sans aucune exception

ni autre description plus particuliere de terns et de

lieux.
" On this article some doubts have arisen, and

\
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the final decision of sundry captures and questions of

insurance have been suspended till those doubts should

be obviated. This may be done, we think, by agreeing to

insert the words jusqu' a la latitude des Isles Canaries,

instead of jusqu' aux Isles Canaries : and also the words,

depuis la latitude des dites Isles Canaries instead of de-

puts les dites Isles Canaries, it being apparent from the

mention of the Mediterranean as in the same stage with

the Canaries, and of the Equinoctial line as the next

stage, that the line of latitude of the Canaries was in-

tended.

The fourth article of the definitive treaty declares it

to be agreed, that the creditors on either side shall meet

with no legal impediment to the recovery of the full

value in sterling money, of all bonajide debts heretofore

contracted.

It is undoubtedly just that law should rather aid than

impede the execution of bona jide contracts : but there

are some unusual circumstances attending the English

debts in America, contracted prior to the war, that seems

to merit consideration; and to shew the reasonableness

and utility of explaining and modifying that article by

some provisions which we have to propose, that may
make the collection of such debts more practicable,

and more advantageous to the creditors, as well as

debtors, than the methods that are otherwise likely to be

pursued.

We have further to propose that provision should be

speedily made for the satisfaction of the masters, whose

negroes were carried away with other property, contrary

to the express stipulations of the 7th article of the

treaty; and further, we propose that measures be taken
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for liquidating the charges of prisoners of war on both

sides, in order to the payment of the balances.

We apprehend that a fair, equitable and friendly dis-

cussion and adjustment of these matters may contribute

much, to a future good understanding and amity between

the two countries. With that view we have stated them,

and shall hold ourselves ready to meet and confer there-

on, with any Minister authorized by your Court for the

purpose.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM D. HUMPHREYS TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Paris, October 30, 1784.

The Secretary of the Commission, by appointment,

waited on the Duke of Dorset and delivered to him two

letters from the American Ministers, dated the 28th inst.;

whereupon, the British Ambassador desired Mr. Hum-

phreys to inform the Ministers of the United States,

" That being entirely unacquainted with the negotiations

proposed through Mr. Hartley to the Court of London,

he could say nothing on that subject, except that he

would write concerning it to his Court. With respect to

the explanations and arrangements, suggested in the

other letter, (which he would also transmit) he did not

doubt that whatever was equitable would be done
;

in the

meantime, he wished the American Plenipotentiaries to

be informed, that he would make them acquainted with
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the result so soon as he should receive the necessary in-

structions." The foregoing is the purport of the verbal

answer of the Duke of Dorset, according to the best of

my recollection.

D. HUMPHREYS.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, October 8, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have lost no time in communicating to the King, my
Master, the wishes of the United States of America, for

the conslusion of the treaty of commerce and friendship,

which you have made known to me in the letter you

have honored me with, bearing date September 9. His

Majesty having thought proper to furnish me with the

full power requisite, to give the desired stability to the

said treaty, I hasten to transmit to you a copy of this in-

strument.

I shall ever remember, with the greatest satisfaction,

the part I have had the good fortune to bear in the forma-

tion of those bonds, which are to connect the Prussian

nation with the United States of America.

It appears to be needless to send you a copy of the

treaty of commerce in question, which has been the ob-

ject of the united labors of Mr. Adams and myself, as I

have no doubt that Mr. Adams has kept the draft which

I have seen in his hands. I shall make it my duty to

hasten the conclusion of this negotiation, and I flatter

myself, gentlemen, that you will have the goodness to

VOL. ii. 28
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communicate your ideas to me, on the manner in which

you desire to proceed.

The King will be pleased to know what city has been

selected by the United States, for the exchange of com-

merce between the merchants of the two nations. Stet-

tin and Embden, both Prussian sea ports, or some port

of France or Holland, would answer the object.

I have the honor to be, with the most distinguished

consideration, &c.

DE THULEMEtER.

Full power to conclude a treaty of commerce

and friendship between Prussia and the United States,

conferred by the King of Prussia upon M. de Thule-

meier.

WE, Frederick, by the Grace of God, King of Prus-

sia, Margrave of Brandenburg, Arch Chancellor and

Electoral Prince of the Holy Roman Empire, Sove-

reign Duke of Silesia, Sovereign Prince of Orange,

Neuf-Chatel, Vallengin and Glatz, Duke of Guelders,

Magdeburg, Cleves, Juliers, Berg-Stettin, Pomerania,

and of the Cassubians and Vandals, Duke of Mecklen-

burg and Crosne, Burgrave of Nuremburg, Prince of

Halberstadt, Minden, Camin, Vandalia, Schwerin, Ral-

zeburg, East Friesland and Meurs, Count of Hohenzol-

lern, Ruppin, the Mark of Ravensperg, Hohenstein,

Tecklenburg, Schwerin, Lingen, Buren and Lierdam,

Lord of Ravenstein, Rostock, Stargard, Lauenburg,

Butau, Artag and Breda, &c. &c. make known to all

whom it may concern :
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That it being our intention to enter into a treaty of

friendship and commerce with the United States of North

America, for the benefit of the inhabitants of the respec-

tive countries, We have charged and authorized M. de

Thulemeier,our Privy Counsellor and EnvoyExtraordinary
near the Republic ofthe United Provinces of the Nether-

lands, and do by these presents, confer on him full

power, to negotiate and treat for that purpose, with

such person or persons as may be furnished with a like

full power on the part of the United States of North

America; and to conclude and sign in our name, the

treaty of friendship and commerce on which they may

agree, and which we shall not fail to ratify and to fulfil

religiously in all points.

In virtue whereof, we have signed this full power with

our hand, and affixed thereto our royal seal.

Given at Berlin, this thirtieth day of September, one

thousand seven hundred and eighty-four.

FREDERICK.

Finckenstein, Hertsberg.

In consequence of these communications, the follow-

ing draft of a treaty was enclosed to the Baron de Thu-

lemeier, in a letter which succeeds the said project.

COUNTER PROJECT of a treaty of amity and commerce

between his Majesty the King of Prussia and the

United States of America.

The parties being willing to fix in a permanent and

equitable manner, the rules to be observed in the com-

merce they desire to establish between their respective
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countries, have judged that the said end cannot be bet-

ter obtained, than by taking the most perfect equality and

reciprocity, for the basis of their agreement. On these

principles, after mature deliberation, they have agreed to

the following articles :

ARTICLE i. There shall be a firm, inviolable and

universal peace, and sincere friendship between his Ma-

jesty the King of Prussia, his heirs, successors and sub-

jects, on the one part, and the United States of America

and their citizens on the other, without exception of per-

sons or places.

ARTICLE n. The subjects of his Majesty the King

of Prussia, may frequent all the coasts and countries of

the United States of America, and reside and trade there

in all sorts of produce, manufactures and merchandize,

and shall pay within the said United States no other or

greater duties, charges or fees whatsoever, than the most

favored nations are, or shall be obliged to pay; and they

shall enjoy all the rights, privileges and exemptions in

navigation and commerce, which the most favored na-

tion does or shall enjoy.

ARTICLE in. In like manner the citizens of the

United States of America may frequent all the coasts

and countries of his Majesty the King of Prussia, and

reside and trade there, in all sorts of produce, manufac-

tures and merchandize, and shall pay in the dominions

of his said Majesty, no other or greater duties, charges

or fees, whatsoever, than the most favored nation is, or

shall be obliged to pay, and they shall enjoy all the

rights, privileges and exemptions, in navigation and com-

merce, which the most favored nation does, or shall

enjoy.
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ARTICLE iv. More especially each party shall have a

right to carry their own produce, manufactures and mer-

chandize, in their own vessels, to any parts of the domin-

ions of the other, where it shall be lawful for all the sub-

jects or citizens of that other freely to purchase them,

and thence to take the produce, manufactures and mer-

chandize of the other, which all the said citizens or sub-

jects shall in like manner be free to sell to them, paying

in both cases, such duties, charges and fees only, as are

or shall be paid by the most favored nation.

ARTICLE v. All merchants, commanders of vessels

and other subjects and citizens of each party, shall have

free liberty in all places within the dominion or jurisdic-

tion of the other, to manage their own business them-

selves, or to employ whomsoever they please to manage
the whole or any part thereof for them; and shall not be

obliged to make use of any interpreter, broker or other

person whatsoever, nor to pay them any salary or fees,

unless they choose to make use of them. Moreover,

they shall not be obliged in loading or unloading their

vessels, to make use of those workmen who may be ap-

pointed by public authority for that purpose, but it shall

be entirely free for them to load or unload them by them-

'

selves, or to make use of such persons in loading or un-

loading them as they shall think fit, without paying any
fees or salary to any other whomsoever : neither shall

they be forced to unload any sort of merchandize into any

vessels, or to receive them into their own, or to wait for

their being loaded longer than they please.

ARTICLE vi. That the vessels of either party loading

within the ports and jurisdiction of the other, may not be

uselessly harrassed or detained, it is agreed that all ex-
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aminations of goods required by the laws shall be made,

before they are laden on board the vessels, and that there

shall be no examination after, nor shall the vessel be

searched at any time, unless articles shall have been laden

therein clandestinely, and illegally, in which case the per-

son by whose order they were carried on board, or who

carried them without order, shall be liable to the laws of

the land, in which he is; but no other person shall be mo-

lested, nor shall any other goods, nor the vessel be seized

or detained for that cause.

ARTICLE vu. Each party shall endeavor by all the

means in their power, to protect and defend all vessels

and other effects belonging to the citizens or subjects of

the other, which shall be within the extent of their juris-

diction by sea or by land, and shall use all their efforts to

recover and cause to be restored to the right owners their

vessels and effects, which shall be taken from them with-

in the extent of their said jurisdiction.

ARTICLE vui. The vessels of the subjects or citizens

of either party coming on any coast belonging to the

other, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered

into port and not willing to unload their cargoes or break

bulk, shall have liberty to depart and pursue their voyage

without molestation, and without being obliged to pay any

duties, charges or fees whatsoever, or to render any ac-

count of their cargo.

ARTICLE ix. When any vessel of either party shall

be wrecked, foundered or otherwise damaged on the

coast or within the dominion of the other, their respec-

tive subjects or citizens shall receive, as well for them-

selves as for their vessels and effects, the same assistance

which would be due to the inhabitants of the country
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where the damage happens, and shall pay the same

charges and dues only,as the said inhabitants would be sub-

ject to pay in a like case, and if the operations of re-

pair shall require that the whole, or any part of the car-

go shall be unloaded, they shall pay no duties, charges

or fees, on the part which they shall relade and carry

away.

ARTICLE x. The citizens or subjects of each party

shall have power to dispose of their personal goods with-

in the jurisdiction of the other, by testament, donation, or

otherwise; and their representatives, being subjects or

citizens of the other party, shall succeed to their said

personal goods, whether by testament or ab intestate, and

may take possession thereof, either by themselves or

by others acting for them, and dispose of the same at

their will, paying such dues only as the inhabitants of the

country wherein the said goods are, shall be subject to

pay in like cases
;
and in case of the absence of the repre-

sentative, such care shall be taken of the said goods, and

for so long a time, as would be taken of the goods of a

native in like case, until the lawful owner may take mea-

sures for receiving them. And if a question shall arise

among several claimants, to which of them the said goods

belong, the same shall be decided finally by the laws and

Judges of the land wherein the said goods are, and where,

on the death of any person holding real estate within the

territories of the one party, such real estate would, by

the laws of the said land, descend on a citizen or subject

of the other, were he not disqualified by alienage, such

subject shall be allowed a reasonable time to sell the same

and to withdraw the proceeds, without molestation.

ARTICLE xi. The most perfect freedom of conscience
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and of worship, is granted to the citizens or subjects of

either party, within the jurisdiction of the other, without

being liable to molestation in that respect, for any cause

other than an insult on the religion of others. Moreover,

when the subjects or citizens of the one party shall die,

within the jurisdiction of the other, their bodies shall be

buried in the usual burying grounds, or other decent and

suitable places, and shall be protected from violence or

disturbance.

AKTICLE xn. If one of the contracting parties should

be engaged in a war with any other power, the free in-

tercourse and commerce of the subjects or citizens of the

part remaining neutral, with the belligerent powers, shall

not be interrupted. On the contrary, in that case as in

full peace, the vessels of the neutral party may navigate

freely to and from the ports, and on the coast of the bel-

ligerent parties, free vessels, making free goods, insomuch

that all things shall be adjudged free, which shall be on

board any vessel belonging to the neutral party, although

such things belong to an enemy of the other. And the

same freedom shall be extended to persons who shall be

on board a free vessel, although they should be enemies

to the other party, unless they be soldiers in actual ser-

vice of such enemy. On the other hand, enemy vessels

shall make enemy goods, insomuch that whatever shall

be found in the vessels of an enemy, shall be confiscated

without distinction, except such goods and merchandize,

as were put on board such vessel before the declaration of

war, or within six months after it, which shall be free.

ARTICLE xm. And in the same case of one of the

contracting parties being engaged in war with any other

power, to prevent all the difficulties and misunderstand-
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ings that shall arise respecting the merchandize hereto-

fore called contraband, such as arms, amunition and mili-

tary stores of every kind
;
no such articles, carried in the

vessels, or by the subjects or citizens of one of the par-

ties, to the enemies of the other, shall be deemed contra-

band, so as to induce confiscation or condemnation and a

loss of property to individuals. Nevertheless, it shall be

lawful to stop such vessels and articles, and to detain

them for such length of time as the captors may think

necessary, to prevent the inconvenience or damage that

might ensue from their proceeding; paying, however, a

reasonable compensation for the loss such arrest shall oc-

casion to the proprietors. And it shall further be allow-

ed to use, in the service of the captors, the whole or any

part of the military stores so detained, paying the owners

the full value of the same, to be ascertained by the cur-

rent price at the place of its destination.

ARTICLE xiv. And in the same case, where one of

the parties is engaged in war with another power, that the

vessels of the neutral powers may be readily and cer-

tainly known, it is agreed that they shall be provided

with sea letters or passports, which shall express the

name, the property, and burthen of the vessel, as also

the name and dwelling of the master
; which passports

shall be made out in good and due forms, (to be settled

by conventions between the parties) whenever occasion

shall require, shall be renewed as often as the vessel shall

return into port, and shall be exhibited whenever re-

quired, as well in the open sea as in port; but if the said

vessel be under convoy of one or more vessels of war

belonging to the neutral party, the simple declaration of

the officer commanding the convoy, that the said vessel
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belongs to the party of which he is, shall be considered

as establishing the fact, and shall relieve both parties

from the trouble of further examination.

ARTICLK xv. And to prevent all disorder and vio-

lence in such cases, it is stipulated, that when the vessels

of the neutral party, sailing without convoy, shall be

met by any vessel of war, public or private, of the other

party, such vessel of war shall not approach within

cannon shot of the said neutral vessel, nor send more

than two or three men in their boat on board the same,

to examine her sea letters or passports; and all persons

belonging to any vessel of war, public or private, who

shall molest or injure in any manner whatever, the peo-

ple, vessel, or effects of the other party, shall be respon-

sible in their persons and property for damages and in-

terest; sufficient security for which shall be given by all

commanders of private armed vessels, before they are

commissioned.

ARTICLE xvi. It is agreed, that the subjects or citi-

zens of each of the contracting parties, their vessels and

effects, shall be liable to any embargo or detention on the

part of the other, for any military expedition or other

public or private purpose whatsoever, and in all cases

of seizure, detention or arrest, for debts contracted, or

offences committed by any citizen or subject of the one

party within the jurisdiction of the other, the same shall

be made and prosecuted by order and authority of the

law only, and according to the regular course of pro-

ceedings usual in such cases.

ARTICLE xvn. If any vessel or effects of the neu-

tral power be taken by an enemy of the other, or by a

pirate, and retaken by the other, they shall be brought
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into some port of one of the parties, and delivered into

the custody of the officers of that port, in order to be

restored entire to the true proprietor, as soon as due

proof shall be made concerning the property thereof.

ARTICLE xvm. If the citizens or subjects of either

party, in danger from tempests, pirates or other acci-

dents, shall take refuge with their vessels or effects with-

in the harbors or jurisdiction of the other, they shall be

received, protected and treated with humanity and kind-

ness, and shall be permitted to furnish themselves at rea-

sonable prices, with all refreshments, provisions and

other things necessary for their subsistence, health and

accomodation, and for the repair of their vessels.

ARTICLE xix. The vessels of war, public and private

of both parties, shall carry freely wheresover they please

the vessels and effects taken from their enemies, without

being obliged to pay any duties, charges or fees to offi-

cers of admiralty, of the customs, or any others, nor

shall such prizes be arrested, searched or put under legal

process, when they come to and enter the ports of the

other party, but may be freely carried out again at any

time by their captors to the places expressed in their

commissions, which the commanding officer of such ves-

sels shall be obliged to show; but no vessel which shall

have made prizes on the subjects of his most Christian

Majesty, the King of France, shall have a right of asy-

lum in the ports or havens of the said United States :

and if any such be forced therein by tempest or dangers

of the sea, they shall be obliged to depart as soon as pos-

sible according to the tenor of the treaties existing be-

tween his said most Christian Majesty, and the said United

States.
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ARTICLE xx. No citizen or subject of either of the

contracting parties shall take from any power, with which

the other may be at war, any commission or letter of

marque, for arming any vessel to act as a privateer against

the other, on pain of being punished as a pirate. Nor

shall either party here lend or give any part of their na-

val or military force to the enemy of the other, to aid

them offensively or defensively against that other.

ARTICLE xxi. If the two contracting parties should

be engaged in war against a common enemy, the follow-

ing points shall be observed between them : 1st. if a

vessel of one of the parties retaken by a privateer of the

other shall not have been in possession of the enemy
more than twenty four hours, she shall be restored to the

first owner, for one third of the value of the vessel and

cargo: but if she shall have been more than twenty four

hours in possession of the enemy, she shall belong whol-

ly to the recaptors. 2nd. If in the same case, the re-

capture were by a public vessel of war of the one party,

restitution shall be made to the owner for one 30th part

of the value of the vessel and cargo, if she shall not

have been in possession of the enemy more than twenty

four hours : and one tenth of the said value where she

shall have been longer, which sums shall be distributed in

gratuities to the recaptors. 3rd. The restitution in the

cases aforesaid shall be after due proof of property and

surety given for the part to which the recaptors are en-

titled. 4th. The vessels of war, public or private of the

two parties shall be reciprocally admitted with their prizes

into the respective ports of each, but the said prizes

shall not be discharged or sold there, until there legality

shall have been decided according to the laws and regu-
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lations of the State to which the captors belong. 5th.

It shall be free to each party, to make such regulations as

they judge necessary for the conduct of their respective

vessels of war, public and private, relative to the vessels

which they shall take and carry into the ports of the two

parties.

ARTICLE xxn. Where the parties shall have a com-

mon enemy, or shall both be neutral, the vessels of war

of each shall, upon all occasions, take under their pro-

tection, the vessels of the other going the same course,

and shall defend such vessels as long as they hold the

same course, against all force and violence, in the same

manner as they ought to protect and defend vessels be-

longing to the party of which they are.

ARTICLE xxm. If war should arise between the two

contracting parties, the merchants of either country

then residing in the other shall be allowed to remain nine

months to collect their debts and settle their affairs, and

may depart freely, carrying all of their effects without

molestation or hindrance, and all women and children,

scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, artizans,

manufacturers and fishermen, unarmed and inhabiting

unfortified towns, villages or places, whose occupations

are for the common subsistence and benefit of mankind,

shall be allowed to continue their respective employ-

ments, and shall not be molested in their persons, nor shall

their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise destroyed,

nor their fields wasted by the armed force of the enemy,
into whose power by the events of war they may happen

to fall
;
but if any thing is necessary to be taken from

them for the use of such armed force, the same shall be

paid for at a reasonable price ; and all merchant and trad-
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ing vessels employed in exchanging the products of dif-

ferent places, and thereby rendering the necessaries, con-

veniences and comforts of human life, more easy to be ob-

tained and more general, shall be allowed to pass free

and unmolested; and neither of the contracting powers

shall grantor issue any commission, to any private armed

vessels empowering them to take or destroy such trading

vessels, or interrupt such commerce.

ARTICLE xxiv. And to prevent the destruction of

prisoners of war, by sending them into distant and incle-

ment countries, or by crowding them into close and nox-

ious places, the contracting parties solemnly pledge them-

selves to each other, and to the world, that they will not

adopt any such practice ;
that neither will send the prison-

ers whom they may take from the other, into the East

Indies, or any other parts of Asia or Africa; but that they

shall be placed in some part of their dominions in Europe

or America, in wholesome situations, that they shall not be

confined in dungeons, prisonships, or prisons, nor be put

into irons, nor bound, nor otherwise restrained in the use

of their limbs; but the officers shall be enlarged on their

paroles, within convenient districts, and have comfortable

quarters ;
and the common men be disposed in canton-

ments, open and extensive enough for air and exercise,

and lodged in barracks as roomy, and good as are pro-

vided by the party in whose power they are, for their

own troops ;
that the officers shall also be daily furnished

by the party in whose power they are, with as many

rations, and of the same articles and quality, as are al-

lowed by them, either in kind, or by commutation, to of-

ficers of. equal rank in their own army; and all others

shall be daily furnished by them, with such ration as they
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allow to a common soldier in their own service
;
the value

whereof shall be paid by the other party on a mutual ad-

justment of accounts for the subsistence of prisoners at

the close of the war
;
and the said accounts shall not be

mingled with, or set off against, any other, nor the bal-

ance due on them be withheld as a satisfaction or reprisal

for any other article or for any other cause, real or pretend-

ed, whatever; that each party shall be allowed to keep a

commissary of prisoners of their own appointment, with

every separate cantonment of prisoners in possession of

the other, which commissary shall see the prisoners as of-

ten as he pleases, shall be allowed to receive and distribute

whatever necessaries may be sent to them by their

friends, and shall be free to make his reports in open let-

ters to those who employ him
;
but if any officer shall

break his parole, or any other prisoner shall escape from

the limits of his cantonment, after they shall have been

designated to him, such individual, officers, or other pris-

oners, shall forfeit so much of the benefit of this article

as provides for his enlargement on parole or cantonment.

And it is declared, that neither the pretence that war dis-

solves all treaties, nor any other whatever, shall be con-

sidered as annulling or suspending this and the next pre-

ceding article, but on the contrary that the state of war

is precisely that for which they are provided, and during

which they are to be as sacredly observed, as the most

acknowledged articles in the law of nature and nations.

ARTICLE xxv. The two contracting parties grant to

each other the liberty of having, each in the ports of the

other, Consuls, Vice Consuls, agents and commissaries

of their own appointment, whose functions shall be regu-

lated by particular agreement, whenever either party

shall choose to make such appointment.
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ARTICLE xxvi. If either party shall hereafter grant

to any other nation any particular favor in navigation or

commerce, it shall immediately become common to the

other party, freely where it is freely granted to such

other nation, or on yielding the compensation where

such nation does the same.

ARTICLE xxvu. His Majesty the King of Prussia,

and the United States of America, agree, that this treaty

shall be in force during the term of years from the

exchange of ratifications; and if the expiration of that

term should happen during the course of a war between

them, then the articles before provided for the regulation

of their conduct during such a war, shall continue in

force until the conclusion of the treaty, which shall re-

establish peace, and that this treaty shall be ratified on

both sides, and the ratifications exchanged within one

year from the day of its signature.

Report of John Jay, on a plan of a treaty of amity

and commerce.

''"V"" Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

May 17, 1785. J

The Secretary of the United States for the Department

of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the draft of

a treaty of amity and commerce, transmitted by the

American Ministers, report :

That, in his opinion, a system for regulating the trade

of the United States, should be formed and adopted, be-

fore they enter into further treaties of commerce. It

appearing to him more wise that such treaties should be
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accommodated to their system, than that their system

should be accommodated to such treaties.

That in forming this system many important questions

will arise, such as whether American exports shall be

wholly, orhow far confined to American bottoms, whether

any and what distinction shall be made in that respect

between the vessels of one foreign nation and another,

whether American exports, to whatever nation bound,

shall be charged with any or the same, or what different

duties
;
whether all foreign merchandizes, by whatever

nation imported, shall be charged with the same imposts;

whether any, and which species or denomination of

foreign productions or manufactures shall be prohibited.

These, and other questions of the like nature, will pro-

bably arise, and these treaties will anticipate, if not em-

barrass the discussion and decision of some of them.

As to the draft of a treaty referred to him, he thinks

the policy of some of the articles in it questionable.

I. It appears to him inexpedient to make the con-

duct of the parties towards the most favored nations, the

rule of their conduct towards each other:

(1) Because, as other nations have regulated their

trade, and we not, their systems cannot be deranged by

it, but it may much perplex the formation of ours.

(2) Because the interchange of favors between us and

a nation merely European, will probably be regulated by

principles and considerations distinct in a certain degree,

from those which should regulate such an interchange

between us, and nations partly European and partly

American.

(3) Because it may give occasion to difficulties and

disputes not easily to be settled.

VOL. ii. 30
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(4) Because the inducement to those favors may
arise from advantages not in the power of the other to

afford in kind, and the twenty-sixth article does not pro-

vide for an equivalent consideration, where it is not in

the power of the party to grant a similar one. 'Besides,

considerations may be exactly similar in kind, and yet

very different in value, and the article in question does

not seem to attend to that circumstance.

(5) Because we may have reasons for freely granting

to one nation, what we may have no reason to grant to

another.

(6) Because, as our trade is at present free to all, we

have few favors to grant to any ; whereas, their trade

being charged with various duties and restrictions, they

need only relax to have favors to grant.

He thinks it would be better, therefore, to let each

party stand alone, without reference to, or connexion

with, any other.

II. Your Secretary doubts the expediency of agree-

ing absolutely that any foreign nation shall be at liberty

to bring and vend in the United States, all or any of

their productions and manufactures without conception.

Because it may be necessary, either for the purpose of

checking the progress of luxury, or for the purpose of

promoting our own manufactures, to prohibit the impor-

tation of certain merchandizes.

He thinks it a mistake that high duties can answer the

purpose of a prohibition; because, if the obnoxious arti-

cles are permitted to be entered at all, it will be impossi-

ble always to decide whether their importation was regu-

lar or clandestine.

These objections cannot have equal force with other
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nations in their connexions with us, because we have

little or nothing to carry to them, which could either in-

jure their manufactories or increase their luxury.

III. Your Secretary has doubts respecting the six-

teenth article, which suspends laying embargoes.

To an European nation, at war with an European

nation, embargoes are of little consequence, because

surrounding nations can and will supply to each party

whatever they may want. But an European nation at

war with us, can by means of neutral vessels obtain

great supplies from us, which under certain circum-

stances, and in particular emergencies, they could not

easily acquire elsewhere.

Your Secretary is of opinion, that the duration of

these treaties should be very limited, because the in-

creasing importance, as well as the increasing experience

of the United States will almost from year to year in-

crease their capacity of making such connexions and

compacts more and more correspondent to their views

and wishes.

All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO BARON THULEMEIER.

Passy, November 10, 1784.

Sir,

We received the letter your Excellency did us the

honor of writing to us the 8th ultimo, together with the

copy of your full power to treat with us. Mr. Adams

had, as you suppose, preserved a copy of the project of
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a treaty that had been concerted between your Excellen-

cy and him, but having, by instructions from the Con-

gress, our Sovereign, certain new articles to propose in

all our treaties with European powers, which articles, if

agreed to, would render some of those heretofore in use

unnecessary, and judging also that some change in the or-

der, by bringing together what relates to the same subject,

would render the whole more clear, we have made a new

draft of the project, adding the new articles, and send it

herewith for your consideration.

Those new articles are the 13th and the 23rd. The

first contains its own reasons, to wit : the prevention of

difficulties and misunderstandings heretofore constantly

arising with regard to merchandize called contraband in

time of war. In support of the other, we offer a few

reasons contained in a separate paper, to which we shall

only add here, that the article being in favor of humani-

ty, by softening and diminishing the calamities of war,

we think it will be honorable to ' the first powers who

agree to it, and more particularly to his Majesty the King

of Prussia if he, whose subjects are known to be so

well defended by his power and abilities, as to make the

stipulation of any favor for them during the war unneces-

sary should be the foremost in setting the example of

agreeing to such an article. The part too, which engages

not to commission privateers, nor make prize of merchant

ships, will, we think, show the disinterestedness of the

United States, since their situation is suited to prey with

ease on the rich commerce of Europe with the West In-

dies, which must pass before their doors; while their

own, consisting of lumber and provisions, is of so little

value, as that the loss in that kind of war, is vastly in-
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ferior to the profit,
which was demonstrated in their late

contest with Britain, whose mighty fleets were insufficient

to protect their trade, from the depredations of a people

as able and as expert seamen as themselves.

With regard to the manner of conducting this negotia-

tion, we think it may continue to be by letters, till the

articles are agreed on
;
after which, as the many affairs we

have on hand make it inconvenient for us to leave' Paris,

we shall be glad to receive you here, or if that should not

be suitable for you, to meet you in any intermediate

place that you may nominate.

We send herewith the copy of our commission, and

we are, with respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

Reasons in support of the new proposed articles in the

treaties of commerce transmitted to the Baron de Thu-

lemeier in the letter addressed to him November 10,

1784, and enclosed with a copy of the said letter to

Congress tht next day.

By the origiral law of nations, war and extirpation

were the punishment of injury; humanizing by degrees,

it admitted slavery instead of death
;
a farther step was,

the exchange of prisoners instead of slavery; another

to respect more the property of private persons under

conquest, and be content with acquired dominion. Why
should not this law of nations go on improving? Ages
have intervened between its several steps : but as know-
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ledge of late increases rapidly, why should not those steps

be quickened, why should it not be agreed to as the fu-

ture law of nations, that in any war hereafter, the follow-

ing descriptions of men should be undisturbed, have the

protection of both sides, and be permitted to follow their

employments in surety, viz ;

1st. Cultivators of the earth, because they labor for

the subsistence of mankind.

2nd. Fishermen, for the same reason.

3rd. Merchants and traders in unarmed ships, who ac-

comodate different nations by communicating and ex-

changing the necessaries and conveniences of life.

4th. Artists and mechanics inhabiting and working in

open towns.

It is hardly necessary to add that the hospitals of

enemies should be unmolested; they ought to be assisted.

It is for the interest of humanity in general, that the

occasions of war and the inducements to it, should be di-

minished.

If rapine is abolished, one of the encouragements to

war is taken away, and peace therefore more likely to

continue and be lasting.

The practice of robbing merchants on the high seas, a

remnant of the ancient piracy, though it may be acci-

dentally beneficial to particular persons, it far from being

profitable to all engaged in it, or to the nation that

authorizes it. In the beginning of a war, some rich

ships, not upon their guard, are surprised and taken
;

this encourages the first adventurer* to fit out more

armed vessels, and many others to do the same, but

the enemy, at the same time, become more careful,

arm their merchant ships better and render them not so
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easy to be taken; they go also more under the protection

of convoys : thus while the privateers to take them are

multiplied, the vessels subject to be taken, and the

chances of profit are diminished, so that many cruises

are made, wherein the expenses overgo the gains, as it is

the case in other lotteries ; though individuals have got

prizes, the mass of adventurers are losers, the whole ex-

pense of fitting out all the privateers during a war, being

much greater than the whole amount of goods taken.

Then there is the national loss of all the labor of so many

men, during the time they have been employed in rob-

bing : who besides spend what they get in riot, drunken-

ess, debauchery, lose their habits of industry, are rarely

fit for any sober business after a peace, and serve only to

increase the number of highwaymen and house breakers.

Even the undertakers who have been fortunate, are by

sudden wealth led into expensive living, the habit of

which continues when the means of supporting it cease,

and finally ruins them. A just punishment for their

having wantonly and unfeelingly ruined many honest in-

nocent traders and their families, whose substance was

employed in serving the common interests of mankind.

riRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS.

Paris, NoTember 11, 1784.

Sir,

Having assembled together at this place about the lat-

ter end of August, we proceeded, in obedience to the

commands of Congress, to notify our appointment and its

objects to such powers as we thought it advisable at that

time to address.
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We wrote a circular letter in the form No. 1, to the

Ambassadors or other Ministers residing here from the

Courts of Saxony, the two Sicilies, Sardinia, Venice,

Tuscany, Russia, and Rome. Copies of the answers

from those of Saxony, the two Sicilies, Sardinia, Venice,

Tuscany, are contained in the enclosed papers No. 2, 3,

4, 5 and 6. The Minister of Russia answered verbally

to Colonel Humphreys, who delivered the letter,
" that

he would transmit it to his Court." From the Nuncio

of the Pope we have received no answer, either written

or verbal. Our letter to him was dated September 22d.

Our letter to the Ambassador of Spain was in the same

form; his answer, a translation of it, and our reply, is con-

tained in No. 7, 8 and 9.

A project of a treaty having been before concerted

with the Court of Lisbon, a small alteration in the form

of our general letter, as noted in No. 1, adapted it to

that circumstance. No. 10 is a copy of the answer of

their Ambassador.

A like circumstance with the Court of Berlin, rendered

a letter in the same form proper for that
;
but as that ne-

gotiation had began with the Baron de Thulemeier, their

Envoy at the Hague, we thought it proper that our letter

proposing a continuation of it, should be addressed to

him and not to the Minister here. No. 11 is a copy of

his answer, and No. 12 of our reply.

Our commission to Sweden, and instructions accom-

panying it, proposing a supplementary treaty to that

power, we addressed a letter, of which No. 13 is a copy,

to the Swedish Ambassador here. No. 14 is his answer,

and No. 15 our verbal communication in consequence

of it.
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Doctor Franklin having had occasion to write to the

Imperial Minister, after his receipt of the new instruc-

tions, but before our meeting, had taken that opportunity

of notifying to him the commission, with which we were

honored for that Court. A copy of his answer will be

found in No. 16.

A letter from the Minister of Genoa, of which No. 17

is a copy, addressed to Doctor Franklin and received

before we had sent out our general letters, furnished a like

occasion of notifying our powers to him; which Doctor

Franklin did in a letter, of which No. 18 is a copy.

To the Court of Versailles we announced our commis-

sion verbally, shewed the original, and left a copy with

the Count de Vergennes, from whom we received a ver-

bal answer,
"

that he would always be ready to enter on

negotiations and receive propositions which might be of

mutual advantage and tend to cement the union and in-

crease the harmony which prevailed between the two

nations."

A project of a treaty between the United States and

Denmark, had before been communicated to Congress.

Baron de Walterstorff, the person with whom this had

been concerted, was still here expecting that powers

would be sent from Congress to conclude it. He was

himself furnished with a letter from his Minister, author-

izing him to take the measures which had been taken,

and assuring him of regular powers as soon as those on

our part should arrive to him
; therefore, we notified ver-

bally that we were furnished with powers for concerting

and concluding a treaty, and he assured us verbally he

would immediately transmit our notification to his Court,

and that we might rely on their sending corresponding

powers.

VOL. n 31
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Mr. Hartley had been sent here from the Court of

London, with a Plenipotentiary commission for the per-

fecting and establishing peace, friendship and good un-

derstanding between the United States and the subjects

of his Britannic Majesty, and for opening, promoting and

rendering perpetual the mutual intercourse of trade and

commerce between them; this commission had been re-

gularly communicated to our Ministers, at the time of

concluding the definitive treaty of peace, and had been

in part executed by the actual signature of that treaty.

The second part, however, for opening,' promoting and

rendering perpetual a mutual intercourse of trade and

commerce, remaining unexecuted, for want of proper

powers from the United States, that Minister had con-

tinued here. On the 31st of August we notified to him

verbally, that we were furnished with powers for enter-

ing into a treaty of amity and commerce with his nation.

He answered verbally also,
" that he would immediately

communicate it to his Court, and that he did not doubt

that his Majesty's Government would at all times be

ready to concur in the forming such a system, as may

fully answer every purpose of commercial as well as

political advantage to the two countries, and fix and es-

tablish a permanent and beneficial intercourse between

them." Some time after this he asked a meeting with

us at Passy, at which he informed us, that he had com-

municated our notification to his Court, and had received

a letter in answer, in which was a clause to this effect :

you may with great truth assure the American Ministers

of our ready and friendly disposition to receive any pro-

posals, from the United States, for the forming such regu-

lations as may tend to the mutual and reciprocal advan-

tage of both countries
;
he informs us at the same time,
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however, that he was ordered to return to London,

which he accordingly did in a few days. This official

answer had been given us on the 16th September, and

having waited a sufficient time to have heard further

from him after his return, and receiving nothing further,

we wrote on the 28th of October two letters to the Duke

of Dorset, the British Ambassador at this Court, of

which No. 19 and 20 are copies. On the receipt of

which he desired Colonel Humphreys, who delivered

them, to inform us, that being entirely unacquainted with

the negotiations proposed through Mr. Hartley to the

Court of London, he could say nothing on that subject,

except that he would write concerning it to his Court
;

with respect to the explanations and arrangements sug-

gested in the other letter (which he would also transmit)

he did not doubt, but that every thing which was equita-

ble would be done, and in the meantime he wished us to

be informed that he would make us acquainted with the

result as soon as he should receive the necessary instruc-

tions."

We have not yet communicated our powers or propo-

sitions to Hamburg or the United Netherlands. From the

former there is at present no public Minister here, and

when communicated to the latter, we knew that from the

States General they would be carried to the regencies of

the several States, and from these again to their several

towns, so that their publication would be inevitable. We

thought it better that this should not take place, till they

should have been discussed and concluded, with those

nations whose system of negotiation is more private.

To the Porte, the Emperor of Morocco and the re-

gencies of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, no communica-



244 J- ADAMS, B. FRANKLIN, T. JEFFERSON.

tions have been made. Treaties with these powers are

formed under very peculiar circumstances; not only the

expenses of the negotiations on their part, are to be

borne by the other negotiating power, but great presents

and an annual tribute are requisite with some of them.

The contributions under which they thus lay the powers

of Europe, are as heavy as they' are degrading. We
feel for our country under both these points of view, and

as we cannot proceed at all till the money necessary is

actually ready at our command, we have thought it pro-

per to give this information to Congress ;
we wish it was

in our power to conjecture the sums which might be ne-

cessary, and have endeavored to learn what is given by

the European powers> as we might thence form some es-

timate what would be required from us. As yet we have

been unable to obtain this information, and we know not

what measures to suggest should Congress determine to

proceed in these treaties, other than to limit us to some

ultimate sum, to place that actually at our command, and

to rely on our assurances that we shall use our best en-

deavors to reduce the contributions as far below this as

shall be in our power. Presents or war is their usual alter-

native
;
should Congress however determine against the

first, they might perhaps think it proper that some intel-

ligent person should be sent, to make himself acquainted

with the wants of those States, and to know whether

we could not offer to them such a commercial intercourse,

as might make an equal treaty acceptable.

We have made to the Count de Vergennes the com-

munications directed by our instructions of May llth,

1784, as to the claim of the five Fosters, brothers, for the

prize of their vessel, the Three Friends, and have receiv-
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cd no answer on the subject; from which circumstance \ve

hope that the Court is satisfied as to that article.

A letter received from the Count de Vergennes, and

another from Monsieur Grand to Dr. Franklin, of which

No. 21 and 22 are copies, give us reason to apprehend

an uneasiness in this Court, lest we should fail not only

in the punctual payment of the interest, on their particu-

lar loans, but should permit the payment on the Dutch

loan, which this Court guarantied, to fall in the first in-

stance on them : this circumstance under the present pro-

bability of a war in Europe might be really inconvenient

to them, and give unfavorable ideas of the sense we en-

tertain of their past favors. Congress will know whether

measures have been taken to make timely payments here,

and they can best judge of what exertions the States are

capable, for reducing their foreign debt even faster than

their stipulations require. A hearty disposition in the

people goes far towards making them equal to whatever

it is their duty and interest to do, and we cannot help

supposing, that if our countrymen would boldly look that

part of their foreign debt in the face, which they have a

right to discharge, if they would view it and view them-

selves, they would find they could master it, perhaps with

a single effort. Of this we can assure them; that nothing

would produce such a revolution in the opinion enter-

tained in Europe of their powers, of their justice, and of

the tone of their government. If a reputation for equi-

ty and gratitude, if a demonstration of our resources and

of our resolution, if the subjection of the riches of Eu-

rope to our wishes, on any future emergency, may be

bought at half a guinea a head, cannot our countrymen

be roused to make the purchase ? Add to this, that it
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would command for us a respect, which might save us in

the end millions of money and torrents of blood. Con-

gress, we hope, will pardon us these reflections; we are

on a field, where every circumstance tends to produce

them.

Our instruction as to gratification and indemnification to

John Baptist Pequet, has not yet been complied with.

Mr. Grand's letter will assign the reason.

The honor of our country, as well as our own feelings,

will not permit us to pass unnoticed, that we are now de-

pending for daily subsistence on the bounty of a subject

of this kingdom, a bounty to which he tells us in his let-

ter,
"

qu'il sera force mettre des bornes." We trust

that Congress will be so good as to order us effectual and

instantaneous relief from this situation.

We are to acknowledge the receipt of two letters from

the committee of the States, the one dated July 16, the

other August 13. This covered the British roll of one hun-

dred forty-two men, ninety women, and fifty-four chil-

dren, negroes, part admitted to be slaves, and a part said

to be free, which were carried from New York at the

time of the evacuation; the only voucher we have yet

received in support of that article in our instructions,

which respects this subject. The former contained pa-

pers on the subject of the brig 1'Aimable Elizabeth, scut-

tled and abandoned by her master and crew, while in

company with captain Shewel from Philadelphia, taken

possession of by him, sent into Newfoundland under the

care of his second lieutenant, John Justice, where she is

said to have been seized and disposed of without trial or

condemnation, by a Nicholas Gill, Commissary and Judge

of the Vice Admiralty there. The circumstance of scut-
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tling the, vessel awakening suspicion, (as it is difficult to

assign an honest reason for
it)

and the brig having gone

from L'Orient, and the master and crew returned thither

with captain Shewel, we desired Mr. Barclay to procure

what testimony he could on the subject and communicate

it to us. He has sent us the protests of both the French

and American masters, and it is a little remarkable that

the French captain makes no mention, of the American

one having taken possession of the vessel and put men on

board of her, and expressly supposes she sunk that night;

and that captain Shewel is equally silent as to the same

circumstance of his having manned her. Mr. Barclay is

still engaged in searching into this matter, and as the in-

vestigation will take some little time, we submit, in the

meanwhile, some other considerations to the wisdom of

Congress because it is of importance to the character of

a nation to, make no demands on another, which cannot be

substantially supported. If there was no judiciary trial

or condemnation, as the papers suppose, this seems to

have been a trespass in Nicholas Gill, committed within

the jurisdiction of the British courts, and remediable by a

common action at law, which does not seem to have been

denied to, or demanded by the sufferer. If there were a

judiciary condemnation, yet it was in an inferior court,

from which an appeal might have been demanded to a

higher court, where the presumption always is that the in-

justice would have been redressed. Persons who go into

a foreign country, submit themselves to the laws of that

country, and in every civilized nation its courts are open

to redress any injury they may receive. It is not till they

shall have tried these courts through all their possible

stages till they shall have been denied redress by them,
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and that too against palpable justice, that it is usual for

their own sovereign to take it up, and make it a cause of

national complaint. Nations would keep each other in a

constant state of irritation, and much oftener proceed fur-

ther, were every private dispute between their citizens to

be taken up by their Sovereign in the first instance.

Congress will be pleased to determine whether these con-

siderations have weight enough to induce them to suspend

our application to the British Court, in this case, till their

pleasure shall be further signified to us.

With great respect, we have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

Immediately after despatching the preceding letter to

Congress, the Plenipotentiaries received by the hand of

the Secretary to the Portuguese Embassy, the following

Copy of a letter from Monsieur de Sa, dated at Que-

luz, the 24*A October, 1784, to M. de Souza.

In consequence of what the agents of the United

States of America have written to your Excellency, you

can assure them that her most Faithful Majesty will be

much pleased to have a better correspondence with the

United States. It is her wish that their agents explain

themselves and make known the intentions of Congress,

in order that your Excellency may communicate to your

Court, which will listen to them with much attention.
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FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO COUNT DE SOUZA.

Passy, November 30, 1784.

Sir,

We have received the extract of the letter from M.

de Sa of the 24th October, 1784, which your Excellen-

cy was pleased to send us by the hand of the Secretary

of your legation.

That in consequence of our letter, your Excellency-

might assure us that her most Faithful Majesty will be

very glad to have the best correspondence with the

United States, and that we may explain to your Excel-

lency, the intentions of Congress, to boaommunicated to

your Court, who will listen to them with much attention.

Conformably to the desires of her most Faithful Ma-

jesty expressed in this extract of the letter of her Minis-

ter, we have the honor to enclose a draught* of a project

of a treaty of amity and commerce to be concluded be-

tween the two powers, if this project should be approved

by her Majesty, and a full power should be sent to your

Excellency to conclude, we are ready to sign such a

treaty on the part of the United States
;

if your Court

have any objections or alterations to propose, we shall

give them all the attention and consideration consistent

with the views of our constituents.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

The draught of the treaty was the same as that enclosed to th

Baron de Thulemeier. Vide page 219.

VOL. ii. 32



250 J- ADAMS, B. FRANKLIN, T. JEFFERSON.

FROM M. FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, November 16, 1784.

Gentlemen, .

I have not failed to transmit to my Court, the letter

with which you honored me on the 30th September last,

relative to a treaty of amity and commerce, between the

subjects of my master the Arch-duke, Grand Duke of

Tuscany, and the citizens of the United States of Ame-

rica.

I have the honor to inform you, gentlemen, that the

invitation has boen very agreeable to his Royal Highness,

and that he will receive with pleasure, the communica-

tion of propositions, and a plan upon which the agree-

ment may be negotiated, in order that he may take them

into consideration.

I have the honor to be, &c.

*p FAVI.

Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO M. FAVI.

Passy, December 9, 1784.

Sir,

We have received your letter of the 16th November,

wherein you are pleased to inform us, that you had com-

municated to his royal Highness the Grand Duke of Tus-

cany, the overtures we had the honor of making, for the

establishment of a treaty of amity and commerce, be-

tween the subjects of his royal Highness and the citizens
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of the United States of America, that these were agreea-

ble to him, and that our propositions on this subject would

be received with pleasure, and taken into consideration.

We have now the honor of enclosing to you, for the

consideration of your Court, a plan of such a treaty of

amity and commerce as we shall be ready to sign, if it

shall meet their approbation. We flatter ourselves they

will find it founded on those principles of equal right,

which are the surest guardians of every treaty, and cal-

culated to promote the interest of humanity in general.

We shall receive, with great respect and attention, any
amendments which may be proposed, and concur cheer-

fully in accommodating it more perfectly to the true in-

terests of commerce and happiness of the two nations,

well knowing that we cannot better gratify the wishes of

our constituents, and the respect which they entertain for

his royal Highness, than by opening a liberal and friendly

intercourse between his subjects and them.

With great respect, we have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,

**
THOS. JEFFERSON.

TROM THE DUKE OF DORSET TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Paris, November 24, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have transmitted, without, loss of time, to the Mar-

quis of Carmarthen, his Majesty's Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, copies of the two letters which you had

done me the honor of addressing to me, and am in con-
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sequence authorized to assure you, on the part of his Ma-

jesty's Ministers, of their readiness to take into consider-

ation any proposals coming from the United States, that

can tend to the establishing a system of mutual and per-

manent advantage to the two countries
; for the more

ready accomplishment of which, I am instructed to notify

you, gentlemen, the previous stipulation proposed by my
Court, that the United States should send a person pro-

perly authorized, and invested with the necessary powers,

to London, as more suitable to the dignity of either

power, than would be the carrying on at any third place,

negotiation of so great importance.

I have not yet received any instructions upon the sub-

ject of your letter stating certain propositions in regard to

particular articles of the preliminaries of peace, between

England and France, signed on the 20th of January,

1.783, and acceded to by the Ministers of the United

States ;
but I have every reason to believe that a full and

candid discussion of those points will be entered into by

my Court, with the sincere view, I can venture to say, of

effecting a fair and equitable adjustment of the several

matters offered for consideration,"and from an earnest de-

sire of promoting a friendly and confidential intercourse,

between Great Britain and America.

I have the honor to be, with great truth, &c.

DORSET.
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FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE DUKE OF DORSET.

Passy, December 9, 1784.

My Lord Duke,

We have received the letter which your Grace did us

the honor of writing us on the 24th day of last month,

and we receive with much satisfaction the assurances on

the part of his Britannic Majesty's Ministers, of their

readiness to take into consideration any proposals coming

from the United States of America, that can tend to the

establishing a system of mutual and permanent advan-

tage to the two countries.

As to the previous stipulation proposed by your Court
" that the United States should send a person properly

authorized and invested with the necessary powers, to

London, as more suitable to the dignity of either power,

than would be carrying on in any third place a negotia-

tion of so great importance," we can only say, that if by,

this proposition it is intended that the United States

should send a public Minister to reside constantly at the

Court of Great Britain, we are not authorized to answer

it, but we shall transmit a copy of your Grace's letter to

Congress, who will determine upon it according to their

wisdom
;
but if it is intended only that the proposed ne-

gotiation should be conducted in London, we can inform

your Grace and his Majesty's Minister's, that We have a

full power, in due form, as Ministers Plenipotentiary to

his Britannic Majesty, not only to treat, but conclude

upon all the subjects in question, and although we have

no apprehension that it is inconsistent with the dignity of

the United States to treat in any third place, and al-

though it would be inconvenient for us to leave Parisv
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where we have already commenced negotiations with

several other powers, for any long time, yet we are so

desirous of showing a respect to the sentiments of your

Court, that we would readily repair to London, as we

are not limited by our commission nor instructions to any

place.

We shall, therefore, wait for further information from

your Grace, and from his Majesty's Ministers; and if it

shall appear to be their desire to meet us in London, we

shall do ourselves the honor of paying our respects to

them in person, without loss of time.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

******

&
SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS.

Paris, December 15, 1784.

Sir,

In our letter of November 11, we had the honor of

laying before Congress a state of our proceedings till that

date. As from that it would appear that the last com-

munication had passed from us to the other parties, we

can now nly add the answers of such of them as have

yet answered, and our replies ;
these are the Courts of

Portugal, Tuscany and Great Britain. No. 1 is a copy
of the communication from the Ambassador of Portugal

to us. No. 2, a copy of our reply. No. 3, a copy

of a draught of a treaty which we enclosed to him. No.

4, is a copy of a letter from the Charge d' Affaires of
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Tuscany, and No. 5, our answer, which enclosed a co-

py of the same draught of a treaty only changing the

style of the other party. We must observe that the

draught of a treaty which has accompanied our letter to

Baron Thulemeier, the Prussian Minister at the Hague,
which letter was enclosed in our last to Congress, but

without the plan of the treaty, was verbatim the same

with those to Portugal and Tuscany, with only a like

change in the style of the other party. No. 6 is a copy
of a letter to us from the British Ambassador here, and

No. 7, of our reply.

We received information from the public papers that

an American vessel, which had just sailed from Cadiz,

was captured on the llth of- October, by a frigate of the

Emperor of Morocco, being one of the five which he had

cruising in the ocean; and that she was carried into Tan-

giers on the 16th of October. This intelligence is con-

firmed in a letter from Mr. Carmichael, who adds that

the vessel captured belonged to the State of Virginia.

We think it our duty to mention this event to your Ex-

cellency, as it will show the necessity that immediate

measures be taken, with the piratical states for the pre-

servation of our trade to the Mediterranean, to Spain,

and to Portugal, and perhaps to countries still more dis-

tant, as their vessels may extend their cruising grounds.

With the most perfect consideration and respect, we

have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
B. FRANKLIN.
THOS. JEFFERSON.
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FROM M. DE SOUZA TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, December 22, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have received the letter you did me the honor to

write, with the plan of a treaty which the United States

of North America propose to the Queen, my Sovereign,

all of which I transmitted to the Court of Lisbon.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE SOUZA,
Ambassador of Portugal.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

The Hague, December 10, 1784.

Gentlemen,

The letter you have done me the honor to write to

me, dated November 10th, reached me on the 26th of the

same month, by a Dutch courier. I have transmitted to

the King a French translation of the project of a treaty

of commerce, to be concluded for the reciprocal advan-

tages of the subjects of his Majesty, and of the citizens

of the United
i(
States of America, to which the recent

orders of Congress have compelled you to make some

alterations, in opposition to the project I had the honor

to place in the hands of Mr. Adams, on the 9th of April

of the present year.

As soon as the orders from my Court reach me, I

shall lose no time, gentlemen, in informing you of the

observations which the King will think proper to make



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 357

on this new project. The twenty-third article is dic-

tated by the purest zeal in favor of humanity. Nothing

can be more just than your reflections on the noble dis-

interestedness of the United States of America. It is

to be desired that these sublime sentiments may be adopt-

ed by all the maritime powers without any exceptions.

The calamities of war will be much softened, and hosti-

lities, often provoked by the cupidity and inordinate

love of gain, of more rare occurrence.

Allow me, gentlemen, to bring to your recollection,

the requisition which I had the honor to make to you
in the last lines of my letter of 18th of October of the

present year.

The King having expressed to me that he would learn

with pleasure the choice which the United States might

make of any city, for the exchange of commerce be-

tween the merchants of the two nations, I desired you,

accordingly, to let me know your ideas on this subject.

1 added, that Stettin and Embden, both Prussian mari-

time places, or even some French or Dutch ports, might

fulfil this object.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO BARON DE THULEMEIER.

Passy, January 21, 1785.,

Sir,

We have received the letter you did us the honor to

write us on the 10th day of December last.

We supposed that the principles contained in the pro-

ject of a treaty, which we had the honor to transmit to

you, were a virtual answer to the requisition in the last

VOL. ii 33
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lines of your letter of the 18th of October. By the

second and third articles, the citizens and subjects of each

power may frequent all coasts and countries of the other,

and reside and trade there in all sorts of produce, manu-

factures or merchandizes, paying no greater duties than

the most favored nation. By the fourth article, each par-

ty shall have a right to carry their own produce, manu-

factures and merchandizes in their own vessels, to any

ports of the dominions of the other, where it shall be

lawful for all the subjects or citizens of that other party to

purchase them
;
and thence to take the produce, manu-

factures and merchandize of that other, which all the

said citizens or subjects shall in like manner be free to

sell them, paying in both cases such duties, charges and

fees only as are, or shall be paid, by the most favored na-

tion.

But if by a city for the commerce of exchange, be-

tween the merchants of the two nations, be meant a port

more free than any intended in the said second, third or

fourth articles
;
that is to say, a port absolutely free, from

all duties and charges, or a port where merchandize may
be landed and stored and afterwards re-embarked and

exported, without paying any imposts or duties, we

submit to your consideration whether it will not be for the

interest of Prussia, that both Embden and Stettin at least,

should be made such; however, should it be thought

otherwise, and be still desired to elect one of the two

ports, we should ask for time to communicate the propo-

sition to Congress, and to receive their instructions

thereon. We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.
B. FRANKLIN.
THOS. JEFFERSON.
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The Baron de Walterstorff having personally in-

formed each of the American Ministers, that he had ob-

tained permission to return to Copenhagen, and that he

had it in charge to solicit such communications, as they

should judge it might be useful to make, on the 1st

February, 1785, announced the same officially in the fol-

lowing letter:

FROM M. WALTERSTORFF TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, February 1, 1785.

Gentlemen,

Monsieur the Count de Bernstorff in communicating to

me the permission of the King, to make a visit to Copen-

hagen, where my private affairs demand my presence at

this time, has recommended that I should request of the

American Ministers to be pleased to furnish me with such

ideas, as they may judge useful to hasten the end we

have in view. I have nothing so pressing on hand as the

conveying to you the information of the little voyage I

am about to make. I have even had the honor of seeing

Messrs. Adams and Franklin, and I have now that of in-

forming you, that I have fixed upon Friday next, as the

day of my departure, if by that time, you can prepare

the documents, with which I am to be entrusted. Permit

me, gentlemen, in the meantime to assure you, that I

shall always regard the having made your acquaintance,

as one of the greatest advantages of my residence at

Paris. I hope that events will be sufficiently favorable

to my prayers, to find other occasions of cultivating it,
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and of repeating the assurances of my perfect attach-

ment and the consideration with which, I have the honor

to be. &cc.

DE WALTERSTORFF.
Ambassador of Denmark.

-.*<-

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE BARON DE WAL-

TERSTORFF.

Paris, February 3, 1785.

Sir,

I had the honor of receiving yesterday the letter you

were pleased to address to me, wherein you mention (as

you had before done to Mr. Adams and Doctor Frank-

lin) that the Count De Bernstorff, in communicating to

you the permission of your Sovereign, to pay a visit to

Copenhagen, had desired you to ask of the American

Ministers their proposition, for forwarding the objects

respecting the two nations
;

I immediately communicated

your letter to Mr. Adams and Dr. Franklin, and in con-

sequence thereof, have now the honor of enclosing to

you the draft of a treaty of amity and commerce, in

such form as we would wish to see established between

our two Sovereigns. To emancipate commerce from the

shackles which oppress it, to increase the general happi-

ness, and lessen the miseries of mankind, are the objects

of these propositions, and we flatter ourselves that the

means proposed are founded in the most perfect equality

and reciprocity of right. We shall attend with great

respect to such improvements, as your Court may wish to

wiake, for the furtherance of the same good objects.
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I wish you a much pleasanter journey than the season

and weather seem to promise, and shall at all times be

happy to hear of your welfare, and to take every occa-

sion of assuring you of the esteem with which I have

the honor to be, &c.

THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM MONSIEUR DE PIO TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, January 22, 1785.

Gentlemen,

Having had the honor to place your letter of the 27th

September, 1784, before the King my master, and his

Majesty having caused the propositions and offers con-

tained in it in regard to the conclusion of a treaty of com-

merce and friendship with the United States, to be

seriously examined, he has ordered me to declare to you,

that nothing could be more agreeable to him, inasmuch,

as he devotes all his cares to the increase of the internal

and external commerce of his kingdom. It is with that

view that his Majesty has lately opened and established

Messina, on the Island of Sicily, as a free port, to which

all nations are invited to resort, with full assurance that

they will meet there a very favorable reception, and that

they shall certainly enjoy there all kinds of privileges

and immunities, as you will see by the annexed ordi-

nance. I wish you, gentlemen, to consider vvell the ad-

vantages which your countrymen can derive by resorting

to that port.

I am besides ordered, gentlemen, to make, in the name



262 J- ADAMS, B. FRANKLIN, T. JEFFERSON.

of his Majesty, a formal declaration to you, that all mer-

chant vessels under the flag of the United States, shall

be received in Messina, with marks of the most sincere

friendship, and that they will find there the greatest hos-

pitality.
That they shall also be treated with all possible

consideration, in all the ports of his dominions
;
that they

shall always find assistance, by being furnished with all

they may want; and that they shall have the liberty to

trade in the productions of their country, as well as their

manufactured articles, and those of other nations.

Tobacco being the most important item of the com-

merce of the United States, as you have done me the

honor to observe in one of our private conversations, I

must give you notice, gentlemen, that this plant is now,

in the States of the King, my Master, free from all the du-

ties to which it was subjected. As to other productions,

you shall have, not only the liberty to introduce them

in his dominions, in as great quantities as may be wanted

for the consumption of the Neopolitans; but you shall

also have the privilege to import for the rest of Italy, for

the East, and for any other countries, such quantity of

goods as you may find advantageous for your speculations.

You shall also have the same liberty and facilities to

export, from the kingdom of Sicily, oil, wine, silks, and

all other productions that Sicily can furnish you, and

which can be useful or agreeable to you.

The King, my master, would not delay any longer to

give you the most convincing proofs of the desire he has

to form ties with the United States, and to show them by

his good will, to begin as soon as possible a commerce

advantageous to both nations; his Majesty reserving to

himself the right to deliberate on the subject, and to take
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such resolutions as may be necessary to conclude a treaty

of commerce in all its forms, as you appear by your let-

ter to desire.

During the time that may elapse before my Court can

examine and consider seriously, the objects which are to

be regulated in a treaty of this nature, I think, gentle-

men, that it would be very advantageous to the Ameri-

cans to begin now to frequent the ports of Sicily, and

particularly that of Messina, for the purpose of estab-

lishing there, some relations of commerce which can be

stipulated more precisely in the proposed treaty. Allow

me, gentlemen, to observe to you, that to establish and

to carry the operation of a new treaty of any extent, and

in whatever country, it is not necessary that it be author-

ized by a previous treaty. It suffices that foreigners

should be received there with friendly feelings and pro-

tected by the Government. As a proof of this, I will

observe that all nations which trade the most with Sicily,

such as England, France, Genoa, Venice, Ragusa, Ham-

burg, have no treaty of commerce with my Court; and

although France has commenced a treaty with this nation,

the French have not waited for the conclusion of it, to

establish the most advantageous commerce.

I have the honor to be, with the most distinguished

consideration, &tc.

DE PIO.

Charge d'Affaires of Naples.
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FROM M. DE SCARNAFIS TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, February 2, 1785.

Gentlemen,

Having communicated to my Court the letter which

you did me the honor to write the 22nd October last, in-

forming me that you were authorized on the part of the

United States of America, to negotiate with his Majesty,

the King of Sardinia, relative to the establishment of

commerce between the two nations, .
I have now that

of informing you that the King will be pleased to see the

ships of the United States frequenting his free port of

Nice, where they will always be well received; and if

hereafter an opportunity should offer of forming com-

mercial ties, which may be suitable and of reciprocal

utility, he will make with the United States all the neces-

sary arrangements, which will be necessary to ensure

their stability.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE SCARNAFIS,
Ambassador of Sardinia.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS.

Paris, February, 1785-

Sir,

In our last of December 15th, we had the honor of

communicating to Congress, our letter to the Ambassa-

dor of Portugal, which accompanied the draught of a

treaty of amity and commerce proposed on our part.
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Since that date he addressed to us the letter No. 1, ac-

knowledging the receipt of ours and informing us that he

had forwarded it to his Court.

The Baron de Thulemeier also, the Prussian Minister at

the Hague, has given us similar information in his letter

No. 2, herewith enclosed. He therein also desires as he

had done in his letter of October 8th. that we would

make choice of some port within the dominions of his

sovereign, at which the commerce between the two coun-

tries might be carried on. We supposed that we had an-

swered this, by proposing in our draught of the treaty that

all places in the dominions of either party should be open

to the subjects or citizens of the other, for the purposes

of commerce. As he thought proper however to repeat

the desire of the King, that we would make choice of

some place, we wrote him an answer of which No. 3 is

a copy, and we have now to ask of Congress their in-

structions, as to the choice of a place, for the purposes

proposed.

The Baron de Walterstorff who had been formerly ap-

pointed by the Court of Denmark to negotiate a treaty

with the United States of America, and to whom we had

notified our full powers for that purpose, called on us se-

parately a few days ago, and informed us that he had ob-

tained permission from his Court to make a visit to Co-

penhagen, where his private affairs required his presence,

and that the Minister had at the same time instructed him

to ask from us our propositions, that they might be con-

sidered during his stay at Copenhagen, and the senti-

ments of his Court thereon be fully made known to him.

This he afterwards communicated more particularly in

the letter No. 4, to which an answer was returned of
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which No. 5 is a copy, enclosing a draught of a treaty

similar to the one we had the honor to commmunicate to

you in our letter of December 15.

We have also since our last received an answer from

the Court of Naples through their Charge d'Affaires and

from that of Turin through their Ambassador at this

Court, (the answer of Naples is accompanied by a printed

ordinance establishing the privileges of Messina as a free

port,) which we now enclose, distinguished by the Nos.

6 and 7; to these we do not propose to make any reply

unless future overtures from them, or other circumstances

should render it necessary or proper.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

Paris, February 8, 1785.

About this time came to hand through the French

Post Office, thirteen large packets, all ol them address-

ed " a Messieurs Messrs. Les deputes des Etats Unis de

1'Amerique a Paris," containing the minutes of the pro-

ceedings of the Court of Admiralty at the Cape, and

the adjudications as legal prizes of an equal number

of British vessels captured by armed vessels belonging

to the United States of America, during the late war
;

which said prizes were ordered to be disposed of for the

benefit of the captors, until it should be otherwise deter-

mined by the American Ministers at the Court of Ver-

sailles. Whereupon, the Ministers Plenipotentiary of
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the United States have thought proper that the aforesaid

papers should be deposited in the office of the Minister

actually resident at that Court, which was done accord-

ingly.

FROM MONSIEUR FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, February 10, 1785.

Gentlemen,

In due season I transmitted to my Court the project

of a treaty, which you did me the honor to address to me.

The principles upon which it is based, are too much

in conformity with those of the Tuscan Government to

prevent its adoption ; you must not doubt, gentlemen,

that the citizens of the United States of America will

obtain, upon a footing of the most perfect reciprocity,

all the facilities and advantages in the ports of Tuscany,
which are accorded to the most favored nations.

As soon as an answer is received, I will do myself the

honor of communicating it to you.

I have the honor to be, &c.

FAVI.

Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, January 24, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The King, my master, having thought proper to au-

thorize me to place in your hands some observations on
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the counter project of the treaty of commerce, to be

concluded for the reciprocal advantages of his subjects

and the citizens of the United States, such as you did

me the honor to address me, bearing date November

10th, ultimo, and brought to the Hague by a Dutch

courier, the 26th of the same month, I hasten to fulfil

the orders of his Majesty. An express, with despatches

for the Ambassadors from Holland, furnishes me to day

with a sure and prompt opportunity. The English lan-

guage being familiar neither to the Prussian Chancery,

nor to the King, nor his Ministry, it has become necessary

that I should make a French translation, and to prove its

exactness, I have caused it to be placed by the side of

the annexed observations. I flatter myself, that these

last, will appear to you, gentlemen, dictated by that

spirit
of justice, equity and humanity, which characterize

all the proceedings of the Monarch, in whose service I

have the honor to be. I shall, with the most lively

zeal, employ myself in consolidating a negotiation, the

issue of which cannot but be infinitely advantageous to

both nations, and I have no doubt, but that the contents

of the first letter with which you may honor me, will

facilitate the means of terminating, in concert with you,

gentlemen, the projected treaty.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.
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ANSWER OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE OBSERVATIONS

ON THE PROJECT OF A TREATY WITH PRUSSIA, TRANS-

MITTED BY BARON THULEMEIER.

Passy, March 14, 1785.

Sir,

We had the honor of receiving your letter of January

24, covering a translation into French of the draft of a

treaty proposed between his Majesty the King of Prussia

and the United States of America, together with answers

to the several articles. We have considered them with

attention, and with those dispositions to accommodate them

to the wishes of his Majesty, which a respect for his

character, and a desire of connecting the two nations in

amity and commerce, would naturally produce. We will

now take the liberty of troublmg you with the result of

our deliberations, article by article.

ARTICLE n. We agree to add the restriction proposed

to the end of this clause, to wit: "
submitting themselves,

nevertheless, to the laws and usages there established,

and to which are submitted the citizens of the United

States and the citizens and subjects of the most favored

nations."

ARTICLE in. Agreed to add alike clause, to wit:

"
submitting themselves, nevertheless, to the laws and

usages there established, and to which are submitted the

subjects of his Majesty the King of Prussia, and the sub-

jects and citizens of the most favored nations."

ARTICLE iv. Three effects of this are objected to :

1st. The permission to export and import all the mer-

chandize of either country without exception ;

2d. The permission to ALL PERSONS to be buyers and

sellers
;
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3d. The not extending, in express terms, the right of

transportation beyond the vessels of the two contracting

parties.

As to the first, we agree to make to the clause the ad-

dition proposed, to wit: "nevertheless, the King of Prus-

sia and the United States, and each of them reserve to

themselves the right to prohibit, in their respective coun-

tries, the importation and exportation of all merchandize

whatsoever, when reasons of State shall require it, in this

case the subjects or citizens of either of the contracting

parties shall not import or export the merchandize pro-

hibited by the other. But if one of the contracting par-

ties permits any other" nation to import or export the same

merchandize, the subjects or citizens of the other shall

immediately enjoy the same liberty."

With respect to the second object, a permission to all

persons to become buyers and sellers in this intercourse, it

does indeed interfere with the practice of some nations of

Europe, wherein the right of buying and selling particu-

lar articles of merchandize, is frequently given to particu-

lar persons or descriptions of persons exclusively. The

origin of this practice is to be found in a very remote and

unenlightened period, when religious physics and every

other branch of science was sophisticated and abused, the

progress of information and of liberal sentiment has led

to reformations in those, and in this also seems to have

matured principles which should produce a reformation

equally wanted. Commerce performs the important of-

fice of procuring vent for superfluities, of supplying wants,

and of adjusting prices on a reasonable scale. This it

does best where it is freest. Casting an eye over the

states of Europe we find them wealthy and populous.
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nearly in proportion to the freedom of their commerce,

and we may conclude from thence that were it perfectly

free, they would probably attain the highest points of

wealth and population of which their other circumstances

would admit. A free competition between buyers and

sellers is the most certain means of fixing the true worth

of merchandize, on the other hand, the restraint of this

right to particular persons, which constitutes a monopoly,

has been found in experience the most powerful engine

ever employed for the suffocation of commerce. It is

interesting to both parties, therefore to guard against this

in their stipulations. The law of Konigsberg, which pro-

hibits a foreigner from selling his merchandize to any but

native subjects, is a monopoly in a certain degree. It

would rather seem desirable that foreigners should come

into our ports and there transact together all their busi-

ness of exchange. It is not for us to judge whether un-

der actual circumstances, this law of Konigsberg is a pro-

per object of reformation. His Prussian Majesty will

decide this, who has already so much extended the limits

of happiness for his subjects by the removal of other

bars, to which time and habit had given their sanction.

Should it be indispensable to save the force of this law,

we would propose to retain the expressions in this arti-

cle which give freedom to all buyers and sellers; but that

at the end of the addition before agreed to, a further one

should be made in this form, "nor shall this article dero-

gate from the force of the laws of the city of Konigsberg

which forbid traffic between foreigners within the limits of

their jurisdiction." This will guard against monopoly so

much of the field of commerce as is not already occupied

by it. We wish however that in this article the word
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"persons" should be substituted instead of the "subjects

or citizens of that other" and again instead of "the said

subjects or citizens.
"

The third objection to this article is, that it does not

extend the right of transportation beyond the vessels of

the two countries. It was thought that the securing this

right so far, was making a valuable step towards the

freedom of intercourse. A right would remain to each

party of refusing that privilege to vessels foreign to both;

a right which probably would never be exercised, but in

retaliation on any particular nation adopting that narrow

principle. We abandon freely the reservation in its

general form in pursuit of an object so valuable to man-

kind, as the total emancipation of commerce, and the

bringing together all nations for a free intercommunica-

tion of happiness, and agree, after the words "
in their

own," to insert "or any other," but we still propose it

for consideration, whether it will be expedient to either

party to disarm itself entirely of the power of retaliating

on any particular nation, which may restrain the loading

of vessels to articles, of the growth or manufacture of the

country to which they belong. Circumstances may be

produced, which would render the retaliation essential to

the honor and interests of the parties. We therefore

propose, after the words "reserve to themselves the

right," in the amendment before agreed to, insert these

" where any nation restrains the transportation of mer-

chandize to the vessels of the country of which it is the

growth or manufacture, to establish against such nation

retaliating regulations, and also the right."

This fourth article, with" the several amendments which

we have proposed or agreed to, will stand thus : More
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especially, each party shall have a right to carry their

own produce in their own or any other vessels, to any

parts of the dominions of the other, where it shall be

lawful for all persons freely to purchase them, and thence

to take the produce, manufactures and merchandize of

the other, which all persons shall in like manner be free

to sell them, paying in both eases such duties, charges

and fees only as are or shall be paid by the most favored

nation. Nevertheless, the King of Prussia and the

United States, and each of them, reserves to them-

selves the right, where any nation restrains the transpor-

tation of merchandize to the vessels of the country of

which it is the growth or manufacture, to establish

against such nation retaliating regulations ; and also the

right to prohibit, in their respective countries, the im-

portation and exportation of all merchandize whatsoever,

when reasons of State shall require it. In this case the

subjects or citizens of either of the contracting parties,

shall not import or export the merchandize prohibited

by the other. But if one of the contracting parties

permits any other nation to import or export the same

merchandize, the citizens or subjects of the other shall

immediately enjoy the same liberty, nor shall this article

derogate from the laws of the city of Konigsberg, which

forbid traffic between foreigners, within the limits of
their jurisdiction.

ARTICLE v. We agree that the 5th article shall stand

in the form proposed, to wit : the merchants, commanders

of vessels, or other subjects or citizens of either party

shall not, within the ports or jurisdiction of the other, be

forced to unload any sort of merchandize into any other

vessels, nor to receive them into their own, nor wait for

their being loaded longer than they please."

VOL. ii. 35
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ARTICLE vui. Agreed to omit the words " and without

being obliged to pay any duties, charges or fees, whatso-

ever, or to render any account of their cargo ;" and to

substitute those proposed, to wit: "and without being

obliged to render any account of their cargo, or to pay

any duties, charges or fees, whatsoever, except those

established for vessels entered into port, and appropriated

to the maintenance of the port itself, or of other establish-

ments for the safety and convenience of navigators, which

duties, charges and fees, shall be the same, and shall be

paid on the same footing as in the case of subjects, 'or

citizens of the country where they are established.

ARTICLE ix. We agree to the amendment proposed by

adding to this article these words :
" the ancient and bar-

barous right to wrecks of the sea, shall be entirely abol-

ished with respect to the. two contracting parties."

ARTICLE x. By the laws of the United States, copied

in this instance from those of England, aliens are incapa-

ble of holding real estate. When an estate of that na-

ture descends to an alien, it passes on by escheat to the

State ;
the policy of the United States does not permit the

giving to the subjects of any other power, a capacity to

hold lands within their limits, which was proposed by the

project formerly delivered to Mr. Adams. But they are

perfectly willing to relieve such persons from all loss on

this account, by permitting them to sell the inheritance

and withdraw the proceeds without any detraction. Again,

though with them it is a fundamental principle, that every

man has a natural right to quit the country in which either

chance or choice has placed him, and to become a mem-

ber of any other where he thinks he can be happier, and

the laws of some of them direct the particular form in

which it is to be done, and therefore these States can pass
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no law to prevent the emigration of their fellow-citizens,

yet they will respect the principles of other Governments

where the practice is different. We consent, therefore,

to add to the end of this clause, from the 8th of the pro-

ject, these words: "and exempt from all rights of de-

traction on the part of the government of the respective

States
;
but this article shall not derogate in any manner

from the force of the laws already published, or hereafter

to be published, by his Majesty the King of Prussia, to

prevent the emigration of his subjects."

ARTICLE xn. Agreed to omit the clause,
" on the

other hand, enemy vessels shall make enemy goods,"

and to the end of the article, and to leave that question

undecided.

ARTICLE xm. The stipulation,
"

to pay a reasonable

compensation for the loss such arrest shall occasion to the

proprietors," is not so determinate as to save the necessi-

ty of a future arrangement. It was thought questionable

whether any mode which might now be thought of, might

not, by a change of circumstances before the case should

arise, become incapable, and that arrangements would

then be easily and amicably taken for doing justice to the

individuals interested. We are ready, however, to re-

ceive a proposition for defining the mode at this time.

We agree also to the addition proposed to this clause, to

wit: "but in the case supposed, of a vessel stopped for

articles heretofore deemed contraband, if the master of

the vessel stopped will deliver out the goods supposed to

be of contraband nature, he shall be admitted to do it,

and the vessel shall not, in that case, be carried into any

port, nor further detained, but shall be allowed to proceed

on her voyage."
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ARTICLE xix. A clause in the treaty with France, the

first the United States ever entered into, renders necessary

the exceptions subjoined to this article. It has not been

repeated, nor is proposed to be repeated in any subse-

quent treaty. If any antecedent treaties would require a

like exception on the part of his Prussian Majesty, we

shall cheerfully concur in its insertion, the case being

either particularly specified or generally described. The

practice of carrying prizes into neutral ports and there

selling them is admitted by the usage of nations and can

give offence to none, who have not guarded against it by

particular contract. Were the clause now under conside-

ration to be so changed, as to exclude the prizes made on

the enemies of either, from being sold in the the ports of

the other, and that kind of stipulation to take place gene-

rally, it would operate very injuriously against the United

States in cases, wherein it is not presumed his Majesty

would wish it. For suppose them to be hereafter in war

with any power in Europe, their enemy though excluded

from the ports of every other State, will yet have their

own ports at hand, into which they may carry and sell

the prizes they shall make on the United States; but the

United States under a like general exclusion, having no

ports of their own in Europe, their prizes in these seas

must be hazarded across the ocean to seek a market at

home ;
an incumbrance which would cripple all their ef-

forts on that element, and give to their enemies great ad-

vantage over them.

ARTICLE xxi. Agreed to add as proposed
" but by the

judicatures of the place into which the prize shall be

conducted.
"

ARTICLE xxv. Agreed to as proposed,
" but if any
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such Consuls shall exercise commerce, they shall be sub-

mitted to the same laws and usages to which the private

individuals of their nation are submitted in the same

place.
"

Upon the whole it will be seen, that we accommodate

ourselves to the amendments proposed to the 2nd, 3rd,

5th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 21st, and 25th articles,

that we agree to the amendments proposed to the 4th ar-

ticle with certain qualifications, and we cannot but hope
that the 4th and 19th articles so amended and qualified

may be permitted to stand.

We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, February 11, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The letter you have done me the honor to write to me

in the month of January without date, reached me a few

days ago, I have transmitted to the King, the offer to

establish the ports of Embden and Stettin as free ports,

and I am waiting for the orders of his Majesty, which or-

ders when received, I will hasten to communicate to you.

The counter project also which follows my letter of Jan-

uary 24th, must have reached you, and I have hopes of

seeing the work which has been the object of our mutual

cares, consolidated. I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.
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FROM BAKON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, March 4, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The orders of the King, with which I am at present

furnished, have enabled me to answer more fully the last

letter you have done me the honor to write to me, and

the reception of which I have advised you, by my letter

of February llth. His Majesty thinks that the estab-

lishing of one or two free ports would be absolutely use-

less, agreeably to the very correct remark made by the

American Plenipotentiaries, that the second and third ar-

ticles of the counter project, grant to both nations reci-

procally, in all the ports where they wish to trade, all

the advantages enjoyed by the most favored nations.

This observation has put an end to the question, inas-

much as the 'intentions of the King, are in no way, to

limit the commerce of the citizens of the United States,

to any particular ports. In case, however, that the es-

tablishment of a free port should appear to be of some

utility, it might be complied with without much difficulty

in regard to Embden, but a similar concession for the

port of Stettin would be objected to for several reasons.

The letter of the Plenipotentiaries having been written

before the receipt of the observations on the last counter

project, accompanied by my letter of January 24th of

the present year, it is to be presumed that any further

explanations would appear useless. I flatter myself,

gentlemen, that the first letter which I shall have the

honor to receive from you, will facilitate the means of

giving, in concert with you, the desired stability, to the
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negotiation which is the object of our mutual cares. The

success of this transaction will answer my wishes as well

as the common interest of both our nations.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

FROM THE POPE'S NUNCIO TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, December 15, 1785.

Gentlemen,

I have made known to my Court, the proposal con-

tained in the letter you have done me the honor to write

the 22d September last, his Holiness, considering no less

the convenience of your proposition, than that the right

of the Roman Catholic inhabitants and citizens of the

United States shall be maintained, orders me to declare

to you, that all vessels under the flag of the United

States, which shall enter the ports of Civitavecchia in the

Mediterranean, and Ancona in the Adriatic, shall meet

there with the best reception that can be desired
; pro-

vided, that the vessels and property of the subjects of

the Holy See, shall, reciprocally, be treated in the same

manner, in the ports of the United States. I must add

to this declaration, by an express order of his Holiness,

that the citizens of the United States shall find, in the

above mentioned ports of his dominion, a person ap-

pointed to give them every assistance which they may want.

I am happy to declare to you, these intentions of my
Court, which cannot but be agreeable to the United

States of America.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ARCHBISHOP OF SELUCIE.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?
New York, January 14, 1785. >

Gentlemen,

On the 21st ultimo I accepted the place of Secretary

for Foreign Affairs. All the foreign letters which had

been received during the recess of Congress were then,

and are still, in the hands of a committee to whom they

had been referred; none have since arrived.

The adjournment from Trenton to this place, necessarily

occasioned delay in business. Congress yesterday made

a house, and I expect some of these more important mea^

sures will soon be matured.

By the next opportunity, I flatter myself with having

the pleasure of writing to you more particularly. Judges

are nominated, and will doubtless be appointed, to decide

the interfering claims of Massachusetts and New York.

Advices, just received, give reason to apprehend an attack

of the Cherokees on Kentucky a settlement which in-

creases with a degree of rapidity scarcely credible. It is

rumored, but not ascertained, that the Spaniards encour-

age them.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.
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FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS,

ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN
.'

' V
AFFAIRS.

Paris, March 18, 1785.

Sir,

We received, by the last packet, the favor of your

letter of January 14th, in which we have the agreeable

information of your having accepted the appointment of

Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Besides the general in-

terest we feel in this event, as members of the Union

which is to be availed of your services, we are particu-

larly happy that a channel of communication is opened

for us with Congress, in whose justice and abilities we so

perfectly confide.

In our letter by the February packet, which we ad-

dressed to his Excellency the President of Congress, we

had the honor of transmitting the state of our transac-

tions intervening between the date of that and of our

preceding letter. We now beg leave, through you, to

inform them of our progress since the last period.

No. 1, is a letter from the Pope's Nuncio at this Court,

which, though dated at this place the 15th December,

1784, was not delivered to us till late in February, we

consider it as definitive of our commission to the Holy

See, unless new instructions or circumstances should ren-

der a further proceeding under it proper.

No. 2, from the Charge d' Affaires of Tuscany .here,

came also to hand after the closing of our letter by the

last packet.

From Baron de Thulemeier, Prussian Minister at the

Hague, we have received the enclosed letter No. 3,
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covering a French translation of the draft of a treaty

which we had proposed through him to the Court of

Berlin, as formerly reported to Congress, with observa-

tions on the several parts of it. This paper is numbered

4, and has been answered by our letter, of which No. 5

is a copy.

We have also received from the Baron de Thulemeier,

the letters No. 6 and 7, in answer to ours (formerly com-

municated to Congress) on the subjects of the free ports

within the territories of his Sovereign.

In consequence of a letter written by Mr. Adams to

Mr. Dumas, praying his enquiries and information as to

the presents, whether periodical or occasional made by

the United Netherlands to the several piratical States
;

he has favored us with the enclosed authentic informa-

tion marked No. 8. We learn from public papers, that

the Republic of Venice pays annually, to Tripoli, a

tribute of three thousand five hundred sequins. From

a comparison of the strength of this, with that of the

other piratical States, some grounds are furnished for

conjecturing what is paid by them to the others, when

in peace with them. We have promises of some fur-

ther information on the subject of these tributes, which

the envy or pride of nations endeavors to cover under

mystery. The sum of them will serve to form a judg-

ment of the contributions which will be required from us.

With great respect, &tc.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

1 The sequin of Venice is $2 40 cents.
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FROM W. CARMICHAEL TO B. FRANKLIN.

Madrid, February 27, 1784.

Dear Sir,

I have delayed writing to your Excellency in expecta-

tation of having it in my power to advise you that the

unfortunate Mr. Hartwell would be entirely extricated

from the situation, to which however as you will see by

the enclosed papers, his imprudence exposed him.

Much about the time I received your letter respecting his

confinement at Logrono, one written to me from Bor-

deaux gave me the same information, I immediately wrote

to Bilboa to obtain a circumstantial account of the above-

mentioned gentleman, but not receiving in course of post

an answer to my letters, I made use of that of your Ex-

cellency, in an office I passed to his Excellency the Count

de Florida Blanca reclaiming his liberty and the restitu-

tion of his property, the annexed No. 1 is a copy of the

answer thereto. Your Excellency will perceive by its

contents, that some time must elapse owing to the forms

established by the tribunal of the inquisition, before the

prisoner could receive any material benefit from my ap-

plication, and in consequence, although I frequently

pressed despatch in an affair which affected the liberty and

interests of a countryman, I did not receive further ad-

vice from the Minister until the 2nd of last month, No.

2. is a copy of the Count de Florida Blanca's letter in

the interval between the reception of the abovementioned

letters, the enclosed No. 3 was sent me without signature

by a person, at Bilboa whom I know to be connected

with Mr. Hartwell. On receiving the answer of the

Court No. 2, I wrote Mr. Hartwell to know what 1 could
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do further for his service. I have lately received a letter

from him requesting me to procure him entire liberty. The

Count de Florida Blanca will readily grant his request on

condition, that he will leave Spain; the condition is not made

by the Minister, but by the Confessor and Inquisitor Gener-

al. The altercation which the case ofMr. Hartwell has oc-

casioned between the Count de Florida Blanca and the two

latter, will give a great shock to the power of the Inqui-

sition, as I am assured that the tribunal will be restricted

in future from passing sentence on any grandee of Spain,

on all persons employed in the Councils, in the army,

navy, &sc. or on any foreigner until the process has been

submitted to his Majesty, that is to his Minister.

In the month of November I received advice from Ca-

diz of the capture of an American vessel by a corsair of

the Emperor of Morocco, I was also informed you had

been applied to on the same subject. I immediately re-

quested the Charge d'Affaires of France, agreeably to the

8th article of our treaty, to write to the Consul of his

nation to employ his good offices to procure the liberation

of the vessel and crew and endeavor to induce the Em-

peror to suspend further hostilities until Congress have

time to take such measures as they might judge proper,

to produce a good understanding between the two coun-

tries. I also prevailed on the Ambassador of Holland,

the Minister ofSweden, and the Charge d'Affaires ofDen-

mark to write to their respective Consuls for the same

purpose. Finding by letters I received from the seaports

of this kingdom, that the merchants were under the

greatest apprehensions for vessels expected from Ame-

rica, I took occasion to insinuate to the Count de Flo-

rida Blanca how agreeable it would be to the people of

America to leani that his C. M. had interposed his in-
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terference on a subject of such importance to their com-

mercial interests, that not being authorized I could

not officially request it, but that animated by a sincere

desire to promote good understanding between the two

countries I could not let slip the occasion of giving his

Excellency an opportunity of exerting his influence with

his Majesty to render a service, which could not but be

productive of the happiest consequences. That Minis-

ter, with much apparent candor, assured me of his readi-

ness to serve us on this occasion, but seemed to think it

requisite that I should write to him on the subject, this I

did and No. 4 is the copy of his answer. The enclosed

copies of letters which I have received from Barbary

will show your Excellency the situation in which this af-

fair remains.

I lately received letters from Robert Morris, Esq. con-

taining a letter from the President of the Committee of

the States, and copies of letters from Mr. Pollock and

others at the Havanna, complaining of the cruelty and

injustice of the Spanish Government. I immediately

laid these complaints before the Minister and have ob-

tained orders to render justice to the parties aggrieved.

The Governor will be reprimanded by the King's di-

rection, I have not yet received these assurances in writ-

ing, but have been promised an answer to my office in time

for the March packet. I meant to have written more

fully to your Excellency, but as the person to whose care

I commit this, is only waiting for my letters, I must con-

clude with praying you to make the proper compliments

for me to Messrs. Adams and Jefferson, to the Marquis

de la Fayette and my namesake, and believe me with

much respect and affection, &,c.

WM. CARMICHAEL.



286 J- ADAMS, B. FUANKL1N, T. JEFFERSON.

KEPORT OF JOHN ADAMS TO THE OTHER MINISTERS.

Auteuil, March 20, 1785.

Gentlemen,

According to your desire, I went early this morning to

Versailles, and finding the Count De Vergennes unem-

barrassed with company, and only attended by his pri-

vate Secretaries
;

I soon obtained the honor of a confer-

ence, in which I told him that my colleagues were very

sorry, that indisposition necessarily prevented their pay-

ing their respects to him in person, and obliged them to

request me alone to wait on him and ask his advice upon

a thorny question we had with the Barbary powers. He

asked what it was, and I put into his hand all the letters

upon the subject, in French, Spanish, Italian and En-

glish, all of which he read very attentively, and observed

that it was obvious what was wanted, and what had

piqued the Emperor of Morocco, viz : that Congress

had not written to him nor sent him a Consul with the

customary presents, for that he was the most interested

man in the world, and the most greedy of money. He

asked whether we had written to Congress, and obtained

their instructions ? I answered, that we had full powers

to treat with Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and the

rest, but that it was impossible for us to go there, and

that we had not a power of substitution. He said then,

we should write to the Emperor. I asked, if he would

do us the favor to convey a letter for us through the

French Consul ? He said, he could not do this himself,

because it was not in his department, but if we would

make an office of it, he would communicate it to the

Marshal De Castries and return us his answer.
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I told him, that in looking over the treaties between

the several Christian powers and the Barbary States,

we found that the treaty between the Crown of France

and Algiers, of the 25th of April, 16S4, was expired or

near expiring, and we were desirous of knowing (if the

question was not indiscreet) whether it had been renew-

ed. He smiled upon this, and said, it was true their

treaty was upon the point of expiring, but he could not

tell me whether it were renewed, as it was not in his de-

partment, but if we should insert this inquiry in our

office, he would endeavor to obtain the Marshal De Cas-

tries' answer.

I told him, that in order to lay before Congress all the

information we could, and to enable them to judge the

better what other orders to give us, or what other course

to take, we had obtained authentic information from Mr.

Bisdom and Mr. Vanderhope, concerning the presents

annually given by their High Mightinesses, and that we

should be very glad to know (if it was not improper)

what was the annual amount of the presents made by his

Majesty to each of those States, and in what articles

they consisted. He said, the King never sent them any

naval or military stores, but he sent them glasses and

other things of value
;
but that as it was not in his de-

partment, he could not give me particular information,

but that we might put this into our office with the other

things.

I asked if there was not a considerable trade and fre-

quent intercourse between parts of this Kingdom and the

coast of Barbary. He said there was from Marseilles,

and the other ports upon the Mediterranean, but he

thought if we had presents to send, it would be more

convenient to send them from Cadiz.
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I then asked the favor of his advice, whether, in our

letter to the Emperor of Morocco, we should leave it to

his option to send a Minister to treat with us here, or to

wait until we could write to Congress and to recommend

to them to send a Consul. He said he would by no

means advise us to invite the Emperor to send a Minister

here to treat with us, because we must maintain him

here and bear all the expenses of his voyages and jour-

neys, which would be much more costly than for Con-

gress to send a Consul.

But the Count concluded the whole conference by

observing, that every thing relative to this business was

out of his department, and that we must state to him in

writing all we desired to know, or to have done, and he

would convey it to the Minister of Marine, and commu-

nicate to us his answer, and that we might depend upon

it, that whenever we thought proper to make any office

to him, it should be carefully attended to.

He added very particular inquiries concerning the

health of Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jefferson, which I an-

swered to the best of my knowledge, and took my leave.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Passy, March 28, 1786.

Sir,

We have the honor to enclose an extract of a let-

ter from the Commissioners of the United States of

America to your Excellency, dated August 28, 1778,
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a copy of your Excellency's answer, dated 27th Sep-

tember, 1778, and a copy of M. de Sartine's letter to

your Excellency, of the 21st September, 1778, all rela-

tive to a proposed negotiation with the States of Bar-

bary. Not having any particular authority or instructions

from Congress at that time, to treat with those States, the

Commissioners desisted from any further pursuit of the

negotiation, until Congress should have an opportunity to

deliberate and decide upon it. We are now able to in-

form your Excellency that we have received from the

United States in Congress assembled, special full powers

to treat with each of the powers of Barbary, Morocco,

Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and the rest, and we have lately

received authentic information that one of those powers

at least, the Emperor of Morocco, has commenced hos-

tilities against the United States, by the capture of a ves-

sel belonging to Philadelphia, by one of his frigates,

which has spread an alarm among the American mer-

chants and mariners, raised the price of insurance, and

made it necessary for us to do all in our power, to prevent

the further progress of the war, as well as to procure the

liberation ofour countrymen who are made prisoners. As

it is impossible for us to go to Morocco, and we have no

power of substitution, we can do no more than write a

letter to the Emperor, and either invite him to send a

Minister, or authorize his Consul in France to treat with

us here, or to carry on the negotiation in writing at this

distance, through the French Consul at Morocco, or pro-

pose to him to wait until we can write to America, and

Congress can send a Consul to the Emperor.

We, therefore, request the honor of your Excellency's
VOL. 1137
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advice, which of these measures is the most eligible, and

whether your Excellency, or the Minister in whose de-

partment it is, would do us the favor to transmit a letter

from us to the Emperor, through the French Consul.

Looking over several treaties between Christian powers

and the Barbary States, we find that the treaty between

the Crown of France and Algiers, of April, 1684, is upon

the point of expiring ;
and we are desirous of knowing,

(if it is not impropeMhat we should enquire,) whether this

treaty is or is not likely to be renewed
; because, if there

is a probability of a war, Congress would probably prefer

joining in the war, rather than to treat with nations who

so barbarously and inhumanly commence hostilities against

others, who have done them no injury.

In order to lay before Congress all the information ne-

cessary to enable them to judge what is best for them to

do, we have obtained from Holland a certain account of

the presents given annually and occasionally by the States

General, to the Barbary powers, and have taken mea-

sures, which promise success, for procuring similar intelli-

gence from other Christian States, and, if there is no im-

propriety in the request, we should desire to be informed

what is the annual amount of the presents given by

France to each of those States, and in what articles

they usually consist.

We have the further honor to propose to your Excel-

lency, that his Majesty's good offices and
interposition

jnay be employed with the Emperor, in order to provide,

as fully as possible, for the convenience and safety of

those inhabitants of the United States, their vessels and

effects, who are now, or may hereafter be, in captivity in
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Morocco, according to the tenor of the eighth article of

the treaty of commerce.

With the highest respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

[The three following papers, alluded to in the begin-

ning of the preceding letter, are inserted here, because

they serve to shew in one point of view all the transac-

tions respecting the Barbary powers, and because they

were made use of on the present occasion, as the basis

for re-commencing a correspondence on the subject, with

the Court of Versailles.]

Extract of a letter from the Commissioners of the

United States of America to M. h Comte De Ver-

gennes, dated

Passy, August 28, 1778.

"
By the eighth article of the treaty of commerce, his

Majesty has engaged to employ his good offices and in-

terposition with the Emperor of Morocco, and the regen-

cies of Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and the other powers on

the coast of Barbary, in order to provide, as fully as

possible, for the convenience and safety of the inhabi-

tants of the United States, and their vessels and effects,

against all violence, insults, attacks or depredations on

the part of the said Princes and States of Barbary and

their subjects.

We have received information that there are already

American vessels in Italy, desirous of returning home,
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and that there axe merchants in Italy, desirous of enter-

ing into the American trade, but that an apprehension of

danger from the corsairs of Barbary is a discouragement.

We, therefore, request your Excellency's attention to

this case, and such assistance from his Majesty's good

offices, as was intended by the treaty."

FROM COUNT 1>K VERGENNES TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Versailles, September 27, 1778.

Gentlemen,

In the letter which you did me the honor to write to

to me the 20th of last month, you recall the promise

which the King made in the eighth article of the treaty

of friendship and commerce, signed the 6th February

last, to employ his good offices with the Regencies of

Barbary, to procure for the subjects of the United States,

every security in the Mediterranean for their commerce

and navigation. I have communicated your request to

M. de Sartine, to whose department this subject belongs,

and you will find by this Minister's answer, a copy of

which you have enclosed, that he thinks it well founded.

But before the orders of the King are taken in this re-

spect, he requires several eclaircissements.

I request of you, gentlemen, to address them to me,

and to be beforehand assured that the King will very

willingly do whatever is in his power, to satisfy the

United States, and to render their wishes approved of by

the Princes of Barbary.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.
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FROM M. DE SARTINE TO M. THE COUNT DE- VERGENNES,

Translation.

Versailles September 21, 1778.

Sir,

I have received the letter you did me the honor to

write to me the 5th of this month to inform me of the

commission which the deputies of the United States of

North America have given you for the purpose of engag-

ing the King to take the necessary measures with the Re-

gencies of Barbary, to fulfil the engagements which he

has made in the 5th article of the treaty of the 6th Fe-

bruary of this year. I have examined this article and

find that the King has promised to employ his good offi-

ces with the King of Morocco and the Princes of Bar-

bary; to provide as extensively as possible for the advan-

tage, convenience and security of the subjects of the

United States and their vessels and cargoes against all

violence, insult, attack or depredation from the Barbarian

Princes and their subjects.

After these engagements it seems to me proper to think

of the means to realize them, notwithstanding all the dif-

ficulties which appear to be in the way. But before the

plan we may adopt is presented to the King, it appears

necessary to be assured of the true inclinations of the

United States of North America and those steps they de-

sire to be taken on the part of France.

Are the United States of America determined to con-

clude treaties with the Princes of Barbary, or do they on-

ly wish that we should employ our good offices to make

their flag respected by the powers of Africa? This

last matter we can never obtain, or if by chance we
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should procure from some of them the privilege of trade

for the United States, their permission would be but de-

ceitful, momentary and very precarious, and it would un-

doubtedly expose us without being of the least service to

the subjects of the United States. The Algerines par-

ticularly would never respect the flag of the United

States, without they received considerable advantages.

You know too well, sir, the character of the barbarians

and the policy of their Government, not to see the inu-

tility
and dangerous consequences of such an overture.

It would be less difficult perhaps to engage them to

acknowledge the independence of the United States of

North America, and to conclude treaties with this new

power. It is necessary first to know what may be the

instructions of the deputies of Congress, and whether

they are authorized to enter into negotiations with the

Princes of Africa, through the interposition of France.

If Congress has this design, I can then take the^orders

of the King to give his deputies instructions how to enter

upon a negotiation with the Sovereigns of Barbary, and

we, sir, can concert measures that may be effectually

employed to obtain the end proposed, without hazarding

our own interests for those of the United States. This

negotiation will be long and difficult, but I will neglect

nothing to secure its success, if the Congress is deter-

mined on it, and you think that the "King is engaged to

favor it." I shall wait your answer before I make any
overture.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

SARTINE.
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FROM THE COUNT DE VERGENNES TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Versailles, April 28, 1784.

Gentlemen,

I have communicated to M. Marshal de Castries, all

the papers which you have done me the honor to address

to me respecting the Barbary Regencies, and I cannot do

better than send you a copy herewith of the answers,

which this Minister made to me on this subject.

I have the honor, gentlemen, to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.

COPY OF THE LETTER FROM M. MARSHAL DE CASTRIES

TO THE COUNT DE VERGENNES AT VERSAILLES.

Translation.

April 24, 1785.

Sir,

I have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write the 21st inst. and the different pieces which ac-

companied it.

I have perused them with attention, and I hasten to let

you know, as you desire, my opinions on the questions

proposed by the American Ministers.

I begin by informing you, that about three weeks since

they have been furnished with extensive instructions of

the contributions and presents of the Christian powers,

and of the value and species of those which France has

made them for purposes of State. It remains for Con-

gress to judge whether a good understanding with the
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Barbarians is worth the sacrifice, without which it will be

superfluous to pretend to it. Should they happen to ob-

tain it from the King of Morocco and the Regency of

Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli would easily follow their ex-

ample, and certainly at less expense.

The particular affair which they have had with Moroc-

co, seems to invite them to begin with that power, and of

the three modes which they propose, I only think the last

advisable.

The King of Morocco supports no authorized Consul

in France
;
and besides his pretensions to being sought

after, I doubt whether he would consent to send a Minis-

ter to meet those of the United States
;

this proceeding

would be inefficacious, and the agent would not have suf-

ficient power to conclude a treaty or a solid arrangement.

The same would be the consequence of a negotiation

carried on by writing. It remains then to propose to the

King of Morocco to wait until they can have advised

Congress to send him a Consul. I will willingly charge

myself with the care of forwarding their letter to this

Prince, and the officer of the King shall have orders to

render every service in his power to the American prison-

ers, until the negotiation shall actually be set on foot.

Whenever the thirteen United States shall have entered

thereon, they may rely on the interposition and assistance

of his Majesty's Consul. I see, with pleasure, that they

have already procured those of his Catholic Majesty,

whose powerful influence will be infinitely useful to them.

When our treaty with Algiers shall expire, we shall

desire to renew it, and even may flatter ourselves to be

able to do it without any difficulty. But should any

occur that must be surmounted, the King is accustomed
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to use no foreign interventions to establish or preserve the

good understanding, which it suits him to maintain with

the Barbary powers.

As to the rest, sir, you can assure the American Minis-

ters, that they will always find the King inclined to favor

their negotiations with these States ;
and on all occasions

to assist them with his cares and offices, which he would

render them though he were not engaged by the conven-

tion they claim. But at the same time, it is necessary

that they adopt measures of similar execution.

I hope, sir, that I have precisely answered all the

points of the letter which Messrs. Adams, Franklin and

Jefferson, have written to you, and to every thing essen-

tial contained in the pieces which accompanied it.

I have the honor to send you the originals, &c.

DE CASTRIES.

FROM THE DUKE OF DORSET TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Paris, March 26, 1785.

Gentlemen,

Having communicated to my Court the readiness you

expressed in your letter to me of the 9th of December,

to remove to London, for the purpose of treating upon

such points as may materially concern the interests, both

political and commercial, of Great Britain and America,

and having at the same time represented that you de-

clared yourselves to be fully authorized and empowered
to negotiate, I have been, in answer thereto, instructed

to learn from you, gentlemen, what is the real nature of

the powers with which you are invested, whether you

VOL. ii. 38
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are merely commissioned by Congress, or whether you

have received separate powers from the respective States.

A committee of North American merchants have waited

upon his Majesty's principal Secretary of State for foreign

affairs, to express how anxiously they wished to be in-

formed upon this subject, repeated experience having

taught them in particular, as well as the public in gene-

ral, how little the authority of Congress could avail in

any respect, where the interests of -any one individual

State was even concerned, and particularly so, where the

concerns of that particular State might be supposed to

militate against such resolutions as Congress might think

proper to adopt.

The apparent determination of the respective States

to regulate their own separate interests, renders it abso-

lutely necessary, towards forming a permanent system of

commerce, that my Court should be informed how far

the Commissioners can be duly authorized to enter into

any engagements with Great Britain, which it may not

be in the power of any one of the States to render

totally fruitless and ineffectual.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DORSET.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE DUKE OF DORSET.

Passy, near Paris, May 16, 1785.

My Lord Duke,

We received. in due time the letter which your Grace

did us the honor to write us on the 26th day of March

last, and have delayed the acknowledgment of it, in ex-
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pectation of the arrival of the packets, by which we

hoped for further instructions from Congress.

We have now the honor to inform your Grace, that

Congress, on the 24th day of February last, appointed

a Minister Plenipotentiary to reside at the Court of his

Britannic Majesty, who proposes to proceed to London

in the course of two or three weeks
;
which makes a

more particular answer unnecessary.

We have the honor to be, &,c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS,

ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS.

Paris, April 13, 1785.

Sir,

Our letter to you the 18th day of March with those

preceding, which we had addressed to the President of

Congress have conveyed exact details of our transactions

till that time. Since the making of that despatch the

following proceedings have taken place.

The letter No. 1 from Mr. Carmichael to Dr. Frank-

lin dated February 27th, 1784, (instead of 1785) will

apprize you that there is a prospect of Mr. Hartwell's

regaining his liberty and property, though not without

some delay and probably some loss.

The same letter will inform you of Mr. CarmichaePs

proceedings in the case of the brig Betsey taken by the
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Emperor of Morocco, and the papers which accompanied

that letter marked No. 1, a, b, c, d, e, f, g, will show

the process in that business to the 15th of January last,

and a subsequent communication from Mr. Carmichael,

marked No. 2, being a letter from the Count de Florida

Blanca to him, dated March 16th, 1785, will show its

situation at that time.

With this last Mr. Carmichael also sent us the papers

No. 3, a and b, the first being a letter from a spy employ-

ed by the Spanish Court, a holy father of the order of Re-

demption of Captives, and the second a statement made

out by the Algerines from February 1st, 1777, to Sep-

tember 8th, 1783, the revolution it underwent during that

period, the number of cruizers they made, prizes they

took, and the nations from whom taken. While these

give a smaller idea than had been entertained of this the

most formidable of the piratical States, the following pa-

pers marked No. 4, a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h,i, j, k, 1, m, n,

o, p, q, will show that the price of their peace is higher

than the information heretofore communicated had given

us reason to expect. The paper No. 4, a, is a letter

from the Marquis de la Fayette, to whose means of ac-

cess to the depositories of this species of information and

his zeal for the service of the United States, we are in-

debted for the intelligence it contained as well as for the

report No. 4, b, and the details, No. 4, c, d, e, f, g, h, i,

j, k, 1, in, n, o, p, q, from these it will appear that

powers which like France and England can combine the

the terror of a great naval force, with the persuasive of

pecuniary tribute, yet give occasionally as far as 15,000

guineas to Morocco, which holds but the second rank

amongst these States. This information is still very in-
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complete giving only a view of detached parts of the

transactions between the European and African powers,

it will contribute however with what we have formerly

laid before Congress, to enable them to form some esti-

mate of what will be required from a people possessing

so weak a navy and so rich a commerce aswe do. These

rovers will calculate the worth of the prizes they may

expect to take from us in the Mediterranean and in the

Atlantic, and making some allowance for the expense

and losses they will incur in these enterprizes, they will

adjust their demand by the result, regarding little the re-

presentations we may make of our poverty. They count

highly too among the motives which will induce us to

give a good price, the horrors we feel on the idea of our

countrymen being reduced to slavery by them. Some

of the European merchants and perhaps Consuls resident

with them will, probably, not be backward in supply-

ing their want of knowledge as to the extent and nature

of our commerce and the degree of protection we are

able to afford it. We have been many days in expec-

tation of the arrival of the French packet which should

have sailed from New York the middle of February,

having been informed that as early as December Congress

had referred sundry foreign affairs to the consideration

of a committee, and that the packet arrived at New York

January 17, which conveyed our letter of November with

a detail of the situation in which their business was on

this side the Atlantic, we hope that the packet sailing a

month afterwards, and now expected here, will bring us

further instructions. In the meantime, the situation of

our trade rendered it necessary to admit as little delay as

possible with the Barbary powers. We, therefore,

thought it best to put that business into train
;

for this
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purpose we resumed a correspondence, which had form-

erly taken place between the American Commissioners

and this Court, copies of which are herewith given in

the papers marked No. 5, a, b, &c. the want of money
and of powers had discontinued this correspondence.

We thought it a proper ground, however, whereon to

found applications to this Court, for their aid in the trea-

ties which may now be proposed. Mr. Adams accord-

ingly waited on the Count De Vergennes, with copies of

that correspondence (his colleagues being prevented by

indisposition from accompanying him on that occasion)

No. 5 is his report of what passed, and No. 5, a, e, copy

of the letter we addressed to the Count de Vergennes,

according to his desire. To this no answer has as yet

been received. We propose to make no actual over-

tures to the Barbary States, till the arrival of the packet

now expected, which we suppose will convey us the ulti-

mate will of Congress on this subject.

A similar expectation of new information and instruc-

tions from Congress as to our affairs with the British

Court, suspend, till the arrival of this packet, our taking

any measures in consequence of the enclosed letter, No.

6, from the Duke of Dorset, the British Ambassador at

this Court, that their definitive answer must be required

as to the articles in our instructions, distinct from the

treaty of commerce admits of no question, but as to the

doubts they pretend, and the information they ask, with

respect to the powers of Congress, we do not decide

what we shall say or do till we see whether we receive

by this conveyance any new instructions.

We have the honor to be, &tc.

JOHN ADAMS.
B. FRANKLIN.
THOS. JEFFERSON.
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FROM M. FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, August 26, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The project of a treaty, which you did me the honor

to address to me, in the month of last December, and

which you proposed to his Royal Highness, my Lord the

Archduke, Grand Duke of Tuscany, my master, was too

conformable to his principles not to be acceded to.

This Prince, after having had it under his considera-

tion, has determined to accept it
;
and it is by his order,

that I have the honor to communicate to you, the accom-

panying translation. There are some amendments, which

do not change the substance of the convention
; but

which local circumstances, and the regulations of the

country, which all nations must respect, render indispen-

sable, you wT
ill see, gentlemen, that the citizens of the

United States of America will be treated in every case

at Leghorn, as the most favored nation, and that they

will consequently enjoy all the advantages which are

granted to others. We ask the same conditions and re-

ciprocity for Tuscany. Thus a basis of a treaty could

not be adopted on a more perfect equality than this.

I have the honor to be, &c.

FAVI.

Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany.
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FROM BARON THTJLEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, May 3, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The orders of the King, which I have just received,

enable me to give you the explanations you required of

me in the letter you have done me the honor to write,

bearing date March 14th of the present year. His Ma-

jesty approves the 19th article as it was last drawn up :

" That armed vessels of either of the two nations, will

be allowed to enter, with the prizes taken from their

enemies, into the ports of the other, to depart freely or

sell them there."

He flatters himself that the United States will appre-

ciate this condescension, and will perceive the desire of

his Majesty to give them proofs of friendship, inasmuch

as he does . not equip cruizing vessels, and that conse-

quently his subjects are not enabled to make prizes at

sea.

His Majesty is also willing to let the clause added to

the 19th article, remain: "that no vessels which shall

have made prizes on the subjects of his most Christian

Majesty, shall find an asylum in the ports or havens of the

United States."

His Majesty consents also that the 4th article may be

drawn up as it is proposed to me by the American Pleni-

potentiaries, in the letter abovementioned, except that the

words subjects and citizens, which are found in the coun-

ter-project, may be restored in lieu of the words persons

or of each and every one, and that the following passage

will be omitted :

" that the present article shall not work
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to the disadvantage of the laws of the city of Konigsberg,

which prohibit commerce between foreigners within its

jurisdiction ;" the transit duty of the city of Konigsberg,

having only been quoted to illustrate and to show the ne-

cessity of the general clause of the 2d and 3d articles, it

being, nevertheless, submitted to the laws and usages

established there.

I congratulate myself, gentlemen, that I may consider

the negotiation for which I have had the honor to treat

with you, as nearly ended. The United States of Ame-

rica will certainly consider the readiness with which the

King has yielded to the different alterations of the pro-

jected treaty of commerce, as an additional motive to pro-

tect and favor the trade and ties which the subjects of his

Majesty may form with the citizens of the Republic.

It only remains with me, gentlemen, to submit to you

whether it would not be proper to cause the treaty to be

transcribed, so that after being signed by us, it may be

exchanged with the usual forms, according to our powers.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO BARON THULEMEIER.

Passy, May 26, 1785.

Sir,

We received the letter you did us the honor of writing

to us the 3d inst. and are happy to find that all points of

the proposed treaty being, through the King's goodness

and condescension, now agreed, nothing remains but to

transcribe it fairly, and to sign and exchange the copies

VOL. n 39
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according to our powers and the usual forms. But the

signature of at least two of our number being necessary,

and Mr. Adams being called away by his mission to the

Court of Great Britain, and another of us rendered

unable, by age and a painful malady, to perform a land

journey, there is a difficulty in meeting with your Excel-

lency for the purpose, either at any intermediate place,

or at that of your residence, (which in respect to the

King we might otherwise willingly do,) we, therefore,

propose it for your consideration, whether, though not

usual, the act would not be equally valid if, in case it

should not suit you to come to Paris, (where however we

should be glad to sea you,) we were to sign separately

the instruments, dating our respective signatures with time

and place, and exchanging them by some confidential

person who might deliver to you that which shall be sign-

ed by us, to be there signed and kept by you, and receive

that signed by you, which we can afterwards sign here.

We request your opinion and determination, and are, with

great respect, sir, &c.

B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

P. S. We have the honor to enclose a copy of the

treaty as we understand it to be settled, and to propose

that the blank in the last article for its continuance, shall

be filled up with the number ten.
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FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

The Hague, June 17, 1785.

Gentlemen,

I received on the 4th instant, the letter you have hon-

ored me with, bearing date May 26th
; my first care

has been to cause the annexed treaty, to be translated

into the English language, and to transmit it to my Court.

The King will certainly learn with much satisfaction,

that the negotiation which has been confided to us, has

reached such a point, that there is nothing left to be

done, but to cause the treaty to be engrossed in the

usual form. If you are willing, gentlemen, the ex-

change which you propose to be made by a confidential

person, might, in consideration of the distance between

your actual residence and that of Mr. Adams and mine,

be made, at the Hague, by Mr. Dumas, Charge d'Af-

faires of the United States of America.

I have communicated this to the King, and have be-

sides this informed His Majesty, that you proposed,

gentlemen, to fix the duration of the treaty to the term

of ten years. I anticipate for your country and mine,

many lasting advantages, from these new commercial

ties, established on the basis of reciprocal duties and per-

fect equality. I should have desired to be able to assure

you verbally, that I never will cease to be, with senti-

ments of high consideration, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.
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SIXTH REPORT TO CONGRESS, ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY

SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

Paris, May 11, 1785.

Sir,

Our last letter to you was dated April 13th, 1785, and

went by the packet of that month from L'Orient. Since

that date the letter, No. 1^ a, directed to Dr. Franklin,

inclosing those marked No. 1
, b, &ic. and also the paper

No. 2, have come to hand, these relate to supplies fur-

nished by Mr. Harrison to the crew of the ship Betsy,

taken by the Emperor of Morocco, on which subject

Congress will be pleased to make known their pleasure

.to Mr. Harrison or Mr. Carmichael, they relate further

to the general affairs of the Barbary States, a letter from

the Marshal de Castries, forwarded to us by the Count

de Vergennes, as marked No. 3, a, b, will shew the

opinion of that Minister, on the best method of conduct-

ing a treaty with those States, as we are yet uninstructed

from what sources to call- for the moneys necessary for

conducting and concluding treaties with them, and no

step can be taken without cash in hand
;
we Wait orders

on this subject, and in the meantime wish to keep mat-

ters with the Emperor of Morocco, suspended in their

present state. The attention of Congress will have

been called to this circumstance by our letter of Novem-

ber llth, and several letters subsequent to that date.

As it is always well to know the dispositions of our

neighbors, we enclose the letter No. 4, from a refugee

of Louisiana to Dr. Franklin. It contains, moreover,

a proposition for the consideration of Congress.
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No. 5, a, and b, are a counter project, with a letter

covering it, from the Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany, at

this Court, as some of the alterations of our draft, which

the counter project proposes, requires explanations, these

have been desired and obtained in verbal conferences

with M. Favi. In consequence of these, we shall im-

mediately communicate to him in writing, our disposi-

tions on the several parts of it.

The letter No. 6, from the Baron de Thulemeier, re-

ceived the 9th instant, contains the decisions of the King
of Prussia, on our last propositions. We shall close

with him on the ground established in the several papers

which have passed between us, and take immediate

measures for putting the last hand to this treaty.

We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO M. FAVI.

Passy, June 8, 1785.

Sir,

We have the honor of transmitting herewith our senti-

ments on the counter draft of the treaty proposed to be

established between his Royal Highness the Grand Duke

of Tuscany and the United States of America : you will

therein perceive that we agree to most of the changes

proposed by the counter draft. Some of them we wish

to modify, and on others we offer reasons we hope will

be satisfactory to your Court. Is is with great pleasure
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that we meet its dispositions to promote by this estab-

lishment, the friendship and happiness of the two nations.

We have the honor to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM M. FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Gentlemen,

I have received with your letter, which you did me

the honor to write on the 8th of this month, the observa-

tions which it encloses on the alterations, which the Court

of Tuscany has made in some articles of the treaty which

you proposed to it.

I shall forward them to it immediately and shall have

the honor to inform you in due season, of the answer

which I shall receive, presuming that the Court will be

for concluding this Convention which cannot but be use-

ful to the two countries.

I am, with the greatest respect, &c.

FAVI.

Observations on the alterations proposed on the part oj

his Royal Highness, the Grand Duke, of Tuscany,

in the articles of a treaty offered by the Commission-

ers of the United States of America.

We agree that the 2d and 3d articles shall stand with

the changes proposed as follows :
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ARTICLE n. The subjects of his Royal Highness may

frequent all the coasts and countries of the United States

of America, and reside and trade therein, in all sorts of

produce, manufactures and merchandize, without excep-

tion of any, and shall pay, within the said United States,

no other or greater duties, charges and fees, whatsoever,

and shall be obliged to observe no other or stricter for-

malities, restrictions or cautions, than the most favored

European nations are or shall be obliged to pay and ob-

serve
;
and they shall enjoy all the rights, privileges and

exemptions, for their persons and property, and in navi-

gation and commerce, which the most favored European
nation does or shall enjoy.

ARTICLE in. In like manner, the citizens of the

United States of America may frequent the coasts and

countries of his Royal Highness the Grand Duke of

Tuscany, and reside and trade therein, in all sorts of pro-

duce, manufactures and merchandize, without exception

of any, and shall pay, in the dominions of his said Royal

Highness, no other or greater duties, charges and fees

whatsoever, and shall be obliged to observe no other or

stricter formalities, regulations or cautions, than the most

favored European nations are or shall be obliged to pay

and observe
;
and they shall enjoy all the rights privileges

arid exemptions, for their persons and property, and in

navigation and commerce, which the most favored Euro-

pean nation does or shall enjoy.

ARTICLE vi. We accede to the alterations proposed

for the 4th article, but we wish then to add two modifica-

tions to that article, which seem equally necessary and

proper for both parties. 1st. That each party reserve a

power to prohibit absolutely, within their own territories,
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the exportation or importation of any particular commodi-

ty when necessity or reasons of State require it. As for

instance, the exportation of grain when a famine prevails

or is apprehended, or the importation of any particular

manufacture, which either party wishes to encourage at

home by excluding what would come from abroad. It is

only necessary in these cases to provide that the moment

such exportation or importation is allowed to any persons

at all, it shall be permitted to the other party also. The

second modification is that where any nation restrains the

transportation of commodities to the vessels of the State

of which they are the produce, each party shall have a

right to establish against that nation retaliating restraints.

We therefore propose that the 4th article with the altera-

tions offered on the other part, and the modifications

abovementioned shall stand in this form.

ARTICLE iv. More especially each party shall have a

right to carry any Idnds of produce, manufactures and

merchandize of whatever place they be the growth or

manufacture, in their own or any other vessels, to any

parts of the dominions of the other, where it shall be

lawful for all persons freely to purchase them, and thence

to take produce, manufactures and merchandize of what-

ever place or growth, which all persons shall in like man-

ner be free to sell them, paying in both cases such duties,

charges and fees, and observing such formalities, regula-

tions and cautions only as are or shall be paid or ob-

served by the most favored European nation. Never-

theless his Royal Highness and the United States, and

each of them reserve to themselves the right, where any

nation restrains the transportation of merchandize to the

vessels of the country of which it is the growth, produce
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or manufacture, to establish against such nation, retaliating

regulations, and also the right to prohibit in their respec-

tive countries, the importation and exportation of all mer-

chandize whatsoever, when reasons of state shall require

it. In this case the subjects or citizens of the contract-

ing parties shall not import or export the merchandizes

prohibited by the other. But whenever one of the con-

tracting parties permits any other nation, or its own citi-

zens or subjects to import or export the same merchan-

dize, the citizens or subjects of the other shall imme-

diately enjoy the same liberty.

ARTICLE v. This article had in view to authorize the

merchants on each side to employ, 1st, what persons they

please, and 2d, what vessels they please, in the transaction

of their business, lading and unlading their ships. The

Tuscan regulations of commerce having rendered it ne-

cessary as to the first object to add a proviso
"
that the

the person so employed be thereto authorized;" and

again
" that they should use the public porters in places

where they are or shall be established." It is appre-

hended that these restrictions of the first branch of the

article, are so broad as to leave very little for it to operate

on, while at the same time it might in some cases produce

embarrassment and contrary constructions. It is therefore

proposed to omit altogether what relates to the persons to

be employed, and retain only what relates to vessels, so

that this article may stand thus :

ARTICLE v. The merchants, commanders of vessels

or other subjects or citizens of either party, shall not,

within the ports or jurisdiction of the other, be forced to

unload any sort of merchandize into any other vessels, or

to receive them into their own, or to wait for their being

loaded longer than they please.

VOL. ii. 40
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ARTICLE vi. The additions proposed to this article are,

1st, that the laws as to prohibited merchandize, shall be

observed by the vessels of each party; 2d, that they shall

receive on board the usual custom house guards; and 3d,

that vessels in harbor shall not be asylums for delinquents.

It is supposed that these effects flow from the laws of

every State
;
and as there is no stipulation proposed in

this treaty which would suspend the force of these laws,

it is submitted whether it be necessary to stipulate their

observance, and whether the referring the obligation of

these laws to a false basis, that of national convention,

when the true basis of their obligation is the authority of

the legislature, within its own territories, might not weaken

the energy of the laws in some other possible cases, and

in the end produce more doubt than the stipulations

would remove. Nevertheless, the American Commis-

sioners not objecting to the effect of the additions, but

only supposing they will take place without express- stipu-

lation, are ready to acquiesce in them if it will be more

satisfactory to the other party. But if thought indifferent

by them, we propose that the 6th article shall remain as

originally formed.

ARTICLE vm. We agree to the 8th article in the fol-

lowing form, which it is appehended will include the ad-

ditions proposed :

ARTICLE vm. The vessels of the subjects or citizens

of either party, coming on' any coast belonging to the

other, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered

into port, and not willing to unload their cargoes or break

bulk, shall put out and send their boats to the proper place,

and shall give due account of themelves
;
but they shall

then have liberty to depart and to pursue their voyage
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without molestation, and without being obliged to pay

any duties, charges or fees, whatsoever, except those

established for vessels entered into port and appropriated

to the maintenance of the port itself, or of other estab-

lishments for the safety and convenience of navigators,

and except also the charges of the visits of the health

officers, which duties, charges and fees, shall be the same,

and shall be paid on the same footing, as in the case of

subjects or citizens of the country where they are estab-

lished.

ARTICLE ix. We agree to the alterations proposed in

this article, the latter clause ofwhich will stand, with the

alterations, in these words :
" and if the operations of re-

pair shall require that the whole or any part of the cargo

be unladed, the same rules shall be observed as to the

payment of dues which are observed in like cases with

the inhabitants of the country, and with the other, the

most favored nations of Europe."

ARTICLE x. One of the alterations proposes that a

subject or citizen of either party, dying in the country of

the other, and leaving no person on the spot to take care

of his goods, the courts of the country shall take them

into their custody and keep them, &c. But by the laws

of our States, the courts do not take into their own custo-

dy the goods of persons dying, but appoint trusty persons

to do it, and make those persons accountable to the

owners. Therefore, we proposed that in such cases, the

goods should be taken care of in the same way as those

of the natives are in like cases, leaving the particular

mode to the laws of the country. We still suppose this

will be best for both parties, and therefore propose the

10th article with the alteration, to which we accede in

the following form :
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ARTICLE x. The citizens or subjects of each party,

shall have power to dispose of their personal goods with-

in the jurisdiction of the other, by testament, donation

or otherwise ;
and their representatives, whosoever they

be, shall succeed to their said personal goods, whether

by testament or ab intestato ; and may take possession

thereof, either by themselves, or by others acting for

them, and dispose of them at their will, paying such

dues only as the inhabitants of the country, and of the

nations of Europe the most favored shall be subject to

pay in like cases. And in case of the absence of the

executor, attorney and other representatives, such care

shall be taken of the said goods, and for so long a time

as would, by the laws of the country, be taken of the

goods of a native in like case, until the lawful owner

may take measures for receiving them, and if question

shall arise among several claimants, to which of them the

said goods belong, the same shall be decided finally by
the laws and judges of the land wherein the goods are.

And where, on the death of any person holding real

estate within the territories of the one party, such real

estate would, by the laws of the land, descend on a

subject or citizen of the other, were he not disqualified

by alienage, such subject shall be allowed a reasonable

time to sell the same, and to withdraw the proceeds

without molestation.

We agree to the alterations proposed in the thirteenth

article, and that it shall stand thus.

ARTICLE xm. And in the same case of one of the

contracting parties being engaged in war with any other

power, to prevent all the difficulties and misunderstand-

ings that usually arise respecting the merchandize hereto-
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fore called contraband, such as arms, ammunition and

military stores of every kind, no such articles carried in

the vessels or by the subjects or citizens of one of the

parties to the enemies of the other, shall be deemed

contraband, so as to induce confiscation or condemnation

and a loss of property to individuals. Nevertheless, it

shall be lawful to stop such vessels, and to make them

unlade such articles in the nearest port, putting them

under safe keeping, and to detain them for such length

of time as the captors may think necessary, to prevent

the inconvenience or damage that might ensue from their

proceeding, paying however a reasonable compensation

for the loss such arrest shall occasion to the proprietors.

And it shall further be allowed to use in the service of

the captors, the whole or any part of the military stores

so detained, paying the owners the full value of the

same, to be ascertained by the current price at the place

of its destination. And to remove all doubts respecting

the merchandize and effects which shall be subject to

the arrangements in this article, it is declared that they

are the following : cannon, mortars, &c. but these arti-

cles shall not be subject to be stayed, provided they be

not in greater quantity than may be necessary for the

use of the ship, or of the persons in it.

ARTICLE xiv. We agree to the alterations proposed

in the fourteenth article, and that the clause "
shall be

provided," &c. shall stand thus :
"

shall be provided

with sea letters or passports, which shall express the

property and burthen of the vessel, as also the name

and dwelling of the master," which passports shall be

made out in good and due forms, and in the manner and

for the time which is usual with the respective nation in
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time of peace, on which subject such further explana-

tions shall be entered into, as occasion may render neces-

sary ;
and shall be exhibited whensoever required, &c.

to the end of the clause as proposed in the original draft.

ARTICLE xvi. The sixteenth article, among other

things, proposes that no other than the ordinary legal

procedure shall be used against subjects or citizens of the

one party committing offences within the jurisdiction of

the other
;

it has been proposed to add " and with the

subjects, citizens or inhabitants of the other." If the ef-

fect of this addition is rightly understood, it would be

contrary to our wish in such cases as these. A Tuscan

commits an offence against an Englishman, both of

them being transiently in a port of America. This ar-

ticle would not prohibit an extraordinary procedure con-

trary to the common course of law, against the Tuscan.

It is submitted, therefore, whether it is not better to ex-

tend to our people the benefit of the ordinary course of

procedure in every case of offence committed by one of

them, without the jurisdiction of the other, whether the

party offended be an inhabitant or not. This is what

was proposed by the article as it stands in the original

draft.

We agree to the alterations proposed to the 17th ar-

ticle, and that it shall stand thus:

ARTICLE xvn. If any vessel or effects of the neutral

power be taken by an enemy of the other, and retaken

by that other, they shall be brought into some port of one

of the parties and delivered into the custody of the offi-

cers of that port to be restored entire to the true proprie-

tor as soon as due proof shall be made concerning the

property thereof, without any pretensions whatever to
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salvage. But if a vessel of the one party be taken by

pirates or sea rovers and retaken by a vessel of the other,

one third part of the value of the vessel and cargo reta-

ken shall be given to the recaptors.

Two additions are proposed in the 18th article. 1st.

To insert among the causes of refuge in each others ports

that for the ordinary affairs of their commerce and navi-

gation. But as the 2nd and 3rd articles relate solely to

causes of commerce, and give every privilege and still

more in all such cases, it is submitted whether the inser-

tion here proposed is necessary or can give any addition-

al advantage to our merchants and sailors : and if it can-

not, then whether it is not better omitted, as two articles

relating to the same subject, but indifferently expressed,

may sometimes produce confusion. The 2nd addition is

of these words,
" nevertheless in every case the vessels

which shall come into the respective ports, scales or roads

shall exactly observe the laws,
" &c. We beg leave to

refer to our observations on the 6th article as containing

our sentiments on this addition also, we propose therefore

that this 18th article shall retain its original form.

The 19th article had provided that the armed vessels

of either party might carry their prizes freely where-

soever they please : the words " within the jurisdiction of

the other" are proposed to be added, to which there

could be no objection, but that they produce an implica-

tion that they may not be carried out of their jurisdiction

when once they shall have entered into it.

We agree to all the other alterations of this article,

only proposing that the last shall be in these words: "and

the same shall take place in all those cases in which the

most serene Grand Duke of Tuscany has made like con-
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ventions with other powers." It is just that preceding

obligations should prevail against the present treaty, but

that the present should prevail against those which shall

be subsequent. The article, with its alterations, will

stand thus :

ARTICLE xix. The vessels of war, public and private,

of both parties, shall carry freely, wheresoever they

please, the vessels and effects taken from their enemies,

without being obliged to pay to officers of Admiralty, of

the customs, or any others, any duties, charges or fees,

other than those established for other vessels and mer-

chandize, and which are paid by the most favored nations

of Europe. Nor shall such prizes be arrested, searched,

or put under legal process, when they come to and enter

the port of the other party, except the case where the

prize is charged to have been made against the laws ol

neutrality, existing in the country; but may freely be

carried out again at any time by the captors, to the places

expressed in their commission, or wherever they please,

the commanding officer of the vessel making the capture,

being obliged to show his commission and instructions, or

to give other sufficient proofs, whenever it shall be

alleged that he was not authorized to hoist the flag of the

nation under which he made the prize. But no vessel

which shall have made prizes on the subjects of his most

Christian Majesty, the King of France, shall have a right

of asylum in the port or havens of the United States
;

and if any such be forced therein, by tempest or dangers

of the sea, they shall be obliged to depart as soon as pos-

sible, according to the tenor of the treaties existing be-

tween his said most Christian Majesty and the United

States. And the same shall take place in all those cases
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in which the most serene Grand Duke of Tuscany has

made like conventions with other powers.

ARTICLE xx. Our laws do not assume cognizance of

acts done neither within their jurisdiction, nor by their

citizens. Therefore, a subject of Tuscany, committing

hostilities on us at sea, under the flag of another power,

would not be liable to their sentence. But a stipulation

by his sovereign, that he should be liable, would give that

authority. It would be necessary, however, to say in

what predicament he should stand liable. That of a pir-

ate seems most analogous to his proceedings. We pro-

pose, therefore, to retain that word, in order to adapt the

article to our laws, while those proposed on the other part

maybe also retained, to adapt it to the laws of Tuscany,

and that the article shall stand thus :

ARTICLE xx. No citizen or subject of either of the

contracting parties, shall take from any power with which

the other may be at war, any commission or letter of

marque for arming any vessel to act as a privateer against

the other, on pain of being punished as a pirate or other-

wise severely according to the rigor of the laws.

We agree that the fourth section of the twenty-first

article shall stand as proposed, thus :

ARTICLE xxi. 4thly. The vessels of war, public and

private, of the two parties, shall be reciprocally admitted

with their prizes into the respective ports of each
;
and

shall be freely at the disposal of the captors, according

to the laws, usages and regulations of the State to which

the captor belongs.

ARTICLE xxiv. The twenty-fourth article proposed,

that officers breaking their parole, and privates escaping

from their cantonment, should lose so much of the bene-
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fit of the article, as provides for their enlargement on

parole or in cantonment. It is proposed on the other

part, that they shall lose the benefit of this article ;
that

is to say, the whole benefit of it. But it would seem to

be a rigor, neither laudable nor useful, to deprive them

of their wholesome and plentiful ration, and all other

benefits of this article, for a breach of the limits of their

confinement. We would therefore repeat our wish, that

they should thereupon be subject only to close confine-

ment, as originally proposed, and of course that this ar-

ticle should remain in its first form.

We agree that the twenty-fifth article shall be as pro-

posed, thus :

ARTICLE xxv. The two contracting powers grant to

each other the liberty of having, each in the ports of the

other, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Agents and Commissaries

of their own appointment, observing the usual forms of

notification and admission, and on the same footing as is

or shall be allowed to any other of the most favored

European nations.

We agree also, that the first part of the twenty-sixth

article shall stand thus :

ARTICLE xxvi. If either party shall hereafter grant

to any other European nation, &c.

The articles on which no observations have been made,

that is to say, the 1st, 7th, llth, 12th, 15th, 22nd, 23rd

and 27th, to remain in the form originally proposed.
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FROM MONSIEUR FAVI TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

Translation.

Paris, June 11, 1785.

Gentlemen,

I have received the letter which you did me the honor

to write the 8th of this month, enclosing observations

upon the alterations made by the Court of Tuscany,

upon some articles of the treaty which you had proposed.

I forwarded them without delay. I will have the honor

to inform you in due season of the reply, which I shall

receive, and which I presume will be for the conclusion

of this convention, and which cannot fail to be useful to

both countries. I am, &tc.

FAVI.

Charge d'Affaires of Tuscany.

SEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS,

ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY, SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS.

Passy, June 18, 1785.

Sir,

In our last to you, of May llth, we had the honor of

enclosing, among other papers, a letter from Baron Thu-

lemeier, drawing to a close our negotiation with the Court

of Berlin. We have now that of forwarding our answer,

marked No. 1.

No. 2, a, contains our observations of the counter-draft

from the Court of Tuscany. No. 2, b, the letter enclos-

ing them, and No. 2, c, Mr. Favi's answer acknowledging

their receipt.
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Mr. Adams' appointment to the Court of London, ren-

dering it more convenient, more speedy, and probably

more effectual, that that negotiation should be conducted

on the spot, we wrote to the Duke of Dorset a letter of

which No. 3 is a copy, in answer to one received from

and transmitted to you in April. Since Mr. Adams' de-

parture, we have been favored by him with information

which he received from you, that a Mr. Lamb had been

charged with letters and instructions for us on the subject

of the treaties with the State of Barbary. He sent us,

at the same time the copy of a resolution of Congress on

that subject ;
as yet we have heard nothing more of Mr.

Lamb, but hope his arrival hourly, that we may take de-

cisive measures for establishing an amity with those

powers.

Mr. John Bapt. Pecquet, of Lisbon, who was the subject

of an instruction to us ofMay 1 1
, 1784, is now in Paris, and

has applied for such acknowledgments for his services as

may be thought proper. He seemed to desire most some

appointment at Lisbon, either for himself or his son. We
informed him none such were in our

gift, and that all we

could do in that line, would be to mention him to Con-

gress, as worthy of their recollection, if they should make

any appointment there analagous to his talents. We
have written to Mr. Adams, proposing to give Mr.

Pecquet, in addition to ten guineas which he has received

for present supply, one hundred and
fifty guineas, or per-

haps four thousand livres, as a compensation for his ex-

penses and good dispositions. His expenses on our pris-

oners had been about fifty moidores.

Our first letter to Congress was of the llth November,

and was sent by a Colonel Lemaire. Having lately re-
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ceived proofs that he omitted to deliver private letters

with which he was charged, though he saw in New York

the persons to whom they were addressed, we begin to fear

he was capable of omitting to deliver also that to the Pre-

sident of Congress. We are equally uncertain whether our

subsequent letters may have got to hand. To relieve our

anxieties on this subject, we will pray you to be so good

as to inform us which of them may have been received.

Their dates have been November 11, 1784, December

15, 1784, and February, 1785, addressed to the Presi-

dent of Congress, and March 18, April 13, and May 11,

addressed to yourself.

With the highest esteem, we have the honor to be, &c.

B. FRANKLIN,
THOS, JEFFERSON.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

The Hague, July 19, 1785.

Sir,

The King has entirely approved the projected treaty

of commerce and friendship with the United States of

America, which has been the result of our common la-

bors, and as it is found in the last letter you have honor-

ed me with, bearing date of May 26th, of the present

year. His Majesty consents, besides, that agreeably to

your proposition, and that of your colleagues, the dura-

tion of the said treaty be fixed at ten years, and it is

according to my instructions, that in the twenty-seventh

article the term mentioned has been inserted. He orders
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me now to proceed to the signature with the Ministers

of the United States of America, and to digest, jointly

with them, the introduction, according to that which has

been used in the treaty of commerce which has been

concluded with the King of Sweden. The annexed

treaty, which I intend to sign, according to my powers,

fulfils these different objects, and it only remains with

me, to bring to your recollection, sir, the proposition

which I have taken the liberty to make to you in my
letter of June 17th last, to authorize Mr. Dumas Charge

d'Affaires at the Hague, to concur with me in the usual

exchange. The King is only waiting for the instrument,

signed by the American Plenipotentiaries, to cause the

ratification of it to be transmitted in the usual manner.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO MR. SHORT.

Sir,

A treaty of amity and commerce between the United

States of America and his Majesty the King of Prussia,

having been arranged with the Baron de Thulerneier,

his Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary at the Hague,

specially empowered for this purpose, and it being in-

consistent with our other duties to repair to that place

ourselves, for the purpose of executing and exchanging

the instruments of treaty, we therefore appoint you spe-

cial Secretary for that purpose.

You will receive from Colonel Humphreys, Secretary

of our legation, the original of our full powers, and a
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copy of the same attested by him, the full power hereto-

fore communicated to us by the Baron de Thulemeier,

and the two instruments of treaty arranged between us,

each in two columns, the one in English and the other

in French, equally originals. From us you receive a

letter to Charles Dumas, Esq. agent for the United

States at the Hague, associating him with you in the ob-

jects of your mission.

You will proceed immediately to the Hague, and being

arrived there, will deliver the letter to Mr. Dumas, and

proceed conjointly with him in the residue of your busi-

ness, which is to be executed there.

The original of our full powers is to be exhibited to

the Plenipotentiary of his Majesty the King of Prussia,

and the attested copy is to be left with him, you taking

back the original, you will in like manner ask an exhi-

bition of the original of his full powers, and also a copy

duly attested
; you will compare the copy with the ori-

ginal, and being satisfied of its exactness, you will return

the original and keep the copy. That you may be

under no doubt whether the full powers exhibited to you

be sufficient or not, you will receive from Col. Hum-

phreys those which the Baron de Thulemeier heretofore

sent to us. If those which shall be exhibited, agree

with these in form or substance, they will be sufficient.

The full powers being approved on each side and ex-

changed, you will obtain the signature and seal of the

Prussian Plenipotentiary to the two instruments of treaty

with which you are charged, and yourself and Mr. Du-

mas will attest the same, one of those original instru-

ments will remain in the hands of the Prussian Plenipo-

tentiary, the other you will retain
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You will ask that the ratification of his Majesty the

King of Prussia, be made known to us as soon as it

shall have taken place, giving an assurance on our part

that that of Congress shall also be communicated as

soon as it shall have taken place, when both ratifications

shall be known, measures may be concerted for exchang-

ing them. You will confer with the 'said Plenipoten-

tiary, on the expediency of keeping this treaty uncom-

municated to the public, until the exchange of ratifica-

tions, and agree accordingly.

You will then return to Paris, and re-deliver to the

Secretary of our legation our original full powers, the

copies of those of Prussia before mentioned, and the

original instrument of the treaty which you shall have

retained.

FROM MESSRS. ADAMS AND JEFFERSON TO C. F. W. DUMAS.

Sir,

A treaty of amity and commerce between the United

States of America and his Majesty the King of Prussia,

having been arranged by us with the Baron de Thule-

meier his Majesty's- Envoy Extraordinary at the Hague,

specially empowered for this purpose, and it being incon-

sistent with our other duties to repair to that place our-

selves for the purpose of executing and exchanging the

instruments of treaty, we have delivered the same, duly

executed on our part, to the bearer hereof, William

Short, Esq. to be by him carried with the other necessa-

ry papers to the Hague. When arrived there, we ask

and authorize you to manage in conjunction with him
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the execution and exchange of the instruments of treaty

according to the instructions which he receives from us,

and will communicate to you. Your former attention to

the interests of the United States and readiness to pro-

mote them, give us an assurance that you will not with-

hold them on the present occasion.

We have the honor to be, &c.

(At London.) JOHN ADAMS,
(At Paris.) THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE BARON DE THULE-

MEIER ACCOMPANYING THE PRECEDING INSTRUMENTS.

Paris, July, 1785.

Sir,

I was honored with the receipt of your letter on the

21st inst. together with the French draft of the treaty

proposed. As it ultimately meets his Majesty's appro-

bation, Dr. Franklin our colleague having assisted us

through- the progress of this business, we were desirous

he also should join in the execution, duplicate instruments

were therefore prepared, each divided into two columns,

in one of which we entered the English form as it had

been settled between us, leaving the other blank to re-

ceive the French we expected from you. In this state,

the Doctor before his departure put his signature and

seal to the two instruments. We have since put into

the blank column the French form received from you
verbatim. As we thought that such instruments should not

be trusted out of confidential hands, and the bearer here-

of, William Short, Esq. heretofore a member of the
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Council of State in Virginia, happened to be in Paris

and willing to give us his assistance herein, they are de-

livered into his hands with other necessary papers ac-

cording to an arrangement previously made between Mr.

Adams, Dr. Franklin and myself. He will proceed to

London to obtain Mr. Adams' signature and thence to

the Hague, where we have according to your desire asso-

ciated Mr. Dujnas with him to concur with you in the

final execfljtitfjtf?
'

It. is with singular pleasure, I see this

connexion formed by my country with a Sovereign whose

character -gives a lustre to all the transactions of which

he makes a part.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

THOS. JEFFERSON.

EIGHTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS,

ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS.

Paris, August 14, 1785.

Sir,

The letter of June 18, signed by Dr. Franklin and

myself, is the last addressed to you from hence on the part

of the general Commission. As circumstances rendered

it necessary that the signature of the Prussian treaty,

whenever it should be in readiness, should be made sepa-

rately, the intervention of a person of confidence between

the Prussian Plenipotentiary and us, became also requi-

site. His office would be to receive the duplicates of the

treaty here, signed by Dr. Franklin and myself, to carry

them to London to Mr. Adams, and to the Hague to
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Baron Thulemeier, for their signature. Moreover, to

take hence the original of our full powers, to shew to

Baron Thulemeier, and the copy of his, which he had

before communicated to us, to ask from him a sight of the

original, to compare the copy with it and certify the lat-

ter to be true. Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklin and myself,

therefore, had concluded to engage Mr. Short (a gentle-

man of Virginia who lives with me at present) to transact

this business, and to invest him with the character of

secretary pro hac vice, in order that his signature of the

truth of the copy of Baron Thulemeier's full powers

might authenticate that copy. On the receipt of the

letter No. 1, therefore, from that Minister, Mr. Short set

out hence with the necessary papers. By a letter lately

received from him, I expect he left London for the Hague
about the 10th inst. and that the treaty is ultimately exe-

cuted by this time. In respect to the desire expressed

by Baron Thulemeier in his letter, we associated Mr.

Dumas with Mr. Short, to assist in the exchange of sig-

natures and other ceremonies of execution. We agreed

to bear Mr. Short's expenses, and have thought that a

guinea a day (Sundays excepted) would be a proper

compensation for his trouble and the necessary equip-

ments of his journey, which could not enter into the

account of his travelling expenses. I hope by the first

safe conveyance to be able to forward to you the original

of the treaty. No. 2 is my answer to Baron Thulemeier's

letter, No. 3 our instructions to Mr'. Short, and No. 4 our

letter to Mr. Dumas.

Mr. Lamb's delay gives me infinite uneasiness. You

will see by the enclosed papers, Nos. 5, 6, and 7, sent

me by Mr. Carmichael, that the Emperor of Morocco,
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at the instance of the Spanish Court, has delivered up

the crew of the Betsy. No. 8, also received from Mr.

Carmichael, is a list of articles given the Emperor of

Morocco the last year by the States General. It is be-

lieved that the Spanish negotiator at Algiers, has con-

cluded a peace with that State, and has agreed to give

them a million of dollars, besides a very considerable

quantity of things in kind. The treaty meets with diffi-

culties in the ratification, perhaps the exorbitance of the

price may occasion them. Rumors are spread abroad

that they are pointing their preparations at us. The en-

closed paper, No. 9, is the only colorable evidence of this

which has come to my knowledge. I have proposed to

Mr. Adams, that if Mr. Lamb does not come hither in

the French or English packet then (August 6th) next

expected, to send some person immediately to negotiate

these treaties, on the presumption that Mr. Lamb's pur-

pose has been changed. We shall be at a loss for the

instructions of which he is said to be the bearer. I ex-

pect Mr. Adams' answer on this subject.

I have the honor to be, &c.

THOS. JEFFERSON.

Report of John Jay on a Treaty with Prussia.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?
March 9, 1786. 3

The Secretary of the United States for the Department

of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the treaty

lately concluded with Prussia, and transmitted with a

joint letter from Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, re-

ports :

That on considering the several articles in the said
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treaty, he observes that each party is to enjoy in the do-

minions of the other, the same rights and privileges as to

commerce, &c. as are or shall be granted to the most fa-

vored nation.

On this point, your Secretary adheres to the same

opinion which he heretofore communicated to Congress

in his report of 17th May last, on the draft of a treaty

of amity and commerce, transmitted by the American

Ministers. He also thinks that much of the reason in

that report applies to certain other articles in the treaty

under consideration.

Your committee suspects that the following article is a

little equivocal, viz :

" More especially each party shall have a right to car-

ry their own produce, manufactures and merchandize in

their own or any other vessels, to any part of the do-

minions of the other, where it shall be lawful for all the

subjects or citizens of that other freely to purchase them,

and thence to take the produce, manufactures and mer-

chandize of the other, which all the said citizens or sub-

jects shall in like manner be free to sell them, paying,

&c."

Although the meaning of this article appears obvious,

yet it might perhaps be construed to imply that there

are or will be certain free ports, where every thing

brought by, or belonging to, either party, may be freely

sold and bought, in contradistinction to other ports and

places, in the same dominion, where such liberty is not

allowed. The intention of the article doubtless is, that

such liberty is to be enjoyed at every port and place.

The latter part of the tenth article is not quite reci-

procal, viz:
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" And where on the death of any person holding real

estate within the territories of the one party, such real

estate would, by the laws of the land descend on a citi-

zen or subject of the other, were he not disqualified by

alienage, such subject shall be allowed a reasonable time

to sell the same, and to withdraw the proceeds without

molestation, &c. But this article shall not derogate in

any manner from the force of the laws already published

or hereafter to be published by the King of Prussia, to

prevent the emigration of his subjects.

This latter clause reserves to the King of Prussia the

right of making laws to prevent emigrations, but does

not so limit the extent of these laws as that they shall

not operate against the right to sell, &c. granted in the

preceding one, for, instead of saying, that such laws

shall not derogate in any manner from the true intent

and meaning of this article, it says, that this article shall

not derogate in any manner from the force of his laws,

&c. besides, the like right is not reserved to the United

States.

Upon the whole matter, and particularly considering

that the duration of this treaty is limited to ten years,

your Secretary thinks that it will be prudent and best to

ratify it.

A year from the day of the signature is allowed for

the exchange of ratifications. It appears to have been

signed by
BARON THULEMEIER, September 10, 1785.

MR. ADAMS, August 5, 1785.

DOCTOR FRANKLIN, July 9, 1785.

MR. JEFFERSON, July 28, 1785.
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This term of a year is doubtless to be computed from

10th September last, for as the Prussian Minister ap-

pears to have signed it last, and it was not until then

complete, there can be no room for the questions that

might have otherwise arisen on this subject.

All which is. submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.

NINTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONGRESS,

ADDRESSED TO JOHN JAY SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS.

Sir,

We have the honor to transmit to Congress, by Mr.

Fitzhugh, the treaty between the United States and the

King of Prussia, signed separately by your Ministers, at

the several places of their residence, and by the Baron

de Thulemeier at the Hague, in English and French, and

exchanged at the Hague in presence ofMessrs. Short and

Dumas. As this treaty may be of considerable impor-

tance to the United States, and will certainly promote

their reputation, it is certainly to be wished, that the ra-

tification may be exchanged and the publication made as

soon as possible. The admission of our privateers into

the Prussian ports by a treaty signed at the moment of

the negotiation of a league in which Brandenburg and

Hanover are parties, is a little remarkable. It certainly

merits the consideration of Congress and the States.

With great respect, &tc.

London, 2nd October, 1785. JOHN ADAMS.

Paris, llth October, 1785. THOS. JEFFERSON.
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PROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO JOHN JAY.

Grosvener Square, April 25, 1786.

Sir,

Soon after our meeting together in London, we had a

conference with the Secretary of State for Foreign Af-

fairs, in which we communicated to him, the joint com-

mission of Congress, for negotiating a treaty of com-

merce with Great Britain, and left an attested copy of it

in the hands of his Lordship. At the same time his

Lordship was informed that as the commission was li-

mited to two years duration, which would expire on the

12th of May, we should be ready to confer upon the sub-

ject of it with his Majesty's Ministers, but as one of us

would be obliged to return in a short time to Paris, it

was wished that an early opportunity might be taken to

see upon what points we could agree, and to discuss

those in which at first we might differ. His Lordship

after harping a little on the old string, the insufficiency of

the powers of Congress to treat and compel compliance

with treaties, said he would lay the matter before the

Ministry and the King. In a few days his Lordship

meeting one of us, proposed in his own name and that of

Mr. Pitt, that as the project already communicated con-

tained many political regulations, we should propose a

project of a treaty merely commercial. The next day

at the office, it was said to the under Secretary of State,

Mr. Frasier, his Lordship not being there, that the pro-

ject already prepared, was in our opinion the best that

could be proposed for the mutual interest of the two na-

tions, but if any part of it were objectionable in the

minds of the; Ministry, we were ready to enter into a
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candid disquisition of them and to receive any counter

project, which might contain the sense of the cabinet,

but until we know which articles were objected to, it would

be vain for us to attempt a new draft. We could only

repeat the proposition of the former one. Mr. Frasier

reported this conversation to his principal, who directed

him to write us that as the former project contained many

political regulations, his Lordship wished to receive a plan of

a treaty merely commercial, we accordingly sent five or

six articles of the former plan and proposed them as a

treaty of commerce, which we suppose would be a good

one, and except in one point as complete as we can ex-

pect. The point we mean is the privilege of ships built

in the United States. It is much to be wished that such

ships might enjoy in the British dominions as ample pri-

vileges as British built ships, whether owned or navi-

gated by Americans or not, and we should now add an

article to that purpose, if there was the smallest symptom
of an intimation to treat at all. But there is not. There

is no party nor individual here in favor of a treaty; but

upon the principle that the United States will retaliate,

if there is not one. All agree that if America will suf-

fer England to pocket (that is the expression) all her na-

vigation, England would be unwise not to avail herself

of the advantage.

The negotiation with Portugal is brought to a conclu-

sion, as far as her Minister here has authority to proceed.

We propose to execute the treaty, and hope to see the

counterpart executed by the Chevalier de Pinto, before

our commission expires. The treaty itself, shall be trans-

mitted to Congress as soon as it is finished, and we shall

VOL. n43
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not trouble you with a tedious detail of projects and

counter-projects. Yet the enclosed copies of parts of a

letter, concerning flour and privateering and contraband,

may be necessary for our justification.

We have the honor to enclose copies of letters from

Mr. Carmichael of the 5th April, from Mr. Barclay of

the 5th April, from the Count d'Espilly and Mr. Lamb

to Mr. Carmichael, dated Algiers 26th March.

We have every reason to fear that the negotiations

with the Turks will be very tedious and expensive upon

the present plan, and without success. Our commission

to Constantinople expires in a few days, and we have no

new commission to this power, which enables us to find

agents ;
and indeed the Sublime Porte is so great a power,

that its dignity would be offended if such a measure were

attempted. There are reasons to expect that a Minister

to that Court would be well received, and that our com-

merce and naval stores would be then an object.

With great respect, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO THE MARQ.UIS OF CAR-

MARTHEN.

Grosvenor Square, April 4, 1786.

My Lord,

Agreeably to your Lordship's request, expressed to

one of us in conversation, and again communicated to us

through Mr. Frasier, we have drawn up the enclosed pro-
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ject of a treaty of commerce, which we do ourselves the

honor to propose to the consideration of his Majesty's

Ministers.

We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
THOS. JEFFERSON.

ARTICLE i. The subjects of his Britannic Majesty

may frequent all the coasts and countries, bays, harbors,

creeks, rivers and ports, of the United States of America,

and reside and trade there in all sorts of produce, manu-

factures and merchandize, in ready built ships, and shall

pay, within the said United States, no other or greater

duties, charges or fees, whatsoever, than the natural born

citizens of the United States themselves, are or shall be

obliged to pay ;
and they shall enjoy all the rights, privi-

leges and exemptions, in trade, navigation and commerce,

which the natural born citizens of the said United States

do, or shall enjoy.

ARTICLE n. In like manner, the citizens of the United

States of America may frequent all the coasts and coun-

tries, bays, harbors, creeks, rivers and ports, of his Bri-

tannic Majesty, and reside and trade there in all sorts of

produce, manufactures and merchandize, and shall pay in

the dominions of his said Majesty, no other or greater

duties, charges or fees, whatsoever, than the natural born

subjects of Great Britain are or shall be obliged to pay ;

and they shall enjoy all the rights, privileges and exemp-

tions, in trade, navigation and commerce, which the na-

tural born subjects of Great Britain do, or shall enjoy ;
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saving, nevertheless, to the chartered companies trading

to the East Indies and to Hudson Bay, their rights.

ARTICLE in. More especially, each party shall have

a right to carry all kinds of produce, manufactures and

merchandize, of whatever place they may be the growth

or manufacture, in their own vessels, navigated by their

own or any other seamen, to any parts of the dominions

of the other, where it shall be lawful for all persons free-

ly to purchase them, and thence to take produce, manu-

factures and merchandize, of whatever place or growth,

which all persons shall, in like manner, be free to sell

them, paying, in both cases, such duties, charges and

fees, only, as are or shall be paid by the natural born

subjects of Great Britain, in the dominions of his Bri-

tannic Majesty, and the natural bom citizens of the said

United States within their dominions; nevertheless, each

party reserves to itself the right to prohibit, in their re-

spective countries, the exportation or importation of any

species of goods or commodities whatsoever. In this

case, the subjects or citizens of either of the contracting

parties, shall not import or export the merchandize pro-

hibited by the other. But if one of the contracting par-

ties permits any person of their own or any other nation

to import or export the same merchandize, the citizens or

subjects of the other shall immediately enjoy the same

liberty.

ARTICLE iv. His Britannic Majesty and the United

States of America, agree that this treaty shall be in

force during years from the exchange of ratifica-

tions
;
and that this treaty shall be ratified on both sides,

and the ratifications exchanged within one year from

the day of its signatures.
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ARTICLE v. The contracting parties grant to each

other the liberty of having, each in the ports of the

other, Consuls, Vice Consuls, agents and commissaries,

of their own appointment. But if any such Consuls

shall exercise commerce, they shall be submitted to the

same laws and usages to which the private individuals

of their nation are submitted in the same place.

FROM THE COMMISSIONERS TO JOHN JAY.

Grosveuor Square, March 28, 1786.

Sir,

Soon after the arrival of Mr. Jefferson in London, we

had a conference with the Ambassador of Tripoli, at his

house.

The amount of all the information we can obtain from

him, was, that a perpetual peace was in all respects the

most advisable, because a temporary treaty would leave

room for increasing demands upon every renewal of it,

and a stipulation for annual payments would be liable to

failures of performance, which would renew the war,

repeat the negotiations, and continually augment the

claims of his nation, and the difference of expence would

by no means be adequate to the inconvenience, since

12,500 guineas to his constituents, with ten per cent

upon that sum for himself, must be paid if the treaty was

made for only one year.

That 30,000 guineas for his employers and 3,000

for himself, was the lowest terms upon which a perpetual

peace could be made, and that this must be paid in cash

on the delivery of the treaty signed by his Sovereign ;

that no kind of merchandizes could be accepted.
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That Tunis would treat upon the same terms, but he

could not answer for Algiers or Morocco.

We took the liberty to make some enquiries concern-

ing the ground of their pretensions to make war upon

nations who had done them no injury, and observed that

we considered all mankind as our friends who had done

us no wrong, nor had given us any provocation.

The Ambassador answered us, that it was founded on

the laws of their Prophet, that it was written in their

koran, that all nations who should not have acknow-

ledged their authority, were sinners, that it was their

right and duty to make war upon them wherever they

could be found, and to make slaves of all they could

take as prisoners, and that every Mussulman who was

slain in battle was sure to go to Paradise.

That it was a law, that the first who boarded an

enemy's vessel should have one slave more than his

share with the rest, which operated as an incentive to the

most desperate valor and enterprize, that it was the

practice of their corsairs to bear down upon a ship, for

each sailor to take a dagger in each hand and another in

his mouth, and leap on board, which so terrified their

enemies that very few ever stood against them
;
that he

verily believed the devil assisted his countrymen, for

they were almost always successful. We took time to

consider, and promised an answer, but we can give him

no other, than that the demands exceed our expectation,

and that of Congress, so much, that we can proceed no

further without fresh instructions.

There is but one possible way that we know of to pro-

cure the money, if Congress should authorize us to go to

the necessary expense, and that is, to borrow it in Hoi-
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land. We are not certain it can be had there, but if

Congress should order us to make the best terms we can

with Tunis, Tripoli and Morocco, and to procure this

money wherever we can find it, upon terms like those of

the last loan in Holland, our best endeavor shall be used

to remove this formidable obstacle out of the way of the

prosperity of the United States.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Paul R. Randall,

Esq. at Barcelona, the last from Mr. Barclay was dated

Bayonne. It is hoped we shall soon have news from

Algiers and Morocco, and we wish it may not be made

more disagreeable than this from Tunis and Tripoli.

JOHN ADAMS,
THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Report of John Jay on a joint letter from Messrs.

Adams and Jefferson.

Office for Foreign Affairs, 7

May 29, 1786. 5

The Secretary of the United States for the department

of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a joint let-

ter from Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson of 28th March

last, together with a motion of the honorable Mr.

Pinckney on the subject of it, Reports :

That those gentlemen in this letter mention that in a

conference with the Ambassador of Tripoli, he informed

them,
" that 12,500 guineas to his constituents, with ten

per cent, on that sum for himself, must be paid if the

treaty was made for only a period of one year.

That thirty thousand guineas for his employers, and
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three thousand for himself were the lowest terms, on

which a perpetual peace could be made.

That TUNIS would treat on the same terms, but that

he could not answer for Algiers or Morocco.

They further observe that if Congress should order

them to make the best terms they can with Tunis, Tri-

poli, Algiers and Morocco, and to procure the money
wherever they can find if, upon terms like those of the

last loan in Holland, their best endeavors should be

used, &c.

The motion in question proposes an instruction confor-

mable to the above suggestion.

Two questions seem to arise on this letter :

1st. Whether those Ministers shall.be authorized and

instructed to make the best terms with those powers.

2nd. Whether they shall be authorized and instructed

to endeavor to borrow money in Europe for the purpose.

Your Secretary thinks full confidence may be reposed

in the integrity and discretion of those Ministers, and

therefore is of opinion, that it would be expedient to leave

the terms of the proposed treaties to their prudence.

As to authorizing and instructing them to endeavor to

borrow money for the purpose in Europe, your Secretary

much doubts the policy of it.

The probability of their borrowing so much money ap-

pears questionable.

Because those nations to whom our war with the Bar-

bary States is not disagreeable, will be little inclined to

lend us money to put an end to it.

Because no funds are yet provided for paying even the

interest of our former loans, either foreign or domestic.
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Because the payments due to France, though pressed,

have not been completed.

Because the reluctance of the States to pay taxes, or

to comply with the economical requisitions of Congress,

or to give efficacy to their federal Government, are topics

of common conversation in Europe.

If a loan should be attempted and not succeed, the

credit and respectability of the United States would be

diminished by the attempt.

Your Secretary thinks, that neither individuals nor States

should borrow money without the highest probability at

least ofbeing able punctually to repay it; and that States

should never attempt a loan, without having previously

formed and arranged adequate funds for its discharge.

It appears to your Secretary, improper to open such a

loan, even if the success of it were certain.

Because, as the federal Government, in its present

state, is rather paternal and persuasive, than coercive and

efficient, Congress can make no certain dependence on

the States for any specific sums to be required and paid

at any given periods, and consequently are not in capacity

safely to pledge -their honor and their faith for the repay-

ment of any specific sums they may borrow, at any given

period, which must be the case if they should make this

or any other loan.

Because, as the people or generality will never pro-

vide for the public expenses, unless when moved thereto

by constitutional coercion, or by the dictates of reason,

or by their feelings; and as the first of these motives is

here out of the question, your Secretary thinks it proba-

ble that the States, on being applied to, will be more dis-

posed to supply money to purchase these treaties of

VOL. ii. 44
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peace, while they feel the evils resulting from the war,

than they will to supply money to repay borrowed sums,

when all their fears and dangers from Sallee rovers, Al-

gerine corsairs, and the pirates of Tunis and Tripoli, are

vanished and gone.

For these reasons your Secretary is much inclined to

think that a fair and accurate state of the matter should

be transmitted to the States that they should be inform-

ed that the sum of will be necessary to pur-

chase treaties from the Barbary States, and that until

such time as they furnish Congress with their respective

proportions of that sum, the depredations of those bar-

barians will, in all probability, continue and increase.

All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON,
ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE FORMATION OF

TREATIES OF AMITY AND COMMERCE, AND MIN-

ISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY TO FRANCE,

WITH

THE ANSWERS OF JOHN JAY,
SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, March 15, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor of transmitting to you, herewith en-

closed, an extract from the journal of Congress, respect-

ing your appointment to represent the United States at

the Court of Versailles, as their Minister. On which be

pleased to accept my sincere congratulations.

The next packet will bring you a letter of credence,

and such other papers as this appointment may, in the

opinion of Congress, render proper.

Mr. Randall, \vho is the bearer of this, has also in

charge a packet 6f newspapers, directed to Mr. Adams,

Dr. Franklin, and yourself.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs, >

March 22, 1785. $

Sir,

The packet being still here, I have the honor of trans-

mitting to you, herewith enclosed, your commission and

letter of credence. Mr. Randall, who goes as a passen-

ger in the packet, has my other letters, and will be the

bearer of this. Permit me to recommend him to your

attention.

I have the honor to be &c.

JOHN JAY.

Extract from the Secret Journal of Congress.

March 22, 1785.

" The Secretary for Foreign Affairs, reported the

following commission to Mr. Jefferson, to which the seal

was affixed.

The United States of America in Congress assembled,

to our trusty and well beloved Thomas Jefferson, Esq.

send greeting :

We, reposing special trust and confidence in your in-

tegrity, prudence and ability, have nominated, constitu-

ted and appointed, and by these presents do nominate,

constitute and appoint you, the said Thomas Jefferson,

our Minister Plenipotentiary to reside at the Court of his

most Christian Majesty ;
and do give you full power and

authority there to represent and to do and perform all

such matters and things as to the said place or office doth

appertain, or as may by our instructions be given unto
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you in charge. This commission to continue in force for

the space of three years from this day, unless sooner re-

voked.

In testimony whereof we have caused the seal of .the

United States to be hereunto affixed. Witness his

Excellency Richard Henry Lee, President, at the

city of New York, this tenth day of March, one

thousand seven hundred and eighty five, and of our

sovereignty and independence the ninth.

RICHARD HENRY LEE.
Attest : CHARLES THOMPSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

oreign Affa

April 15, 1785

Sir,

Mr. Randall who sailed in the last French packet, was

charged with despatches for you, and other Ministers.

Among them were your commission, &c. to succeed Dr.

Franklin at the Court of Versailles.

The probability of your now being in England renders

it less necessary and perhaps expedient that I should not

go into minute details : especially as this letter would in

that case pass through the British Post Office.

I enclose a "statement of the duties payable by vessels

of the United States in the ports of Marseilles, Bayonne,
L'Orient and Dunkirk.

" You may find it useful on se-

veral occasions.

Two of the commissioners lately appointed for the

treasury, viz : Mr. Osgood and Mr. Walter Livingston,

have accepted and proceeded to business. The third.
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viz: Mr. Gervais, of South Carolina, having declined,

another will soon be elected to supply his place. So

we may hope soon to see the affairs of that department

arranged and regulated.

The making adequate provision for our debts, and

other exigencies of government, has been too long de-

layed and still meets with obstacles. An opinion of the

necessity of it however gains ground, and I flatter myself
will eventually become general and operative.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 11, 1785-

Sir,

I was honored, on the 2d instant, with the receipt of

your favor of March 15th, enclosing the resolution of

Congress of the 10th of the same month, appointing me

their Minister Plenipotentiary at this Court
;
and also of

your second letter of March 22d, covering the commis-

sion and letter of credence for that appointment.

I beg permission, through you, sir, to testify to Con-

gress my gratitude for this new mark of their favor, and

my assurances of endeavoring to merit, by a faithful dis-

charge of the duties annexed to it.

Fervent zeal is all which I can be sure of carrying into

their service, and where I fail through a want of those

powers which nature and circumstances deny me, I shall

rely on their indulgence, and much also on the candor

with which your goodness will present my proceedings to

their eye. The kind terms in which you are pleased to
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notify this honor to me, require my sincere thanks. I

beg you to accept them, and to be assured of the perfect

esteem with which I have the honor to be, sir, &c.

TH. JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 15, 1785.

Sir,

As it frequently happens that we cannot meet with

passengers going hence to the packet, to whom we may
commit our letters, and it may be often necessary to write

to you on subjects improper for the inspection of this

Government, to which the letters by post are subject, I

have made out a cypher, which I now enclose, and de-

liver to young Mr. Adams, who will have the honor of

delivering you this.

The plate and impression have been made under my
own eye, with circumstances of such caution as may give

you the most perfect confidence in it.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH. JEFFERSON.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

June 15, 1785. >

Sir,

I have had the honor of receiving the joint letters

from Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklin, and yourself, with their

several enclosures of December, 1784, and 9th Feb-

ruary, 18th March and 13th April, 1785.
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At present, I am not charged with communicating to

you any instructions of Congress on the subjects of them,

though it is possible they may give occasion to some.

I have now the honor of transmitting to you, herewith

enclosed, a letter from Congress to his most Christian

Majesty ;
and for your satisfaction, I also enclose a copy

of it. Permit me to hint, that as the United States have

a Minister Plenipotentiary residing at the Court of Ver-

sailles, it is natural for them to expect one from thence.

I have directed a packet of the latest newspapers, to

be prepared and sent with this, from which, you will be

enabled to acquire a knowledge of the most material

public occurrences in detail.

Our commercial people grow uneasy and dissatisfied

with restrictions on our foreign trade, and particularly,

with the British dominions. This uneasiness promotes the

system of perfecting our Union, and strengthening the

Federal Government. There is reason to hope that the

legislatures,
in the ensuing winter sessions, will direct

much of their attention to these important objects.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

July 13, 1785. $

Sir,

Since mine to you of the 15th June last, which men-

tioned to you the receipt of such of your letters as had

then come to hand, I have not been favored with any from
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you. Those letters were immediately laid before Con-
gress, and are still under their consideration. Whether

any, and what further resolutions or instructions will re-

sult from their deliberations, is as yet, uncertain
; and,

therefore, lest their sentiments and mine should clash,

I forbear saying any thing officially on the subject for the

present.

The convention respecting Consuls, or rather a copy
of it, sent by Doctor Franklin, has also been received,

and laid before Congress ; they have taken it into con-

sideration, but have as yet come to no resolutions.

We have intelligence (which, though not entirely au-

thentic, is believed by many,) that the British are entic-

ing our people to settle lands within our lines, under

their government and protection, by gratuitous supplies

of provisions, implements of husbandry, &cc. The truth

of this report will soon be ascertained
;

I wish it may

prove groundless ;
if true, the evacuation of the frontier

posts is not to be expected, and another war is to be

looked and prepared for.

We suppose, but have not heard, that Mr. Adams is

in London. We are anxious to receive letters from him,

and to learn with certainty, the intentions of that Court,

with respect to those posts, and other interesting subjects.

M. Gardoqui has at length arrived. He is charged

with the affairs of Spain, with Plenipotentiary powers.

Congress appointed Governor Livingston to succeed

Mr. Adams at the [Hague, but he declining it, they have

since elected Governor Rutledge, whose answer cannot

be expected for some time yet.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Foreign Affaii

August 13, 1785
Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

Dear Sir,

Since the date of my last to you, which was the 13th

ultimo, I have been honored with your joint letter of the

llth May, and with two others from you of the same

date.

As yet, Congress have not communicated to me any

resolutions on the subjects of the several letters from their

Ministers, which have been received and laid before them,

and the convention respecting consular powers, is still

under their consideration.

The Board of Commissioners for the Treasury is now

complete, Congress having been pleased to appoint Mr.

Arthur Lee to be one of them.

The answer of Governor Rutledge, who has been

elected for the Hague, has not yet come to hand.

A requisition on the States, for supplies, is preparing,

and it is thought will pass in the course of the next

month. If punctually complied with, it will greatly re-

establish our credit with those who entertain doubts

respecting it.

Our harvest is good, and though the productions of

the country are plenty, yet they bear a high cash price

so that the complaint of the want of money in the coun-

try, is less well founded, than a complaint of distrust and

want of credit between man and man would be, for the

apprehension of paper money alarms those who have any

thing to lend, while they who have debts to pay, are

zealous advocates of the measure. Until that matter is
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decided, there will be little credit, and I sometimes think

the less the better.

The letters I have received from Mr. Adams, were

written immediately after his presentation, and contain

nothing of business, so that our suspense on certain in-

teresting points, still continues.

I herewith enclose, by order of Congress, some pa-

pers on the subject of our trade with the French, which

it may be useful for you to know the contents of; and

also some late newspapers, which, though not very inter-

esting, may not be altogether useless.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, June 17, 1785.

Sir,

I had the honor of addressing you on the llth of

last month, by young Mr. Adams, who sailed in the

packet of that month : that of the present is likely to be

retarded to the first of July, if not longer.

On the 14th of May, I communicated to the Count de

Vergennes my appointment as Minister Plenipotentiary

to this Court, and on the 17th delivered my letter of cre-

dence to the King, at a private audience, and went

through the other ceremonies usual on such occasions.

We have reason to expect that Europe will enjoy

peace another year. The negotiations between the Em-

peror and United Netherlands have been spun out to an

unexpected length, but there seems little doubt but that

they will end in peace.

Whether the exchange projected between the Empe-
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ror and Elector of Bavaria, or the pretensions of the

former, in his line of demarcation with the Ottoman

Porte, will produce war, is yet uncertain. If either of

them does, this country will probably take part in it, to

prevent a dangerous accession of power to the house of

Austria. The zeal with which they have appeared to

negotiate a peace between Holland and the Empire, seems

to prove that they do not apprehend being engaged in

war against the Empire or any other power, because, if

they had such an apprehension, they would not wish to

deprive themselves of the assistance of the Dutch : and

their opinion on this subject is better evidence than the

details we get from the newspapers, and must weigh

against the affected delays of the Porte, as to the line of

demarcation, the change in their Ministry, their prepara-

tions for war, and other symptoms of like aspect.

This question is not altogether uninteresting to us.

Should this country be involved in a continental war,

while differences are existing between us and Great Bri-

tain, the latter might carry less moderation into the ne-

gotiations for settling them.

I send you herewith the gazettes of Leyden and that

of France for the last two months. The latter, because

it is the best in this country ;
the former, as being the

best in Europe. The Courier de 1'Europe you will get

genuine from London, as reprinted here it is of less

worth.

Should your knowledge of the newspapers of this

country lead you to wish for any other, I shall take the

greatest pleasure in adding to the regular transmissions

of the two others, which J shall make you in future.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH : JEFFERSON.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, September 14, 1785.

Dear Sir,

Your joint letters of the llth November and De-

cember, 1784, were received by Congress. I have had

the honor of receiving other joint ones of 9th February,

13th April, llth May, and 18th June, last; and also

three from you, viz: two of the llth May, and one of

the 17th June, last.

By the last packet, I had the pleasure of writing two

letters to you of the 13th August, 1785, which I hope
have come safe to your hands.

As yet, I have heard nothing of or from Captain Lamb,
who was the bearer of several important papers relative

to our affairs with the Barbary States.

Your correspondence with Mr. Adams, doubtless, fur-

nishes you with ample information relative to the objects

of his Legation. His letters to me were dated at a time

when he had not yet entered on business. His reception

is satisfactory, and I wish the result of his negotiations

may be equally so. In my opinion, we have little to ex-

pect from the liberal policy of that Court: If we obtain

justice from them, my expectations will be fulfilled; but

even of that, I am not without my doubts.

I wish it was in my power to enter minutely into the

subjects of your letters, but it is not. They still remain,

with my reports on some of them, under the considera-

tion of Congress ;
so that at present, I am not enabled to

convey to you their sentiments respecting those matters.

At present they are employed in forming a requisition

for supplies when completed, you shall have a copy

of it.
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The affair of Longchamps is agreeably terminated.

His most Christian Majesty will not persist in that de-

mand, and the paper containing it has been returned to

M. de Marbois, in consequence of a conference I had

with him on that subject. I admire the wisdom of the

French Minister in forbearing to press this point. It

would have produced discontent, without answering use-

ful purposes. I am sure he has gained more with us by

this temperate and prudent conduct, than could possibly

have been done by harsh and irritating measures.

Governor Rutledge declines going to Holland, so that

it is yet uncertain who will succeed Mr. Adams there.

The vacant seat at the Treasury Board, has been given

to Mr. A. Lee. That Board is now full, and consists of

Mr. Osgood, Mr. Walter Livingston and Mr. A. Lee.

A Court to decide the controversy between Massachu-

setts and New York, is to meet this fall at Williamsburgh.

It is much to be wished that all our boundaries were ad-

justed ;
and that the vigor of Government may abate the

rage for making new States out of parcels of the old,

which prevails in some of them. North Carolina and

this State, suffer by such unauthorized proceedings, and

Massachusetts has her fears. Our Federal Government

wants power, and is, in may respects, inadequate to its

objects. Much is expected from the ensuing sessions of

the Legislature ; but, for my part, I think the love of

popularity restrains many from promoting the measures

which, though essential to the public welfare, may not be

pleasant to the many whose views and wishes are chiefly

personal.

The papers herewith enclosed, are a copy of a letter

to me from Mr. Shaw, and a letter from me to his Ex-

cellency the President, respecting it. Congress adopted



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 361

the opinion I expressed in the letter, and referred it to me

to take order. As both letters are particular and in de-

tail, it would be useless to repeat in this, what you will

6nd in them.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, September 15, 1785.

Sir,

I herewith enclose a letter from Count de Vergennes,

and also a copy of it for your perusal and information.

Although certain circumstances have left to M. de Mar-

bois, a less share in the confidence and attachment of our

people, than it was in his power to have acquired, yet,

his conduct as Charge d'Affaires having been unexcep-

tionable, he merited, and has received commendation

for it. He is still here, and until his departure, Mr.

Otto will probably postpone entering on the business of

his place. The idea of Chevalier de la Luzerne's re-

turn still prevails, and I think it would be useful that he

should, because it is generally thought that his private

sentiments and wishes are friendly to this country. It is

much in the power of Ministers to cherish or diminish

harmony ;
and it is much to be wished that France may

send none here, who may be more disposed to blame

than to approve. The Chevalier already possesses rank

and character, and therefore is not exposed to tempta-

tions to endeavor to raise himself by the means of the

first step he may meet with, whether clean or otherwise.

I am, dear sir, &c. JOHN JAY.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, July 12, 1785.

Sir,

My last letter to you was dated the 17th of June.

The present serves to cover some papers put into my
hands by Captain Paul Jones. They respect an ancient

matter, which is shortly this.

While captain Jones was hovering on the coast of

England, in the year 1779, a British pilot, John Jack-

son by name, came on board him, supposing him to be

British. Captain Jones found it convenient to detain

him as a pilot, and, in the action with the Serapis, which

ensued, this man lost his arm. It is thought that this

gives him a just claim to the same allowance with others

who have met with the like misfortune in the service of

the United States. Congress alone being competent to

this application, it is my duty to present the case to their

consideration, which I beg leave to do through you.

Doctor Franklin will be able to give you so perfect a

statement of all transactions relative to his particular

office in France, as well as to the subjects included in

our general commission, that it is unnecessary for me to

enter on them. His departure, with the separate situa-

tion of Mr. Adams and myself, will render it difficult to

communicate to you the future proceedings of the com-

mission, as regular as they have been heretofore. We
shall do it, however, with all the punctuality practicable,

either separately or jointly, as circumstances may require

and admit.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM PAUL JONES TO B. FRANKLIN.

Paris, September 23, 1785.

Sir,

I return you enclosed the letter addressed to you by
John Jackson, pilot of Hull, dated at Hull the 16th Octo-

ber 1780. The certificate joined with that letter is (at

least in substance) a copy of the one I gave him at the

Texel, after his arm had been amputated and he had re-

covered. It does however, I observe, take notice that a

second pilot boat came off from the Spurn immediately

after that belonging to Jackson. I had occasion to de-

tain both of these boats, and it was on board the second

that the partner of Jackson embarked from the Bon

Homme Richard, before the action with the Serapis.

The second lieutenant of the Bon Homme Richard was

with 20 men, all the time of the battle on board Jack-

son's pilot boat at a distance, and when I found it impos-

sible to prevent the Bon Homme Richard from sinking,

Jackson's pilot was of singular service in saving the men,

particularly the wounded, some of whom I am persuaded

would have been drowned, had I been without that

means of saving them.

Humanity and justice require that I should earnestly

recommend that unfortunate man, John Jackson, for a

reward for the important service he performed, and the

great loss and suffering he sustained. I thought, and I

think still he merited half pay as a pilot in the service of

the United States, which I believe is six dollars per

month.

I have the honor to be, fee.

PAUL JONES.
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FROM JOHN JACKSON TO THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR AT

THE COURT OF FRANCE.

Hull, October 16, 1780.

Sir,

This is to certify by the copy you will receive en-

closed, that John Jackson, a pilot of the town of Kings-

ton upon Hull in England, was on board Captain Paul

Jones in the action of 22nd September, 1779, in which

the said John Jackson, the pilot, had the misfortune to

lose an arm in the action, therefore Mr. Paul Jones gave

John Jackson, an hundred ducats, and at the same time

promised him, that he should be paid by the American

Ambassador at the Court of France half pay of a pilot,

the remainder of his life, to commence from the 22nd

day of September, 1779, payable every six months,

therefore humbly begs you will take his case into consi-

deration, that he may be paid agreeably to Mr. Paul

Jones' writing as he is rendered incapable of getting

bread for his poor family.

Witness his hand this 16th October, 1780,

Who is sir, &,c. his

JOHN X JACKSON.
mark.

Witness :

BENJAMIN LISTER,

WILLIAM ANDREW.

N. B. The mayor of this town has taken the real writ-

ing from me by which me and my family are very much

distressed.

his

JOHN X JACKSON.
mark.
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If it please your Excellency to send me any thing at

present, I shall be obliged to you to direct it for John

Jackson, to be left for him at Captain Ary de Jong, one

of the Hull traders at Ostend.*

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, November 2, 1785.

Sir,

My last to you was of the 15th September, since

which I have been honored with yours of the 12th July

by Doctor Franklin. He arrived at Philadelphia in as

good health as when he left France
;
but travelling by

land being painful to him, we have not had the pleasure

of seeing him here.

We have been for some time past, looking in vain, for

a French packet. Late advices of the Algerines having

commenced hostilities against the United States, make us

anxious to receive letters from you, and to know whether

Captain Lamb is still absent. Duplicates of the papers

he was charged with, will be sent to-morrow, to Mr.

Adams, by a passenger in the English packet.

The English give us some trouble on our eastern bor-

ders, the true river St. Croix is disputed, and they wish

to extend their jurisdiction to lands actually held by
Massachusetts. Mr. Adams has instructions to represent

this matter to the British Court, and endeavor to get the

dispute amicably terminated.

For letter of Doctor Franklin and other papers on this subject,

see page 81 et seq. of this vol.
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Our frontier posts still remain occupied by British gar-

risons, nor are we informed when they will be evacuated.

The late requisition of Congress has been sent you;

another copy, and the subsequent public papers accom-

pany this. The measures of the legislatures at their

ensuing sessions, will be very interesting ;
and you shall

be informed of them.

The convention respecting Consuls still lays before

Congress, and I have as yet no orders on that subject.

, Mr. Houdon is the bearer of this. Congress think cf

employing him, but he is not prepared to make an esti-

mate of the expense of the statue they have voted, so

that this matter must rest for the present.

A federal court, to decide the claims of Massachusetts

on the part ofNew York, is forming; and there is reason to

hope that disagreeable business will be finally concluded.

I have the honor to be, See.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 14, 1785.

Sir,

I was honored, on the 22d ultimo, with the receipt of

your letter of June 15th, and delivered the letter therein

enclosed, from the President of Congress, to the King.

I took an opportunity of asking the Count de Vergennes

whether the Chevalier Luzerne proposed to return to

America? He answered me that he did, and that he was

here for a time, only to arrange his private affairs. Of

course this stopped my proceeding further, in compliance
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with the hint in your letter. I knew that the Chevalier

Luzerne still retained the character of Minister to Con-

gress, which occasioned my premising the question I did.

But notwithstanding the answer, which indeed was the

only one the Count de Vergennes could give me, I be-

lieve, that it is not expected that the Chevalier will return

to America
;
that he is waiting an appointment here to

some of their embassies or some other promotion, and in

the meantime, as a favor, is permitted to retain his former

character. Knowing the esteem borne him in America,

I did not suppose it would be wished that I should add

any thing which might occasion an injury to him, and the

rather, as I presumed that at this time there did not exist

the same reason for wishing the arrival of a Minister in

America, which perhaps existed there at the date of your

letter.

Count Adhemar has just arrived from London, on ac-

count of a paralytic disease with which he has been struck.

It does not seem improbable that his place will bfc sup-

plied, and perhaps by the Chevalier de la Luzerne.

A French vessel has lately refused the salute to a Bri-

tish armed vessel in the channel. The Charge d'Affaires

of Great Britain at this Court, (their Ambassador having

gone to London a few days ago,) made this the subject

of a conference with the Count de Vergennes on Tues-

day last. He told me that the Count explained the

transaction as the act of the individual master of the

French vessel, not founded in any public orders. His

earnestness and his endeavors to find terms sufficiently

soft to express the Count's explanation, had no tendency

to lessen any doubts I might have entertained on this

subject. I think it possible the refusal may have been
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by order ;
nor can I believe that Great Britain is in a

condition to resent it, if it was so. In this case we shall

see it repeated by France, and the example will then be

soon followed by other nations.

The news writers bring together this circumstance with

the departure of the French Ambassador from London,

and the English Ambassador from Paris, the manoeuvring

of a French fleet just off the channel, the collecting some

English vessels of war in the channel, the failure of a

commercial treaty between the two countries, a severe

arret here against English manufactures, as foreboding

war.

It is possible that the fleet of manoeuvre, the refusal

of the salute, and the English fleet of observation, may
have a connexion with one another. But I am persuaded

the other facts are totally independent of these and of

one another, and are accidentally brought together in

point of time. Neither nation is in a condition to go to

war. Great Britain indeed the least so of the two. The

latter power, or rather its monarch, as Elector of Hano-

ver, is lately confederated with the King of Prussia and

others of the Germanic body, evidently in opposition to

the Emperor's designs on Bavaria. An alliance too, be-

tween the Empress of Russia and Republic of Venice,

seems to have had him in view, as he had meditated some

exchange of territory with that Republic.

This desertion of the powers heretofore thought friend-

ly to him, seems to leave no issue for his ambition but on

the side of Turkey. His demarcation with that country

is still unsettled. His difference with the Dutch is cer-

tainly agreed. The articles are not yet made public :

perhaps not quite adjusted. Upon the whole, we may
count on another year of peace in Europe, and that our
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friends will .not within that time be brought into any em-

barrassments, which might encourage Great Britain to be

difficult in settling the points still unsettled between us.

You have doubtless seen in the papers that this Court

was sending two vessels into the South Sea, under the

conduct of a Captain Peyrouse. They give out that the

object is merely for the improvement of our knowledge
of the geopraphy of that part of the globe, and certain

it is that they carryjnen of eminence in different branches

of science. Their lading however, as detailed in

conversations, and some other circumstances, appeared to

me to indicate some other design ; perhaps that of colo-

nizing on the western coast of America, or perhaps only

to establish one or more factories there for the fur trade.

We may be little interested in either of these objects ;

but we are interested in another, that is to know whether

they are perfectly weaned from the desire of possessing

continental colonies in America. Events might arise,

which would render it very desirable for Congress to be

satisfied they have no such wish. If they would desire

a colony on the western side of America, I should not be

quite satisfied that they would refuse one which should

offer itself on the eastern side. Captain Paul Jones be-

ing at L'Orient, within a days journey of Brest, where

Captain Peyrouse's vessels lay, I desired him, if he could

not satisfy himself at L'Orient of the nature of this equip-

ment, that he would go to Brest for that purpose ;
con-

ducting himself so as to excite no suspicion, that we at-

tended at all to this expedition. His discretion can be

relied on, and his expenses for so short a journey, will

be a trifling price for satisfaction on this point. I hope

VOL. ii.~47
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therefore that my undertaking, that the expenses of his

journey shall be reimbursed him, will not be disapproved.

A gentleman lately arrived from New York, tells me

that he thinks it will be satisfactory to Congress to be in-

formed of the effect produced here, by the insult of

Longchamps to Monsieur de Marbois. Soon after my
arrival in France, last summer, it was the matter of a

conversation between the Count de Vergennes and my-
self. I explained to him the effect of the judgment

against Longchamps, he did not say that it was satisfacto-

ry, but neither did he say a word from which I could col-

lect, that it was not satisfactory. The conversation was

not official because foreign to the character in which I

then was. He has never mentioned a word on the sub-

ject to me since, and it was not for me to introduce it at any

time. I have never once heard it mentioned in conver-

sation by any person of this country, and have no reason

to suppose that there remains any uneasiness on the sub-

ject.
I have indeed been told that they had sent orders

to make a formal demand of Longchamps from Congress

and had immediately countermanded these orders. You

know whether this be true, if it be, I should suspect the

first orders to have been surprised from them by some

exaggeration, and that the latter was a correction of their

error, in the moment of further reflection; upon the whole

there certainly appears to me no reason to urge the

State in which the fact happened to any violation of their

laws, nor to set a precedent, which might hereafter be

used in cases more interesting to us than the late one.

In a late conversation with the Count de Vergennes,

he asked me if the condition of our finances was im-
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proving. He did not make an application of the ques-

tion to the arrearages of their interest, though, perhaps,

he meant that I should apply it; I told him the impost

still found obstacles, and explained to him the effects,

which I hoped from our land office.

Your letter of the 15th of April, did not come to hand

till the 27th ult.

I enclose a letter from Mr. Dumas to the President of

Congress, and accompany the present with the Leyden

Gazettes, and Gazette of France, from the date last sent

you to the present time.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 14, 1785.

Sir,

The letter of June 18th, signed by Doctor Franklin

and myself, is the last addressed to you from hence, on

the subjects of the general commission.

As circumstances rendered it necessary that the signa-

ture of the Prussian treaty, whenever it should be in

readiness, should be made separately, the intervention of

a person of confidence between the Prussian Plenipoten-

tiary and us, became also requisite. His office would be

to receive the duplicates of the treaty here, signed by

Doctor Franklin and myself, to carry them to London to

Mr. Adams, and to the Hague to Baron Thulemeier, for

their signature. Moreover, to take hence the original

of our full powers to show to Baron Thulemeier, and the
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copy of his, which he had before communicated to us, to

ask from him a sight of the original, to compare the copy
with it, and certify the latter to be true.

Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklin and myself, therefore, had

concluded to engage Mr. Short, (a gentleman of Vir-

ginia, who lives with me at present) to transact this busi-

ness, and to invest him with the character of Secretary

pro hac vice, in order that his signature of the truth of

the copy of Baron Thulemeier's full power might au-

thenticate that copy.

On the receipt of the letter No. 1, therefore, from

that Minister, Mr. Short set out hence with the neces-

sary papers. By a letter lately received from him, I

expect he left London for the Hague about the 10th in-

stant, and that the treaty is ultimately executed by this

time. In respect to the desire expressed by Baron Thu-

lemeier in the letter, we associated Mr. Dumas with

Mr. Short, to assist in the exchange of signatures, and

other ceremonies of execution. We agreed to bear Mr.

Short's expenses, and have thought that a guinea a day

(Sundays excluded) would be a proper compensation for

his trouble, and the necessary equipments for his jour-

ney, which could not enter into the account of travelling

expenses. I hope by the first safe conveyance to be

able to forward to you the original of the treaty.

No. 2 is my answer to Baron Thulemeier's letter; No.

3, our instructions to Mr. Short; and No. 4, our letter to

Mr. Dumas.

Mr. Lamb's delay gives me infinite uneasiness.

You will see, by the enclosed papers, No. 5, 6, and 7,

sent me by Mr. Carmichael, that the Emperor of Mo-

rocco, at the instance of the Spanish Court, has deli-

vered up the crew of the Betsey.
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No. 8, also received from Mr. Carmichael, is a list of

articles given the Emperor of Morocco the last year by
the States General.

It is believed that the Spanish negotiator at Algiers,

has concluded a peace with that State, and has agreed to

give them a million of dollars, besides a very considera-

ble quantity of things in kind.

The treaty meets with difficulties in the ratification
;

perhaps the exorbitance of the price may occasion them.

Rumors are spread abroad that they are pointing their

preparations at us. The enclosed paper, No, 9, is the

only colorable evidence of this, which has come to my
knowledge. I have proposed to Mr. Adams, that if Mr.

Lamb does not come, either in the French or English

packet then (August 6) next expected, to send some

person immediately to negotiate these treaties, on the

presumption that Mr. Lamb's purpose has been changed.

We shall still be at a loss for the instructions, of which

he is said to have been the bearer. I expect Mr.

Adams' answer on the subject.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

The Hague, July 19, 1785.

Sir,

The King has perfectly approved the plan of a treaty

of commerce and amity, with the United States of Ame-

rica, which has been the result of our common cares,
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and in the manner described at the end of the last letter

with which you honored me, dated 26th May of the

present year.

His Majesty is, moreover, willing that, agreeable to

your proposition, sir, and that of your colleagues, the

duration of the said treaty be in the first instance fixed to

ten years, and it is in consequence of my instructions that

the term, mentioned in the 27th article, has been express-

ed. He orders me now to proceed to the required signa-

ture with the Ministers of the United States of America,

and to direct, with their good pleasure, the introduction

conformable to that which has been used in the treaty of

commerce concluded with the King of Sweden.

The copy of the treaty herewith, which I purpose

signing in conformity to my full powers, comprehends

these different objects, and it only remains for me to re-

mind you, sir, of the proposition which I took the liberty

of making to you in my letter dated the 17th of June,

to authorize Mr. Dumas, Charge d'Affaires, to proceed

with me to the usual exchange.

The King only waits for the copy to which the Ameri-

can Plenipotentiaries shall have affixed their signatures,

to despatch this ratification in the usual manner.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

P. S. Shall I take the liberty of requesting you, sir, to

forward to America the letter herewith for General de

Steuben
;

it was sent to me by one of his female rela-

tions.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE BARON DE THULE-

MEIER.

Paris, July, 1785.

Sir,

I was honored with the receipt of your letter on the

24th instant, together with the French draft of the treaty

proposed as it ultimately meets his Majesty's approbation.

Doctor Franklin, our colleague, having assisted us through

the progress of this business, we were desirous he also

should join in the execution. Duplicate instruments

were therefore prepared, each divided into two columns,

in one of which we entered the English form, as it had

been settled between us, leaving the other blank to receive

the French, which we expected from you. In this state,

the Doctor, before his departure, put his signature and

seal to the two instruments. We have since put into

the blank column, the French form received from

you, verbatim. As we thought that such instruments

should not be trusted out of confidential hands, and

the bearer thereof, William Short, Esquire, hereto-

fore a member of the Council of the State of Virginia,

happened to be in Paris, and willing to give us his assist-

ance herein, they are delivered into his hands, with other

necessary papers, according to an arrangement previously

made between Mr. Adams, Doctor Franklin and myself.

He will proceed to London to obtain Mr. Adams' signa-

ture, and thence to the Hague, where we have, according

to your desire, associated Mr. Dumas with him, to concur

with you in the final execution.

It is with singular pleasure, I see this connexion fonn-
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ed by my country, with a sovereign whose character gives

a lustre to all the transactions of which he makes a part.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

Instructions from John Adams and Thomas Jefferson to

William Short.

Sir,

A treaty of amity and commerce between the United

States and his Majesty the King of Prussia having been

arranged with the Baron de Thulemeier, his Majesty's

Envoy Extraordinary at the Hague, specially empowered

for this purpose, and it being inconsistent with our duties

to repair to that place ourselves for the purpose of exe-

cuting and exchanging the instruments of treaty, we here-

by appoint you special secretary for that purpose.

You receive from Colonel Humphreys, Secretary of

our Legation, the original of our full powers, and a copy

of the same attested by him, the full power heretofore

communicated to us by the Baron de Thulemeier, and

the two instruments of treaty arranged between us, each

in two columns, the one in English and the other in

French, equally originals. From us you receive a letter

to Charles Dumas, Esq. for the United States

at the Hague, associating him with you, in the objects of

your mission.

You will proceed immediately to the Hague, and be-

ing arrived there, will deliver the letter to Mr. Dumas,

and proceed conjunctively with him in the residue of

your business, which is to be executed there.
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The original of our full powers is to be exhibited to

the Plenipotentiary of his Majesty the King of Prussia,

and the attested copy is to be left with him, you taking

back the original. You will in like manner ask an exhi-

bition of the original of his full powers, and also a copy

duly attested
; you will compare the copy with the ori-

ginal, and being satisfied of its exactness, you will return

the original and keep the copy. That you may be

under no doubt whether the full powers exhibited to you
be sufficient or not, you will receive from Col. Hum-

phreys those, which the Baron de Thulemeier heretofore

sent to us. If those which shall be exhibited, agree

with these in form or substance, they will be sufficient.

The full powers being approved on each side and ex-

changed, you will obtain the signature and seal of the

Prussian Plenipotentiary to the two instruments of treaty,

with which you are charged, and yourself and Mr. Dumas

will attest the same. One of those original instruments

will remain in the hands of the Prussian Plenipotentiary,

the other you will retain.

You will ask that the ratification of his Majesty the

King of Prussia be made known to us, as soon as it shall

have taken place, giving an assurance on our part, that

that of Congress shall also be communicated, so soon as

it shall have taken place when both ratifications shall be

known, measures may be concerted for exchanging them.

You will confer with the said Plenipotentiary on the ex-

pediency of keeping this treaty uncommunicated to the

public, until the exchange of ratifications and agree ac-

cordingly. You will then return to Paris, and re-deliver

to the Secretary of our Legation, our original full powers,

VOL. ii. 43
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the copies of those of Prussia beforementioned, and the

original instrument of the treaty which you shall have

retained.

(London) JOHN ADAMS.

(Paris) TH: JEFFERSON.

INSTRUCTIONS FROM JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEF-

FERSON TO CHARLES DUMAS.

Sir,

A treaty of amity and commerce between the United

States of America and his Majesty the King of Prussia,

having been arranged by us with the Baron de Thule-

meier, his JVIajesty's Envoy Extraordinary at the Hague,

specially empowered for this purpose ;
and it being in-

consistent with our other duties to repair to that place

ourselves, for the purpose of executing and exchanging

the instruments of treaty, we have delivered the same,

duly executed on our part, to the bearer hereof, William

Short, Esquire, to be by him carried, with other necessary

papers, to the Hague.

When arrived there, we ask and authorize you to

manage, in conjunction with him, the execution and ex-

change of the instruments of treaty, according to the in-

structions he receives from us, and will communicate to

you.

Your former attention to the interests of the United

States, and readiness to promote them, give us assurance

that you will not withhold them on the present occasion.

We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
TH: JEFFERSON
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FROM MR. CARMICHAEL TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Cadiz, July 19, 1785.

Sir,

I have now the pleasure to advise you, that the captain

and crew of the brig Betsy arrived here yesterday from

Barbary, with Mr. Salinas, and were immediately deli-

vered to me, to be disposed of as I, in my Consular ca-

pacity, may judge proper. They have already cost me
a good deal of money, and must cost me more, before

they can be shipped off, which will be as soon as possi-

ble. It seems to me the public is justly liable for all

these charges. However, since the Commissioners are

of a different opinion, we must see what can be done at

home. I this morning waited on Mr. Salinas, to return

him thanks, in the best Spanish I could muster, for the

friendly interposition of his Majesty and his own conduct in

this affair. He received me very politely, and desired me

to inform you of what he had done, adding, that he had

recommended the United States, in a particular manner

to the Emperor, who, however, must have an Envoy
and presents from them soon, or he will not be our friend.

The Brig was also ordered to be delivered up, but the cap-

tain informs me she is gone to wreck, and can never be re-

fitted for sea except at a greater expense than she is worth.

I shall endeavor to get what is remaining of the cargo.

I am alarmed on account of the Algerines. Their

peace with Spain has opened a large field to their pira-

cies ;
several of their cruisers are out, and I hear that

thirteen prizes have already passed the straits, chiefly

Portuguese, I imagine.

The Americans, I hope, are too much frightened al-
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ready to venture any vessels this way, especially during

the summer. They run some risk, however, even in the

more northern latitudes.

FROM LOUIS GOUBLOT TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL, CHARGE

D'AFFAIRES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO

HIS CATHOLIC MAJESTY.

Tanslation.

Sallee, June 25, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you, with very great plea-

sure, that in consequence of what I hinted in my last, of

the 10th instant, to Mr. Harrison, his Majesty, the Em-

peror of Morocco, has liberated captain Erwin and his

whole crew, whom he made a present of to Don Fran-

cisco de Salinas y Monino, his Catholic Majesty's Envoy
to his Imperial Majesty of Morocco, with order that the

vessel and cargo should be restored to the captain, who ar-

rived here yesterday from Morocco. He is to set out

the day after to-morrow for Tangiers, under the escort of

the Spanish Ambassador.

His Majesty, the Emperor of Morocco, has, moreover,

ordered that the Americans should be clothed for their

passage here, which has been performed, by furnishing

each of them with cloth for a complete suit.

Allow me to give my opinion of the motives, which

have induced the Emperor of Morocco to act so generous-

ly towards the United States.

Mr. Webster Blount, the Dutch Consul General, had

requested of him the American captives. He refused

him, telling him that he should only interest himself in
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behalf of his own nation. It was reasonable to conclude

from this, that the Emperor was not disposed to release

his prisoners so soon, notwithstanding, he released them

without ransom in another way. This is a political stroke

of the African Monarch, who, in my opinion, may be

actuated by two different motives, although at the same

time for his own particular benefit. He may, in the first

place, flatter himself, that by behaving generously on the

present occasion, he will, by that means, convince all the

Christian powers, that a Mahometan Prince is as suscep-

tible of humanity and civility, as the most polished nation

of Europe. For nothing more flatters the grandeur of

this Sovereign, than when he is praised on account of his

generosity towards the Christians ; yet notwithstanding,

he never loses sight, that by treating the Europeans

in general well, he obtains more profit than by using

them ill.

He may, in the second place, persuade himself that

the United States will not fail to treat with him ; and that

when they shall see that he has acted thus towards the

Americans, they will the more earnestly seek his friend-

ship, in a manner that will be beneficial to him.

However, I still continue to think, that unless Congress

speedily makes amicable propositions to this Sovereign,

it will be no matter of surprise, that his corsairs commit

fresh acts of hostility, against the American vessels.

However that may be, if hereafter you should conceive

me of any use in the affairs that may happen between the

United States and Morocco, I can only take the liberty

of again offering myself, with the same zeal that I have

already done, and, whilst I wait your Excellency's orders

to continue or suspend my correspondence on this subject,

I have the honor, &c.

LOUIS GOUBLOT.
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FROM THE COUNT DE FLORIDA BLANCA TO WILLIAM

CARMICHAEL.

Translation.

Sir,

Lieutenant Colonel Don Francisco Salinas y Monino,

whom the King has appointed his Envoy Extraordinary,

and Minister Plenipotentiary, at the Court of the King of

Morocco, informs me by letter, dated the 15th June,

that, having applied to his Majesty to order the Ameri-

cans, whom he detained as prisoners, to be delivered to

him, that Prince had granted it, and also the vessel in

which they were taken, saying that he wished to make

peace with the United States of America, by the media-

tion of the King of Spain.

I postponed giving you this information, until I could

confirm it by the actual delivery of those Americans and

their vessel, to the aforesaid Minister. He advises me on

the 9th July, that it was done, and that he had received

ten Americans, with their clothing, and also the brigan-

tine, but in a state not to be navigated. I communicate

this to you, adding that the said Americans are now at

Cadiz, at the disposition of their Consul, who should

also give orders respecting the brigantine left at Tangier.

The King derived much pleasure from the successful

issue of this negotiation, in which his Majesty has taken

the part which you have seen, in order to give the United

States this further proof of his friendship and good will,

and his Majesty remains disposed to continue them on

the occasions which may arise from this subject (in case

the United States should determine to avail themselves

of this overture of the King of Morocco, and authorize

you for it) and also upon all other occasions interesting

to those republics.
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Translation,

sx of Presents made by the States General to the

Emperor of Morocco, 1784.

69 Masts, from 50 to 91 feet in length.

24 Poles, from 36 to 54 do.

15 Cables, from 10 to 14 inches circumference, and

120 fathoms long.

15 do. from 6 to 8 do. 100 fathoms long.

97 different pieces large Cordage.

160 pieces smaller do. 100 fathoms each.

10 tarred do. 21 inches 100 fathoms.

150 balls of coarse Twine.

300 dozen Cords of 6 and 8 threads.

18 Sounding lines.

1000 fathoms from 2 to 42 threads.

50 pieces Iron Cannon 6 pounders with carriages and

1500 Bullets.

12 Anchors, from 1150 to 1550 cwt.

6 Kedge Anchors.

3 small do.

220 pieces Sail Cloth, containing 10560 ells.

45 do. finer 4057 do.

20 do. Flemish Cloth 8832 do.

60 Skeins Twine.

1450 assorted Pullies.

100 pieces of wood for oars.

9 large pieces for Pumps.
20 pieces for smaller do.

51 Chests, with different utensils and tools for the Ar-

tillery, Carpenters and Caulkers.

12 Quadrants.
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27 Sea Charts.

12 Compasses.

26 Hour Glasses.

50 dozen Sail Needles.

3 large Lanthorns and 30 small.

6 Sounding leads, from 12 to 18.

24 tons Pitch.

10 pieces Brass 24 Pounders.

10 do 18 Carriages and 200 bullets 241b.

200 Shot, 181b.

300 Casks of different sizes.

EXTRAORDINARY PRESENTS.

2 pieces Scarlet.

2 do. Green Cloth.

1 do. do.

1 do. Blue do.

2 do. White do.

1 Barrel, containing 280 Loaves Sugar 10721bs.

1 Chest, lOOlbs. tea.

2 sets India Porcelain.

1 Case, containing 24 large China Bowls.

50 pieces Muslin.

3 Clocks.

1 very large Watch.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, December 7, 1785.

Sir,

The last letter I have had the pleasure of receiving

from you, is dated the 14th August last. My last to you
is dated the 2nd ult. by Mr. Houdon, who I hope, has

by this time safely arrived. Nothing of importance has

since occurred except the arrival of Mr. Temple, re-

specting whom, I enclose the copy of an act of Congress

of 2nd instant.

With great esteem, &c.

JOHN JAY.

You will herewith receive a packet of newspapers.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, January 19, 1786.

Sir,

Since my last of 7th December ultimo, and indeed for

some time before that, Congress has been composed of

so few States actually represented, as not to have it in

their power to pay that attention to their foreign affairs,

which they would doubtless have otherwise done. Hence

it has happened, that no resolutions have been entered in-

to, on any of the important subjects submitted to their

consideration. This obliges me to observe a degree of

reserve in my letters respecting subjects, which I wish to

be free from, but which is nevertheless necessary, lest

my sentiments and opinions should be opposed to those,

which they may adopt and wish to impress.

VOL. ii49



386 THOMAS JEFFERSON JOHN JAY.

There is reason to hope that the requisition will be

generally complied with I say generally, because it is

not quite clear that every State, without exception, will

make punctual payments, although a disposition prevails

to enable Congress to regulate trade, yet I am apprehen-

sive that, however the propriety of the measure may be

admitted, the manner of doing it, will not be with equal

ease agreed to.

It is much to be regretted, that the confederation has

not been so formed, as to exclude the necessity of all

such kind of questions, it certainly is very imperfect, and

I fear it will be difficult to remedy its defects, until expe-

rience shall render the necessity of doing it more obvious

and pressing.

[Several lines were here written in cyphers of which

the following is the explication :]

Does France consider herself bound by her guarantee

to insist on the surrender of our posts? Will she second

our remonstrances to Britain on that head? I have no or-

ders to ask these questions, but I think them important.

Spain insists on the navigation of the great river, and that

renders a treaty with her uncertain as yet.

Among the public papers herewith sent, you will find

the speech of the Governor of New York to the Legisla-

ture, and the answer of the Senate. A spirit more fede-

ral seems to prevail than that, which marked their pro-

ceedings last year. You will also perceive from the pa-

pers, that Massachusetts begins to have troubles similar

to those, which this State experienced from Vermont;

North Carolina suffers the like evils, and from the same

causes. Congress should have recollected the old maxim

obsta principles.
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I wish the negotiations with the Barbary powers may

prove successful, because our country in general desires

peace with them: for my part, I prefer war to tribute,

and that sentiment was strongly expressed in my report

on that subject.

Our Indian affairs do not prosper, I fear Britain bids

higher than we do. Our surveys have been checked,

and peace with the savages seems somewhat precarious;

that department might, in my opinion, have been better

managed.

With great and sincere respect, &c.

JOHN JAY.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 30, 1785.

Sir,

I had the honor of writing to you on the 14th instant,

by a Mr. Cannon, of Connecticut, who was to sail in the

packet. Since that date, yours of July 13th, is come to

hand. The times for the sailing of the packets being

somewhat deranged, I avail myself of a conveyance of

the present, by the Messrs. Fitzhughs, of Virginia, who

expect to land at Philadelphia.

I enclose you a correspondence which has taken plac*

between the Mareschal de Castries, Minister of the Ma-

rine, and myself. It is on the subject of the prize m^ney

due to the officers and crew of the Alliance, for prizes

taken in Europe, under the command of Captain Jones.

That Officer has been, under the direct/on of Congress,

nearly two years soliciting the liquidation
and payment of
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that money. Infinite delays had retarded the liquidation

till the month of June. It was expected when the liqui-

dation was announced to be completed, that the money
was to be received. The M. de Castries doubted the au-

thority of Captain Jones to receive it, and wrote to me

for information. I wrote him the letter dated July lOtli,

which seemed to clear away that 'difficulty; another arose,

a Mr. Puchelberg presented powers to receive the money.

I wrote then the letter of August 3rd, and received that

of M. de Castries of August 12th, acknowledging he was

satisfied as to this difficulty, but announcing another, to

wit : that possibly some French subjects might have been

on board the Alliance, and therefore that Captain Jones

ought to give security for the repayment of their portions.

Captain Jones had before told me that there was not a

Frenchman on board that vessel, but the Captain. I in-

quired of Mr. Barclay, he told me he was satisfied there

was not one.

Here then was a mere possibility, a shadow of a right,

opposed to a certain, to a substantial one, which existed

in the mass of the crew, and which was likely to be de-

layed : for it could not be expected that Captain Jones

could, in a strange country, find the security required.

These difficulties I suppose to have been conjured up,

one after another by Mr. Puchelberg, who wanted to get

fold of tlje money. I saw but one way to cut short

thse everlasting delays, which were ruining the officer

soliciting the payment of the money, and keeping our

seame*. out of what they had hardly fought for years ago.

This wai to undertake to ask an order from Congress, for

the payment of nny French claimants, by their banker in

Paris, and in the hieantime to undertake to order such
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payment, should any such claimant prove his title, before

the pleasure of Congress should be made known to me.

I consulted with Mr. Barclay, who seemed satisfied I

might venture this undertaking, because no such claim

could be presented. I therefore wrote the letter of Au-

gust 17th, and received that of August 26th, finally clos-

ing this tedious business.

Should what I have done not meet the approbation of

Congress, I would pray their immediate sense, because it

is not probable, that the whole of this money will be paid

so hastily, but that their orders may arrive in time to stop

a sufficiency for any French claimants, who may possibly

exist. The following paragraph of a letter from Captain

Jones, dated "
L'Orient, August 24, 1785," further satis-

fies me that my undertaking amounted to nothing in fact.

He says it is impossible that any legal demands should be

made on you for French subjects, in consequence of your

engagement to the Mareschal. The Alliance was manned

in America, and I never heard of any persons having

served on board that frigate, who had been born in France

except the Captain, who, as I was informed, had in Ame-

rica abjured the Church of Rome and been naturalized.

Should Congress approve of what I have done, I will

then ask their resolution for the payment, by their banker

here, of any such claims as may be properly authenti-

cated, and will, moreover, pray of you an authentic roll

of the crew of the Alliance, with the sums to be allow-

ed to each person ;
on the subject of which roll, Captain

Jones, in the letter above mentioned, says :
"

I carried a

set of the rolls with me to America, and before I em-

barked in the French fleet at Boston, I put them into the

hands of Mr. Secretary Livingston, and they were sealed
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up among the papers of his office when I left America."

I think it possible that Mr. Puchelberg may excite claims.

Should any name be offered which shall not be found on

the roll, it will be a sufficient disproof of the pretension.

Should it be found on that roll, it will remain to prove

the identity of the person, and to inquire if payment may
not have been made in America. I conjecture from the

journals of Congress of June 2nd, that Landais, who, I

believe, was the captain, may be in America. As his

portion of prize money may be considerable, I hope it

will be settled in America, where only it can be known,

whether any advances may have been made him.

The person at the head of the post office here, says he

proposed to Doctor Franklin a convention to facilitate

the passage of letters through their office and ours, and

that he delivered a draft of the convention proposed, that

it might be sent to Congress. I think it possible he may
be mistaken in this, as, on my mentioning it to Doctor

Franklin, he did not recollect any such draft having

been put into his hands. An answer, however, is ex-

pected by them. I mention it that Congress may decide

whether they will make any convention on the subject,

and on what principle. The one proposed here, was,

that for letters passing hence into America, the French

postage should be collected by our post offices, and paid

every six months
;
and for letters coming from America

here, the American postage should be collected by the

post offices here and paid to us in like manner. A
second plan, however, presents itself; that is, to suppose

the sums to be thus collected on each side will be equal,

or so nearly equal, that the balance will not pay the

trouble of keeping accounts, and the little bickerings that
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the settlement of accounts and demands of the balances

may occasion
; and, therefore, to make an exchange of

postage. This would better secure our harmony, but I

do not know that it would be agreed to here; if not, the

other might then be agreed to.

I have waited hitherto, supposing that Congress might

possibly appoint a Secretary to the legation here, or

signify their pleasure, that I should appoint a private Se-

cretary to aid me in my office. The communications

between the Ministers and myself requiring often that

many and long papers should be copied, and that in a

shorter time than could be done by myself, were I otherwise

unoccupied, with other correspondences and proceedings,

of all which copies must be retained, and still more, the

necessity of having some confidential person, who, in

case of any accident to myself, might be authorized to

take possession of the instructions, letters and other pa-

pers of the office, have rendered it absolutely necessary

for me to appoint a private Secretary. Col. Humphreys
finds full occupation, and often more than he can do, in

writing and recording the despatches and proceedings of

the general commissions. I shall, therefore, appoint Mr.

Short, on his return from the Hague, with an express

condition, that the appointment shall cease whenever

Congress shall think proper, to make any other arrange-

ment. He will, of course, expect the allowance here-

tofore made to the private Secretaries of the Ministers,

which I believe has been a thousand dollars a year.

An improvement is made here in the construction of

the musket, which it may be interesting to Congress to

know, should they at any time propose to procure any.

It consists in the making every part of them so exactly
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alike, that what belongs to any one, may o
be used for every

other musket in the magazine. The government here

has examined and approved the method
;
and is establish-

ing a large manufactory for the purpose, As yet the inven-

tor has only completed the lock of the musket on this

plan. He will proceed immediately to have the barrel,

stock and their parts executed in the same way. Suppos-

ing it might be useful to the United States, I went to the

workman, he presented me the parts of fifty locks taken

to pieces and arranged in compartments, I put several to-

gether myself, taking pieces at hazard as they came to

hand, and they fitted in the most perfect manner. The

advantages of this, when arms need repair, are evident.

He effects it by tools of his own contrivance, which

at the same time abridge the work, so that he thinks he

shall be able to furnish the musket two livres cheaper,

than the common price. But it will be two or three

years, before he will be able to furnish any quantity. I

mention it now, as it may have influence on the plan for

furnishing our magazines with this arm.

Every thing in Europe remains as when I wrote you

last.

The peace between Spain and Algiers has the appear-

ance of being broken off.

The French packet being arrived without Mr. Lamb,

or any news of him, I await Mr. Adams' acceding to the

proposition mentioned in my last.

I send you the gazettes of Leyden and France to this

date, and have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.
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COPY of a letter from Th: Jefferson to the Mareschal

de Castries, in answer to one received from him, de-

siring to know how far Captain Jones was authorized,

to receive the prize money due to the crew of the Al-

liance.

Paris, July 10, 1785.

Sir,

I am honored with your Excellency's letter on the

prize money, for which Mr. Jones applies. The papers

intended to have been therein enclosed, not having been

actually enclosed, I am unable to say any thing on their

subject. But I find that Congress, on the 1st day of

November, 1783, recommended Captain Jones to their

Minister here, as agent to solicit, under his direction,

payment to the officers and crews for the prizes taken in

Europe under his command : requiring him, previously,

to give to their Superintendent of Finance good security

for paying to him whatever he should receive, to be by

him distributed to those entitled. In consequence of this,

Captain Jones gave the security required, as it is certified

by the Superintendent of Finance on the 6th of Novem-

ber, 1783, and received from Doctor Franklin on the

17th of December, 1783, due authority as Agent to so-

licit the said payments.

From these documents, I consider Captain Jones as

Agent for the citizens of the United States, interested in

the prizes taken in Europe under his command, and that

he is properly authorized to receive the money due to

them, having given good security to transmit it to the

Treasury Office of the United States, whence it will be

VOL. ii. 50
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distributed under the care of Congress, to the officers and

crews originally entitled, or to their representatives.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

A SECOND LETTER TO THE MARESCHAL DE CASTRIES.

Paris, August 3, 1785.

Sir,

The enclosed copy of a letter from Captain John Paul

Jones, on the subject which your Excellency did me the

honor to write me on the day of July, will inform

you, that there is still occasion to be troublesome to you.

A Mr. Puchelberg, a merchant of L'Orient, who seems

to have kept himself unknown until money was to be re-

ceived, now presents powers to receive it, signed by the

American officers and crews, and this produces a hesita-

tion in the person to whom your order was directed.

Congress, however, having substituted Captain Jones as

Agent to solicit and receive this money, he having given

them security to forward it, when received, to their Trea-

sury, to be thence distributed to the claimants; and hav-

ing at a considerable expense of time, trouble, and money,

attended it to a conclusion, are circumstances of weight,

against which, Mr. Puchelberg seems to have nothing to

oppose but a nomination by individuals of the crew,

under which he declined to act, and permitted the busi-

ness to be done by another, without contradiction from

him; against him too, it is urged that he fomented the

sedition, which took place among them, that he obtained
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this nomination from them, while their minds were under

ferment, and that he has given no security, for the faithful

payment of the money to those entitled to it
;

I will add

to these, one other circumstance, which appears to ren-

der it impossible that he should execute this trust. It is

now several years since the right to this money arose
;

the persons in whom it originally vested, were probably

from different States in America, many of them must be

now dead, and their rights passed on to their representa-

tives, but who are their representatives ? The laws of

some States prefer one degree of relations, those of

others prefer others
;
there being no uniformity among

the States on this point. Mr. Puchelberg, therefore,

should know which of the parties are dead
;

in what

order the laws of the respective States call their rela-

tions to the succession, and, in every case, which of

those orders are actually in existence, and entitled to the

share of the deceased. With the Atlantic ocean be-

tween the principals and their substitutes, your Excel-

lency will perceive what an inexhaustible source of diffi-

culties, of chicanery, and of delay, this might furnish to

a 'person who should find an interest in keeping this

money as long as possible in his own hands, whereas, if

it be lodged in the treasury of Congress, they, by an

easy reference to the tribunals of the different States,

can have every one's portion immediately rendered, to

himself if living, and if dead, to such of his relations as

the laws of the particular State prefer, and as shall be

found actually living. I the rather urge this course, as I

foresee that it will relieve your Excellency from number-

less appeals, which these people will be continually

making, from the decisions of Mr. Puchelberg, appeals
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likely to perpetuate that trouble, of which you have

already had too much, and to which I am sorry to be

obliged to add, by asking a peremptory order for the ex-

ecution of what you were before pleased to decide on

this subject.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

*>;, TH: JEFFERSON.

TROM CAPTAIN J. PAUL, JONES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

L'Orient, July 31, 1785.

Sir,

I had the honor to write you the the 29th of this

month, praying you to address the Court, to prevent Mr.

Puchelberg, a French merchant here, from receiving the

prize money due to the subjects of the United States,

who served on board the squadron I commanded in Eu-

rope. I have done my duty, and with great trouble and

expense both of time and money, obtained a settlement

in their favor from government. But if Mr. Puchelberg,

who has taken no trouble and been at no expense to ob-

tain a settlement, should receive the money, the greatest

part of it, will never reach America, nor find its way into

the pockets of the captors, were Mr. Puchelberg the hon-

estest man in the world, he cannot at this distance from

America, and being ignorant of the laws of the Ameri-

can flag, do justice to the concerned. Besides a prefer-

ence is due to the application of one government to

another, for what regards the interests of its subjects, es-

pecially where it is clear, that every caution has been ob-

served, for obtaining justice to each individual.
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The enclosed copy of a letter, which has just now been

communicated to me from Monsieur de Soulanges a M.

M. les Juges Consul, dated at Toulon, the 14th of this

month, announcing that the Algerines have declared war

against the United States, is of too serious a nature not to

be sent immediately to you.

This event may, I believe, surprise some of our fellow

citizens, but for my part, I am rather surprised that it did

not take place sooner. It will produce a good effect if

it unites the people of America in measures consistent

with their national honor and interest, and rouses them

from that ill-judged security, which the intoxication of

success has produced since the revolution.

My best wishes will always attend that land of free-

dom, and my pride will be always gratified when such

measures are adopted, as will make us respected as a

great people, who deserve to be free.

I am, Sir, &c.

J. PAUL JONES.

FROM LE MARESCHAL DE CASTRIES TO THOMAS JEF-

FERSON.

Translation.

Versailles, August 12, 1785.

Sir,

I have received, with the letter which you did me the

honor to write to me the 3d of this month, the observa-

tions of Mr. Jones on the insufficiency of the powers, with

which the Sieur Puchelberg is vested for taking charge

of the shares of prizes due to the subjects of the United
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States. From your assertion, and our reflections, I should

not hesitate to confirm the orders, which I have given for

remitting to Mr. Jones, all that is due to the Americans,

but another difficulty presents itself. The Commissary

ordonnateur, at L'Orient, observes to me, that notwith-

standing the search which has been made, it has proved

impracticable to procure an exact roll of the crew of the

American frigate Alliance, and that on the very probable

supposition that some Frenchmen may have served on

board of that frigate, it results, that from the remission of

the whole of the funds to Mr. Jones, the shares coming to

the subjects of the King should be lodged in the Treasu-

ry of Congress. From this circumstance, I presume that

you will see the justice of requiring of Mr. Jones, secu-

rity to ensure the payment of what may be coming to

them, should any of them have embarked in the Alliance

frigate.

I request the favor of you to honor me with an answer

on this subject, and I have that of being with a very sin-

cere attachment, &,c.

LE M. DE CASTRIES.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE MARESCHAL DE

CASTRIES.

Paris, August 17, 1785.

Sir,

1 was honored yesterday with the receipt of your Ex-

cellency's letter of the 12th instant.

I have ever understood that the whole crew of the

Alliance was of American citizens. But, should there
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have been among them any subjects of his Majesty, it is

but just that the repayment of their portions of the prize

money should be secured
;
but captain Jones being al-

ready bound to pay what he shall receive into the Trea-

sury of the United States, I submit to your Excellency,

whether it will be right to require him to be answerable

for moneys, after they shall be put out of his power.
And whether, as Congress have secured the receipt at

their Treasury, it will not be shorter for them to order

repayment to any subjects of his Majesty, who may shew

themselves justly entitled. I will immediately ask their

pleasure on this subject, and solicit such orders, as that

every such claimant, proving his title here in the usual

way, may receive immediate payment of their banker

here, and that no individual may, in the meantime be de-

layed, should any such present their proofs before the

orders are received, I will undertake to direct payment by

the banker of the United States in Paris, being assured

that in so doing I shall forward those views of perfect

justice, which Congress will carry into the distribution of

this money. Should any instances arise of payment to

be demanded here, I think they will be few, and the sums

will of course be small.

I shall be happy if your Excellency shall think that

the justice due to this part of the claimants, is so suffi-

ciently secured by those assurances, as that it need not

stand in the way of that which is due to the great mass

of claimants, who are already so much indebted for your

attention to their interests. I will take the liberty of ask-

ing that I may be furnished, by the proper officer, with

copies of captain Jones' receipts for the moneys, which

shall be paid him, that by transmitting them to the Trea-

sury Board of the United States, they may know the
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precise sums which they are to receive through his hands.

I pray you to accept my acknowledgments for your at-

tention to this troublesome business, and assurances of

the high respect and esteem, with which I have the honor

to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THE MARESCHAL DE CASTRIES TO THOMAS JEF-

FERSON (iN ANSWER.)

Translation.

Versailles, August 26, 1785.

Sir,

The offer which you make in the letter you have done

me the honor to write the 17th instant, smoothes away

every difficulty. Since you have been pleased to engage

to have paid, by the banker of the United States at Paris,

whatever may be due to the French, who should have

served on board the American frigate Alliance, I now give

orders to the Commissary at L'Orient, to remit to Mr.

Jones the whole sum, which shall be coming to the Ame-

rican vessels, and to transmit to me copies of the receipts,

which he may take from that officer.

I have the honor to be, &c.

LE M. DE CASTRIES.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, October 6, 1785.

Sir,

My letter of the 30th August, acknowledged the re-

ceipt of yours of July 13th, since that I have received

your letter of August 13th, enclosing a correspondence



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 40 1

between the Marquis de la Fayette and Monsieur de

Calonne, and another of the same date, enclosing the

papers in Fortin's case. I immediately wrote to Mr.

Lamozin, at Havre, desiring he would send me a state of

the case, and inform me what were the difficulties, which

suspended its decision. He has promised me, by letter,

to do this as soon as possible, and I shall not fail in at-

tention to it.

The Emperor and Dutch have signed preliminaries,

which are now made public. You will see them in the

papers which accompany this. They still leave a good

deal to discussion. However, it is probable they will

end in peace. The party in Holland, possessed actu-

ally of the sovereignty, wishes for peace, that they may

push their designs^ on the Stadtholderate. This country

wishes for peace, because their finances need arrange-

ment. The Bavarian exchange has produced to public

view, that jealousy and rancor between the Courts of

Vienna and Berlin, which existed before, though it was

smothered. This will appear by the declarations of the

two Courts. The demarcation between the Emperor
and Turk does not advance. Still, however, I suppose

neither of those two germs of war likely to open soon.

I consider the conduct of France as the best evidence of

this. If she had apprehended a war, from either of

those quarters, she would not have been so anxious to

leave the Emperor one enemy the less, by placing him

at peace with the Dutch. While she is exerting all her

powers to preserve peace by land, and making no prepa-

ration, which indicates a fear of its being disturbed in that

quarter, she is pushing her naval preparations, with a

spirit unexampled in time of peace. By the opening of

VOL. 1151
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ihe next spring she will have eighty ships of seventy

four guns and upwards, ready for sea at a moment's

warning, and the further constructions proposed will,

probably within two years, raise the number to a hun-

dred. New regulations have been made, too, for per-

fecting the classification of their seamen
;
an institution,

which, dividing all the seamen of the nation into classes,

subjects them to tours of duty by rotation, and enables

them, at all times to man their ships. Their works for

rendering Cherbourg a harbor for their vessels of war,

and Dunkirk for frigates and privateers, now leave little

doubt of success.

It is impossible that these preparations can have in

view, any other nation but the English ;
of course they

shew a greater diffidence of their peace with them, than

with any other power.

I mentioned to you, in my letter of August 14th, that

I had desired Captain J. P. Jones to inquire into the

circumstances of Peyrouse's expedition. . I have now

the honor of enclosing you copies of my letter to him,

and of his answer.

He refuses to accept of any indemnification for his

expenses, which is an additional proof of his disinterested

spirit,
and of his devotion to the service of America.

The circumstances are obvious, which indicate an inten-

tion to settle factories and not colonies, at least for the

present. However, nothing shews for what place they

are destined. The conjectures are divided between New
Holland and the north-west coast of America.

According to what I mentioned in my letter of Au-

gust 30th, I have appointed Mr. Short my Secretary

here. I enclose to you, copies of my letters to him and
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M. Grand, which will shew to Congress, that he stands

altogether at their pleasure.

I mention this circumstance, that, if it meets with their

disapprobation, they may have the goodness to signify

it immediately, as I should otherwise conclude, that they

do not disapprove it.

I shall be ready to conform myself to what would be

most agreeable to them.

This will be accompanied by the Gazettes of France

and Leyden to the present date.

I have the honor to be, &,c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO J. PAUL, JONES.

Paris, August 3, 1785.

Sir,

I received yesterday your favor of the 29th and have

written on the subject of it to the Mareschal de Castries

this morning. You shall have an answer as soon as I re-

ceive one.

Will you be so good as to make an inquiry into all the

circumstances relative to Peyrouse's expedition, which

seem to ascertain his destination, particularly what num-

ber of men and of what conditions and vocations had he

on board ? What animals, their species and numbers ?

What trees, plants, or seeds ? What utensils ? What

merchandize or other necessaries? This inquiry should

be made with as little appearance of interest in it as pos-

sible. Should you not be able to get satisfactory infor-

mation without going to Brest, and it be convenient for
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you to go there, I will have the expenses this shall occa-

sion you paid ;
commit all the circumstances to writing)

and bring them when you come yourself, or send them

by a safe hand.

I am, with much respect, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Paris, October 5, 1785.

Sir,

The following is the best information I am able to give

you in compliance with the letter dated at Paris, the 3rd

of August, 1785, which you did me the honor to address

to me at L'Orient.

The Boussole and the Astrolabe, two gaberts of 600

tons each, sheathed with copper and equipped in the best

manner, sailed from Brest, the 1st of August, 1785, un-

der the command of Messieurs de la Peyrouse and the

Viscount de Langle, captains in the royal navy.

They had on board a great variety of trees, plants and

seeds that suit the climate of France, manufactures in

linen, woollen and cotton goods, and in iron and copper,

&c. Mechanical tools of all sorts, a great quantity of

trinkets and toys ; ploughs and all sorts of utensils and

implements for agriculture, and a quantity of unwrought

iron. Each ship had on board a large shallop in frames,

and a million of French livres in the coins of different

nations.

Each ship had also on board twenty one soldiers,

drafted from the two regiments at Brest
;
all of whom

were either mechanics or farmers.
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They had on board no women ; nor any animals ex-

cept such as appeared to be destined for the refreshment

of the crews. The crew of each ship is one hundred

men, including officers and men of genius.

The King himself planned the expedition and made

out all the detail with his own hand, before he spoke a

word of it to any person. His Majesty defrays the ex-

pense out of his private coffer, and is his own minister in

every thing that regards the operation of his plan.

There is no doubt but the perfecting the geography of

the southern hemisphere is one of his Majesty's objects

in view
;
and it is not difficult to perceive, that he has

others equally worthy the attention of a great prince ;

one of which may be to extend the commerce of his sub-

jects, by establishing factories at a future day for the fur

trade, on the north west coast of America; and another to
'

establish colonies in New Holland, after having well explor-

ed the coast and made experiments on the soil of that vast

island, which is situated in so happy a climate, and so

contiguous to the establishments of France, in the East

Indies.

I am, Sir, with great respect, &c.

J. PAUL JONES.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM SHORT.

Paris, September 24, 1785-

Dear Sir,

Finding the assistance of a private Secretary necessa-

ry in my office, I would wish you to accept of the ap-

pointment. In this case it will be necessary for you to
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abandon your plans of continuing at St. Germains. 1

need not detail to you the ordinary business, in which you

will be engaged that will open itself on you of course;

but it is necesssary for me particularly to authorize and

instruct you, in case of any accident happening to myself,

to take possession of whatever papers may be in my
hands, as Minister Plenipotentiary, for the United States,

at the Court of Versailles, and to deliver them to the

order of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs.

I am not able to say with certainty what is the salary

allowed
;
but M. Grand, who paid young Mr. Franklin's

and who will pay yours also, will inform you. I

think it is one thousand dollars a year. I must

add that you are to expect this appointment to cease,

whenever Congress shall be pleased to countermand or

supercede it, by any other arrangement.

I am, with much esteem, &c,

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO M. GRAND, BANKER AT

PARIS.

Paris, September 24, 1785.

Sir,

I have appointed the bearer hereof, Mr. William Short

my Secretary : his salary as such will be the same which

young Mr. Franklin received. I am, therefore, to ask the

favor of you to pay it to him, from time to time, as it shall

become due, and to debit the United States therewith.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH : JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, October 11, 1785.

Sir,

In my letter of August 14th, I had the honor of ex.

pressing to you the uneasiness I felt at the delay of the

instructions on the subject of the Barbary treaties, of

which Mr. Lamb was the bearer, and of informing you,

that I had proposed to Mr. Adams, that if he did not

arrive, either in the French or English packets, then ex-

pected, we should send some person to negotiate these

treaties. As he did not arrive in those packets, and I

found Mr. Barclay was willing to undertake the negotia-

tions, I wrote to Mr. Adams (who had concurred in the

proposition made him) informing him that Mr. Barclay

would go, and proposing papers for our immediate signa-

ture.

The day before the return of the courier, Mr. Lamb

arrived with our instructions, the letter of credence, &c.

enclosed in yours of March llth, 1785.

Just about the same time came to hand the letter, No.

1, informing me that two American vessels were actually

taken and carried into Algiers, and leaving no further

doubt, that that power was exercising hostilities against us,

in the Atlantic.

The conduct of the Emperor of Morocco had been

such as forbade us to postpone his treaty, to that with

Algiers ;
but the commencement of hostilities by the

latter, and their known activity, pressed the necessity of

immediate propositions to them. It was, therefore,

thought best, while Mr. Barclay should be proceeding

with the Emperor of Morocco, that some other agent

should go to Algiers.



408 THOMAS JEFFERSON JOHN JAY.

We had few subjects to choose out of. Mr. Lamb's

knowledge of the country, of its inhabitants, of their

manner of transacting business, the recommendations

from his State to Congress, of his fitness for this employ-

ment, and other information, founding a presumption that

he would be approved, occasioned our concluding to

send him to Algiers.

The giving him proper authorities, and new ones to

Mr. Barclay, conformable to our new powers, was the

subject of a new courier, between Mr. Adams and my
self.

He returned last night, and I have the honor of en-

closing you copies of all the papers we furnished those

gentlemen with, which will possess Congress fully of

our proceedings herein. They are numbered from two

to ten, inclusive.

The supplementary instructions to Mr. Lamb (No. 5)

must rest for justification on the emergency of the case.

The motives which lead to it, must be found in the feel-

ings of the human heart, in a partiality for those suffer-

ers who are of our own country, and in the obligations

of every government, to yield protection to their citi-

zens, as the consideration for their obedience. It will be

a comfort to know, that Congress does not disapprove of

this step.

Considering the treaty with Portugal as among the

most interesting to the United States, I some time ago

took occasion, at Versailles, to ask of the Portuguese Am-

bassador, if he had yet received from his Court an answer

to our letter. He told me he had not, but that he would

make it the subject of another letter. Two days ago his

Secretaire d'Ambassade, called on me with a letter from

his Minister to the Ambassador, in which was the follow-
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ing paragraph, as he translated it to me, and I committed

it to writing from his mouth :

" In relation to the informa-
" tion which your Excellency gave us, as to the conver-
" sation with the American Minister. That power should
" be already persuaded, that in effect from the manner in

" which their ships have been received here, it follows as

" a consequence, that his Majesty would have great satis-

"
faction, in maintaining perfect harmony and good cor-

"
respondence, with the United States. But it would ap-

"
pear proper to begin by the reciprocal nomination, by

" the two parties, of persons bearing at least the charac-
"

ter of agents, who would mutually inform their con-

"
stituents, of whatever might lead to the knowledge of

" the interests of the two nations, without prejudice to

"
either. It is the first step which appears suitable to be

"
taken, to attain the end proposed."

By this it would seem that this power is more disposed

to pursue a train of negotiation similar to that which Spain

has done. I consider this answer as definitive of all fur-

ther measures under our commission to Portugal. That

to Spain was superseded by proceedings in another line
;

that to Prussia is concluded by actual treaty ;
to Tuscany

will probably be so
;
and perhaps to Denmark ;

and these,

I believe, will be the sum of the effects of our commis-

sions for making treaties of alliance. England shews no

disposition to treat. France, should her ministers be able

to keep the ground of the arret of August, 1784, against

the clamors of her merchants, and should they be dis-

posed hereafter to give us more, it is not probable she

will bind herself to it by treaty, but keep her regula-

tions dependent on her own will.

Sweden will establish a free port at St. Bartholomews,

VOL. ii. 52
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which, perhaps, will render any new engagements on our

part unnecessary. Holland is so immovable in her sys-

tem of colonial administration, that as propositions to her

on that subject would be desperate, they had better not

be made. You will perceive by the letter No. 11, from

M. de la Fayette, that there is a possibility of an overture

from the Emperor.
A hint from the Charge d'Affaires of Naples, lately, has

induced me to suppose something of the same kind from

thence. But the advanced period of our commissions,

now offers good cause for avoiding to begin, what probably

cannot be terminated during their continuance
;
and with

respect to these two, and all other powers not before

mentioned, I doubt whether the advantages to be de-

rived from treaties with them, may countervail the addi-

tional embarrassments they may impose on the States,

when they shall proceed to make those commercial ar-

rangements necessary to counteract, the designs of the

British Cabinet.

I repeat it, therefore, that the conclusion of the treaty

with Prussia, and the probability of others with Denmark,

Tuscany, and the Barbary States, may be expected to

wind up the proceedings of the general commissions.
'

I think that in possible events, it may be advantageous

to us, by treaties with Prussia, Denmark and Tuscany, to

have secured ports in the Northern and Mediterranean

seas.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM RICHARD o'iJRYEN TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Algiers, August 24, 1785.

Sir,

We, the subjects of the United States of America,

having the misfortune of being captured off the coast of

Portugal, the 24th and 30th of July by the Algerines,

and brought into this port, where we are become slaves,

and sent to the work houses. Our sufferings are beyond

our expressing, or your conception. Hoping your honor

will be pleased to represent our grievances to Congress,

hoping they will take such measures as tend to our

speedy redemption, hoping you will consider our unfortu-

nate situation, and make some provision for the unfortu-

nate sufferers until we are redeemed being stript of all

our clothes and nothing to exist on but two small cakes of

bread per day without any other necessaries of life. Charles

Logic, Esq. British Consul, seeing our distressed situa-

tion, has taken us three masters of vessels out of the

work house, and has given security for us to the Dey of

Algiers, King of Cruelties. My crew will certainly

starve, if there is not some immediate relief.

It being the method of all Christian powers, whose

subjects fall into the hands of those savages, to make some

provision for them, until they are redeemed, I should es-

teem it a particular favor, if you would be pleased to

write to Mr. Logic, Consul here.

Ship Dauphin, Richard O'Bryen master, belonging to

Messrs. Matthew and Thomas Irwin & Co., merchants

of the city of Philadelphia, bound to Philadelphia from

St. Ubes, taken the 30th July, out two days.

Schooner Maria, Isaac Stephens master, from Bostou,
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bound to Cadiz, belonging to Messrs. William Foster &,

Co. merchants in Boston, taken the 24th of July out 26

days.

The cruisers in this port are fitting out with all possi-

ble expedition and I am of opinion, that they will take

most of our ships that will come for Europe.

They will cruise to the northward of the western

islands, and towards the British channel. The sooner we

put a stop to them the better, they valuing the number

of prizes they take to the sum of the peace. The Span-

iards coming on terms with them, all other European na-

tions must. I hope we shall apply before any more do,

for they must be at war with some.

I am very respectfully, &c.

RICHARD O'BRYEN.

COMMISSIONS TO THOMAS BARCLAY AND JOHN LAMB.

To all to whom these presents shall come, or may be

made known :

Whereas, the United States of America, in Congress

assembled, reposing special trust and confidence in the in-

tegrity, prudence and ability of their trusty and well belov-

ed, the honorable John Adams, late one of their Ministers

Plenipotentiary for negotiating a peace, and heretofore a

delegate in Congress, from the State ofMassachusetts, and

Chief Justice of the said State
;
the honorable Doctor

Benjamin Franklin, their Minister Plenipotentiary at the

Court of Versailles, and late another of their Ministers

Plenipotentiary for negotiating a peace ;
and the honor-

able Thomas Jefferson, a delegate in Congress from the
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State of Virginia, and late Governor of the said State,

did, by their commission, and under the seal of the

United States, and the signature of their then Presi-

dent, bearing date the 12th day of May, in the year of

our Lord Christ 1784, constitute and appoint the said

John Adams, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson,

their Ministers Plenipotentiary, giving to them, or a ma-

jority of them, full powers and authority for the said

United States, and in their name to confer, treat, and

negotiate with the Ambassador, Minister or Commis-

sioner of his Majesty, the Emperor of Morocco, vested

with full and sufficient powers of, and concerning a treaty

of amity and commerce, as the case might be, to

make and receive propositions for such a treaty, and to

conclude and sign the same, transmitting it to the United

States, in Congress assembled, for their final ratification
;

and as it might so happen that the great and various

affairs, which the said United States had committed to

the care and management of their said Ministers Pleni-

potentiary, might not admit of their meeting the Minis-

ter or Commissioner, which his Majesty, the Emperor of

Morocco, might appoint to treat with them, of and con-

cerning such treaty, at a time and place that might other-

wise be most convenient, therefore, the said United

States, in Congress assembled, did, on the llth day of

March, in the year of our Lord Christ 1785, by their

commission, under their seal, and the signature of the

President, authorize and empower their said three Min-

isters Plenipotentiary, and the majority of them, by

writing, under their hands and seals, to appoint and em-

ploy, and at pleasure to remove such agent in the said

business as they, or the majority of them, might think
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proper, which said agent should have authority, under di-

rections and instructions of their said Ministers, to com-

mence and prosecute negotiations and conferences for

the said treaty, with such person or persons, on the part

of his Majesty, the Emperor of Morocco, as to their

said Ministers, or the majority of them should appeal-

proper ; provided, always, that the treaty in question

should be signed by the said Ministers, but that preli-

minary articles thereto, might, if previously approved by

their said Ministers, or the majority of them, be signed

by the said agent.

And whereas, Doctor Benjamin Franklin, one of the

Ministers Plenipotentiary aforesaid, is since returned to

America :

Now, know ye, that we, John Adams, Minister Pleni-

potentiary of the United States of America at the Court

of Great Britain, and Thomas Jefferson, Minister Plenipo-

tentiary of the said States at the Court of France, two

of the Ministers Plenipotentiary aforesaid, and a majority

of them, reposing special trust and confidence in the in-

tegrity, prudence and ability, of the Honorable Thomas

Barclay, Esquire, Consul General of the United States

in France, have constituted, appointed and employed,

and do, by these presents, constitute, appoint and employ

him the said Thomas Barclay, as agent in the business

aforesaid, hereby giving him full authority under our

directions and instructions, to commence and prosecute

negotiations and conferences for the said treaty, with such

person or persons, on the part of the Emperor of Morocco,

as his Majesty shall appoint and empower for that pur-

pose

Provided, always, that the treaty in question shall be
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signed by us, but that preliminary articles thereto may, if

previously approved by us, be signed by the said agent.

In testimony whereof, we have hereto set our hands

and seals.

London, October 5, 1785, JOHN ADAMS.

Paris, October 11, 1785, TH: JEFFERSON.

N. B. The commission to John Lamb, Esquire, agent

to the Dey and Government of Algiers, is of the same

tenor and date.

Instructions to Thomas Barclay.

Congress having been pleased to invest us with full

powers, for entering into a treaty of amity and commerce

with the Emperor of Morocco, and it being impracticable

for us to attend his Court iri person, and equally imprac-

ticable on account of our separate stations to receive a

Minister from him, we have concluded to effect our ob-

ject by the intervention of a confidential person. We
concur in wishing to avail the United States of your ta-

lents in the execution of this business, and therefore fur-

nish you with a letter to the Emperor of Morocco, to

give a due credit to your transactions with him. We ad-

vise you to proceed by the way of Madrid, where you
will have opportunities of deriving many lights from Mr.

Carmichael, through whom many communications with

the Court of Morocco have already passed. From thence

you will proceed by such route as you shall think best,

to the Court of the Emperor. You will present to him our

letter, with the copy of our full powers, with which you
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are furnished, at such time or times and in such manner,

as you shall think best.

As the negotiation and conclusion of a treaty may be a

work of time, you will endeavor in the first place to pro-

cure an immediate suspension of hostilities.

You will proceed to negotiate with his Minister, the

terms of a treaty of amity and commerce as nearly as

possible conformed to the draught we give you ;
where

alterations, which in your opinion, shall not be of great

importance, shall be urged by the other party, you are at

liberty to agree to them : where they shall be of great

importance, and such as you think should be rejected,

you will reject them
;
but where they are of great im-

portance and you think they may be accepted, you will

ask time to take our advice, and you will advise with us

accordingly, by letter or by courier, as you shall think best.

When the articles shall all be agreed, you will sign them

in a preliminary form and send them to us, by some pro-

per person for definitive execution.

The whole expenses of this treaty, including as well

the expenses of all persons employed about it, as the

presents to the Emperor and his servants, must not ex-

ceed 20,000 dollars, and we urge you to use your best

endeavors to bring them as much below that sum as you

possibly can, and to this end, we leave it to your discre-

tion to represent to his Majesty or to his Ministers, if it

may be done with safety, the particular circumstances of

the United States, just emerging from a long and distress-

ing war, with one of the most powerful nations of Europe,

which we hope may be an apology, if our presents should

not be so splendid, as those of older and abler nations.

As custom may have rendered some presents necessary
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in the beginning or progress of this business, and before it

is concluded, or even in a way to be concluded, we au-

thorize you to conform to the custom : confiding in your

discretion to hazard as little as possible, before the certain-

ty of the event, and to provide that your engagements
shall become binding only, on the execution of the treaty.

We trust to you also, to procure the best information,

in what form, and to what persons these presents should

be made, and to make them accordingly.

The difference between the customs of that and other

Courts, the difficulty of obtaining a knowledge of those

customs, but on the spot, and our great confidence in

your discretion, induce us to leave to that, all other cir-

cumstances relative to the object of your mission.

It will be necessary for you to take a Secretary well

skilled in the French language, to aid you in your busi-

ness, and to take charge of your papers in case of any

accident to yourself. We think you may allow him one

hundred and fifty guineas a year, besides his expenses

for travelling and subsistence.

We engage to furnish your own expenses, according to

the respectability of the character, with which you are

invested
;
but as to the allowance for your trouble, we

wish to leave it to Congress.

We annex hereto sundry heads of inquiry, which we

wish you to make, and to give us thereon the best in-

formation, you shall be able to obtain. We desire you

to correspond by every opportunity, which you think

should be trusted
; giving us from time to time an ac-

count of your proceedings and prospects, by the way of

Holland, under care to Mr. Dumas, at the Hague, or

Messrs. Willinks, of Amsterdam
; by the way of Eng-
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land, to Uriah Forrest, Esq. by way of France, to M.

Grand, Paris
;
and to Mr. Carmichael, by way of Spain.

We wish you a pleasant journey and happy success,

being ne^d_

With great esteem, &tc.

N. B. The instructions to Mr. Lamb are the same,

except in the style of the Court, the passage, page 415
"

through whom," &cc. in lieu of which is substituted,

" and from the Minister from Algiers to the Court of

" Madrid and the Count d'Espilly, lately arrived there

" from Algiers, who, doubtless, are persons of credit and

" information with their government," and in page 416

instead of to "20,000 dollars," is inserted "40,000 dol-

lars."

Heads of inquiry for Mr. Barclay, as to Morocco,

Algiers, Tunis, fyc.

1ST, COMMERCE.

What are the articles of their
. export and import?

What articles of American produce might find a market

in Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, &tc. and at what

prices; whether rice, flour,, tobacco, furs, ready built

ships, fish, oil, tar, turpentine, ship timbers, &cc.; and

whether any of these articles would hereafter be accept-

able as presents? What duties are levied by them on

exports and imports ;
do all nations pay the same, or

what nations are favored, and how far ? Are they their

own carriers, or who carries for them? Do they trade,

themselves, to other countries, or are they merely pas-

sive ? What manufactures or productions of these coun-

tries would be convenient in America, and at what prices ?
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2D, PORTS.

What are their principal ports ? What depth of water

into them ? What works of defence protect these ports ?

3D, NAVAL FORCE.

How many armed vessels have they? Of what kind

and force ? What is the constitution of their naval force ?

What resources for increasing their navy? What num-

ber of seamen, their cruising grounds, and season of

cruising ?

4TH, PRISONERS.

What is their condition and treatment ? At what price

are they ordinarily redeemed, and how? Do they pay

respect to the treaties they make ?

Land Forces. Their numbers, constitution, respecta-

bility, revenues, their amount.

5TH, LANGUAGE.

What language is spoken, and what European lan-

guage is most understood?

6TH, GOVERNMENT.

What is their connexion with the Ottoman Porte ? Is

there any dependence or subordination to it acknowledged,

and what degree of power or influence has it?

7TH, RELIGION.

By what principle of their religion is it, that they con-

sider all Christian powers as their enemies, until they be-

come friends by treaties?

STH, CAPTURES.

What captures have they made of ships, or citizens of

the United States and any other nation ? What nations

are they now at war with ?

N. B. Similar heads of inquiry were given to Mr.

Lamb.
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Supplementary instruction for Mr. Lamb.

We have received information, that two American

vessels, the Dauphin, from Philadelphia, and the Maria,

from Boston, with their crews and cargoes, have lately

been taken by the Algerines, off the coast of Portugal,

and that the crews are reduced to slavery. Our full pow-
ers to that State, being for the general purpose only of

concluding a treaty of amity and commerce, the redemp-

tion of our citizens, made captive before the conclusion

of such treaty, may not be thought comprehended within

those powers, nevertheless, as the misfortune of these,

our countrymen, has not been produced, by any fault or

folly of theirs, as their situation would ill admit the delay,

of our asking and receiving the pleasure of Congress on

that subject, and as we presume strongly, that it would be

the will of Congress that they should be redeemed from

their present calamitous condition, we think ourselves

bound, in so distant a situation, and where the emergency

of the case is so great, to act according to what we think

would be the desire of Congress, and to trust to their

goodness, and the purity of our own motives, for our

justification.

We, therefore, authorize you to treat for the emanci-

pation of the crews of the said vessels, and of any

others, which have or may be taken, by the same power

before the cessation of hostilities, which we expect you

to effect
; administering in the meantime such necessary

aids as their situation may require. In negotiating this

special treaty, you are to consider yourself as acting for

the masters of the vessels, as well as for the United

States, and you will agree to no terms, which they shall

not approve.
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You will take from them their obligations, each for his

crew separately, binding themselves and their owners, to

indemnify the United States for the moneys, which shall

be paid for their redemption, subsistence, transportation

to their own country, and other charges incurred. If

the Congress shall be of opinion, that such indemnifica-

tion should be required, transmitting to us such special

treaty, for our definite execution. You will also adopt

the best measures you can, for returning the citizens you
shall redeem, to their own country. As we require a

transmission of this treaty, before its definitive conclusion,

it is the less necessary for us to speak of the sum, which

you may venture to engage. We do not expect to re-

deem our captives for less than one hundred dollars a

head, and we should be fearful to go beyond the double

of that sum. However, we trust much in your discre-

tion and good management for obtaining them on terms

still better than these, if possible.

Instructions to Thomas Barclay and J. Lamb.

Grosvenor Square, Westminster, ?
October 6, 1785. 5

Sir,

The United States of America in Congress assembled

on the 14th day of February last, resolved that the

Ministers of the United States, who are directed to form

treaties with the Emperor of Morocco, and the regencies

of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, be empowered to apply

any money in Europe belonging to the United States to

that use. As you are appointed to proceed to Morocco
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as agent for forming such treaty with the Emperor, you

are hereby authorized and empowered to draw bills of

exchange, to the amount of a sum not exceeding twenty

thousand dollars, at one or two usances upon
" John

Adams, Esq. Minister Plenipotentiary of the United

States of America, at the Court of Great Britain, residing

in Grosvenor square, at the corner between Duke street

and Brook street," who will regularly accept and pay the

same either at the house of R. &t C. Puller in London, or

of Wilhem & John Willink, and Nicholas & Jacob

Staphorts at Amsterdam.

Your bills are, however, to be always accompanied

with a letter of advice in your hand writing to Mr. Adams,

a duplicate of which you will also send by some other

conveyance.

With great respect, &c.

Grosvenor square, London,

October 6, 1785. JOHN ADAMS,
Paris, October 11, 1785. TH: JEFFERSON.

N. B. A letter of credit of the same tenor is also

given to John Lamb, Esq, agent to the Dey and govern-

ment of Algiers, substituting "forty thousand" instead of

"twenty thousand dollars," and adding after the passage

"with a letter of advice" "and as your hand writing is

wholly unknown to Mr. Adams, these letters of advice

are always to be in the hand writing of Paul R. Randall,

Esq. who accompanies you, whose hand writing is left in

the custody of Mr. Adams, as a check and a proof by

comparison. The letters however are to be subscribed

by you."

3W WO* c?
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JOHN ADAMS, MINISTERS,

&-C. TO THE EMPEROR OF MOROCCO.

The Congress of the United States of America, after

the conclusion of that war which established their free-

dom and independence, and after the cares which were

first necessary for the restoration of order and regular

Government, turned their attention in the first moment

possible, to the connexions which it would be proper to

form with the nations on this side the Atlantic, for the

maintenance of friendship, and improvement of commerce

with them.

They, therefore, on the twelfth day of May, in the

last year, thought proper to appoint us, with Doctor Ben-

jamin Franklin, their Ministers Plenipotentiary to nego-

tiate and conclude such treaties of amity and commerce,

as should be agreed on with those nations.

The variety of the commissions of this nature, with

which we were charged, rendered impracticable our at-

tending in person at the several Courts, to which they

were addressed, and required that we should execute

them by the intervention of confidential persons, to be

sent to those Courts. Congress, sensible of this, have

been pleased, by other full powers, bearing date the

eleventh day of March last, to give to the same Minis-

ters, or a majority of them, authority to appoint such

agents for the purpose ofnegotiating these treaties under our

instructions, of bringing them to maturity, and of signing

them in a preliminary form, referring them to us for de-

finitive execution, as by the full powers, a copy of which

we have the honor of transmitting herewith to your Ma-

jesty,
will more particularly appear. Doctor Franklin,
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our colleague, having found it necessary to return to

America, the execution of these full powers has devolved

on us alone.

As the circumstances before explained, put it out of

our power, to have the honor of presenting ourselves in

person, at the Court of your Majesty, so others super-

vened, which rendered impracticable our meeting at any

other place, such Ministers as your Majesty might con-

descend to authorize to treat with us, on the subjects with

which we were charged : one of us being placed as Min-

ister Plenipotentiary for the United States, at the Court

of Great Britain, and the other in the same character, at

the Court of France.

We have, therefore, adopted the only remaining

method, that of sending a confidential agent, according to

the authority given us, to* testify to your Majesty our

high respect and gratitude, for the friendly disposition you

have manifested to the United States, to assure you of

the desire of our country, to form a connexion with a

sovereign so renowned for his power, his wisdom, his

justice, and to concert with such Minister as your Ma-

jesty shall think proper to appoint, those conditions which

will be most advantageous for both nations to adopt for

the regulation of their commerce, and of their mutual

conduct towards each other.

The person whom we charge with this high mission, is

Thomas Barclay, Esquire, possessing, in the highest de-

gree, the confidence of the United States, and as such,

having been several years, and still being, their Consul

General, with our great and good friend and ally, the King

of France.

Although our full powers reserve to us the ultimate
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signature of the treaty to be established, yet such is our

reliance on the wisdom and integrity of Mr. Barclay, that

we assure your Majesty, you may have full faith in what-

ever he shall agree to, and that the same, when sent to

us, will be returned with our signature, in order to receive

that of the person, whom your Majesty shall commission

for the same purpose.

With the most profound respect and our best wishes

for the health, happiness, prosperity, and glory, of your

Imperial Majesty, we have the honor to subscribe our-

selves,

Your Majesty's

Most obedient humble Servants.

N. B. In the letter to Algiers the term "your Majes-

ty," is changed
" to testify, &;c." included in crotchets,

is left out, and instead of the passage
" Thomas Barclay,"

is inserted " John Lamb, Esquire, a citizen of the United

"
States, in whose wisdom and integrity we have so high

" confidence that, though our full powers reserve to us

" the ultimate signature of the treaty, that we can ven-

" ture to assure that we will ratify and

" confirm definitively, whatever preliminary condition he

" shall agree to and transmit to us for that purpose."

FROM JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE

COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Sir,

The friendly disposition which his Majesty has been

pleased to show, to the United States ofAmerica, on every
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occasion, as well as the assurances given them in the eighth

article ofthe treaty of amity and commerce, that he would

employ his good offices and interposition, with the pow-

ers on the coast of Barbary, to provide for the safety of

the citizens of the United States, their vessels and effects,

encouraged us to address you our letter of March 28th,

on that subject. To this, you were pleased to favor us

with an answer on the 28th April, enclosing the senti-

ments of his Excellency the M. de Castries on the same

subject, and confirming our expectations of his Majesty's

good offices, whensoever we should be efficaciously pre-

pared, to enter into negotiation with these States. As

circumstances rendered impracticable our proceeding in

person to that coast, Congress has been pleased to invest

us with full powers, authorizing us to substitute agents to

proceed thither, for the purpose of negotiating and ma-

turing the terms of a treaty, and signing them in a preli-

minary form, but requiring their definitive execution by

us. They have also permitted, and enabled us to com-

ply with those demands, to which other nations are in the

habit of submitting. In consequence of these powers,

we have appointed Thomas Barclay, Esquire, agent to

the Court of Morocco, and John Lamb, Esquire, to the

government of Algiers, who will immediately proceed to

their respective destinations, for the purpose of negotiat-

ing treaties of amity and commerce with those two

powers.

It remains for us to apprise your Excellency of these

transactions, and to beg leave, through you, to represent

to his Majesty, that, being now fully vested with the

powers requisite, for carrying these negotiations into ef-

fect, and enabled to comply with such moderate demands,
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as actual circumstances give us reason to expect, the

moment is arrived, in which his powerful influence with

those States, may be interposed to our great benefit ;
and

to pray that he will interpose it, either by direct address

to those powers, or through the medium of his Minis-

ters, Consuls, or Agents residing there, or in such other

manner, as his Majesty shall judge most consistent with

his honor, and most likely to avail the United States of

his efficacious aid.

We have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN ADAMS,
TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JOHN ADAMS TO MR.

CARMICHAEL.

Mr. Barclay will deliver you this letter in his way to

Morocco.

We have appointed him to this negotiation, in hopes

of obtaining the friendship of that State to our country,

and of opening, by that means, the commerce of the

Mediterranean, an object of sufficient importance to in-

duce him to accept of the trust.

We recommend him and Colonel Franks, who goes

with him, to your attention and assistance, and we par-

ticularly desire you to interest the Court of Spain in his

favor, if you think it practicable. Your success upon

many occasions with the Spanish Ministers, gives us hopes

that you may obtain for him instructions or letters, to

Spanish Consuls or other gentlemen, which may con-

tribute both to the comfort of his travels, and the success

of his mission.
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Any despatches for us, which he may convey to you,

your own just sense of the importance of them, will in-

duce you to transmit to us with all possible care.

We are informed of the friendly attention of the Court

of Madrid, to the case of our fellow-citizens, late in cap-

tivity, as well as on many other occasions, and, if yon

think it will not be taken amiss, you will oblige us by ex-

pressing our grateful sense of it, wherever you think

proper.

With great respect, we have honor to be, he

London, Sept. 12, 1785, JOHN ADAMS,
TH: JEFFERSON.

N. B. A Similar letter was given to Mr. Lamb.

Draft of a treaty of amity and commerce, between the

United States of America and the for

the purpose of establishing peace, and friendship, and

commerce, between the United States of America and

their citizens, on the one part, and and

his subjects on the other, the parties have established

the following articles.

ARTICLE i. There shall be a firm, inviolable and uni-

versal peace and sincere friendship between the United

States of America, and their citizens on the one part, and

and his subjects on the other part, without

exception of persons or places.

ARTICLE n. His Majesty agrees to release all citi-

zens of the United States, now in captivity in his do-

minions, and to restore all property, which has been taken

by any of his subjects, from citizens of the United States.
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ARTICLE in. No vessels of his Majesty shall make

captures, or cruise within sight of the coasts of the United

States.

ALTICLE iv. No citizen or subject of either party

shall take from any power with whom the other may be

at war, any commission or letter of marque for arming

any vessel, to act as a privateer against the other, on

pain of being punished as a pirate.

ARTICLE v. If one of the parties should be engaged
in war with any other power, the free intercourse and

commerce of the subjects or citizens of the party remain-

ing neutral with the belligerent powers, shall not be inter-

rupted. On the contrary in that case, as in full peace,

the vessels of the neutral party may navigate freely, to

and from the ports, and on the coasts of the belligerent

parties, free vessels making free goods; inasmuch that

all things shall be adjudged free, which shall be on board

any vessel belonging to the neutral party, although such

things belong to an enemy of the other
;
and the same

freedom shall be extended to persons, who shall be on

board a free vessel, although they should be enemies to

the other party, unless they be soldiers in actual service

of such enemy.

In like manner all persons, subjects, or citizens, of either

party, and all property belonging to subjects, or citizens of

either party, found on board a vessel of the enemy of the

other, shall be free from capture and detention.

ARTICLE vi. In the same case where one of the par-

ties is engaged in a war with any other power, that the

vessels of the neutral party may be readily and certainly

known, it is agreed that they shall be provided with sea

letters, or passports, which shall express the name,
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the property and burthen of the vessel, as also the name

and dwelling of the master; which passports shall be

made out in good and due forms, (to be settled by con-

ventions between the parties whenever occasion shall re-

quire) shall be renewed, as often as the vessel shall return

into port, and shall be exhibited whensoever required, as

well in the open sea, as in port. But if the said vessel

be under convoy, of one or more vessels of war belong-

ing to the neutral party, the simple declaration of the of-

ficer, commanding the convoy, that the said vessel belongs

to the party of which he is, shall be considered as estab-

lishing the fact, and shall relieve both parties from the

trouble of further examination.

ARTICLE vn. And to prevent entirely all disorder and

violence in such cases, it is stipulated, that when the ves-

sels of the neutral party, sailing without convoy, shall be

met by any vessel of war, public or private of the other

party, such vessel of war shall not approach within cannon

shot of the said neutral vessel, nor send more than two

or three men in their boat, on board the same to examine

her sea letters or passports.

ARTICLE vm. All persons belonging to any vessel

of war, public or private, who shall molest or injure in

any manner whatever, the people, vessel, or effects, of

the other party, shall be responsible in their persons and

property, for damages and interest, sufficient security for

which, shall be given by all commanders of private arm-

ed vessels, before they are commissioned.

ARTICLE ix. All citizens of the United States, taken

by any of the powers of Barbary or their subjects, and

brought into any of the ports or dominions of the Em-

peror of Morocco, shall be immediately set at liberty by
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the Emperor ;
and all vessels and merchandize, belong-

ing to citizens of the United States, and taken by any of

the said powers, or their subjects, and brought into any

of the ports, or dominions of his Majesty, shall, in like

manner, be caused by his Majesty to be delivered up by
the captors, without being carried out of port, and shall

be faithfully restored, to the said citizens owning them.

ARTICLE x. If the citizens or subjects of either

party, in danger from tempests, pirates, enemies, or other

accidents, or needing repairs, or supplies of water, food,

or other necessaries, shall take refuge, with their vessels

or effects, within the harbors, or jurisdiction of the other;

or, if the armed vessels, public or private, of either par-

ty shall take such refuge, for any of the same causes,

they shall be received, protected and treated with hu-

manity and kindness, and shall be permitted to furnish

themselves, at reasonable prices, with all refreshments,

provisions and other things necessary for their suste-

nance, health and accommodation, and for the repair of

their vessels.

ARTICLE xi. When any vessel, of either party, shall

be wrecked, foundered, or otherwise damaged on the

coasts, or within the dominions of the other, their respec-

tive subjects or citizens shall receive, as well for them-

selves as for their vessels and effects, the same assistance

which would be due, to the inhabitants of the country

where the damage happens, and shall pay the same

charges and dues only, as the said inhabitants of the

country would be subject to pay in a like case ;
and if

the operations of repair shall require, that the whole or

any part of their cargoes be unloaded, they shall pay no

duties, charges or fees on the part, which they shall re-

lade and carry away.
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ARTICLE xn. The vessels of the subjects, or citizens

of either party, coming on any coast belonging to the

other, but not willing to enter into any port, or being en-

tered into port, and not willing to unload their cargoes, or

break bulk, shall have liberty to depart and to pursue their

voyage, without molestation, and without being obliged

to pay any duties, charges or fees, whatsoever, or to ren-

der any account of their cargo.

ARTICLE xm. Each party shall endeavor, by all the

means in their power, to protect and defend all vessels

and other effects, belonging to the citizens or subjects of

the other, and the persons of the citizens or subjects of

the other, which shall be within the extent of their juris-

diction by sea or land, and shall use all their efforts to

liberate such persons, and to recover and cause to be re-

stored to the right owners, their vessels and effects, which

shall be taken within the extent of their said jurisdiction.

ARTICLE xiv. Whenever the vessels of either party,

in any port of the other, shall be about to depart, all hos-

tile vessels in the same port, or its vicinities, shall be de-

tained by the party, within whose jurisdiction they are,

until such vessel shall have had a reasonable time to

escape.

ARTICLE xv. No vessels of war of the United States,

within the ports of his Majesty, shall be searched under

pretence of their having on board fugitive slaves, or under

any other pretence whatever, nor shall any person be re-

quired to pay for any such slaves, nor to redeliver them,

if any such should really have taken asylum therein.

ARTICLE xvi. The vessels of war of either party,

coming to anchor in a port of the other, shall be saluted

by the forts or batteries, with as many guns as a vessel of
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the same size of any other nation, which vessel shall re-

turn the salute gun for gun.

ARTICLE xvn. The subjects or citizens of either party

may frequent the coasts and countries of the other, and

reside and trade there in all sorts of produce, manufac-

tures and merchandize, the purchase and sale of which

shall be free to all persons of every description unembar-

rassed by monopoly, paying no greater duties than the

most favored nation pays, and they shall enjoy all the rights,

privileges and exemptions, in navigation and commerce,

which the subjects of the most favored nation enjoy.

They shall also be free to pass and repass with their mer-

chandize, within the territories of the other, without being

obliged to obtain passports.

ARTICLE xvm. All merchants, commanders of ves-

sels, and other subjects and citizens of each party, shall

have free liberty, in all places within the dominion or

jurisdiction of the other, to manage their own business

themselves, or to employ whomsoever they please to

manage the whole, or any part for them
;
and shall not be

obliged to make use of any interpreter, broker or other

person, whatsoever, nor pay them any salaries or fees,

unless they choose to make use of them.

Moreover they shall not be obliged in loading or un-

loading their vessels, to make use of those workmen,

which may be appointed by public authority for that pur-

pose; but it shall be entirely free for them to load or un-

load them by themselves, or to make use of such persons

in loading or unloading them as they shall think fit, with-

out paying any fees or salary to any other whomsoever ;

neither shall they be forced to unload any sort of mer-

chandize into any other vessels, or to receive them into
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their own, or to wait for their being loaded longer than

they please.

ARTICLE six: No merchant or other citizen or sub-

ject of either party, within the territories of the other,

shall be obliged to buy or sell any merchandize or thing

against his will, and shall be free to buy and sell what-

ever he may think proper.

ARTICLE xx. That the vessels of either party loading

within the ports or jurisdiction of the other may not

be uselessly detained, it is agreed that all examina-

tions of goods required by the laws shall be made before

they shall be laden on board the vessel, and that there

shall be no examination after, nor shall the vessel be

searched at any time, unless articles shall have been

laden therein clandestinely and
illegally, in which case

the person by whose order they were carried on board, or

who carried them without order, shall be liable to the

laws of the land, in which he is
;
but no person shall

be molested, nor shall any other goods, nor the vessel

be seized or detained for that cause.

ARTICLE xxi. The subjects or citizens of either party,

their vessels and effects, shall not be liable to any embar-

go, seizure or detention on the part of the other for any

military expedition, or other public or private purpose

whatever
;
and in all cases of seizure, detention, or arrest

for debts contracted by any citizen or subject of the one

party, within the jurisdiction of the other, the same shall

be made and prosecuted by order and authority of law

only, and according to the regular course of proceeding

usual in such cases.

ARTICLE xxu. If any difference, either civil or crimi-

nal, arise between two citizens of the United States, with-
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in the territories of his Majesty, neither shall he bound to

answer or appear before the judiciary institutions of the

country, nor to obey any officer or process thereof
;
but it

shall be decided by the Consul for the United States,

who shall have full authority, in every such case, civil or

criminal, to proceed according to the instructions he shall

have received from Congress. But if the power of the

country shall be necessary to aid him in the arrest, deten-

tion or punishment of one of the parties, he shall receive

such aid.

ARTICLE xxm. If any citizen of the United States,

within the territories of his Majesty, assault, strike,

wound or kill a subject of his Majesty, or any other per-

son under his protection (other than a fellow citizen, which

case is herein before provided for,) he shall be punished

in the same manner, and not more rigorously than a sub-

ject, who should have committed the same offence, nor

shall he be punished until the Consul of his nation shall

have been called on to defend him
;
and if he make his

escape, neither the said Consul, nor any other citizen of

the said United States, shall be detained or molested on

that account.

A subject of his Majesty committing a like offence

within his territories, on a citizen of the United States,

shall be punished in the same manner as if he had com-

mitted it on one of his Majesty's subjects.

ARTICLE xxiv. The citizens or subjects of the Unit-

ed States, shall have power to dispose of their personal

goods, within the jurisdiction of his Majesty, by testa-

ment, donation or otherwise, and their representatives

shall succeed to their said personal goods, within the

same jurisdiction, by testament or ab intestate, and may
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take possession thereof, either by themselves or by others

acting for them, and dispose of the same at their will,

paying such dues only, as the inhabitants of the country,

wherein the said, goods are, shall be subject to pay in

like cases. And in case of the absence of the represen-

tative, the Consul, Vice Consul or Agent for the United

States, shall take care of the said goods, according to his

instructions, or, if there be no such Consul, Vice Con-

sul or Agent, then certain good and principal people of

the country shall be appointed to make an inventory of

them, and to take care of them for the representative, so

that the officers of the said country may not meddle with

them, on pretence of escheat, forfeiture, or any other

pretence whatever.

ARTICLE xxv. Each party shall be at liberty to keep

within any of the ports of the other, Consuls, Vice Con-

suls, Agents or Commissaries of their own appointment,

who shall be free and secure in their persons, houses and

effects, and shall not in any case be bound to answer for

the debts of any citizens of their nation, or others, un-

less they shall have obliged themselves thereto by writ-

ing. Each of them shall be at liberty to choose his own

interpreters, brokers and other agents and servants, to go

as often as he pleases on board any vessels in the har-

bors, to pass and repass in the country, to practice his

own religion in his own house openly and freely, and to

receive any other persons there to do the same, without

being subject to molestation or insult, by word or deed
;

he shall enjoy an exemption from all duties for the pro-

visions and necessaries of every >kind for his house and

family, shall be authorized to take depositions, authenti-

cate contracts, deeds, wills and other writings, give pass-
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ports, and perform all other the functions of his office

according to his instructions, without impediment from

any, but, on the contrary shall be aided therein by the

power of the country, when he shall ask such aid.

ARTICLE xxvi. If any contravention of this treaty

shall happen, the peace shall continue nevertheless
;
but

the party injured shall demand amicable reparation, and,

until this shall have been denied, shall not appeal to

arms.

ARTICLE xxvu. If war should arise between the

two parties, the subjects or citizens of either country,

then residing or being in the other, shall be allowed to

remain nine months to collect their debts and settle their

affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all their ef-

fects, without molestation or hindrance.

ARTICLE xxvm. If either party shall hereafter grant

to any other nation any particular favor in navigation and

commerce, it shall immediately become common to the

other party, freely where it is freely granted to such

other nation, or on yielding the compensation, where

such other nation does the same.

ARTICLE xxix. This treaty shall be in force fifty

years from the exchange of ratifications, which exchange

shall be within eighteen months from the date hereof,

and in the meantime the several articles thereof shall be

observed on both sides, as if they were already ratified.

In witness whereof, &,c.
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Report of Secretary Jay.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

May 11, 1786. $

The Secretary of the United States for the Department

of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a letter of

the llth October last, from the Honorable Mr. Jeffer-

son, with the sundry papers that were enclosed with it,

Reports ;

That as this letter and these papers respect subjects

unconnected with each other, your Secretary finds it ne-

cessary to arrange them under different heads, and report

on each in its proper order.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE BAKBARY POWEKS.

1st. The commissions of Messrs. Adams and Jeffer-

son appointing Mr. Barclay to treat with Morocco, and

Mr. Lamb with Algiers, and their general instructions to

each of them, and the project of a treaty, all of which

appear to your Secretary to be proper; but he much

doubts whether the sums allotted for presents and peace

offerings will be sufficient.

2d. A letter to Mr. Jefferson from Richard O'Bryen,

master of the ship Dauphin, belonging to Messrs. Mathew

and Thomas Irwin &c Co. of Philadelphia, captured by

the Algerines 30th July, 1785. This letter is similar to

one written by the same person, on the 28th August last,

to his Excellency the President of Congress, and on

which your Secretary made report the 2d January last.

This letter, however, gave occasion to the supplemen-

tary instruction to Mr. Lamb, by which he is authorized

to supply and redeem American captives, in the manner

and on the terms therein specified. Mr. Jefferson, in men-
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tioning this instruction says,
" The supplementary in-

'

struction to Mr. Lamb, No. 5, must rest for justification
" on the emergency of the case. The motives which
" lead to it must be found in the feelings of the human
"

heart, in a partiality for those sufferers, who are of our
" own country, and the obligations of every Government
" to yield protection to their citizens, as the consideration

" of their obedience. It will be a comfort to know that

"
Congress does not disapprove of this step."

In cases of this kind, your Secretary thinks the senti-

ments and pleasure of Congress should not remain doubt-

ful, and that in his opinion it be,

Resolved, That the Secretary for the Department of

Foreign Affairs, inform Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson

that Congress approve of their supplementary instruction

to Mr. Lamb, respecting American captives at Algiers.

TREATY WITH PORTUGAL.

Mr. Jefferson says,
" That considering the treaty with

"
Portugal among the most interesting to the United

"
States, he sometime ago took occasion, at Versailles, to

" ask the Portuguese Ambassador, -if he had yet received

" from his Court an answer to their letter. He told him
" he had not, but that he would make it the subject of

" another letter. Two days ago his Secretary of Lega-
" tion called on him with a letter from his Minister to the

"
Ambassador, in which was the following paragraph, as

" he translated it to him, and he committed it to writing
" from his mouth." This paragraph being in French,

the following is a translation of it, viz :

" With respect to

" what your Excellency mentions of a conversation with

" the American Minister, that power ought already to be
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"
persuaded, by the manner in which their vessels have

" been received here, that his Majesty would have much
"

satisfaction, in maintaining perfect harmony and good
"
correspondence with the United States. But it would

" be proper to begin by reciprocally appointing persons
" who at least, in the character of agent, should respec-
"

tively inform their constituents of whatever might con-

" duce to a knowledge of the interest of the two nations,
" without prejudice to the one or the other. It is the first

"
step which appears convenient to take, in order to the

" end proposed."

Mr. Jefferson says he considers that answer " as de-

"
finitive of all further measures under his and Mr. Ad-

" ams' commission to Portugal."

Here it appears proper to your Secretary to remind

Congress of a letter of 5th November last from Mr.

Adams, on this subject, and on which he thinks instruc-

tions should be given to Mr. Adams.

It states the substance of a conference between him

and the Chevalier Pinto, Envoy Extraordinary and Min-

ister Plenipotentiary from Portugal ;
to whom it seems

that Court had thought proper to commit the conduct of

their negotiations with us, in preference to their Ambas-

sador at the Court of France.

The overture made in that conference, together with

the importance of our trade to Portugal, induces your

Secretary to think that it would be advisable to take mea-

sures, for concluding a treaty of commerce with that king-

dom
;
and the more so, as the commercial privileges we

now enjoy in their ports, are matters of favor, which

may at any time be recalled, and which would probably

be diminished, if apparent inattentlbn to their friendly

overtures, should mortify and disgust that Court.
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TREATIES WITH OTHER POWERS.

A subsequent letter from Mr. Jefferson, viz : 27th Jan-

uary, 1786, mentions that the Emperor is willing to pro-

ceed with us. There is reason to believe that Denmark

is also ready, and that Naples has intimated the same

thing.

Your Secretary has in former reports expressed his

sentiments, respecting treaties of the kind proposed, but

as the first overtures for them were made by America, it

seems difficult now to retract, merely because the an-

swers though favorable have been so long delayed. The

delicate situation of the United States requires caution,

and it might be better to submit to some temporary evil,

rather than disgust those powers, who may now be ready

to enter into treaties with us
;
and whose ports in case of

war might be very convenient to us. Your Secretary is

therefore much inclined to think, that it would be more

prudent to renew the commission, and by limiting the du-

ration of the proposed treaties to a short term, provide

that the inconveniences arising from them, shall not be of

longer continuance. Circumstances will by that time

probably place the United States on more advantageous

ground, and enable them to make treaties far more bene-

ficial, than any that can now be expected. In his opinion

however no further overtures should be made, nor any

negotiations for such treaties commenced with any nation,

except those who may have declared their readiness and

inclination to enter into them.

All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.

JOHN JAY.

VOL. n56
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, December 24, 1785.

Sir,

Since my last to you, which were dated the 6th and

1 1th of October, I have been honored with yours of the

1st, 14th and 15th of September. Since the departure

of Mr. Fitzhugh, who carried my last, no confidential

opportunity of writing has offered. The present I send by

way of London, and being to pass through the post offi-

ces of both countries, shall mention in it nothing but

what both are welcome to see.

I now transmit you Mr. Limozin's answer, relative to

Fortin's case. You will see by this, that Fortin never

had commenced a suit here at all, and of course was pre-

mature in his complaints of the delay of justice.

I enclose, also, a copy of a receipt of Commodore

Jones, for moneys paid him on account of the prizes

taken by him. It will enable the Commissioners to enter

due debits. The Mareschal de Castries having been

pleased to direct copies of the receipts to be furnished to

me, in proportion as payments are made, I shall take care

to forward them.

The prospectus of the mercantile establishment at

Trieste, for a commerce with the United States, which I

have the honor of now enclosing, was communicated to

me by the Imperial Ambassador here, by order of his

Sovereign, who asks the patronage of Congress for this

company. I assured his Ambassador, that they might

rely on every protection from Congress, should any cir-

cumstances ever call for their interference.
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I take the liberty of sending you copies of two letters

I wrote to Messrs. Van Staphorst, in answer to some

inquiries they made of me, relative to some paper secu-

rities of the United States, proposed to them by Mr.

Daniel Parker.

Being informed that they afterwards received these

securities, as for the United States, perhaps these letters

may throw light on that measure. At any rate, they

will shew, that I considered it as out of my province,

and meddled not in it, further than by informing them of

matters of fact.

An American gentleman, who will leave this place for

New York, about the 1st of February, will enable me to

write to you on subjects, not proper for the present con-

veyance.

In the meantime, it may be expedient to mention that

the duties here on American whale oil, are reduced to

eleven livres, five sous, the barrel of five hundred pounds,

French, or about two livres in the English hundred.

They were, before, thirty-six livres fifteen sous, the bar-

rel of five hundred pounds.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

TH: JEFFERSON.

MR. LIMOZIN's ANSWER RELATIVE TO FORTIN's CASE.

Havre de Grace, October 4, 1785.

Most Honored Sir,

Agreeably to my promise, I have the honor to transmit

to your Excellency a copy of the letter I wrote the llth

October, 1782, to Joseph Fortin, about the estate to
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which he would be entitled, had his father not altered his

Christian name when he landed in America.

With the copy of the said letter, is that of the register

taken from the books of the Church, and an authentic

advertisement of sales.

By these vouchers, your Excellency will be able to

see, that it is impossible for that Fortin to claim the said

estate, as long as he will call himself son of Joseph For-

tin, as he does by the vouchers he sent me
;
because none

of the family of the deceased Fortin who left that estate,

was called Joseph.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ANDREW LIMOZIN.

FROM ANDREW LIMOZIN TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Havre de Grace, October 11, 1785.

Most Honored Sir,

I received, just now, the letters your Excellency has

honored me with the 8th of this month.

I have not been imprudent enough to begin a law suit

with the vouchers Fortin sent me, because, according to

our laws, I was sure to lose it directly, and to prevent (by

giving communication of such vouchers) the said Fortin

to ever have the least right to the estate, about which I

wrote to him.

For, under the name of Joseph Fortin, he will never

be entitled to enjoy the said estate. For it is proved by

the Church books, that none of the deceased Fortin's

family, who left the estate, were called Joseph, but that

there is one missing called Jean Baptiste.
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I would not begin a law suit, because I should be sure

to lose it, and who would re-iraburse me for my expenses?

There is no other method for that Forth, but to get his

vouchers under the name of Jean Baptiste, instead of that

of Joseph, and if he cannot do it, he will never get a

farthing.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ANDREW LIMOZIN.

FROM M. DE CASTRIES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

Fontainebleau, October 28, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor to send you certified copies of the

two receipts which Mr. Jones has given to the treasurer

of the port of L'Orient for the sums which have been

paid to him, as shares of the prizes belonging to the sub-

jects of the United States.

You will observe, sir, that Mr. Jones has received

one hundred andJive thousand one hundred and eighty-Jive

livres, three sols, six deniers, for the crew of the Alliance

frigate, and seventy Jive thousand eight hundred and

fifty three livres, eighteen sols, four deniers, as well for

the shares of prizes due to him personally, as for those of

the Americans, belonging to the vessels called the Bon

Homme Richard, and the Pallas frigate.

I have the honor to be, &c.

LE M. DE CASTRIES.
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Shares of the prizes made in 1779, by the squadron of

Commodore Paul Jones.

Translation.

To M. Paul Jones, Commandant of the squadron con-

sisting of the Bon Homme Richard, the Alliance, the

Pallas, and the Vengeance, as well for what is due to

him, as Captain of the Bon Homme Richard, as for the

shares of the Americans and foreigners, composing the

crew of the said vessel, and for several powers in favor

of the said Commodore, the sum of Liv.15,53% Qs. 5d.

To the said Sieur Paul Jones for

the shares due to the Americans,

who belonged to the Pallas frigate,

amounting to, 321 17 11

Total. Liv. 75,853 18 4

We, Commodore of the naval forces of the United

States of America, authorized by the Congress, and the

Mareschal de Castries, Minister and Secretary of State

for the Department of Marine, to receive the amount of

prizes of the American subjects and foreigners, according

to a letter of the 15th July, 1785, acknowledge to have

received of M. Gratien de Comorre, treasurer of Marine

for this port, and charged with the continuance of the

payments of the late M. Bourgeois, the sum of seventy

five thousand eight hundred and fifty three livres, eighteen

sols, four deniers, in full,.

PAUL JONES.
L'Orient, August 18, 1785.
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Certified to have counted, the 18th August last, to

Commodore Paul Jones, the sum of seventy-five thou-

sand, eight hundred and fifty-three livres, eighteen sols,

four deniers. Given at L'Orient, 10th October, 1785.

GRATIEN DE COMORRE.

Shares of the prizes made in 1779, by the Squadron

of Commodore Paul Jones.

Translation.

L'Orient, September 5, 1785.

To M. Paul Jones, Commandant of the squadron,

consisting of the Bon Homme Richard, the Alliance,

the Pallas, and the Vengeance, for what is due to the

frigate Alliance, commanded by M. Landais, the sum of

one hundred and five thousand, one hundred and eighty-

five livres, three sols, six deniers. 105,185/tv. 3s. 6d.

We, Commodore of the naval forces of the United

States of America, authorized by the Congress and or-

ders of the Mareschal de Castries, Minister and Secre-

tary of State, for the Department of Marine, to receive

the amount due to the Alliance frigate, belonging to the

United States, commanded by M. Landais, according to

the despatches of 19th and 26th August, 1785, ac-

knowledge to have received of M. Gratien de Comorre,

Treasurer of Marine for this port, and charged with

the continuation of the payments of the late Mr. Bour-

geois, the sum of one hundred and five thousand, one

hundred and eighty-five livres, three sols, six deniers,

in full.

PAUL JONES.
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Certified to have counted, the 5th September, 1-785,

to Commodore Paul Jones, the sum of one hundred and

five thousand, one hundred and eighty-five livres, three

sols, six deniers.

Given at L'Orient, 10th October, 1785.

GRATIEN DE COMORRE.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO MESSRS. VAN STAPHORST.

Paris, October 12, 1785.

Gentlemen,

The receipt of your favor of September 19th, should

not have been so long unacknowledged, but that I have

been peculiarly and very closely engaged, ever since it

came to hand.

With respect to the expediency of the arrangement

you propose to make with Mr. Parker, I must observe to

you that it would be altogether out of my province, to

give an official opinion for your direction.

These transactions appertain altogether to the Com-

missioners of the Treasury, to whom you have very pro~

perly written on the occasion. I shall always be willing,

however, to apprise you of any facts I may be acquaint-

ed with, and which might enable you to proceed with

more certainty ;
and even to give my private opinion,

where I am acquainted with the subject, leaving you the

most perfect liberty to give it what weight you should

think proper.

In the present case, I cannot give even a private opin-

ion, because I am not told what are precisely the secu-

rities offered by Mr. Parker. So various are the securities
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of the United States, that unless they are precisely de-

scribed by their dates, consideration, and other material

circumstances, no man on earth can say what they are

worth. One fact, however, is certain, that all debts, of

any considerable amount, contracted by the United States,

while their paper money existed, are subject to a deduc-

tion, and not payable at any fixed period.

I think I may venture to say also, that there are no

debts of the United States on the same footing, with the

money loaned by Holland, except those due to the Kings

of France and Spain.

However, I hope you will soon receive the answers of

the Commissioners, which alone can decide authoritative-

ly what is to be done.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO MESSRS. VAN STAPHORSTS.

Paris, October 25, 1785.

Gentlemen,

I received yesterday your letter of the 20th instant.

In order to give you the information you desire on the

subject of the liquidated debts of the United States, and

the comparative footing on which they stand, I must ob-

serve to you that the first and great division of our fede-

ral debt is into ; 1 . foreign, and 2. domestic. The fo-

reign debt comprehends; 1. the loan of the government

of Spain, 2. the loan from the government of France,

and from the Farmer's General, 3. the loans negotiated

in Holland by order of Congress. This branch of our

debt stands absolutely singular : no man in the United

VOL. n57
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States having ever supposed that Congress or their legis-

latures can in any wise modify or alter it. They justly

view the United States as the one party, and the lenders

as the other, and that the consent of both would be requi-

site, were any modification proposed. But with respect

to the domestic debt, they consider Congress as repre-

senting both the borrowers and lenders, and that the mo-

difications which have taken place in this, have been ne-

cessary to do justice between the two parties, and that

they flowed properly from Congress as their mutual um-

pire. The domestic debt comprehends; 1. the army

debt, 2. the loan office debt, 3, the liquidated debt, 4.

the unliquidated debt. The first term includes debts to

the officers and soldiers for pay, bounty, and subsistence.

The second term means moneys put into the loan office of

the United States, the 3rd comprehends all debts con-

tracted by quarter-masters, commissaries and others, duly

authorized to procure supplies for the army, and which

have been liquidated (that is settled) by commissioners

appointed under the resolution of Congress of June 12th

1780, or by the officer who made the contract. The 4th

comprehends the whole mass of debts described in the

preceding article, which have not yet been liquidated.

These are in a course of liquidation and are passing over

daily into the 3rd class. The debts of this 3rd class,

that is the liquidated debts is, the object of your inquiry;

no time is fixed for the payment of it, no fund as yet de-

termined, nor any firm provision for the interest in the

meantime. The consequence is, that the certificates of

these debts sell greatly below par. When I left America

they could be bought for from 2s.6d. to 15s. in the pound.

This difference proceeding from the circumstance of some

States having provided for paying the interest, on those
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in their own State, which others had not. Here an opin-

ion had arisen with some, and propositions had even been

made in the legislatures for paying off the principal of

these debts, with what they had cost the holder and in-

terest on that.

This opinion is far from being general, and I am of

opinion will not prevail. But it is among possible events.

I have been thus particular, that you might be able to

judge, not only in the present case, but also in others,

should any attempt be made to speculate in your city, on

these papers.

It is a business in which foreigners will be in great

danger of being duped. It is a science which bids de-

fiance to the bounds of reason. To understand it, a man

must, not only be on the spot and be perfectly possessed

of all the circumstances relative to every species of these

papers, but he must have that dexterity which the habit

of buying and selling them alone gives.

The brokers of these certificates are few in number,

and any other person, venturing to deal with them, en-

gages in a very unequal contest.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH : JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, January 2, 1786.

Sir,

Several conferences and letters having passed between

the Count de Vergennes and myself, 011 the subject of

the commerce of this country with the United States, I
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think them sufficiently interesting to be communicated to

Congress.

They are stated in the form of a report, and are herein

enclosed.

The length of this despatch, perhaps, needs apology;

yet I have not been able to abridge it, without omitting

circumstances, which I thought Congress would rather

choose to know. Some of the objects of these confer-

ences present but small hopes for the present, but they

seem to admit a possibility of success at some future mo-

ment.

The enclosed letter from the Baron Thulemeier will

inform you of the ratification, by the King of Prussia, of

the treaty concluded with him. My answer accompanies

it. I have no doubt but you have long ago received no-

tice of this from Mr. Dumas, whose opportunities of con-

veying letters are so much more frequent than mine, espe-

cially since the French packets have been nearly discon-

tinued. Mr. Crevecoeur is laboring to re-establish them,

and under some hopes of success.

From Mr. Adams you have doubtless been also notified

of the overtures from Portugal, to treat with us at Lon-

don.

We are probably indebted for this new spur towards

us, to the commercial arrangements which are on the

tapis between France and England ;
and I think it for-

tunate that they have chosen to commit the negotiation

to their Minister in London, rather than to their Ambas-

sador here, whose torpid character would probably have

spun it to a great length.

I communicated to the Count de Vergennes, according

to your commands, the report of Captain Shaw's voyage
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to China, making, at the same time, those acknowledg-

ments which were due, for these new proofs of the friend-

ship of the French nation towards us. I enclose you my
letter and his answer, whereby you will see that he thought

it a proper occasion to express the dissatisfaction of this

Court, with the acts of some of the American Legisla-

tures, on the subject of foreign commerce, and to hint

that their continuance would render measures necessary

here, to countervail the inequalities they supposed us to

be establishing.

I also enclose my reply, and have now the honor to

submit those transactions to the consideration of Con-

gress, who are best able to calculate the result of such

a commercial contest, (should it arise) and who will be

so good as to instruct me as to their pleasure therein, as

an answer will be expected by this Court, within such

time as they think reasonable.

I have been long in conveying this correspondence to

you, but I have never, since it was closed, had a confi-

dential opportunity of transmitting it, and am now ob-

liged to trust it with the other despatches, enclosed to a

gentleman going to London, who promises to seek a safe

conveyance from thence to New York. I send you, at

the same time, the arrets of August 30th, 1784, Sep-

tember 18th and 24th, 1785, which were spoken of in

my letter.

Having observed, by the journals of Congress, that

the establishment of a mint has been under . conside-

ration, I send a late declaration of the King, by which,

will be seen the proportion between the value of gold

and silver, as newly established here.
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My former letters will have notified to you Mr.

Lamb's departure for Algiers.

I have received no letter from him since he left this

place. We only know, that he was at Madrid on the

10th December.

When Mr. Barclay was on the point of setting out for

Morocco, Mr. Beaumarchais (who had hitherto declined

settling with him) tendered him a settlement of. his ac-

counts. The immense amount of these accounts, with

the hope that they would not occupy much time, and a

persuasion, that no man on earth could so well settle

them as Mr. Barclay, who is intimately acquainted with

many of the transactions, on which they are founded,

induced me to think that the interests of the United

States would not suffer so much by a short delay of the

journey to Morocco, from whence nothing disagreeable

was to be immediately apprehended, as they would

suffer by leaving such accounts as these, to be' settled by

persons less competent. I advised Mr. Barclay to pro-

ceed to the settlement. I wrote to Mr. Adams, asking

his opinion thereon, and to Mr. Carmichael, praying him

to find means of making known to the Emperor of Mo-

rocco, that a negotiator was actually commissioned, and

would soon proceed to his Court. Mr. Adams concur-

red with me in opinion, and those accounts are now in

such forwardness, that Mr. Barclay assures me, he shall

be able to set out the ensuing week. I enclose two let-

ters from Captain Stevens, one of our captives at Al-

giers, to Mr. Harrison, at Cadiz, which were forwarded

to me by Mr. Carmichael.

I have taken opportunities of speaking with the Che-

valier de la Luzerne, on the subject of his return to



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 455

America, and to press it by all those inducements, which

assurances of the esteem entertained for him there, were

likely to excite. He told me there was no place he

would prefer to America, for the exercise of his func-

tions
; but he said, with great candor, that, as in the

diplomatic line, there are different grades of employ-

ment, and that an advancement from one to another of

these was usual, he wished, if possible, to avail himself

of present circumstances, to obtain a promotion. I sup-

pose, in fact, that if he can be sent to London, in the

room of the Count d'Adhemar, or to Holland, in the

room of the Marquis de Verac, who wishes to be trans-

ferred to London, as these are embassies, he will not in

either of these cases, return to America.

In the meantime, the emoluments of his office are, as

I suspect, rendered necessary to him by the expenses

he incurred in America.

From your favor of November 2nd, by Mr. Houdon,

which I received three days ago, it would seem that an

estimate is expected from him, of the cost .of the eques-

trian statue of General Washington. But, as this would

depend altogether on the dimensions of the statue, he

will be unable to make an estimate, till these dimensions

be decided. The Gazettes of France and Leyden, from

the 25th of October to this date, are forwarded here-

with.

I had the honor of writing to you by the way of Lon-

don, on the 24th of last month, and have now that of

assuring you of those sentiments of esteem and respect

with which,

I am, sir, &c.

TH : JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Hearing frequent complaints in this country, that little

of our commerce came to it
; that, while our flag cover-

ed the Thames, it was rarely to be seen in a port of

France, and that this proceeded from national prejudices ;

and observing that this complaint was often repeated, and

particularly relied on, by those who had opposed our ad-

mission into the French Islands, I thought it necessary, on

every possible occasion, to shew how much the cause was

mistaken, while the fact was admitted to be true. In

every conversation, therefore, with the Count de Ver-

gennes, I had endeavored to convince him, that were na-

tional prejudice alone listened to, our trade would quit

England and come to France
;
but that the impossibility

of making payments here, prevented our making pur-

chases. On a particular occasion, in the month of August,

I enumerated to him our exports, and shewed him that

for some of them there was no demand here, and that

others were received under such circumstances, as dis-

couraged their being brought. When, in going through

this enumeration, I came to the article of tobacco, he

observed that the King received such a revenue on that,

as could not be renounced. I told him we did not wish it

to be renounced, or even lessened, but only that the mo-

nopoly should be put down. That this might be effected

in the simplest manner, by obliging the importer to pay,

on entrance, a duty equal to what the King now received,

or to deposit his tobacco in the King's warehouses till it

was paid, and then permitting him a free sale of it.
" Ma

foi, (said the Count) c'est une bonne idee: il faut s y

penser" or "
y travailler" * I do not recollect which.

* My faith ! it is a good idea : we must think of it, or we must

act upon it.
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This answer was encouraging, and another circumstance

rendered it necessary to press this article, at this particular

moment. Though the general farm of the revenues had

still more than a twelve month to run, the treaty for the

removal of it, was actually begun between the Comp-
troller General and the Farmers General, and it was ex-

pected to be concluded during the voyage to Fontaine-

bleau, which was now approaching. Tobacco making
an article of that farm, it seemed to be the moment, when

it might be withdrawn from that contract. I had, there-

fore, intended to make a representation on the subject

which should bring, under the view of the King's Coun-

cil, the ill consequences of that monopoly, and induce

them to discontinue it. The manner in which the

Count de Vergennes appeared to be struck with the

idea suggested in the conversation beforementioned, de-

termined me to make this representation immediately.

As soon as I returned to Paris, therefore, I wrote him the

following letter, wherein I digested, and added to what I

had said to him, under the head of tobacco.

From Thomas Jefferson to the Count de Vergennes.

Paris, August 15, 1785.

In the conversation which I had the honor of having

with your Excellency a few days ago, on the importance

of placing at this time, the commerce between France and

America, on the best footing possible, among other ob-

jects of this commerce, that of tobacco was mentioned,

as susceptible of greater encouragement, and advantage

to the two nations. Always distrusting what I say in a

language I speak so imperfectly, I will beg your permis-
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sion to state in English the substance of what, I then had

the honor to observe, adding some more particular details,

for your consideration.

I find the consumption of tobacco in France, estimated

at from 15 to 30 millions of pounds. The most proba-

ble estimate however places it at 24 millions. This cost-

ing eight sous the pound, delivered in a port of France,

amounts to - -
*><&!*'*

- Livres 9,600,000

Allow 6 sous a pound as the average

cost of the different manufactures, - 7,200,000

The revenue which the King derives

from this is something less than - 30,000,000

Which would make the cost of the whole 46,800,000

But it is sold to the consumers at

an average of 3-8 livres the pound
- 72,000,000

There remains then for the expen-

ses of collection - - - 25,200,000

which is within a sixth as much as the King receives,

and so gives nearly one half for collecting the other. It

would be presumptive in me, a stranger, to suppose my
numbers perfectly accurate, I have taken them from the

best and most disinterested authorities I could find. Your

Excellency will know how far they are wrong, and should

you find them considerably wrong, yet I am persuaded

you will find, after strictly correcting them, that the col-

lection of this branch of the revenue still absorbs too

much.

My apology for making these remarks, will I hope be

found in my wishes to improve the commerce between
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the two nations, and the interest which my own country

will derive, from this improvement. The monopoly of the

purchase of tobacco in France, discourages both the

French and American merchant from bringing it here,

and from taking in exchange, the manufactures and pro-

ductions of France.

It is contrary to the spirit of trade and to the dispositions

of merchants to carry a commodity to any market, when

but one person is allowed to buy it
;
and where of course

that person fixes its price, which the seller must receive,

or re-export his commodity, at the loss of his voyage

hither. Experience accordingly shews that they carry it

to other markets, and that they take in exchange the mer-

chandize of the place, where they deliver it.

I am misinformed, if France has not been furnished

from a neighboring nation, with considerable quantities of

tobacco, since the peace, and obliged to pay there in

coin, what might have been paid here in manufactures,

had the French and American merchants brought the

tobacco originally here. I suppose, too, that the pur-

chases made by the Farmers General in America, are

paid for chiefly in coin, which coin is also remitted di-

rectly hence to England, and makes an important part of

the balances, supposed to be in favor of that nation

against this.

To satisfy government on this head, should the Far-

mers General, by themselves or by the company, to

whom they may commit the procuring these tobaccoes

from America, require the exportation of a proportion of

merchandize in exchange for them, it is an unpromising

expedient. It will only commit the exports, as well as

the imports between France and America, to a monopoly,
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which, being secure against rivals in the sale of the mer-

chandize of France, is not likely to sell at such mode-

rate prices, as may encourage its consumption there, and

enable it to bear a competition with similar articles, from

other countries.

I am persuaded, this exportation of coin may be pre-

vented, and that of commodities effected, by leaving both

operations to the French and American merchants, in-

stead of the Farmers General. They will import a suffi-

cient quantity of Tobacco, if they are allowed a perfect

freedom in the sale, and they will receive in payment,

wines, oils, brandies and manufactures, instead of coin,

forcing each other by their competition, to bring tobacco

of the best quality, to give to the French manufacturer

the full worth of his merchandize, and to sell to the

American consumer, at the lowest price they can afford
;

thus encouraging him, to use in preference, the merchan-

dize of this country.

It is not necessary that this exchange should be favor-

ed by any loss of revenue to the King. I do not mean

to urge any thing, which shall injure either his Majesty,

or his people. On the contrary, the measure I have the

honor of proposing, will increase his revenue, while it

places both the seller and buyer, on a better footing.

It is not for me to say, what system of collection may
be best adapted, to the organization of this government;

nor whether any useful hints may be taken from the

practice of that country, which has heretofore been the

principal entrepot of that commodity. Their system is

simple and little expensive. The importer there pays

the whole duty to the King, and, as this would be incon-

venient for him to do, before he has sold his tobacco, he
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is permitted, on arrival, to deposite it in the King's ware-

house, under the locks of the King's officer. As soon

as he has sold it, he goes with the purchaser to the ware-

house, the money is there divided between the King and

him, to each his proportion, and the purchaser takes out

the tobacco. The payment of the King's duty is thus

ensured in ready money. What is the expense of its

collection, I cannot say, but it certainly need not exceed

six livres a hogshead of one thousand pounds. That

government levies a higher duty on tobacco, than is levied

here
; yet so tempting and so valuable is the perfect

liberty of sale, that the merchant carries it there, and

finds his account in carrying it there.

If by a simplication of the collection of the King's

duty on tobacco, the cost of that collection can be re-

duced even to five per cent, or a million and a half instead

of twenty-five millions, the price to the consumer will be

reduced from three to two livres the pound. For thus I

calculate : the cost, manufacture and revenue, on twen-

ty-four million pounds of tobacco being, as stated before,

five per cent, on thirty million livres, Livres 46,800,000

Expenses of collection *i.>T-.!i! 1,500,000

Gives what the consumers would pay

being about two livres a pound, i'trw 48,300,000

But they pay at present three livres

a pound,
- - - ' <>i ifvfp.sn 72,000,000

The difference is,
- - : i J 23,700,000

The price being thus reduced one-third, would be

brought within the reach of a new and numerous circle

of the people, who cannot at present afford themselves
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this luxury. The consumption would then probably in-

crease, and perhaps, in the same, if not a greater propor-

tion, with the reduction of the price ;
that is to say, from

twenty-four to thirty-six millions of pounds: and the

King, continuing to receive twenty-five sous on the pound

as at present, would receive forty-five instead of thirty-

six millions of livres, while his subjects would pay but

two livres for an object, which has heretofore cost them

three. Or if, in the event the consumption were not to

be increased, he would levy only forty-eight millions on

his people, where seventy-two millions are now levied,

and would leave twenty-four millions in their pockets,

either to remain there, or to be levied in some other form,

should the state of his revenues require it.

It will enable his subjects also, to dispose of between

nine and ten millions worth of their produce and manu-

factures, instead of sending nearly that sum annually in

coin, to enrich a neighboring nation.

I have heard two objections made to the suppression

of this monopoly.

1st, That it might increase the importation of tobacco

in contraband. 2d, That it would lessen the abilities of

the Farmers General, to make occasional loans of money

to the public Treasury. These objections will certainly

be better answered by those who are better acquainted

than I am, with the details and circumstances of the

country. With respect to the first, however, I may ob-

serve, that contraband does not increase or lessen the

temptations to it. It is now encouraged by being able to

sell for sixty sous, what cost but fourteen, leaving a gain of

forty-six sous. When the price shall be reduced from

sixty to forty sous, the gain will be but twenty-six j
that
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is to say, a little more than one-half of what it is at pre-

sent.

It does not seem a natural consequence then, that con-

traband should be increased, by reducing its gain nearly
one half.

As to the second objection, if we suppose (for elucida-

tion and without presuming to fix) the proportion of the

farm on tobacco at one eighth of the whole mass farmed,

the abilities of the Farmers General to lend, will be re-

duced one eighth, that is, they can hereafter lend only

seven millions, where heretofore they have lent eight.

It is to be considered then, whether this eight (or other

proportion whatever it be,) is worth the annual sacrifice

of twenty four millions, or if a much smaller sacrifice to

other monied men, will not produce the same loans of

money in the ordinary way.

While the advantages of an increase of revenue to the

crown, a diminution of impost on the people, and a pay-

ment in merchandize instead of money, are conjectured

as likely to result to France, from a suppression of the

monopoly on tobacco, we have also reason to hope some

advantages on our part, and this hope alone could justify

my entering into the present details.

I do not expect this advantage will be by an augmen-

tation of price. The other markets of Europe have too

much influence on this article, to admit any sensible aug-

mentation of price to take place. But the advantage,

principally expected, is an increase of consumption.

This will give us a vent for so much more, and of con-

sequence find employment for so many more cultivators

of the earth : and in whatever proportion it increases

this production for us, in the same proportion will it pro-
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cure additional vent for the merchandize of France, and

employment for the hands which produce it. I expect

that by bringing our merchants here, they would procure

a number of commodities in exchange, better in kind and

cheaper in prices.

It is with sincerity I add, that warm feelings are in-

dulged in my breast, by the further hope, that it would

bind the two nations still closer in friendship, by binding

them in interest. In truth no two countries are better

calculated, for the exchanges of commerce. France wants

rice, tobacco, pot ash, furs, ship timber; we want wines,

brandies, oils and manufactures.

There is an affection too between the two people,

which disposes them to favor one another. If they do not

come together, then to make the exchange in their own

ports, it shows there is some substantial obstruction in the

way. We have had the benefit of too many proofs of

his Majesty's friendly disposition towards the United

States, and know too well his affectionate care of his own

subjects, to doubt his willingness to remove these obstruc-

tions, if they can be unequivocally pointed out. It is

for his wisdom to decide whether the monopoly, which is

the subject of this letter, be deservedly classed with the

principal of these.

It is a great comfort for me, too, that in presenting

this to the mind of his Majesty, your Excellency will

correct my ideas, where an insufficient knowledge of facts

may have led me into errors, and that while the interest

of the King and his people, are the first object of your

attention, an additional one will be presented by those

dispositions towards us, which have, heretofore, so often

befriended our nation.
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We fervently invoke heaven, to make the King's life

and happiness the objects of his peculiar care, and that

he may long be relieved in the burthen of government,

by your wise counsels. Permit me to add the assurance

of that high respect and esteem, with which

I have the honor to be, &c.

To this letter I received no other answer, but that he

had transmitted it to the Comptroller General. The

general farm was not renewed at Fontainebleau.

In the beginning of November, a Mr. Boylston, of

Massachusetts, brought a cargo of whale oil to Havre,

with letters to the Marquis de la Fayette and myself,

recommending him to our assistance in the disposal of it.

He wished us to endeavor to obtain for his cargo the

exemption from duty, which the Marquis had obtained

the preceding year for a particular company.

I observed to the Marquis, that this was doing busi-

ness by piece-meal, and making many favors of one.

That it would be better to take up the subject generally,

to get it placed on equal ground for all our citizens, and

to try what government would do in a general way, to

encourage the importation of this article. He came into

these ideas. As my applications could only be to the

Count de Vergennes, and the delays which follow official

propositions, which are to be handed from one depart-

ment to another, backwards and forwards, were likely to

be too long to answer Boylston's purpose, the Marquis,

with that zeal and activity with which he seizes every

opportunity of serving our country, applied immediately

to M. de Calonne, the Comptroller General, making

Boylston's case the occasion of the application, but pro-
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posing a general regulation. He pressed the proposi-

tion so efficaciously, that he obtained, in a few days,

from Monsieur de Calonne, an agreement to receive our

oils on the footing on which they receive those of the

Hanseatic towns, by which means the duties, which had

been at thirty-six livres, fifteen sols, the barrel of five

hundred pounds, French weight, as may be seen by a

statement given me by Monsieur Langrain, were now

reduced to eleven livres, five sols, being about two livres

on the English hundred, or a guinea and a half the ton,

as the ton is estimated in England. But this indulgence

was limited to one year's continuance.

For the particulars of this, I refer to the letter of M.

de Calonne to the Marquis de la Fayette, dated Novem-

ber 17, 1785, and to that of the Count de Vergennes to

me, dated November 30, 1785.

The next levee day at Versailles, I meant to bring

again under the view of the Count de Vergennes, the

whole subject of our commerce with France; but the num-

ber ofaudiences ofAmbassadors and other Ministers, which

take place of course before mine, and which seldom in-

deed, leave me an opportunity of audience at all, pre-

vented me that day.

I was only able to ask of the Count de Vergennes, as

a particular favor, that he would permit me to wait on him

some day that week. He did so, and I went to Ver-

sailles the Friday following, 9th of December. M. de

Reyneval was with the Count. Our conversation began

with the usual topic, that the trade of the United States

had not yet learned the way to France, but continued to

centre in England, though no longer obliged by law to go

there. I observed that the real cause of this was to be
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found, in the difference of the commercial arrangements

in the two countries. That merchants would not, and

could not trade, but where there was to be some gain ;

that the commerce between two countries could not be

kept up, but by an exchange of commodities; that if an

American merchant was forced to carry his produce to

London, it could not be expected, that he would make a

voyage from thence to France with the money, to lay it

out here
;
and in like manner, that if he could bring his

commodities, with advantage, to this country, he would

not make another voyage to England, with the money, to

lay it out there, but would take, in exchange, the mer-

chandize of this country.

The Count de Vergennes agreed to this, and particu-

larly, that where there was no exchange of merchandize,

there could be no durable commerce, and that it was na-

tural for merchants to take their returns, in the port where

they sold their cargo.

I desired his permission then to take a summary view

of the productions of the United States, that we might

see which of them could be brought here to advantage.

1st, rice. France gets from the Mediterranean a rice,

not so good indeed, but cheaper than ours.

He said that they bought of our rice, but that they got

from Egypt also, rice of a very fine quality. I observed,

that such was the actual state of their commerce in that

article, that they take little from us. 2d, Indigo. They
make a plenty in their own colonies. He observed that

they did, and that they thought it better than ours.

3d, Flour, fish, and provisions of all sorts, they produce

for themselves. That these articles might, therefore, be

considered as not existing for commerce, between the
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United States and the kingdom of France. I proceeded

to those capable of becoming objects of exchange, be-

tween the two nations.

1st. Peltry and furs. Our posts being in the hands of

the English, we are cut off from that article, I am not

sure even, whether we are not obliged to buy of them for

our own use. When these posts are given up, if ever

they are, we shall be able to furnish France with skins

and furs, to the amount of two millions of livres, in ex-

change for her merchandize. But at present these ar-

ticles are to be counted as nothing.

2nd. Pot-ash. An experiment is making whether this

can be brought here; we hope it may, but at present it stands

for nothing. He observed that it was much wanted in

France, and he thought it would succeed. 3rd. Naval

stores. Trials are also making on these as subjects of

commerce with France, they are heavy and the voyage

long ;
the result therefore is extremely doubtful. At

present they are as nothing, in our commerce with this

country. 4th. Whale oil. I told him I had great hopes

the late diminution of duty would enable us to bring this

article to France, that a merchant was just arrived (Mr.

Barrett) who proposed to settle at L'Orient, for the pur-

pose of selling the cargoes of this article and choosing

the returns. That he had informed me that in the first

year it would be necessary to take one third in money,

and the remainder only in merchandize : because the fish-

ermen indispensably require some money. But he thought

that after the first year, the merchandize of the preced-

ing year would always produce money for the ensuing

one, and that the whole amount would continue to be ta-

ken annually afterwards in merchandize. I added that
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though the diminution of duty was expressed to be but

for one year, yet I hoped they would find their advantage
in renewing and continuing it : for that if they intended

really to admit it for one year only, the fishermen would

not find it worth while to rebuild their vessels, and to pre-

pare themselves for the business.

The Count expressed satisfaction on the view of com-

mercial exchange held up by this article. He made no

answer as to the continuance of it, and I did not choose

to tell him at that time, that we should claim its con-

tinuance under their treaty with the Hanseatic towns,

which fixes this duty for them, and our own treaty, which

gives us the rights of the most favored nation. 5th. To-

bacco. I recalled to the memory of the Count de Ver-

gennes the letter I had written to him on this article, and

the object of the present conversation being, how to facili-

tate the exchange of commercial articles, between the two

countries, I pressed that of tobacco in this point of view,

observed that France at present paid us ten millions of

livres for this article, that for such portions of it as were

bought in London, they sent the money directly there,

and for what they bought in the United States was still

remitted to London in bills of exchange. Whereas, if

they would permit our merchants to sell this article freely,

they would bring it here and take the returns on the spot,

in merchandize, not money.

The Count observed, that my proposition contained

what was doubtless useful, but, that the King received

on this article, at present, a revenue of twenty-eight

millions, which was so considerable, as to render them

fearful of tampering with it, that the collection of this

revenue, by way of farm, was of very ancient date, and
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that it was always hazardous to alter arrangements of

long standing, and of such infinite combinations, with the

fiscal system.

I answered, that the simplicity of the mode of collec-

tion proposed for this article, withdrew it from all fear of

deranging other parts of their system; that I supposed

they would confine the importation to some of their

principal ports, probably not more than five or six, that

a single collector in each of these, was the only new

officer requisite ;
that he could get rich himself on six

livres a hogshead, and would receive the whole revenue

and pay it into the treasury, at short hand. M. de Ray-

neval entered particularly into this part of the conversa-

tion, and explained to the Count, more in detail, the ad-

vantages and the simplicity of it, and concluded, by

observing to me, that it sometimes happened that useful

propositions, though not practicable at one time, might

become so at another. I told him that that consideration

had induced me to press the matter when I did, because

I had understood the renewal of the farm was then on

the carpet, and that it was the precise moment, when I

supposed that this portion might be detached, from the

mass of farms.

I asked the Count de Vergennes, whether, if the re-

newal of the farm was pressing, this article might not be

separated, merely in suspense, until government should

have time to satisfy themselves on the expediency of

renewing it. He said no promises could be made.

In the course of this conversation, he had mentioned

the liberty we enjoyed, of carrying our fish to the French

islands.

I repeated to him, what I had hinted in my letter of
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November 20th, 1785, that I considered as a prohibition,

the laying such duties on our fish, and giving such pre-

miums on theirs, as made a difference between their and

our fishermen, of fifteen livres the quintal, in an article

which sold but for fifteen livres.

He said, it would not have that effect, for two reasons.

1st. That their fishermen could not furnish supplies

for their islands, and of course the inhabitants must, of

necessity buy our fish. 2nd. That from the constancy

of our fisheries, and the short season during which theirs

continued
;

also the economy and management of ours,

compared with the expense of theirs, we had always

been able to sell our fish in the islands, at twenty-five

livres the quintal, while they were obliged to ask thirty-

six livres. (I suppose he meant the livre of the French

islands.) That thus the duty and premium had been a

necessary operation on their side, to place the sale of

their fish on a level with ours, and that without this,

theirs could not bear the competition.

I have here brought together the substance of what

was said on the preceding subjects, not pretending to give

it verbatim, which my memory does not enable me to do.

I have probably omitted many things which were spoken,

but have mentioned nothing which was not. It was in-

terrupted at times with collateral matters. One of these

was important. The Count de Vergennes complained,

and with a good deal of stress, that they did not find a

sufficient dependence on arrangements taken with us.

This was the third time too, he had done it
;

first in a

conversation at Fontainebleau, when he first complained

to me of the navigation acts of Massachusetts and New

Hampshire; secondly, in his letter of October 30, 1785,
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on the same subject, and now, in the present conversa-

tion, wherein he added, as another instance, the case of

the Chevalier Mezieres, heir of General Oglethorpe, who,

notwithstanding that the llth article of the treaty pro-

vides, that the subjects or citizens of either party shall

succeed ab intestato to the lands of their ancestors, with-

in the dominions of the other, had been informed by
Mr. Adams and by me also, that this right of succession

to the General's estate in Georgia, was doubtful. He

observed too, that the administration of justice, with us,

was tardy, insomuch that their merchants, when they had

money due to them within our States, considered it as

desperate; and that our commercial regulations, in general,

were disgusting to them. These ideas were new, serious

and delicate.

I decided, therefore, not to enter into them in that mo-

ment, and the rather as we were speaking in French, in

which language I did not choose to hazard myself.

I withdrew from the objections of the tardiness of jus-

tice with us, and the disagreeableness of our commer-

cial regulations, by a general observation, that I was

not sensible they were well founded. With respect to

the case of the Chevalier de Mezieres, I was obliged

to enter into some explanations. They related chiefly

to the legal operation of our declaration of Independ-

ence, to the undecided question, whether our citizens

and British subjects were thereby made aliens to one

another, to the general laws as to conveyances of land to

aliens, and a doubt whether an act of the Assembly of

Georgia might not have been passed to confiscate Gen-

eral Oglethorpe's property, which would, of course, pre-

vent its devolution on any heir.
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M . Reyneval observed, that in this case it became a

mere question of fact, whether a confiscation of these lands

had taken place, before the death of General Oglethorpe,

which fact might be easily known by inquiries in Georgia,

where the possessions lay.

I thought it very material, that the opinion of this Court

should be set to rights, on these points.

On my return therefore, I wrote the following observa-

tions on them, which the next time I went to Versailles,

(not having an opportunity of speaking to the Count de

Vergennes,) I put into the hands of M. Reyneval pray-

ing him to read them, and to ask the favor of the Count

to do the same.

EXPLANATIONS on some of the subjects of the conversa-

tion, which I had the honor oj having with his Excel-

lency the Count de Vergennes, when I was last at

Versailles.

The principal design of that conversation was to dis-

cuss those articles of commerce, which the United States

could spare, which are wanted in France, and if received

there on a convenient footing, would be exchanged for

the productions of France. But in the course of con-

versation, some circumstances were incidentally men-

tioned by the Count de Vergennes, which induced me to

suppose he had received impressions neither favorable to

us, nor derived from perfect information.

The case of the Chevalier de Mezieres was supposed

to furnish an instance of our disregard to treaties, and the

event in that case was inferred from opinions, supposed to

have been given by Mr. Adams and myself.

This is ascribing a weight to our opinions to which they

are not entitled. They will have no influence on the de-
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cision of the case. The judges in our courts would not

suffer them to be read. Their guide is the law of the

land, of which law its treaties make a part.

Indeed I know not what opinion Mr. Adams may have

given on this case, and if any may be imputed to him,

derogatory of our regard to the treaty with France, I

think his opinion has been misunderstood. With re-

spect to myself the doubts which I expressed to the Che-

valier de Mezieres as to the success of his claims, were

not founded on any question, whether the treaty between

France and the United States would be observed.

On the contrary I venture to pronounce, that it will be

religiously observed, if his case comes under it. But 1

doubted whether it would come under the treaty. The

case as I understood it is : General Ogelthorpe, a British

subject, had lands in Georgia, he died since the peace,

having devised those lands to his wife. The heirs are

the Chevalier de Mezieres, son of his eldest sister, and the

Marquis de Bellegarde, son of his younger sister. This

.case gives rise to legal questions, some of which have not

yet been decided, either in England or in America, the

laws of which countries are nearly the same.

1st. It is a question under the laws of those countries,

whether persons born before their separation, and once

completely invested in both with the character of natural

subjects, can ever become aliens in either ? There are

respectable opinions on both sides. If the negative be

right, then General Ogelthorpe, having never become an

alien, and having devised his lands to his wife, who, on

this supposition also, was not an alien, the devise has

transferred the lands to her, and there is nothing left for

the treaty to operate on.



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 475

2nd. If the affirmative opinion be right, and the in-

habitants of Great Britain and America, born before the

revolution, are become aliens, to each other, it follows,

by the laws of both, that the lands which either possessed

within the jurisdiction of the other, became the property

of the State in which they are. But a question arises,

whether the transfer of the property took place, on the

declaration of independence, or not till an office or an

act of assembly had declared the transfer. If the pro-

perty passed to the State, on the declaration of indepen-

dence, then it did not remain in General Ogelthorpe, and

of course, at the time of his death, he having nothing,

there was nothing to pass to his heirs, and so nothing for

the treaty to operate on.

3rd. If the property does not pass till declared by an

office, found by jury, or an act passed by the assembly,

the question then is, whether an office had been found,

or an act of assembly been passed for that purpose before

the peace ? If there was, the lands had passed to the

State during his life, and nothing being left in him, there

is nothing for his heirs to claim under the treaty.

4th. If the property had not been transferred to the

State before the peace, either by the Declaration of In-

dependence or an office, or an act of assembly, then it

remained in General Ogelthorpe, at the epoch of the

peace ;
and it will be insisted, no doubt, that by the sixth

article of the treaty of peace between the United States

and Great Britain, which forbids future confiscations,

General Ogelthorpe acquired a capacity of holding and

of conveying his lands. He has conveyed them to his

wife. But she being an alien, it will be decided by the

laws of the land, whether she took them for her ow
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use, or for the use of the State. For it is a general

principle of our law, that conveyances to aliens pass the

lands to the State. And it may be urged, that, though

by the treaty of peace, General Ogelthorpe could con-

vey, yet that treaty did not mean to give him a greater

privilege of conveyance, than natives hold, to wit : a

privilege of transferring the property to persons incapable

by law of taking it. However, this would be a question

between the State of Georgia and the widow of General

Ogelthorpe, in the decision of which, the Chevalier de

Mezieres is not interested; because, whether she takes

the land by the will, for her own use, or for that of the

State, it is equally prevented from descending to him.

There is neither a conveyance to him, nor a succession

ab intestate devolving on him, which are the cases pro-

vided for by our treaty with France. To sum up this

matter, in a few words, if the lands had passed to the

State before the epoch of peace, the heirs of General

Ogelthorpe cannot say they have descended on them;

and, if they remained in the General at that epoch, the

treaty saving them to him, he could convey them away
from his heirs, and he has conveyed them to his widow,

either for her own use, or for that of the State.

Seeing no event in which, according to the facts stated

to me, the treaty could be applied to this case, or could

give any right whatever to the heirs of General Ogle-

thorpe, I advised the Chevalier de Mezieres not to urge

his pretensions on the foot of right, nor under the treaty,

but to petition the Assembly of Georgia for a grant of

these lands.

If, in the question between the State and the widow of

Gefferal Oglethorpe, it should be decided that they were



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 477

the property of the State, I counted on their
generosity

and the friendly dispositions in America, towards the sub-

jects of France, that they would be favorable to the

Chevalier de Mezieres. There is nothing in the pre-

ceding observations which would not have applied against

the heir of General Oglethorpe, had he been a native

citizen of Georgia, as it now applies against him being a

subject of France. The treaty has placed the subjects

of France on a footing with natives, as to conveyances
and descent of property.

There was no occasion for the Assemblies to pass

laws on this subject, the treaty being a law, as I conceive,

superior to those of particular Assemblies, and repealing

them where they stand in the way of its operation.

The supposition that the treaty was disregarded on our

part, in the instance of the acts of Assembly of Massa-

chusetts and New Hampshire, which made a distinction

between natives and foreigners as to the duties to be paid

on commerce, was taken notice of in the letter of Novem-

ber 20th, which I had the honor of addressing to the^

Count de Vergennes. And while I express my hopes

that, on a revision of those subjects, nothing will be found in

them derogatory from either the letter or spirit 'ofour trea-

ty, I will add assurances that the United States will not be

behind hand in going beyond both, whenever occasions

shall offer of manifesting their sincere attachment to this

country.

I will pass on to the observation, that our commercial

regulations are difficult and repugnant to the French mer-

chants. To detail these regulations minutely as they ex-

ist in every State, would be beyond' my information. A

general view of them, however, will suffice, because the
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States differ little in their several regulations. On the arrival

ofa ship in America, her cargo must be reported at the pro-

per office. The duties on it are to be paid. These are

commonly from two and a half to five per cent, on its

value. On many articles, the value of which is tolerably

uniform, the precise sum is fixed by law. A tariff of

these is presented to the importer, and he can see what

he has to pay, as well as the officer. For other articles

the duty is such a per cent, on their value. That value

is either shown by the invoice, or by the oath of the im-

porter. This operation being once gone over, and it is a

very short one, the goods are considered as entered, and

may then pass through the whole thirteen States, without

their being ever more subject to a question, unless they

be reshipped.

Exportation is still more simple, because as we pro-

hibit the exportation of nothing, and very rarely lay a

duty on any article of export, the state is little interested

in examining outward bound vessels. The Captain asks

a clearance for his own purposes. As to the operations

of internal commerce, such as matters of exchange, of

buying, selling, bartering, &c. our laws are the same as

the English. If they have been altered in any instance,

it has been to render them more simple.

Lastly, as to the tardiness of the administration of jus-

tice with us, it would be equally tedious and impractica-

ble for me to give a precise account of it in every State.

But I think it probable that it is much on the same footing

through all the States, and that an account of it, in any

one ofthem, may found a general presumption of it in the

others. Being best acquainted with its administration in

Virginia, I shall confine myself to that. Before the revo-



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 479

lution, a judgment could not be obtained under eight

years in the Supreme Court, where the suit was in the

department of the common law, which department em-

braces about nine-tenths of the subjects of legal contesta-

tion. In that of the Chancery from twelve to twenty

years were requisite. This did not proceed from any

vice in the laws, but from the indolence of the Judges

appointed by the King ;
and these Judges, holding their

offices during his will only, he could have reformed the

evil at any time. This reformation was among the first

works of the Legislature after their independence.

A judgment can now be obtained in :he Supreme

Court, in one year at the common law, and in about

three years in the chancery.

But more particularly to protect the commerce of

France, which at that moment, was considerable with us,

a law was passed giving all suits wherein a foreigner was

a party, a privilege to be tried immediately on the return

of their process, without waiting till those of natives,

which stand before them shall have been decided on,

Out of this act, however, the British stand excluded by a

subsequent one. This, with all its causes, must be ex-

plained.

The British army, after ravaging the State of Virginia,

had sent off a very great number of slaves to New York.

By the 7th article of the treaty of peace, they stipulated

not to carry away any of these. Notwithstanding this, it

was known, when they were evacuating New York, that

they were carrying away the slaves.

General Washington made an official demand of Sir

Guy Carleton, that he should cease to send them away.

He answered that these people had come to him, under
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promise of the King's protection, and that that promise

should be fulfilled in preference to the stipulation in the

treaty.

The State of Virginia, to which nearly the whole of

these slaves belonged, passed a law to forbid the recovery

of debts due to British subjects. They declared at the

same time, they would repeal that law, if Congress were

of opinion they ought to do it. But desirous their citi-

zens should be discharging their debts, they afterwards

permitted British creditors to prosecute their suits and to

receive their debts in seven equal and annual payments,

relying that the demand for the slaves would either be ad-

mitted or denied in time, to lay their hands or some of

the latter payments for reimbursement. The immensity

of this debt was another reason for forbidding such a mass

of property to be offered for sale under execution at once,

as from the small quantity of circulating money, it must

have sold for little or nothing, whereby the creditor

would have failed to receive his money, and the debtor

would have lost his whole estate, without being discharged

of his debt.

This is the history of the delay of justice in that coun-

try in the case of British creditors.

As to all others its administration is as speedy as jus-

tice itself will admit.

I presume it is equally so in all the other States, and

can add that it is administered in them all with a purity

and integrity, of which few countries afford an example.

I cannot take leave altogether of the subjects of this

conversation, without recalling the attention to what had

been its principal drift. This was, to endeavor to bring

about a direct exchange between France and the United
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States (without the intervention of a third nation) of

those productions, with which each could furnish the

other. We can furnish to France (because we have

heretofore furnished to England) of whale oil and sper-

maceti, of furs and peltry, of ships and naval stores, and

of pot ash, to the amount of fifteen millions of livres,

and the quantities will admit of increase. Of our tobacco,

France consumes the value of ten millions more.

Twenty-five millions of livres then mark the extent of

that commerce of exchange, which is at present practi-

cable between us. We want, in return, productions and

manufactures, not money. If the duties on our produce

are light, and the sale free, we shall undoubtedly bring it

here, and lay out the proceeds on the spot, in the pro-

ductions and manufactures which we want. The mer-

chants of France, will, on their part, become, active in

the same business. We shall no more think, when we

shall have sold our produce here, of making an useless

voyage to another country, to lay out the money, than

we think at present, when we have sold it elsewhere, of

coming here to lay out the money. The conclusion is,

that there are commodities which form a basis of ex-

change to the extent of a million of guineas annually ;

it is for the wisdom of those in power, to contrive that

the exchange shall be made.

Having put this paper into the hands of Monsieur

Reyneval, we entered into conversation again on the

subject of the farms, which were now understood to

be approaching to a conclusion. He told me, that

he himself was decidedly of opinion, that the inter-

est of the State required the farm of tobacco to be
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discontinued
;

that he had, accordingly, given every

aid to my proposition, which laid within his sphere.

That Count de Vergennes was very clearly of the same

opinion, and had supported it strongly with reasons of

his own, when he transmitted it to the Comptroller

General; but that the Comptroller, in the discussions of

this subject, which had taken place, besides the objec-

tions which the Count de Vergennes had repeated to

me, and which are beforementioned, had added, that the

contract with the Farmers General, was now so far ad-

vanced, that the article of tobacco could not be with-

drawn from it, without unravelling the whole transaction.

Having understood, that in this contract, there was

always reserved to the crown a right to discontinue it at

any moment, making just reimbursements to the Farm-

ers, I asked M. Reyneval, if the contract should be

concluded in its present form, whether it might still be

practicable to have it discontinued, as to the article of

tobacco, at some future moment. He said it might be

possible.

Upon the whole, the true obstacle to this proposition

has penetrated in various ways through the veil which

covers it.

The influence of the Farmers General has heretofore

been found sufficient to shake a Minister in his office.

Monsieur de Calonne's continuance or dismission has

been thought for some time to be on a poise. Were he to

shift this great weight, therefore, out of his own scale

into that of his adversaries, it would decide their prepon-

derance. The joint interests of France and America,

would be an insufficient counterpoise in his favor.

It will be observed, that these efforts to improve the
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commerce of the United States, have been confined 10

that branch only, which respects France itself, and that

nothing passed on the subject of our commerce with

the West Indies, except an incidental conversation as to

our fish.

The reason of this was no want of a due sense of its

importance. Of that I am thoroughly sensible. But

efforts in favor of this branch would, at present, be des-

perate. To nations with which we have not yet treated,

and who have possessions in America, we may offer a free

vent of their manufactures in the United States, for a full

or a modified admittance into those possessions.

But to France we were obliged to give that freedom for

a different compensation, to wit : for her aid to affect our

independence.

It is difficult, therefore, to say what we have now to

offer her for an admission into her West Indies. Doubt-

less it has its price. But the question is, what this would

be, and whether worth our while to give it. Were we to

propose to give to each other's citizens all the right of

natives, they would of course count what they should

gain by this enlargement of right, and examine whether

it would be worth to them as much as their monopoly of

their West Indian commerce. If not, that commercial

freedom which we wish to preserve, and which indeed is

so valuable, leaves us little else to offer.

An expression in my letter to the Count de Vergennes,

of November 20th, wherein I hinted that both nations

might, perhaps, come into the opinion that the condition

of natives might be a better ground of intercourse for

their citizens than that of the most favored nation, was

intended to furnish an opportunity to the Minister of par-
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leying on that subject, if he was so disposed, and to my-

self, of seeing whereabouts they would begin, that I might

communicate it to Congress, and leave them to judge of

the expediency of pursuing the subject.

But no overtures have followed
;

for 1 have no right to

consider as coming from the Minister, certain questions,

which were very soon after proposed to me by an indi-

vidual.

It sufficiently accounts for these questions that that in-

dividual had written a memorial on the subject for the

consideration of the Minister, and might wish to know

what we would be willing to do. The idea that I should

answer such questions to him, is equally unaccountable,

we suppose them originating* with himself, or coming

from the Minister.

In fact, I must suppose them to be his own
;
and I

transmit them only that Congress may see, what one

Frenchman at least thinks on the subject.

If we can obtain from Great Britain reasonable condi-

tions of commerce, (which in my idea must forever in-

clude an admission into her islands,) the freest ground

between the two nations would seem to be the best. But

if we can obtain no equal terms from her, perhaps Con-

gress might think it prudent, as Holland has done, to con-

nect us unequivocally with France.

Holland has purchased the protection of France. The

price she pays is aid in time of war. It is interesting

for us to purchase a free commerce with the French is-

lands. But whether it is best to pay for it by aids in

war, or by privileges in commerce, or not to purchase it

all, is the question.
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FROM BARON DE THULEMEIER TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

The Hague, October 11, 1785.

Sir,

I have the pleasure to inform you of the receipt of the

ratification of the treaty of commerce and amityk which

I have had the satisfaction of negotiating with yourself

and colleagues. When that of the United States of

America comes to hand, I shall hasten to concert with

you, the most proper means for the customary exchange,

in transactions of this kind.

If Mr. Short is still with you, I must request you, sir,

to remember my respects to him, and assure him that I

consider myself under great obligations to you, for the

opportunities you afforded me of becoming acquainted

with him. Mr. Short appeared to me as no less distin-

guished by his knowledge and information, than by his

abilities in the management of business.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE THULEMEIER.

P. S. May I ask the favor of you to forward to Balti-

more the enclosed letter which has been sent to me by a

merchant of Silesia.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE BARON DE THULEMEIER.

Paris, October 16, 1785.

Sir,

I am to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the

llth instant, with which you have honoredme, and where-



486 THOMAS JEFFERSON-JOHN JAY.

in you are pleased to inform me of the ratification by his

Prussian Majesty, of the treaty of amity and commerce,

between him and the United States of America. On our

part the earliest opportunity was embraced of forwarding

it to Congress. It goes by a vessel sailing about this

time to Havre. I shall with great pleasure communi-

cate to. you its ratification by Congress, in the first mo-

ment in which it shall become known to me, and concur

in the measures necessary for exchanging the ratifications.

I shall take the greatest care to forward the letter you

are pleased to enclose for Baltimore according to its ad-

I have the honor to be, &ic.

TH : JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Paris, October 11, 1785.

Sir,

I have the honor of enclosing to your Excellency a re-

port of a voyage of an American ship, the first which

has gone to China.

The circumstance which induces Congress to direct

this communication, is the very friendly conduct of the

Consul of his Majesty at Macao, and of the commanders

and other officers of the French vessels in those seas.

It has been with singular satisfaction that Congress have

seen these added to the many other proofs of the cor-

diality of this nation towards our citizens. It is the more

pleasing, when it appears in the officers of Government,

because it is then viewed as an emanation of the spirit of

the Government.
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It would be an additional gratification to Congress, in

this particular instance, should any occasion arise, of noti-

fying those officers, that their conduct has been justly re-

presented to your Excellency, on the part of the United

States, and has met your approbation. Nothing will be

wanting, on our part, to foster corresponding dispositions

in our citizens, and we hope that proofs of their actual

existence have appeared, and will appear, whenever oc-

casion shall offer. A sincere affection between the two

people, is the broadest basis on which their peace can be

built.

It will always be among the most pleasing functions of

my office, when I am made the channel of communicating

the friendly sentiments of the two Governments.

It is additionally so, as it gives me an opportunity of

assuring your Excellency of the high respect and esteem

with which I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THE COUNT DE VERGENNES TO THOMAS JErFERS.ON.

Translation.

Fontainebleau, October 30, 1785.

Sir,

I have received the letter you did me the honor to

write, of the 24th of this month, together with that ad-

dressed to me, on the part of Mr. Samuel Shaw.

I have made it my business, to inform the King of the

proceedings of his officers with regard to those, who com-

manded the American ship which has visited China.

His Majesty has learned with real satisfaction, that the
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former have conformed their conduct to the instructions

that had been given them, and he instructs you to assure

the Congress, that on all occasions that may offer, he

will be ready to give proofs of his esteem and friendship

for the United States, and the sincere interest he takes

in their prosperity.

At the same time, I have it in command from his Ma-

jesty, to observe to you, how little regard has-been paid,

in America, to the rule of reciprocity, and how much

they have shown themselves disposed to depart from

those principles, which formed a basis for the good under-

standing which subsists between France and the United

States. We are in effect informed, sir, that in several of

the States they have passed navigation laws, and com-

mercial regulations, injurious to the trade of France, and

even contrary to the intent of the treaty of February

6th, 1778.

The Congress are too enlightened, not to know how

much we are effected by such proceedings, as well as

too wise and sagacious, not to be convinced of the ne-

cessity of maintaining things on the same footing of

reciprocal advantage, on which they have been since the

alliance between France and the United States.

Without this precaution, it is impossible that the mu-

tual commerce of the two nations can prosper, or even

continue
;
and the King will be under the necessity,

contrary to his wishes, to fall upon such means as will

tend to put matters upon a perfect equality.

I have the honor to be, &tc.

DE VERGENNES.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COUNT DE VERGENNES.

Paris, November 20, 1785.

Sir,

I found here, on my return from Fontainebleau, the let-

ter of October 30th, which your Excellency did me the

honor there of informing me, had been addressed to me
at this place ;

and I shall avail myself of the first occa-

sion of transmitting it to Congress, who will receive, with

great pleasure, these new assurances of the friendly senti-

ments, which his Majesty is pleased to continue towards

the United States.

I am equally persuaded they will pay the most serious

attention to that part of your Excellency's letter, which

mentions the information you have received, of certain

acts or regulations of navigation and commerce, passed in

some of the United States, which are injurious to the

commerce of France. In the meantime, I wish to re-

move the unfavorable impressions which those acts seem

to have made, as if they were a departure from the re-

ciprocity of conduct stipulated by the treaty of Februa-

ry 6th, 1778. The effect of that treaty is to place each

party, with the other, always on the footing of the most

favored nation. But those who framed the acts, proba-

bly, did not consider the treaty as restraining either from

discriminating between foreigners and natives. Yet this

is the sole effect of these acts. The same opinion as to

the meaning of the treaty, seems to have been entertain-

ed by this Government, both before and since the date of

these acts. For the arrSt of the King's Council, of

August 30th, 1784, furnishes an example of such a dis-

crimination between foreigners and natives, importing

VOL. 1162
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salted fish into his Majesty's dominions in the West In-

dies, by laying a duty on that imported by foreigners, and

giving out the same bounty to native importers. This

opinion shews itself more remarkably in the late arrets of

the 18th and 25th of September, which, increasing to

excess the duty on foreign importations of fish, into the

West Indies, giving the double in bounty on those of the

natives, and thereby rendering it impossible for the for-

mer to sell in competition with the latter, have, in effect,

prohibited the importation of that article, by the citizens

of the United States.

Both nations, perhaps, may come into the opinion that

their friendship and their interest may be better cement-

ed by approaching the condition of their citizens, recipro-

cally >
to that of natives, as a better ground of intercourse

than that of the most favored nation.

I shall rest with hopes of being authorized, in due time,

to inform your Excellency that nothing will be wanting,

on our part, to evince a disposition to concur in revising

whatever regulations may, on either side, bear hard on

the commerce of the other nation.

In the meantime, I have the honor to assure you of the

profound respect and esteem, with which I have the hon-

or to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THE COUNT J>E VERGENNES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

Versailles, November 30, 1785.

You are hereby informed, sir, that a merchant of Bos-

ton, having imported a cargo of whale oil into France,
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has not been able to dispose of it, on account of the

duties imposed upon this species of commodity ; duties

which are paid by all nations, excepting the inhabitants

of the Hanse towns.

The Comptroller General, taking into consideration the

loss this merchant must sustain, if the payment of the

aforementioned duty is rigidly exacted, made application to

his Majesty in his favor, who thereupon gave orders that

no further duty should be paid by the Boston merchant,

than is required from and paid by the Hanse towns
;

that

is to say seven livres, ten sous, instead of twelve livres

per barrel, and that henceforward till the 1st of January,

1787, no more duty than the first mentioned shall be paid,

by the inhabitants of the United States, upon fish oils of

their own production, provided that those oils are im-

ported into France, in French or American bottoms, ac-

companied with a certificate from the magistrates of the

places where shipped, attesting their production and au-

thenticated by our Consuls.

I hasten, sir, to inform you of this new regulation, in

which I make no doubt you will find a new proof of the

King's affection for the United States, and of the con-

stant concern he takes in their prosperity.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DE VERGENNES.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COUNT DE VERGEJNNE6.

December 2, 1785.

Sir,

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency's

letter, of November the 30th, in which you are pleased
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to inform me of the late abatement of the duties on all

fish oils, made from fish, taken by citizens of the United

States, and brought into this Kingdom, in French or in

American bottoms
;
and I am now to return thanks, for

this relief given to so important a branch of our com-

merce.

I shall take the first occasion of communicating the

same to Congress, who will receive with particular satis-

faction, this new proof of the King's friendship to the

United Stales, and of the interest which he is pleased to

take in their prosperity.

I have the honor to be, &,c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

Extract of a Utter from M. de Calonne to the Marquis

de la Fayette.

Translation.

Paris, November 17, 1785.

It would afford me the greatest pleasure, sir, to exert

my endeavors to facilitate the means of commerce be-

tween the people of France and those of the United

States of America. In compliance with your wishes, I

have proposed to the King, to make an abatement till

January 1st, 1787, of the duties payable upon the fish

oils, imported either in French or American vessels, the

produce of the American fisheries ;
and till that time,

that the same duty shall only be paid, as is paid by the

inhabitants of the Hanse towns, in pursuance of the

treaty of September 28th, 1716.

His Majesty, having freely granted this favor to the

subjects of the United States, I have issued orders to the
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Farmers General, to receive no more than the duty of

seven livres, ten sous, per cask, of the weight of five

hundred and twenty pound, and
, instead of the

duty of twelve livres, per barrel, imposed upon oils, the

produce of foreign fisheries.

Translation.

Whale oils from whatever place they come into the

kingdom, are liable to the following duties, viz :

Livres.

1. Per barrel of SOOlbs. gross, - . jg
2. 6 deniers per pound, edict of March

21, 1786, .... 12 1Q
3. The 10 sols per pound out of these two

duties,
- - - -

The barrel of SOOlbs. gross, nett only 4201bs,

which advances the duties per quintal to the

sum of-- - - - - -939
Not including the local duties of tolls, &c

which may be estimated at about, - - 15

Total of the duties per quintal, payable in France 9 18 9

There is another duty, called special grants, not yet

fixed, but which ought to be ascertained. Whale oils

brought from abroad by French vessels, and on account

of the subjects of the King of France, pay only lliv.

10s. per barrel of SOOlbs. instead of 12, the first men-

tioned duty, only.

The other duties are the same.
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Translation.

The determination of the Minister of Finance, of

November 17, 1785, directs to put the inhabitants of the

United States upon the same footing with the inhabitants

of the Hanse towns, in regard to fish oils, the produce of

their own fisheries, exported to France, that is to say,

instead of paying twelve livres and 10 sols per livre upon

each barrel of oil weighing 520lbs, that they shall pay on-

ly 7 livres 10 sols per barrel, of the weight of 5201bs,

and ten sous per livre. Upon condition, however, that

the cargoes be accompanied with a certificate signed by

the magistrate of the place, from whence the oils are ex-

ported, which shall attest them to be the product of the

fishery of that country. It is further conditioned, that

the fish oils beforementioned shall be exported, either in

American or French vessels.

Should they be imported into France in the vessels of

any foreign nation, the said exemption of duty not to

take place.

This exemption to continue in force to the 1st day of

January 1787, and no longer.

Translation.

An elucidation of the following queries is desired :

1st. Is a free trade to the French colonies equally ne-

cessary to all the United States ? Should there be any

difference, in this respect, to ascertain the degree and

the cause thereof?

2nd. Would the United States allow us reciprocal
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commercial advantages, for the liberty we should grant

them of a free access to all our colonial marts ?

3rd. Is it in the power of the United States to grant

favors to one nation, which they would refuse to any
other ?

4th. If France should admit into her ports, without

limitation, productions of American growth, upon condi-

tion of an increase of duty, the repayment of which

should be secured to the owners in the compensation that

should be made to them, in the proceeds of their sales,

either of the manufactures or articles the growth of France,

would the Americans consent to a trade with us upon
such conditions, and consider themselves either injured or

favored ?

5th. What are the advantages which Congress could

promise us in return for those she solicits from us, either

in respect to the European or colonial commerce ? If

France should comply with the requisitions of the United

States, would they engage to indemnify us for the losses

our navigation must suffer in consequence thereof, by the

importation of the least valuable commodities into the

colonies, or would they grant us liberty to fish upon the

northern coasts of the United States, and secure to us a

compensation for the losses abovementiond, by giving a

preference to our woollens, our linens, our salt, and our

wines ?

6th. Is the present Congress invested with sufficient

power to establish a treaty upon the basis of reciprocal

advantage, like two mutually contracting nations, the arti-

cles of whose respective treaties would be exactly cor-

respondent to each other, and whose political,
as well as

commercial, regulations, should have only one and the

same existence ?
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, January 27, 1786.

Sir, ,

I had the honor of addressing you by the way of Lon-

don, on the 2nd instant, since that, yours of December

7th, has come to hand. I have now the pleasure to in-

form you, that Mr. Barclay, having settled, as far as

depended on him, the accounts of Monsieur de Beau-

marchais, left Paris on the 15th instant, to proceed to

Morocco. Business obliged him to go by the way of

L'Orient and Bordeaux, but he told me he should not be

detained more than a day at either place. We may

probably allow him to the last of February to be at Mo-

rocco.

The Imperial Ambassador, some days ago, observed

to me, that, about eighteen months ago, Doctor Franklin

had written to him a letter, proposing a treaty of com-

merce between the Emperor and the United States, that

he had communicated it to the Emperor, and had an-

swered to Doctor Franklin, that they were ready to

enter into arrangements for that purpose ;
but that he

had received no reply from him.

I told him, I had been informed by Doctor Franklin,

of the letter making the proposition, but that this was

the first I had ever heard of an answer, expressing their

readiness to enter into negotiation. That, on the con-

trary, we had supposed no definitive answer had been

given, and that, of course, the next move was on their

side.

He expressed his astonishment at this, and seemed so

conscious of having given such an answer, that he said,
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he would have it sought for, and send it to me for my
inspection. However, he observed, that the delay,

having proceeded from the expectation of each party,

that the other was to make the next advance, and this

matter being now understood, the two parties might now

proceed to enter into the necessary arrangements.

I told him, that Congress had been desirous of enter-

ing into connexions of amity and commerce with his Im-

perial Majesty; that, for this purpose they had commis-

sioned Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklin and myself, or any

two of us, to treat
;
that reasons of prudence had obliged

them to affix some term to our commissions, and that

two years was the term assigned, that the delay, there-

fore, which had happened, was the more unlucky, as

these two years would expire in the ensuing spring.

He said, he supposed Congress could have no objec-

tions to renew our powers, or perhaps to appoint some

person to treat at Brussels.

I told him, I was unable to answer that, and we re-

mitted further conversation on the subject, till he should

send me his letter written to Doctor Franklin. A few

days afterwards his Secretaire d'Ambassade called on me

with it. It was the letter of September 28th, 1784,

(transmitted in due time to Congress) wherein he had

informed Dr. Franklin, that the Emperor was disposed

to enter into commercial arrangements with us, and that

he would give orders to the government of the Nether-

lands to take the necessary measures. I observed to

Monsieur de Blumendorff, (the Secretary) that this letter

shewed we were right in our expectations, of their taking

the next step!

He seemed sensible of it, said that the quarrel with

VOL. ii 63
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Holland had engrossed the attention of Government, and

that these orders relating to the Netherlands only, it had

been expected that others would be given, which should

include Hungary, Bohemia, and the Austrian dominions

in general, and that they still expected such orders.

I told him that while they should be attending them, I

would write to Mr. Adams, in London, my colleague in

this business, in concert with whom I must move in it.

I think they are desirous of treating, and from ques-

tions asked me by Monsieur de Blumendorff, I suspect

they have been led to that decision, either by the resolu-

tions of Congress of April, 1784, asking powers from the

States to impose restraints on the commerce of States not

connected with us by treaty, or else by an act of the

Pennsylvania Assembly, for giving such powers to Con-

gress, which has appeared in the European papers.

In the meantime I own myself at a loss what to do.

Our instructions are clearly to treat. But these made

part of a system, wise and advantageous, if executed in

all its parts; but which has hitherto failed in its most

material branch, that of connexion with the powers hav-

ing American territory.

Should these continue to stand aloof, it may be neces-

sary for the United States to enter into commercial regu-

lations of a defensive nature.

These may be embarrassed by treaties, with the powers

having no American territory, and who are, most of them,

so little commercial as, perhaps, not to offer advantages

which may countervail these embarrassments. In case

of a war, indeed, these treaties will become of value, and

even during peace ;
the respectability of the Emperor,

who stands at the head of one of the two parties, which
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seem at present to divide Europe, gives a lustre to those

connected with him
;
a circumstance not to be absolutely

neglected by us, under the actual situation of things.

I append a letter from Mr. Adams on this subject ; not

trusting the posts, however, and obliged to wait private

conveyances, our intercommunication is slow, and, in the

meanwhile, our time shortening fast.

I have the honor to enclose you a letter from the Count

de Vergennes, in favor of Mr. Dumas.

With the services of this gentlemen to the United

States, yourself and Doctor Franklin are better .acquaint-

ed than I am. Those he has been able to render towards

effecting the late alliance between France and the United

Netherlands, are the probable ground of the present ap-

plication.

The Minister for Geneva has desired me, to have in-

quiries made after Mr. Gallatin, named in the within pa-

per. I will pray you to have the necessary advertise-

ments inserted in the papers, and to be so good as to fa-

vor me with the result. I enclose the gazettes of France

and Leyden to this date, and have the honor to be, with

the most perfect respect and esteem, &tc.

TH: JEFFERSON.

NOTE on the original letter of Mr. Jefferson :

Agreeably to Mr. Jefferson's request, Mr. Jay had the

necessary advertisements relative to Mr. Gallatin, insert-

ed in all the papers on the continent.
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FROM THE COUNT DE VERGENNES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

Versailles, January 18, 1786.

M. the Marquis de Verac, the King's ambassador at

the Hague, requests me, sir, to interest myself in favor of

Mr. Dumas, who resides in Holland, in quality of Charge

d'Affaires of Congress.

That Ambassador at the same time makes the highest

eulogiums on the zeal and talents of Mr. Dumas, as well

as on the important services, which he has rendered to

the American cause. Congress has led him to hope for

treatment more advantageous, and more proportionate to

his merit, so soon as America should enjoy some tran-

quillity.

Mr. Dumas is'known advantageously to General Wash-

ington and Doctor Franklin.

Testimonies so honorable cannot but complete his eu-

logium ;
and the very interesting manner in which the

Marquis de Verac expresses himself on his behalf, deter-

mines me to join my recommendations to his, in favor of

this Charge d'Affaires.

I request the favor of you, sir, to convey them to

Congress.

We think that the way to recompense properly the

services of Mr. Dumas, will be to give him the title of

Resident, with .an allowance of four thousand dollars a

year, with which we have reason to think he would be

satisfied.

The consideration which he enjoys in Holland essen-

tially enables him to be more and more useful to Ameri-

ca, and the confidence with which his principles of wis-
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dom and probity inspire me, does not permit me to doubt,
but that he will think it his duty to justify by the activi-

ty of his zeal, the mark of good will he may receive

from Congress.

I should see, sir, with a good .deal of interest, the suc-

cess of this affair.

DE VERGENNES.

Inquiry relative to a Mr. Gallatin, of Geneva.

Mr. Abraham Albert Alphonso Gallatin left Geneva

in April, 1780, for America, and arrived soon after.

Whilst engaged in several pursuits, previous to accom-

plishing his design of settling himself, he became ac-

quainted with a Mr. Savany de Valcoulan, who had

purchased several thousand acres of uncultivated land,

joining the river Ohio, and who made him a partner in

this purchase, on condition that Mr. Gallatin should take

upon himself the expense of having these lands sur-

veyed. It is not known, whether the design of clearing

this land was viewed with an evil eye by the Indians of

that district, but, in July, 1785, it was announced in the

Fredericksburg Gazette, in an article, under the head of

" Richmond "
in Virginia, that eleven persons had been

surprised by a small party of Indians, between the great

and little Kenhawa, which empty into the Ohio
;
that

this party of Indians was commanded by a white man, of

the name of Girty ; that five of the seven had been

killed and scalped, and that among the five were Mr.

Gallatin, and a Mr. Duval, Senator from that district.



502 THOMAS JEFFERSON JOHN JAY.

Mr. Gallatin was described as a young Frenchman,

having lately left Richmond, to go into that quarter,

which was true of Mr. Gallatin, the Genevan.

This account, taken from that Gazette, was written to

Geneva, and has been repeated in other European Ga-

zettes, but no confirmation of it has been since received.

On the contrary, a Mr. Charton, of Philadelphia, who

is expected soon in Europe, told a Mr. Dubey, lately

arrived at Neufchatel, in Switzerland, from America,

that Mr. Gallatin was still living.

Mr. Gallatin's family desire to be informed with cer-

tainty, of the fate of this young man
;
and in the case of

his having fallen a victim to 'the savages, they would

have need of an authenticated certificate of his death, of

the time of that event, and also a copy of his will, if

he has made one.

Mr. Gallatin would have been twenty-five years old

at the end of February, 1786.

Office for Foreign Affairs, ?

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

sign Affair

May 5, 1786

Dear Sir,

The last letter I had the honor of writing to you,

was dated the 19th day of January last, since which I

have received and laid before Congress, yours of the

30th August, 6th and llth October, 24th December and

27th January last, with the several papers enclosed with

them.
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No. 1 of the papers herewith enclosed is an extract

from Mr. Otto's note of the 18th ult., desiring that the

Consular Convention may be speedily ratified.

No. 2 is a copy of a report on that subject agreed to

by Congress, which will enable you to account and apo-

logise for the delays, that have attended that business.

I also enclose and leave open for your perusal a letter

to Mr. Dumas, by which you will perceive that Congress
have made such a provision for him, as considering his

services and their circumstances, appeared to them to be

proper. That act of Congress was transmitted to him

by the first opportunity after it had passed ;
as he makes

no mention of it in any of his subsequent letters, I sus-

pect it must have miscarried.

The subjects of your several letters are interesting and

bear strong marks of discernment and assiduity. I forbear

entering into particulars by this conveyance. Until this

week Congress has not been composed of nine States,

for more than three or four days since last fall. This

will account for my silence on parts of your letters

which required answers and instructions, for as their sen-

timents and decisions must direct the public conduct of

their officers, I must wait with patience for their orders.

I have received from Mr. Hopkinson a parcel for you,

which agreeable to a hint from him, I shall request the

captain of the packet to take as merchandize. The late

newspapers shall also be sent by the packet.

I have the honor to be, Stc.

JOHN JAY.
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